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PREFA CE.

Ix the compilation of this book two objects have been constantly kept in view,—accuracy and

completeness. It has been our conscientions aim to prepare an exhaustive and authentic history of
Clermont County, from its earliest existence to the present time, as well as a brief consideration of
the -geology of the country and the aboriginal and prehistoric races which formerly inhabited this
terriiory. This has been a task of no easy accomplishment; indeed, the work has greatly exceeded
our expectations. The results of our efforts are before us, and while we are conscious that our
history possesses much merit and approximates to our ideal in:its arrangement and narrative, we
realize that unavoidable imperfection may attach to it. In our investigations we have unsparingly
endeavored to obtain the facts of history, and to exclude everything of doubtful authenticity. The
imperfect condition of many records, and the entire absence of others, have made our researches
difficult, uncertain, and, in cases where supplemental knowledge could not be obtained, of necessity
-incomplete.  Concerning other matters of historical interest it .was sometimes impossible to obtain
positive information, and we were obliged to rely upon different (and often contradictory) personal
accounts, and after carefully exercising our own diserimination as to their truthfulness we must submit
them in this condition to the judgment of our readers. Should they prove to be erroneous the
fact would cause us painful regret. Again, we have been much perplexed by the changes in ‘the
orthography of family names. In numerous instances names have been- spelled variously in the
different records (often five or six different ways), and it is no unusual thing to find different members
of the same family who have varied the orthography of their surname to the extent of three different
ways. This will account for many apparent contradictions in spelling, seeming carelessness, and possible
misconception of the right use of names. Errors of this nature, may we not reasonably think, should
entitle the writers to the charity of all considerate readers.
~ We deem it unnecessary here to outline the nature of our history. A .reference to the table
of contents on the following pages sufficiently indicates not only the general plan of the book, but will
a}gsu convey a nieagre idea of the rich and entertaining store. of matter we have garnered for .the
public, and which we now submit for its favorable consideration,

In conclusion, we desire to express our appreciation of the encouragement and interest which the
people of Clermont have manifested in our efforts to perpetuate their history. In every township
from twengx to thirty of the leading citizens have freely contributed their knowledge of old-time
events, and ‘:Eﬂ&ve largely made that part of the book what it is. In grateful remembrance of their
services, th::' publisher has united with us in placing their recollections in a very attractive form as
the annals of the pioneer days of the county. Among those whose courteous assistance has been
of especial value in the compilation of other parts of the history are the Cowen Brothers, of the

Clermont Sun ; Messrs, Pegg and Fairman, of the Clermont Courier; James Robinson, of the Advances
3
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Winthrop Frazer, of the New Richmond Independent; the Hons. L. W. Bishop and Ira Ferguson,
of the State Legislature; the Hon. H. V. Kerr, State Librarian; the Hon. J. P. Nichols, Probate
Judge; Gen. M. J. W. Holter and Alonzo W. Dimmitt, of the Auditor’s Office; M. A. Wood,
Recorder; Henry B. Mattox, Clerk of the Court; the clerks of the different townships and villages;
the secretaries of school boards and civil societies, more than a hundred in number; the pastors and
official members of the various religious societies; Judge Philip B. Swing; the Hons, John Sh;':lw,
Samuel A. West, J. E. Myers, and William Roudebush; and particularly my colaborers, R. J. Bancroft,

Esq., J. L. Roudebush, Byron Williams, and John A. Penn,
J. L. ROCKEY.

PritADELPHIA, PA., July, 1880.
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BY J. L. ROCKEY AND R. J. BANCROKT.

CHAPTER L

THE OHIO VALLEY—GENERAL SITUATION AND
TOPOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTRY BETWEEN THE
SCIOTO AND LITTLE MIAMI RIVERS—-GEOGRA-
PHY OF THE PRESENT COUNTY.

“Where the grand Ohio winds its lone way
Through fields and flowers and herbage richly gay.”

Tur Indians who lived in the beautiful Ohio Valley
applied various titles to the strcam from which it takes its
name.  The Shawnees called the Ohio River Kis-ke-pi-lu-
sepe, that is, ¢ Eagle” River. The Wyandots were in the
valley generations before the Shawnees, and, consequently,
their name of the river is the primitive one, and should be
“ Ohio” may be
called an improvement on their expression, O-he-zuh, and
was, no doubt, adopted by the early French voyageurs in
their boat-songs, and is substantially the same word as used
by the Wyandots, the meaning applied by the French—
“fair and beautiful,” “La belle riviere’—being precisely
the same as that meant by the Irdians : ¢ great, grand, and
fair to look upon.” The imagination suggests with no diffi-
culty the picture of what the Ohio Valley must have been
fourscore years ago, with the Little Miami River rolling
down dark and silent as to-day ; the play of light and cloud-
shadow over the landscape ; the transparent haze that hung
over the amethystine hills in the peaceful valleys of the
Scioto. Visions of it throng backward and make up the
picture as it was when

given the preference above all others.

“ Stout-hearted Louis Wetzel
Rode down the river-shore,
The wilderness behind him,
The wilderness before,
Pausing at times to gather
The wild-fruit overhead
(For in this rarest of June days
The serviee-berries were red).”

And we see, as on canvas, how he rode

“Into the heart of the greenwood,
Into the heart of the June.”

From Pittsburgh (the colonial Fort Duquesne) to its
mouth the Ohio River is nine hundred and forty-nine
2

miles -in length, and on Clermont is eighteen hundred feet,
or about one-third of a mile, wide, and its mean annual
range from low to high water is some fifty fect, the extreme
range being some fifteen more. Its greatest depressions
are generally in August, September, and October, and its
greatest rise in December, March, May, and June. The
upward navigation is usually suspended by floating ice sev-
eral weeks in the winter, and often in the summer rendered
difficult by low water. Its current at its mean height is
about three miles an hour; when rising and higher, it is
more ; and when very low, it does not equal two miles. It
is universally conceded that for beauty of scenery, salubrity
of climate, and adaptation to the purposes of commerce and
manufacture this Valley of the Ohio stands unrivaled in
America.

Winding its way from the junction of the Allegheny
and Monongahela through an extensive agricultural region,
the river’s broad waters receive and distribute merchandise
and the products of the soil over an arca of thousands of
miles, while from its contiguous shores are supplied fuel
and mining resources that have so largely built up our
country and enabled it to successfully compete in its manu-
factured articles with the continental lands. Nearly a cen-
tury ago, on its banks and rich bottoms, extending back for
miles, the unaccustomed luxuriance of the vegetation and
the majestic size of the forest-trees, covered with thickest
foliage, astonished and delighted the eye of the Eastern
emigrant floating down its waters in search of a new home
in the far West. Hven in winter, when many settlements
were made, the scene, though divested of its summer glories,
was far from being unattractive or uninteresting. Game
of every description abounded in the woods, the noble river
teemed with fish, and the valley seemed a paradise to the
settler fresh from the barren Eastern settlements. William
Dana Emerson—a poct of the Ohio Valley, born in Mari-
etta in 1813-—paid rich poctic tribute to the changeful
beauty of the scenes of old and later times in this valley,
and one of his carly rhythmic efforts was addressed to the
Ohio River, and is as pretty an accompaniment to the
movement of the river as is Wordsworth’s song to Yarrow.
One of the sweetest of his stanzas runs:

9
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“ 1low Spring has decked the forest!
That forest kneels to thee;
And the long canoe and the croaking skifl
Are stemming thy current free;
Thy placid marge is fringed with green,
Save where the villas intervenc.”

The territory between the Little Miamiand Scioto Rivers,
embracing in whole or in part twenty-three counties, was the
“ Virginia Military Reservation,”” and was the patriotic
tribute as partial reward to the sons of the old common-
wealth of Virginia for their services in the Revolutionary
war, rendered in the Virginia line on the Continental estab-
lishment. The word ¢ Miami” in the Ottawa language is
said to signify ¢ mother,” and was originally the designation
of the tribe who anciently bore the name of 7Te-wight-c-wee,
and which tribe were the original inhabitants of the Miami
Valley, and affirmed they were created in it.  To the smaller
of the two Miami Rivers was very early given the name of
¢ Little Miami,”—the best known and richest in historical
incidents of any river in Ohio. The name “Scioto” was
originally applied by the Wyundots to the river. But they,
however, called it Sci-on-to, meaning, no doubt, “on to the
Ohio ;" and any other signification has never been found by
antiquarians. The surface of the country between the Little
Miami and Scioto, particularly in the central and southern
townships, is highly diversified. The several tributaries of
the'Ohio have cut deep valleys, and descend them with a com-
paratively rapid fall. The most considerable topographical
features of Adams and Brown Counties are the valleys of
Brush Creek and its outlying tributaries in the former
county, aud those of White Oak, Straight, and Kagle
Creeks in the latter; and particularly in Adams is the
ground hilly and broken, and in its eastern part mountainous
and not fertile. Scioto, Pike, Ross, and Highland Counties
are partly broken in surface, having great hills, and some-
times mountains ; while the rest of the ¢ Virginia Reser-
vation,” excluding Clermont, is comparatively even, and less
varied in characteristics, with but few streams of water, and
being of almost similar features. In Clermont County the
surface is level or undulating, excepting the hills on the
Ohio River, or on many inland streams or creeks; and,
while it is thus varied in character, ranging from the smooth
and scarce undulating plain to hills of no feeble pretensions,
there is not a county in the State that has a smaller amount
of waste-lands within its borders. Though its hills mighs
by some be objected to, they not only add-to the richness of
the valleys that lie between them, but appear unquestion-
ably set apart by Nature to produce the most delicious
fruits ; so that the husbandman can draw with confidence
on every acre to contribute its full share to his comfort and
support. It is the first fruit-and-berry county in Ohio in
the quantity and quality of its peaches, pears, quinces,
strawberries, and raspberries, and in tobacco is unsurpassed
on the coptinent for fine leaf. Its peculiar situation and
immediate proximity to Cincinnati have made it, as it were,
a garden-spot for that great city, to the markets of which
it daily contributes such vast amounts of agricultural, horti-
cultural, dairy, and poultry produects.

At an early day a portion of Clermont was regarded as
a land of interminable swamps, and was settled slowly; its
bottom-lands were shunned because of fever and ague,

which everywhere scemed to visit the settler upon such
localities. These first impressions were erroneous, for,
while in a state of nature much of the land was swampy,
covered with water for miles in the spring season, without
any appearance of natural drains to bear off the water, or
of any casy method to effect the object by artificial means,
yet, in truth, it was found to be casily reclaimed so as
to make fine furming-sites by removing the fallen timber
and rubbish which encumbered the ground, stopping up all
the natural drains, and holding the water in ponds upon
the surface, until, by this slow process of soaking into the
earth, or the slower one of evaporation (since it was so
shaded with timber that the sun could hardly penetrate it),
the water finally disappeared. When farms began to be
opened and the fallen timber removed, and a passage for
the water made, it was seen that no permanent obstacle
by reason of swamps was to be regarded in making fine
tillable farms. In the first quarter of the century of the
country’s history, the “ wet land,” of which there was such
a large proportion in the middle and northern part, was
considered almost worthless. But a great change took
place in public opinion when it was ascertained that, by
judicious drainage and cultivation, it improved rapidly in
fertility. At that time these lands were covered with
water more than half the summer, and were called slasies,
but now the water leaves the surface in the woods early in
the spring. In the early settlement the evenings were cool
as soon as the sun went down, and it was a score of years
before warm nights eame ; and this coolness of the evenings
was a matter of gene}al remark among the emigrants from
the old States. It is believed to have been owing to the
immense forests that covered the country and shut out the
rays and heat of the sun from the surface of the ground,
for after sunset there¢ was no warm earth to impart heat to
the atmosphere.

No county in Ohio surpasses Clermont in the number and
characteristics of its fine streams and creeks, of which the
cast fork of the Little Miami is the longest and most noted.
Having its source near the Highland County boundary-line,
it flows through Perry township, in Brown County, and
enters Clermont on its eastern boundary-line, in Jackson
township, near Marathon, bears off south, passing through
Williamsburgh township, borders upon Tate, winds through
the centre of Batavia, bounds upon Union, and, after run-
ning into Miami towuship, finally empties itself into the
Little Miami, near Milford. From the mouth to the point
it first enters the county is probably twenty miles on a
straight line, but, following the course of the stream, is not
less than fifty. On one side or the other in its meandering
through the county spreads out a fine, rich bottom, and
sometimes on each, which contain the most fertile soils in
the State and make the best improved farms in the West,
particularly adapted to the production of corn, and now
beginning to be planted with tobacco, of which is raised the
brightest leaf. Many of the smaller streams were valuable
at an early day for milling purposes, but as the country was
developed, the land cleared, the forests removed, and the
natural outlets for the water opened up, they poured out
their waters so rapidly that they ceased to be reliable for
milling, and have most generally long since been abandoned.



GEOGRAPHY." ‘ 11

Of the crecks emptying into the Ohio in the county, Bull-
skin is the best known, from the fact that at its mouth
most of the ecarly emigrants descending the Ohio landed
and there tarried a while—sometimes a year or two—till
they bought them homes or located their lands. = It rises in
Brown County, in Clark township, and flows south to the
central part of Lewis, thence southwest into Clermont,
through Franklin township into, the Ohio at Rural, two
miles below the Brown county-line. A small tributary to
it is Painter’s Creek, rising in Tate township. Bear Creck,
having its source near Felicity, flows southwest, and emptics
into the Ohio in Washington township, about a mile above
Neville; and Maple, rising near the central boundary-line
of TFranklin and Washington townships, runs through the
latter southwesterly and seeks the Ohio just below Neville.
Big Indian Creek, rising in Tate, flows south into Franklin,
thence “south and west into Washington, and through it
westerly into Monroe, thence southwest into the Ohio at
Point Pleasant. Boat Run, having its source in the centre
of Monroe, runs southwest, emptying into the Ohio at Cler-
montville. Twelve-Mile Creek, rising in the northern part
of Monroe, flows southwest and " through Ohio township,
striking the Ohio just below New Richmond. Ten-Mile
Creek, rising in the extreme eastern part of Pierce, flows
westwardly, and for over a mile parallel with the Ohio, and
then empties into Nine-Mile Creek (which has three forks),
which, having its source in Union township, flows rather
southwest, emptying into the Ohio at the boundary-line
point between Clermont and Hamilton Counties; in very
early times it was also called John’s or Muddy Creek.
Obannon Creek rises in Wayne township and - flows south-
westerly into Goshen, thence northwesterly into Miami
township and into Warren County, thence circles around
into Clermont again, and in Miami township discharges
itself into the Little Miami at Loveland. Stonelick Creek,
having its head in Clinton County, comes into Clermont
near Woodville, and flows southwest through Wayne and
Stonelick townships, and finds its mouth in the east fork,
just below East Liberty. Grassy Run, in Jackson town-
ship, rises near Logtown, and joins the east fork below
Marathon and Pleasant Run; running through the centre
of same township, empties into east fork, in the Hutchinson
scttlements. Shaler’s Run has its headwaters near With-
amsville, and flows northeasterly through Union township
into the east fork a mile or more below Xast Liberty.
Backbone Run, in Batavia township, empties into the cast
fork at Infirmary Farm; and Lucy’s Run, rising near
Amelia, finds the east fork just south of Batavia; while
Slab Camp Run, rising near Afton, empties into the cast
fork at Horseshoe Bend., Ubrey’'s Run, with headwaters
in Monroe township, flows north past ¢ Bantam Fair-
Grounds’ into Batavia township to the east fork. Poplar
Creek, rising in the eastern part of Tate, flows north-
westerly into Clover Creek, which, rising in Pike township,
in Brown County, flows southwest, and- thence northwest
into Clermont County, thence same course, and emptying
into the east fork about a mile southwest of Concord. Little
Indian rises in the southwestern part of Tate and flows
southwesterly into Big Indian, in the northern part of
Washington.

The county contains four hundred &nd thirty-cight square
miles, and is bounded on the north by the counties of War-
ren and Clinton, on the east by that of Brown, on the west
by that of Hamilton and the Little Miami, River, and on
the south by the Ohio River. There are but two inland
townships, or ones not bordering on other counties,—viz.,
Batavia and Stonelick. Five townships, Wayne, Jackson,
Williamsburgh, Tate, and TFranklin, border on Brown
County ; one, Wayne, on Clinton; three, Wayne, Goshen,
and Miami, on Warren ; three, Miami, Union, and Pierce,
on Hamilton ; and five, Pierce, Ohio, Monroe, Washing-
ton, and Franklin, on the Ohio River. On the east the
county is twenty-eight miles long; on the north, from
Loveland to the Brown county-line, the distance is thirteen
miles; on the south, from the Brown couanty-line to Hamil-
ton county-line, by the river-road, is twenty-five and seven-
tenths miles ; and from the Ohio River to Loveland, by an
air-line on the west, is fifteen miles. From Point Pleasant
to the Brown county-line is nine miles; from New Rich-
mond to same, eleven and one-half miles; from the Hamilton
county-line, on the Ohio turnpike, to same, fourteen miles;
from Moscow to same, eight and three-fourths miles; and
from the mouth of the east fork, on the Hamilton county-
line, to same, fourteen miles. From New Richmond to
Loveland is eighteen and one-fourth miles; from Point
Pleasant to the Warren county-line is twenty-one miles;
from Moscow to same, twenty-four miles; from Neville to
same, twenty-six and one-fourth miles; and from Chilo to
same, twenty-seven miles. From the court-house to the
Ohio River at Palestine is seven and onec-half miles; to it
at New Richmond, nine miles; to it at Point Pleasant, ten
and one-half miles; to it at Moscow, thirteen miles; to it
at Neville, fifteen and one-half miles; and to it at Chilo,
sixteen and one-half. TFrom the court-house to the Hamil-
ton county-line is six and one-half miles; to that of Brown
County, seven and three-quarter miles; to that of Warren
County, eleven miles; and to that of Clinton County, thir-
teen and one-fourth miles.

The following table shows the fourteen townships of
Clermont, with their number of acres of land:
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£g 525 | 82 | 23y | B_Z
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Tate.vrersee [ .| 28,961, 733,660 | 10,538| 10,300 8,123
Batavia. 26,259 | 853,472 | 10,440 8,376 7,443
Franklin.. 24,552 662,658 | 17,942 1,850 | 4,760
Miamieueeee 23,074 | 1,054,657 | 11,632| 4,186| 7,256
Washington 22,207 | 607,171 | 11,286 6,280 | 4,641
Goshen.iuinee 20,330 639,310 11,787 3,756 4,787
Wayne. 20,146 | 472,625 9,118 4,000 7,028
Monroe. 19,900 603,809 10,602 5,418 3,860
Stonelick . 19,650 512,717 9,244 4,987 | 5,419
Williamsburgh...... 18,696 | 501,119 | 12,365 3,331 3,000
Union eeen 18,354 | 691,835 9,891 3,792 | 4,671
Jnckson 18,342 375,250 8,586 3,106 6,650
Pierce 14,169 | 480,537 9,220 2,140 2,809
Ohio «..... 8,336 | 298,817 5,115 1,166 | 2,056
Totalsueeeerrennsennn| 282,976 138,487,977 | 147,786 62,638 | 72,502

Tate is the largest township in territory, and Ohio the
smallest. Miami has the largest aggregate valuation, and



12 HISTORY OF CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO.

the largest also per acre. Franklin has the largest number
of acres of plow-land, and Tate has the largest of weadow-
and pasture-land, as well as of woodland or uncultivated
land.

CHAPTER IL*

THE GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY OF CLER-
MONT COUNTY.

ToPoGRAPHICALLY considered, there is nothing striking
in Clermont. Its surface is not so abrupt as that of Adams
County, on the east, nor has it the wavelike contour of
Warren County, on the north. Clermont has no high hills
or mountains elevated above the surrounding country, nor
deep and broad valleys caused by erosion. In a word, its
general surface forms a plateau or table-land with a mean
elevation of four hundred feet above low-water mark in
the Ohio at Cincinnati. Its highest elevation is five hun-
dred and forty-seven fcet, in Goshen, near the Warren
county-line ; the lowest is at Palestine, in Pierce, which is
only five feet above the general level of the river. This
table-land is bisected from east to west by the cast fork of
the Little Miami, whose course is so tortuous that its length
through the county is five times the distance of an air-line
between the point of entrance and its mouth, at the Little
Miami. With its tributaries it drains two-thirds of the
surfuce of the county. The channel of the east fork is

-about two hundred feet below the table-land through which
it flows. Clover Creek, on the south, has not as deep a
channel as some of its other tributaries. Its source is in
Tate township, where its channel has been modified by the
drift.

Stonelick, on the north, has its source in Clinton County,
and is a very rapid stream, and has cut a deep and narrow
channel through the blue limestone. Its channel has also
been modified by the drift, together with the slopes of its
hills. Rocky Run, Brushy Fork, and other of Stonelick’s
tributaries have made the surfice of Stonelick township
very uneven and angular in its outline. The Obannon, on
the northwest, drains quite an area in Goshen and Miami
townships. It is not so rapid a stream as Stonelick, and
has not cut so deep a channel.

The Ohio, on the south, through its principal tributaries,
—Bullskin, Indian, Bear, and Boat Run, and Twelve-,
Ten-, and Nine-Mile Creeks,—drains one-third of the sur-
face of the county. These streams, as well as a large
majority of them in the county, flow in a southwesterly
direction. There are no stratified rocks to be seen in the
channels of the east fork, Stonelick, Obannon, élover,
Indian, Bullskin, Twelve-Mile, and, in fact, all the strcams
that empty into the Ohio, for some distance above their
mouths, showing that their channels at some time were
much lower than at present. The lowest point in which
the bed-rock in the channel of the east fork can be seen is
near Perin’s Mills, which is about six miles above its
mouth. There are no great examples of the work of

# This chapter and the two that follow have heen prepared by J,
L. Roudcbush.

erosion in Clermont County besides the valley of the east
fork as compared with other counties in Southern Ohio.
Near Milford there is quite an area of gravel terraces, and
several others exist on the east fork between its mouth and
Perin’s Mills on a smaller scale. At Talley’s Ford, three
miles above Batavia, there is a good example of an ancient
drift-filled channel of the east fork. This is only one out
of the numerous drift-filled channels of the various streams
found in the county. The east fork at one time ran north
of Batavia, striking its present channel at or near the
bridge across Backbone Run. Stonelick has had its chan-
nel changed in several places, and so with almost every
stream of any size in the county. After careful examina-
tion, I have found over fifty drift-filled channels in Cler-
mont County. Some of the smaller streams, especially
those flowing east and west, have had their channels en-
tirely filled up, and they are more numerous than the
casual observer would think. Good examples are seen on
Possum Hollow, in Stonelick township, where its channel
cuts through an ancient drift-filled at right angles, which
was much lower than the present one, and on Brushy
Fork, a short distance south of the residence of Michacl
Yeager. In both the drift is over one hundred and fifty
feet deep. There is one peculiarity in the topography of
that part of the county bordering on the Ohio River, and
it is this,—that the remains of the ancient plateau-hills are
higher at their brows than at a distance of one or two
miles back. There is a good example of this to be seen
on the road leading from New Richmond to Nicholsville,
where the table-land is fifty feet lower at the distance of
two miles from the former place than at its brow. There
is ample proof that at some time in the geological history
of the county a great many more of its streams flawed
parallel with the Ohio River. In the northeastern part of
the county are extensive areas of swamp-land, which (once
considered worthless, but now the most productive in the
county, taken as a whole) are but the spurs of larger ones
in Brown, Highland, and Clinton Counties.

As a whole, the topography of Clermont County has
given its surface a picturesque appearance. In the Palaeo-
zoic Era at nne time it was but a vast inclined plane, with
as smooth a surface as a table, but by the convulsions of na-
ture and erosion it has been transformed into hill, dale,
plain, and valley, which have afforded howmes for an indus-
trious and energetic people. From the table of altitudes
given below the reader will have a better idea of its topog-
raphy :

Feet,

Loveland, above low-water mark in the Ohio River at Cincinnati 130
Branch Hill, “ “ “ «“ <« “ 120
Miamiville, «“ “ “ [ o« « 115
Milford, “ “ “ “ “ “ 95
Tobasco, “ “ “« “ “ « 510
Withamsville, ¢ “« “ « “ « 500
Bantam, « “ “ « 1 « 478
Bethel, “ “ “ “ « « 503
Amelia, “ “ « “ “« « 408
Olive Branch, “ “ “ “ « 473
Perin’s Mills, “ “ “ “« «“ “« 115
Batavia, “ “ “ “ “ “ 137
Williamsburgh, ¢ « “ “ “« “ 159
Goshen, “ «“ “« « “ “ 449
€« {3 [13 492

Edenton, “ “ “
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Foct.
Woodville, above low-water mark in the Ohio River at Cincinnati 511
Newtonville, “ “ « “ « « 465
Brownsville, “ “ “ oo, “ « 472
Marathon, “ “ “« “ “« « 397
Monterey, “ “ “ “ « T 364
Boston, « « “« « « « 349
Stonelick, “« “ “ « « “ 132
Palestire « « « « « « 5
New Richmond, “« “ “ « « 10
Moscow, « « “« “ « « 15
Utopia, “ « “ « « « 19

BEDDED ROCKS.

In Clermont County we have the oldest exposed bedded
rocks in the State, with no intervening geological formations
between the Cincinnati group and the drift, which in this
county assumes a different character from that found in any
other in the State. Of the three general classes of rocks
that form the earth’s crust,—viz., igneous, metamorphic,
and sedimentary,—they belong to the last. In order that
the reader may have a better idea of the bedded rocks of
Clermont County, they will be treated under the following
heads: 1. Geological Position and Equivalents; 2. Division
of the Series; 3. Lithographical Characters and Composi-
tion; 4. Palxontology and General History.

1.—GEOLOGICAL POSITION AND EQUIVALENTS.

In the geological scale they belong to the Palaozoic Era
(or “life-giving"), Silurian Age, and Lower Silurian Period;
the youngest strata of which the bedded rocks of Clermont
County belong has been christened by Meek and Worthen
as the Cincinnati group, and as an equivalent for the Hud-
son River group of New York, though at the present time
there is a difference of opinion as to its equivalents. It is
bounded below by the Trenton limestone and above by the
Upper Silurian formations.

2.—DIVISION OF THE SERIES.

As has been previously stated, the oldest exposed rocks
in Ohio are found in Clermont County, and not at Cinein-
nati (as one would suppose from the name), from the fact
that the Cincinnati anticlinal or axis lies to the eastward
of Cincinnati, and that the dip of the strata at that place is
to the northward ; the discussion of which will be left for
another more appropriate place.

At Point Pleasant the lowest rocks in the State are found,
and there present the best exposures and section, and hence
are called the Point Pleasant beds. Their vertical range,
from observation, is in the neighborhood of fifty feet, and
horizontal from very low-water mark in the Ohio River at
the southwest corner of the county to Chilo, and more
properly from New Richmond to the latter place.

In an ascending order, the Clincinnate beds proper come
next. They begin at the highest stratum of the Point
Pleasant beds and extend to the lowest of the Lebanon
beds, and constitute ninety-five per cent. of the bedded
rocks of Clermont County. On account of a difference in
their fossil contents, as well as their lithographical charac-
teristics, they are for convenience divided into three subdi-
visions,—viz., the river quarry-beds, the middle or Eden
shales, the hill quarry-beds. The vertical range of the
first division is fifty feet, with a horizontal onc of limited

extent in the southern part of the county, where the alti-
tude is not above one hundred feet. The second has a ver-
tical range of two hundred and fifty feet, and a horizontal
one where the altitude is not over four hundred and fifty
feet.

The third general division is called the Lebanon beds.
It has a vertical range of fifty or sixty feet, and a horizon-
tal one of about one-third of Wayne township and a small
part of Goshen.

3.—LITHOGRAPHICAL CHARACTER AND COM-
POSITION OF THE CINCINNATI GROUP.

¢ This whole series is composed of alternating beds of
limestone and shale, most commonly called llue clay.”
The limestone may in general terms be described as.an
even-bedded, firm, durable, semi-crystalline limestone, par-
tially, and sometimes almost entirely, made up of the fossil
remains of the invertebrates—viz., articulates, mollusks,
radiates, and protozoans—that once had an existence in the
old Silurian sea of which these rocks formed the bottom.
In color it varies from a light blue to a dark or gray shade,
but the prevailing color may be said to be a grayish blue.
The limestone in the Point Pleasant beds and the lower
strata of the river quarry-beds varies more than in any
of the other general subdivisions. They are lighter in
color ; while in one place they are slaty in structure, in an-
other they assume lenticular forms of concretionary origin,
—so much so as to entirely destroy their value as build-
ing-rock. The layers are also exceptionally heavy, attain-
ing a thickness of sixtcen to twenty inches, and are often
so free from fossils as to afford no indication of the
kinds of life from which they were derived. The courses
in the river quarry-beds vary in thickness from one to
twelve inches, and form a very compact limestone, which in
some places is almost entirely made up of crinoidal stems.
The thinner layers, when struck by a hammer, ring like
pot-metal.  They are abundant in Twelve-Mile Creek,
in Ohio township. The courses in the middle or Eden
shales are not so thick and more fossiliferous, and constitute
what quarrymen call ¢ shelly stone.” The Lebanon beds are
very fossiliferous, and are of but little value in an economic
sense. The Lebanon beds and Eden shales, as to composi-
tion, are nearly uniform, about ninety per cent. of them
being carbonate of lime. The river quarry- and Point
Pleasant beds are more silicious, some courses giving as
high as twenty-three and one-half per cent. of silicious
matter. .

The shales, clays, or marlites which, with the limestones,
make up the Cincinnati group and constitute a large part of
the system,—certainly four-fifths of it in the two lower divis-
ions, and probably not less than three-fifths of the whole
extent. The proportions of limestone and shale do. not
appear altogether constant, it is to be observed, at the same
horizon, a larger amount of stone being found at one point
than at others. In color they are of a lighter blue than
the limestone, and weather into a drab, though it is shown
by analysis that they are different as to composition, drab
shale having a larger percentage of carbonate of lime.
Tully sixty-five per cent. of their mass, taken as a whole,
is silicious matter. On exposure to the elements they
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slake almost like lime, and furnish the materials for a fer-
tile soil. In some places—not confined to any division—
they are heavily charged with fossils, which is the case in
the trilobite and ecrenoid beds on Stonelick Creck and
Rocky Run, in Wayne and Stonclick townships. Where
such is the -case, the fossils, as a general thing, are in a
good state of preservation. The proportion of shale to
limestone in the Point Pleasant beds is 1.5 to 1; river-
quarry, 4 to 1; Xden shales, 10 to 1 ; Lebanon beds, 2 to
1. Prof. Orton has called attention (though he lets it pass
as one of the unsolved geological problems) to a peculiar
feature of the blue limestone beds,~—viz., a waved structure
of the solid limestone somewhat analogous in form to the
wave-lines and ripple-marks of the higher series of the
State.

This peculiar structure was noticed by him in the upper
beds of the formation, but, from personal observation, it
is found throughout the whole series. The rocks exhibit-
ing this structure are the most compact beds of fossiliferous
limestone. The bottom of the waved layer is generally
even, and beneath it is always found an even bed of shale.
Its upper surface is diversified with ridge sand furrows.
The distance between the ridges varies from one to four
feet. The greatest thickness of the ridge is from four to
cight inches, while the stone at the bottom of the furrow is
reduced to one or two inches, and sometimes it entirely dis-
appears. The waved layers are overlain by shale in every
instance. They are often continuous for a considerable
extent, and in such cases the axes of the ridges and furrows
have a uniform direction. This direction varies in different
localities. Not being the proper place for a discussion as
to the cause, I will only give the localities where they may
be seen. The most extensive bed that has come under the
writer’s observation is near the residence of Frank Wissel,
in Stonelick township, where it forms the bed-rock of Stone-
lick Creck. In this bed the thickness of the layer is seven
inches and the height of the ridges four, with the distance
of two feet and a half between them. On a branch of
Coon Hollow, in Stonelick township, near the residence of
Mrs. Josiah Willeg, is another layer, having a vertical
range of fifty feet above the onc already given. In thick-
ness and height of ridges they are almost identical, but in
direction there is fifteen degrees’ difference. On the farm
of Joseph Smith, in Jackson township, is a layer that forms
a part of the south bank of the east fork at an elevation
of ten feet above low-water mark. This layer was noticed
for over two miles. In thickness it ranged from six to
nine inches, but the direction, height, and distance apart
of the grooves was constant. In this layer the axis of the
ridges and furrows was ten degrees south of east. .

At least twenty other points where layers of this kind are
seen have been observed by the writer, though four or five
of them belonged to the same horizon undoubtedly. In

regard to what series they are the most abundant, the lden .

shales must claim the preference. In an economic sense,
they are unfit for anything save burning into lime, though
they would make first-class building-stone if they had an
even surface.

. The cconomical products of tlie bedded rocks of Cler-
mont County are numerous, but only a few have been util-

ized. Building-stone and lime are the only ones that are
of any importance, though the manufacture of cement from
the concretionury luyer in the Point Pleasant beds must,
in the course of time, become profitable. The above bed also
furnishes the most desirable building-stone. Its limestones
are compact, hard, and of a beautiful color, presenting, in
conjunction with the Dayton stone, an attractive appear-
ance. '

4 —PALEONTOLOGY AND GENERAL HISTORY.

That the discussion of this division of the subject may
be understood without using geological technicalities, the
topics discussed will be: 1. The Origin of the. Bedded
Rocks; 2. Their Palseontology or Vital History ; 3. Their
Physical History.

1.-THE BEDDED ROCKS OF CLERMONT COUNTY,

like all of the great limestone strata that enter into the
structure of the earth, were fcrmed beneath the sea, as has
already been hinted. Their beds, both of limestone and shale,
are wholly of marine origin. This is determined by the
remains of plants and animals which the formation contains,
the plants being entirely confined to seaweeds and the ani-
mals belonging to the class heretofore mentioned, which are
only found in the sea.

There are occasional layers that have a solid aud struc-
tureless character (especially those forming the Point Pleas-
ant beds), but in the great majority of them we can mark
thé remains of the various living forms of which they are
composed. Some of the layers are only ornamented with
the impressions or casts of bivalve shells. Others are al-
most, if not entirely, composed of shells and corals, though
in the heavy strata the latter are wanting.

The growth of the limestone layers seems to have been
interrupted at frequent intervals (notably in the Lebanon
beds, and for a greater length of time in the Jden shales)
by the deposition of shale. The clay and sand of the shales,
which constitute more than half of their mass, was derived
from the waste of the land that bounded the Silurian sea,
and were transported to their present location by oceanic
currents. The calcarcous or lime portion had the same
origin as the limestones. On the East Fork and Shaylor’s
Run, near Hast Liberty, Wissel’s Run, near its mouth, are
extensive layers of shale that are non-fussiliferous, showing
that they were formed when the oceanic currents were
The layers are more abundant in the middle part
of the Eden shales, and not in the upper, as has been
claimed.

That the growth of the blue limestone beds, as repre-
sented in Clermont County, was slow there is an abundance
of proof. 'As all their calcareous (or lime) portions were
derived from matter that must have been fashioned
through the agency of the animal kingdom, it must have
been slow, As has been previously stated, the surfaces of
the limestone layers are generally covered with valves of
sea shells, which are well represented in the flagging-stone
found in Stonelick Creck, near the residence of Ira Wil-
liams, in Stonelick township, and also in a branch of Brushy
Fork, on the furm of David Meck. Again, in some layers
the entire mass scems to be made up of shells that have

strong.
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in one scnse never solidified,—that is, they can be picked
out and gathered with as little difficulty as the shells on
the seashore to-day. Good examples of these layers are
found at Woodville, Wayne township, on the Jackson
pike, near Owensville, in Stonelick township, and on the
farm of Charles Williams, in the same township. In
Clermont County there are several scctions ranging from
ten to fifty feet in thickness, and contiguous to sections of
non-fossiliferous layers of about the same thickness, show-
ing that a great many local agents were at work in the
“old Silurlan sea.” Some of the shells found represent
tender youth, others vigorous manhood, while not a few
extreme old age. In some layers one genus had undis-
puted sway, while in others some two or three found an
abiding-place.

The valves of the Strophomena alternate form a greater
proportion of the fossil remains of the blue limestone rocks
of Clermont County than any other one species.

The shales, or at least some of their beds, are rich in
fossils, as has already been mentioned. Many of the most
delicate forms of the entire series are found only in these
deposits. Certain crinoids (as the Glyphtocrinus decadac-
tylus) and trilobites (Culymene Lenanaria), as noted in
some horizons, are rarely seen in other beds. They occur
in the shales in mature and well-grown forms, not at a
single horizon, but in repeated beds. These facts go to
prove that in those beds of shale the growth was as slow
as, if not slower than, in the limestone. And the reason
that they have not been found abundantly in all the lime-
stone and shale layers is that there was a too rapid depo-
sition of materials which destroyed such kinds of life.
On a branch of Coon Hollow the brachiopod shell Zygospia
modesta (Hall) contributes to the blue limestone series
many successive layers several inches in thickness. There
are numerous examples in Clermont County where the
solid rock is built up by shells so minute that a microscope
must be called to the aid of the observer.

On the farm of B. . Clark, in Wayne township, there
is a layer of shale, a natural section of which is shown by
Stonelick Creek, fully ninety-five per cent. of which is
made up of the heads, arms, bodies, etc., of the crincid
Glyptocrinus decadactylus.. A section is also exposed on
the Obannon, near Goshen, where about the same per cent.
of the layer is made up of like remains. On Rocky Run,
near the residence of Peter Anderson, Iisq., is a layer:of
shale almost entirely made up of perfect trilobites of the
There are other examples,
“but these will suffice in this connection.

species Culymene Lenanaria.

2.—PALZEONTOLOGY OR VITAL HISTORY.

The fossils of the bedded rocks of Clermont County, to
which reference has been frequently made in the preceding
pages, are very numerous aod caunot fail to attract the
attention of the most thoughtless observer when viewed
aside from their value to the scientist, especially when it is
remembered that in them we have the well-preserved re-
mains of the first animal life that appeared on the globe,
though countless ages have intervened between their exist-
ence and ours. The Cincinnati group, which is all repre-
sented by the bedded rock of Clermont County, is to the

geologist classical ground, as there is no other locality in
the world where there are so many well-preserved forms of
the inhabitants of that wonderful life-giving or producing
sca, and where they can behold rcpresentatives of the lower
divisions of the animal kingdom to a certainty. To give a
description of all the fossils of the animal and vegetable
kingdoms, as found represented in the bedded rock of Cler-
mont County, would fill a volume of itself; so that only the
division, horizon, and locality of the various fossils will be
given. ~The remains of plants are less abundant and inter-
esting than the animal fossils already noted. The plants of
the blue limestone belong wholly to the lowest divisions of
the vegetable kingdom, and are in all cases of marine
origin. Fucoids (seaweeds) are quite numerous throughout
the whole series, and assume a great many different forms.
The most peculiar are the dumb-bell and arrowhead. The
latter was first noticed by that veteran pulseontologist L. C.
Moore, Esq. It was found on Back Run, a branch of the
east fork, about two miles northeast from Batavia, at a
horizon of one hundred and seventy-five feet, and associated
with the former. The cross-bone fucoid is found about
twenty feet below the trilobite horizon on the Obannon, at
Goshen, on Stonelick Creek, and on a branch of Coon
Hollow, near the residence of Thomas Daugherty, in Ba-
tavia township. The writer has some found at the latter
place that are of an enormous size, being over six inches
in diameter and four feet long. In the same horizon very
diminutive ones are found. The beds at Goshen, Clark’s,
and Daugherty’s belong to the same horizon, and have a
vertical range of ten to twelve feet. There are several
other localities in the county where they can be found, but
these are the most prominent. The corals of the-Cincin-
nati group are very numerous and interesting. During the
past year the writer bas discovered some five or six new
species. The star and bullhorn (common, names) are the
most interesting. The former is found in abundance on
the farm of Valentine Dellar, in Stonelick township ; the
latter at least in four or five localities. The various forms
of the genus Chatetes are found almost in every horizon in
the country.

The Graptolite family is only represented by one species™
(Graptolithus gracilis), which was first discovered by L.
C. Moore, lisq., and is found in a single horizon in the bed
of the east fork a short distance above Batavia.

The most beautiful of all the fossils found in Clermont

- County are the various genera of the erinoid family. Of

these the genus Glytocrinus decadactylus (Hall) is the
most abundant and interesting! It is found in only one
horizon in Clermont County, at an elevation of three hun-
dred and twenty-five feet, with a vertical range of not to
exceed six feet, though stems are found to a greater alti-
tude. One peculiarity of this as well as other species is
that it is not found continuously, but in colonies, or, to use
a miner’s term, in pockets. On Stonelick, near the resi-
dence of B. F. Clark, Elijah Cowen found over two hundred
in one colony, and in some ten or fifteen, over twelve hun-
dred perfect specimens. They were all large and well pre-
served. The same horizon is found on the Obannon, near

# Since writing the above two other species have been discovered.
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Goshen, where similar colonies were found by Dr. A. B.
Anshutz, though in not so large a number. The specimens
obtained from this locality are the best in the State. A
great many have been mounted by Harry Anshutz, Esq.

There are only two other localities in the county where
this species is found,—viz., on Rocky Run, and near the
residence of W. South, deceased, on a branch of Brushy
Fork. The writer has a fine specimen of the species
(Anomalocrinus incurvus), which was found at a much
lower horizon on the same strcam where the M. & C. Turn-
pike crosses it.

Several other species have been noted by Dr. A. B. An-
shutz, L. C. Moore, Esq., Dr. J. B. Thompson, Enoch
Johnston, Esq., and the writer, which space will forbid
mentioning. Of the genus Agelucrinus (Vanuxem), one
species (Agelacrinus vorticellata) has been noted, its horizon
being found near Batavia, in a natural section exposed by

the east fork. This genus is closely allied, as well as the .

other genera, to the crinoids. In the ascending scale the
next division of the animal kingdom that we come to is the
Mollusca. Of the five general divisions into which this family
is divided, all are well represented by forty-five genera and at
least one bundred and fifty species, and go to make up fully
nine-tenths of the fossils found in the bedded rocks of
Clermont County.

Of the division Cephalophoda, the genus Orthoceras is
the most abundant,—at least is represented by several spe-
cies which reached a greater size than any of the inhab-
tants of the Lower Silurian Period.

The species Orthoceras Tuibidum is found in a dozen
different localities, representing at least half that number of
horizons, but is generally found in the Eden shales. One
of the best localities known is on the farm of Thomas
Daugherty, in Batavia township. The species O. Duseil
is also found in different localities, while it is generally
found in the shale, by no means always. Some two or three
specimens (typical) can be seen crystallized in the flagging
forming the sidewalks of Owensville. The largest specimens
of the former, some six inches in diameter and twenty in
length (but pot representing all—only a part—of the speci-
men), belong to Dr. J. B. Thompson, of Bethel, and were
obtained near that place at an elevation of four hundred
feet.* (Enoch Johnson, L. C. Moore, and the writer have
specimens of this and other species that are remarkably
large.) Of the latter P. T. Stuart, of Perin’s Mills, has
the largest, which is eighteen inches long, and was found at
the horizon of one hundred and eighty feet. Of all the
species that have been examined by the writer, one in the
possession of L. C. Moore, Esq., is the most interesting
from its peculiar shape, which might be named the Mori:
(or fan) orthoceras. It was found near Batavia in a cut
made by the Cincinnati and Erie Railroad, at the horizon
of one hundred and seventy-five feet. This specimen is
eleven inches long and two in diameter. The siphuncle is
plainly shown, and at the lateral end is a fan-like expansion ;
hence the name.

Of the gasteropod shells of the group, at least fifteen
genera, with five times that number of species, are recog-

# The Ohio River at low-water mark at Cincinnati as the base,.

nized. At the horizon of three hundred feet they are found
in abundance, associated with the brachiopods. On Stone-
lick Creek, near the residence of Elijah Cowen, on Still
Run, near the residence of Jacob Balthizer, and on Coon
Hollow, near the residence of Josiah Pierce, they are found.
There are other localities in different horizons, but the one
of one hundred and fifty feet seems the most prolific.

The species Orthis Liforata is found throughout the
whole series, and is one of three out of sixty species repre-
senting twelve genera. This species, at the horizon of four
hundred feet, is very numerous. On a branch of Stonelick
Creck, near the residence of Mrs. Elizabeth Ware, they are
lying loose in the bed of the stream, where they can be
picked up by the hundred, of all sizes. The species Stro-
phomena alternatu has also a wide vertical range, but there
are not so many varieties as has the first. ZLeptzena cericea
also has a great vertical as well as horizontal range, but does
not attain full size in the bedded rocks of Clermont County.
There are many species of the lamellibranch mollusks found-
in different horizons in the county. The genus Avicula is
well represented by one species, the dvicula demissa, which
is found in the same horizon with the crinoid Glyptocrinus
decaduactylus and trilobite Claymene Lenanaria.

Of the divisions of the animal kingdom, the branch Ar-
ticulata, to the masses as well as to the geologist, is the
most interesting, Not only are they interesting on account
of their beauty, but from the enormous size that some of the
species of trilobites have attained. There are only two spe-
cies found in Clermont County, representing that many gen-
era,—viz.,Claymene Lenanarie and dsaphus gigas,—and,
so far as has been observed, are found in the same horizon,
that of four hundred feet,—probubly less,—with the excep-
tion of two, which are four hundred and fifiy. The first
species is the most abundant. The only localities in which
it has been found are on Hunter's Run (a branch of Stone-
lick Creek) and at Orebaugh’s steam grist-mill, at Newton-
ville, in Wayne township, which are in the same horizon
as, and fifty feet higher than, the following localities: At
Clark’s saw-mill, on Stonelick Creek ; on Rocky Run, near
the residence of Peter Anderson; on a branch of Brushy
TFork, near the residence of William South, deceased, in
Stonelick township; on the farm of Thomas Daugherty,
in Batavia township; near Harlow’s grist-mill, on the east
fork, in Jackson township; and on the Obannon, near
Goshen, in Goshen township. The vertical range of all
these beds, representing two horizons, is not to exceed ten
feet. On the farm of Thomas Daugherty the horizon is
within three feet of the surface of the table-land. The
scecond species has been found in connection with the first
at only two localities,—viz., at Clark’s saw-mill, on Stone-
lick, and at Orebaugh’s, at Newton,—where they were found
(and the horizon exposed) by the digging of a well. Here
it was struck at eight feet from the surface. It is a shale
about threc feet in thickness. From this locality some

very fine specimens have been obtained, now in the posses-

sion of Dr. W. E. Anderson, of that place. At Clark’s
mill at least two thousand have been found in the last
twenty years of the former, and twenty of the latter.}

1 Not twenty thousand.
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The Asaphus gigas found here is larger than at Newton-
ville, but not so well preserved. Of the various species of
the star-fish, only one has been found so far in Clermont
County, which was the Puleaster incomptus, at Goshen, by
Harry Anshutz, Esq., which was unknown to the writer
until after the preceding pages had been written ; hence the
cause of its being noted in this connection.

3.—PHYSICAL HISTORY OF THE CINCINNATI GROUP.

The third topic of this general division will be treated
under the following heads: 1. The Cincinnati Anticlinal,
including a discussion of the dip of its beds; 2. The Date
of its Upheaval, as determined by its relations to surround-
ing formations.

1. The gentle fold in the strata of the Mississippi Valley
which traverses the central regions of Tennessee and Ken-
tucky, and which afterwards enters Ohio in its southwest
corner, passing thence across the State to Canada in a direc-
tion little east of north, has long been recognized under the
name of the Cincinnati anticlinal, or the Cincinnati axis,
and was one of the carliest folds that constitute the Appa-
lachian mountain system. The strata on both sides of the
Cincionati anticlinal axis dip in opposite directions; thus,
the strata that are formed on top of the hills in Clermont
County can be followed to the eastern side of Brown, where
they disappear below the river with a marked casterly dip,
while on the west the same beds are carried beneath the river
with a stronger westerly dip. In traveling east or west from
this axis you strike the coal-fields of Ohio and Indiana at
about the same distance through the same intervening form-
ations. The real existence of these facts within the obser-
vation of the mediocre proves the proposition beyond a
doubt. And that it passes through Bethel is claimed by
Professor Orton, who has made a special study of it, though
we are inclined to think that it is several miles too fur east.

By measuring the height of the same stratum at different
places would establish it somewhere in Clermont County
beyond a doubt. The easterly, westerly, and northerly dip
are respectively five, twelve, and forty-seven inches to the
mile, and that it is continuous throughout the State has
been proven where artesian and other wells have been sunk
to a sufficient depth.

2. From the multitude of fossils found .in the rocks that
once formed the bottom of the Silurian sea, representing by
their appearance extreme age, proves the fact that the Cin-
cinnati axis was of very slow growth. “It was only a
gentle flexure of the earth’s crast, involving the Lower and
Upper Silurian, and to some extent the Devonian, forma-
tions of Ohio.” To the southward its emergence as an
island from that ancient sez was probably of earlier date
than in Ohio, and so was it in Clermont County before
Franklin in the central part. Thus different portions of the
geological series of this general region known as an island
have been involved in the different stages of its history.
From the foregoing facts, and many more that might be
adduced, it appears that the Cineinnati axis in Clermont
County was raised above the sea just after the close of the
Lower Silurian period, and that it underwent many oscilla-
tions, but those of elevation exceeded those of depression,
and, too, that the rate of movement was exceedingly slow,
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which is shown by the small dip of the strata that have
been elevated, by the want of any anticlinal fracture in the
Cincinnati beds; and, too, that the Lebanon beds once
crowned all of the anticlinal axis in Clermont County there
is no doubt. The denuding agencies to which the bedded
rocks of Clermont County have been exposed during the
cycles of time since they were added to the dry land of the
globe would certainly appear a sufficient reason for the loss
of the greater part of the crown.

DRIFT.

Nowhere in the State is the drift so Interesting as in
Clermont County, where it has not only modified the to-
pography of the county by the filling up of ancient river
channcls and causing new oues to be made, but has reversed
the order of glacial deposition as found elsewhere, where
local agents have so destroyed its uniformity of composi-
tion, depth, and horizun as to perplex the student of. geol-
ogy as to its history. Bringing, as it has, the precious
metals from the distant north, furnishing a soil which for
fertility cannot be excelled, and a horizon for springs so
important to a people given to stock-raising, it must neces-
sarily be treated of under the following heads,—viz., 1.
Origin and General History; 2. Division of the Drift.

1. ORIGIN AND GENERAL HISTORY.

As has been before stated, there are no, records left in
Clermont County of the fifteen geological periods interven-
ing between the Lower Silurian and Quaternary, repre-
senting some of the most important epochs in geological
history and immense cycles of time. That such is the case
every one will acknowledge when it is remembered that
this portion of the Silurian island was above the sea, while
other portions of the continent were below it.

At the close of the Tertiary (or third period) there was
a general upheaval of the northern part of the countinent,
raising it several thousand feet above its previous or present
height. This phenomenon was followed by intense cold
ana the formation of extensive continental glaciers, which,
in the course of time, moved southward, down, as it were,
an inclined plane, grinding and crushing everything in
their path. Thus it was that the basins of the Great
Lakes were formed, and the débris scattered all over the
State in the form of bowlder or Erie clay. This bowlder
clay, the oldest of the drift secries, is not universally found
in Clermont County, nor is it uniform in depth or stratifi-
cation. Immediately after the first phenomenon a second
one occurred, in which there was a general depression of
the central and northern portions of the continent and the
return of a milder climate, which melted the glaciers that
had found a resting-place, as it were, in the Buckeye State.
The result of this depression was the return of a milder
climate, as has already been stated, and the appearance of
vegetavle ‘life in Clermont County and elsewhere in the
central and southern portions of the State, as attested by
the numerous forest-beds found overlying the native soils
and bowlder clay. This phenomenon has been styled the
interglacial stuge. This stage was succeeded by another,
which might be ealled the iceberg, the cause of which was
a partial re clevation of the land and a partial return of a
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cold climate, productive of loeal glaciers and icebergs, which
was followed by a partial subsidence, and is known as the
terrace epoch, the last geological phenomenon experienced
during the Quaternary Period.

2. DIVISION OF THE SERIES.

Under this head the following subdivisions will be made,
and treated of in the order in which they are given: 1.
Bowlder Cluy; 2. Forest-Beds; 3. Yellow and White
Clays; 4. River-Terraces; 5. Alluvial Depcsits.

1. Bowlder Clay.—The evidences of glacial action are
numerous in Clermont County, though but two terminal

moraines of small areas are found within its limits as-

far south as the Ohio River. Of these, one is on Bull-
skin Creck, about two miles from its mouth, in Frauklin
township ; the other near Blairville, in Pierce township.
From natural and artificial sections it is probable that the
bowlder clay covers -one-tenth of the ancient floor or
bedded rocks in the county. It is not confined to any
definite horizon, it being in some places one hundred feet
below the surface, while in others it forms it. In some
localities it is stratified, while in others it is not. Asto
structure and composition it is almost universally the same,
being a blue clay (the flour of limestones and shales that
have been ground by the glacial mills) intermixed with
small pebbles and bowlders of crystalline rocks and frag-
ments of limestone scratched and considerably worn by
attrition, all belonging to a higher series than ours.

In Stonelick township, on the farm of Wm. Cook, are
some very heavy deposits, at least forty feet in thickness,
and covered by two or three feet of surface soil. Near
the residence of Elisha Williams it crosses the present bed
of Brushy Fork at right angles, showing that the channel
ran in another direction and at a lower horizon once in its
history. On the farm of John Rapp are also some very
heavy deposits. On the farm of A. J. Turner a heavy
deposit is shown by a natural section of Possum Hollow.
It is at least fifty feet thick. This stream shows a section
of an ancient drift-filled channel, where the structure and
composition were different, being almost wholly composed of
flat limestones set on edge and mixed with enough concre-
* tionary matter to cement the whole together like grouting.
In Miami township are some heavy deposits, on the farms
of Daniel Turner, E. W. Jones, John Armstrong, and
Thos. Highlands, In Union township there are some very
heavy deposits on Salt Run. In Batavia township it is
shown along the Williamsburgh turnpike, on the Bata-
via Hill, where it has not so many bowlders, ete., in it,
and closely approximates to till. On Backbone Run, on
the farm of Thos. Marsh, a typical scction is shown, where
it has been stratified, also at the mouth of Backbone Run.
Some very heavy deposits are seen in Union and Pierce
townships, along the line of the Ohio River branch of
the C. & E. Railroad. On the farm of John Shaw, one and
a lalf miles northeast of New Richmond, some of the
largest bowlders ever noticed by the writer in the bowlder
clay were seen, where it has completely filled up the chan-
nel of an ancient rivulet.

In a great many places the bowlder clay is overlaid by a
greater or less thickness of fine laminated clay without

" found at fifteen to twenty feet below the surface.

pebbles, which belongs to it, their composition being the
same, and origin identical. Again, at various places, it is
overlaid with stratified gravel and sand. Good examples
of this are scen at Turner’s Hill, near Stonelick ; on the
farm of Wm. Shumard, near Blairsville, in Pierce township ;
and at least in a dozen other localities the same thing has
been noted. In every case the gravel and sand showed
that they had been deposited in water. In all the exam-
ples given there is more or less conglomerate.

2. Forest-Beds—This name was given to one of the
divisions of the drift which consists of a thin sheet of soil
that covers the bedded rocks and bowlder clay to a great
extent in Clermont County (the origin of which has already
been given), and was the product of a growth of vegetation
which after the retreat of the glaciers covered the greater
part of the morainic material left behind them. This was

_ for ages a land-surface which sustained a forest of arbores-

cent and herbaceous plants, the home of the mammoth,
mastodon, giant beaver, and doubtless many other animals,
It does not always overlay the bowlder clays, but sometimes
rests on the rocky floor of the county. It varies from five
to thirty-five feet in thickness so far as it has come under
the notice of the writer.

In some localities the logs, stumps, ete., are found in a
horizontal position, while in others they are vertical. Not
only have logs, stumps, etc., been found, but great masses
of leaves and vegetable matter, together with vivianite (or
sulphate of iron), seams of ochreous clays, and beds of bog-
iron ore. Near the residence of B. . Clark, in Wayne
township, it was struck at five feet from the surface, in
which wood, leaves, and vivianite were .found to the depth
of thirty-five feet, at which point or depth the bed-rock
was not reached. On the farm of Thomas Shumard, in
Stonelick township, at twenty-six feet from the surface logs
were struck, also leaves found. On the farm of A. G.
Hartman, at thirty-six feet from the surface logs were
struck, and at twenty-two feet a seam of bituminous coal
two feet in thickness was found, that looked as though it
had originated there. In Union township, on the farm of
John Avey, at the depth of twenty-five feet, coal was found,
and at thirty feet from the surface leaves carbonized. In
the town of Batavia it has been found at twenty feet below
the surface, when leaves, wood, etc., have also been found
in a good state of preservation. In the town of New Rich-
mond, at thirty-six feet below the surface, limbs of trees
were found in a good state of preservation. These are only
a few out of a hundred that might be given. Some of
these wells were at a higher clevation than the surrounding
country, while others seem to have been at one time in
swales.

There is only one locality in Clermont County where
these forest-beds are found to cover any extent of country,
and that is in Tate township, where they are universally
There
ave several instances known to the writer where wells within
one hundred feet would show opposite drift formations. In
the one the bowlder clay would be found resting on a rocky
floor overlaid by a forest-bed of considerable thickness and
last by a stratum of clay, white; the other would have a
stratum of yellow clay resting on the rocky floor, which
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was not over ten feet from the surfuce. As these beds can
only be seen by artificial sections, their horizontal extent
can never to a certainty be ascertained, but must ever con-
tinue to be the most interesting division of the series.

3. Yellow and White Clays.—It will be remembered,
at the close of the interglucinl stage, that there was a par-
tial re-clevation of the land and a partial return of local
glaciers and icebergs. As the re-elevation was gradual,
the first phenomenon would be icebergs, followed by local
glaciers, which transported the waste of the bowlder clay
as far south as the Ohio River in Clermont County. In
composition the yellow is almost identical with the bowlder,
but in structure it has no scratched limestone of any series
imbedded in it, but has, to a greater or less extent, erys-
talline rocks well worn and of various sizes: Its vertical
range is, taken as a whole, about fifteen feet, with a hori-
zontal one of two-thirds of the surface of Clermont County,
and forms the surface soils of a great portion of it. This
clay, in an economic sense, is the most important of all the
series, as from it immense quantities of brick are annually
manufactured for home and foreign consumption. It
should have been remarked that in one or two localities it
only covers the bedded rocks to the depth of two or three
feet, as is the case in that portion of Stonelick and Jack-
son townships through which the Jackson pike runs, and
that all the heavy deposits of gravel and conglomerate are
overlaid by it, showing conclusively that those peculiar
formations could only be accounted for by the theory that
the stratified gravel and sand had been transported by ice-
bergs and deposited in a mass in quiet waters.

The white elays, which constitute the surface-soils of about
one-fourth of Clermont County, are stratified and of a finer
structure, and have no limestone or crystalline rocks in them,
and are locally known as the swamp-lands of the county.
Over nearly all of Clermont County here and there bowlders
or erratic blocks are found on the surface, sometimes resting
on the rocky floor of the county, but almost universally on
the clays. These bowlders are generally composed of
metamorphic and crystalline rocks, such as are found in
the Canadian highlands to-day, and which have been
brought to their present locality by icebergs. These bowl-
ders are more abundant in Stonelick township than in any
other part of the county. A few of the largest will be
mentioned : Near the residence of Henry Long, on the
township road, is one that will weigh twelve tons; on the
farm of Ezekiel Mitchell are some three or four of the
same dimensions; on the farm of John Rapp is onc that
will weigh twenty tons, in which copper-ore has been dis-
covered; on the farm of J. L. Gerard is one, on the north
slope of the hill, one hundred feet above the bed of Stone-
lick, and about the same from the brow of the hill; on the
same farm are several others, some on the table-land and
two at the base of the hills of Still Run; near Perin's
Mills are some very large ones, on the furms of Daniel
Turner, B. W. Jones, and Thomas Highlands; in the
townships bordering on the Ohio River they are not so
numerous ; on the farm of John Shaw several were noticed ;
near New Richmond and Blairville a few have been also
noted by the writer. Mention has been made by Prof.
Orton of oue at Bethel, on the farm of Col. Perrine. As

to kind, the granites are the most abundant, especially the
red, though greenstones and slate are occasionally seen.

4. River Terraces—These terraces belong to the terrace
epoch, the last phenomenon of the Quaternary Period and
chapter of the drift. They are not numerous in Clermont
County, the most extensive one being near Milford. That
these gravel terraces were formed under a different order of
things than now exists there is not the least doubt, from
the fuct that they are elevated at least fifty feet above high-
water mark, and from their arrangement have been deposited
in still water; which is explained by the following theory,—
viz., that the continent sank during the later stages of this
period counsiderably below its present level, and that it was
afterward re-elevated. During the period of their forma-
tion a portion of Clermont County was submerged .and
covered by a large body of fresh water, in which these ter-
races were formed from the sand and gravel brought down
by the streams now found in the county. At the close of
this period there was a gradual elevation of the continent,
as has been previously stated, and a subsidence of the fresh
water, causing the deposits in the channels to be carried by
the force of their currents to lower levels, constituting the
upper portions of the river-bottoms of to-day, and filling and
changing the course of some of the small streams of the
county. These terraces in many cases changed the chan-
nels of the streams, as is to be observed at-Milford ; for the
Miawi at one time ran northeast of the town, with the
mouth of the east fork near the cemetery.

5. Allwvial Deposits—That the present system of drain-
ing was but little affected by the drift in Clermont County is
obvious, from the fact that not all of its surface was covered
by its deposits, and that they were not continuous and uni-
form, and that but few of the channels of the strecams have
been changed from what they were at the beginning of that

. most interesting of all periods,~—viz., the Quaternary. In

the discussion of alluvial deposits, the writer takes the
liberty of going beyond the effects of surface erosion. ILet
it be understood that at the beginning of' the glacial epoch
the bed of the Ohio River, as well as that of its tributaries,
was much lower than at the present time. The first de-
posit of the drift was the bowlder clay, which is found in
many of the channels of the lesser streams of the county,
and which is the lowest stratum of the deposits, resting as
it does, in most instances, on the bedded rocks. Next in
the ascending order is the forest-beds, which are found in
the Ohio Valley, at a distance of thirty to forty feet below
the present surface, and which at one time constituted the
ancient soil of the valley, and were formed during the inter-
glacial stage, when the channel of the river was sixty feet
lower than at the present time and above high-water mark,
and not, as one would suppose, from sediment deposited by
annual overflows, together with the leaves, logs, ete., found
in that horizon. This forest-bed is covered by ochreous
clay, sand, gravel, cte., to a depth of fiftecen to thirty feet.
As has been stated, at the close of the terrace epoch there
was a vast amount of deposits in the channels of the various
streams emptying into the Ohio east fork and Miami Rivers.
These deposits consisted of gravel and sand, with occasional
layers of clay, which at Blairville is manufactured into the
best of brick. During the time that has intervened between
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the last of the drift epochs to the present erosion has been
actively at work, bringing sand, gravel, and rocks of con-
siderable size from higher altitudes, and depositing them on
the lowlands that border on the above-named streams. That
the reader may have a better idea of how the channel of
the east fork has been -filled up,—not only its present, but
ancient,—a few sections will be given as obtained from the
digging and driving of wells. At the residence of T. C.
Teal, Esq., a drive-well was sunk to the depth of thirty-six
feet in the ancient channel without striking the bedded
rocks, of which the following is a section : Two fect of soil,
ten feet of case gravel, four of fine sand, six of case river-
washed gravel, six of fine blue sand having phosphate of
iron in it, two of laminated blue clay, six of case sand.
'The bottom of this well is twenty feet below the bottom of
the present channel of the east fork, which is solid lime-
stone. On the farm of James Gerning, on the opposite side
of the east fork, a well was sunk forty feet through gravel,
sand, ete. ; on the farm of George Turner is a drive-well
twenty-six feet deep, where about the same order was ob-
served ; at Perin’s Mills are several which have been car-
ried to the depth of from twenty-six to forty-two feet, where
about the same order of deposits was obtained ; and in every
instance the bedded rocks were not reached. That the
drift deposits of Clermont County will always continue to
be an interesting feature of its geology cannot be denied,
but that they may be fully understood will require time, as
but little more can be known of them except by artificial
sections as furnished by railroad cuts and wells; and, too,
that the alluvial deposits, as represented by the valley of
the east fork, will, as they have in the past, be a source of
wealth to it which cannot be estimated in the future.

MINERALOGY.

In an economie sense, there are no minerals in Clermont
County besides the blue limestone rocks that are found all
over it at or near the surface to a great depth, and the
yellow clays, which are also found in abundance, from
which millions of brick are annually manufactured for home
and foreign consumption.

The blue limestone rocks vary as to composition and
thickness, and are chiefly quarried for burning into lime
and for building purposes. Those strata that are made up
of the remains of the various iuhabitants. of the Silurian
sea are not suitable for building-rock, being what quarry-
men call * shelly,” and are more rcadily affected by the ele-
ments, as they are not so compact in structure as those
having no fossils in them. Again, they are generally from
one to two inches in thickness, and cannot be so profitably

quarried as those from six to twelve. They do not yield as ~

much lime by fifteen per cent. Among their many disad-
vantages they have onc advantage over their thicker brethren,
being in -demand for flageing. Good examples are scen
in the bed of Stonelick Creek, near the residences of Llijah
Cowen and Ira Williams, and in a branch of Brushy Fork,
near the residence of William South, in Stonelick township,
where they are quarried in large quantities.

The Cincinnati beds have no very heavy strata in Cler-
mont County. The only stratun: that is over twelve inches
in thickness is seen on a branch -of Salt Run, in Union

township, where one measures sixteen. From this stratum
bases for gravestones and rock for building purposes have
been quarried, and it would burn into a good lime for under-
ground masonry, abutments for bridges, ete. For plastering
the lime would set too quick, and be what plasterers call
“too hot.” Its composition is ninety-five per cent. of
carbonate of lime, with only a trace of magnesia; and if
this stratum were near a railroad, with good facilities for
transportation, its lime would outsell the famous Springficld
for many things. While it is true that you find a layer
now and then of considerable thickness, as a general thing
they soon run out, being local.

The largest limekilns in the county are situated on Coon
Hollow, in Batavia township, where from three to five thou-
sand bushels are annually burned for home consumption.
Near New Richmond there are several small kilns. There
are several quarries located at different places in the county,
where more or less rock is quarried for home consumption,
but the only ones where they are for export are located in ]
the Point Pleasant beds, which are exposed along the Obio
River just above low water from New Richmond to Chilo.
They furnish a most desirable building stone, being compact,
free from fossils, of a good color, and easily worked as com-
pared with the rocks of the Cincinnati beds. In thickness,
the strata range from eight to twenty inches, and are very
uniform. Several thousand perches are annually taken to
Cincinnati on flatboats.

The following persons have quarries: Jerry Deleany, W.
P. Flanigan, Bushman & Laycock, and J. A. Cox. The
foundation-stones of the piers of the Cincinnati suspension-
bridge were obtained from these quarries.

A heavy concretionary stratum is also found in the same
horizon, which is useless for building purposes, but makes
a good article of hydraulic cement. To the geologist, as
well as the masses, these beds and quarries are the most
interesting and profitable of any found in the limits of the
county, and must continue to be a good investment to those
who have been so fortunate as to become the owners of
them.

In the drift deposits of Clermont County, which cover
two-thirds of its surface, platinum, gold, and silver have
been found, together with the various ores of iron, copper,
and lead. .

Platinum has only been found at one place in the county,
—viz., at Elk Lick,—and was first discovered in 1869 hy
a German geologist from Vienna, Austria.

The ezistence of gold in the drift of Clermont County
was first discovered, in 1869, on the farm of Robert Wood,
near Elk Lick. A short time after its discovery, Capt.
Glass organized a company, and spent between two and
three thousand dollars in the building of a flume to wash
the gravel in which the gold was found. After two hun-
dred rods had been built a freshet occurred, which washed

.it all away but one scction of sixteen feet, from which

twenty dollars in gold-dust was obtained.

After this unfortunate circumstance occurred, work was
discontinued. Other parties also prospected on the same
farm and ncar Batavia, but without success. In April,
1872, John and Joseph Dumford obtained fifteen dollars
in two hours by crevassing on Wissel's Run, in Stonelick
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township. In August of that year the ¢ Stonelick Valley
Mining Company” was organized. It leased the farm of
A. J. Turner, and commenced to tunnel through the hill
near his residence from the Possum Hollow side. After
spending one hundred dollars and penetrating the hill
about thirty-five feet, it was abandoned. These are the
only companies that were ever organized to develop the
Clermont County gold-mines, though every ravine and
guleh in it has been prospected for that precious metal.
From one to thirty colors can be found in a pan of dirt by
crevassing in the beds of any of the streams found in the
county.

The most prominent places besides those given are on
the farms of William Cook, Geeorge Smith, and Clemons
Groth, in Stonelick township. On the farm of the latter,
Clinton Hill found a piece worth fifty cents in a pocket in
the Erie clay. On the pike leading from Batavia to the
county infirmary, at the spring east of the latter, colors
can be found by vashing the gravel.

In a word, the Clermont County gold-ficlds are wherever
you find bowlder or Erie clay and gravel. The gold found
is very pure, ranging from twenty-two to twenty-three
carats'in fineness, and is what miners call ““float,”—that is,
gold that has been carried some distance from the drift
proper by erosion (or the force of running water or ice),
and deposited in the crevices of the rocks in the bed of
the streams and the pockets or holes in the Erie clay,
wherever that forms the bed-rock. Tlint-gold has a bright
metallic lustre, like coins just from the mint. As gold is
always found <n situw with the Primary rocks, of which
there are none exposed in Clermont County, it becomes an
undisputed fact that its origin is foreign.

Though gold is seldom found among our northern er-
ratics, there is where it came from, and, in fact, all the
mioerals of Clermont County. William Cook and Jusper
Dumford each had specimens of gold in quartz of great
purity, and worth about forty cents each. The writer has
a specimen of quartz with silver in it that was found on
Sugar-Camp Run in 1872, This is the only one that has
ever been found in the county, as now known.

Copper has been found in connection with lead near
Fax Rock, on Salt Run, in Union township, and at several
other places in the county. In 1871 a piece of galena-ore
(or sulphuret of. lead) was found on the farm of John
Moore, in Stonelick township, weighing eleven pounds.

It is claimed, with some authority, that the early
settlers obtained their lead from this locality. One thing
18 known,—that pieces of various sizes are found on it at
the present time. Not only has lead been found on the
Moore farm, but in Union, Batavia, and Pierce townships
in small quantities.

The only beds of iron-ore of any extent found in the
county are on the farm of Samuel Morehead, in Jackson
township, which have a surface area of about twenty acres
and a vertical range of two feet, and of the variety called
bog. Analysis shows that it contains about forty-one per
cent. of metallic ore.

On the farm of Jasper Dumford, in Stonelick township,
red hematite ore has been found in consideruble quantities
in the bed of a small brook. Oune of the best specimens of

ingredients.

that kind of* ore ever seen by the writer was found on the
farm of Bertrand Fomarin, in the same township.

There are fifty places in Clermont County where some of
the numerous iron-ores can be found, especially bog and red
hematite. Argillaceous ore is universally found in the yel-
low clays, and is a shell of iron inclosing a nodule of clay.
Sulphate of iron is found in the drift on the farms of A. J.
Turner, F. Wissel, and Clemens Grotte, in Stonelick town-
ship. In the tunnel on the farm of A. J. Turner, for four
inches above the bed-rock, or bowlder-clay, it constitutes
ten per cent. of the mass.

Though sulphate of iron and argillaceous iron-ore are of
no practical value, they are not without scientific interest.
As before remarked, all the above ores are found in the
drift, whose origin has been before given.

Bituminous coal has been found on the farms of Dr. J.

B. Cline and John Avey, in Union township, twelve fect
below the surface, and was discovered by the digging of
wells. It has also been found on the surface. Tliough
having been exposed to the clements for ages, it burns
readily. In Jackson township, on the farm now owned by
Albert Hartman, a scam two feet thick was struck in the
drift twenty-six feet from the surface. This is the only
place yet known to the writer where it was not prowiscu-
ously mixed with sand and pebbles, and sometimes logs and
leaves. ’ -
Near the residence of Mrs. Maria Dumford, in Stonelick
township, sulphate of lime (or plaster of Paris) is found
between the layers of limestone.
found in uneven sheets.

It is very pure, and is

There was a time when the mineral springs of Clermont
County were not without value to the pionecr settlers. = As
early as 1798 salt was made from brine obtained from a
well near Woodville (now claimed to be in Warren County).
It was twenty-eight feet deep, and sunk partly in the drift
and limestone. The stock of the wooden pump can still be
seen, though the brine in the well was exhausted over forty
years ago. There are several salt springs in the vicinity,
but that was the only one cver utilized. The salt manu-
factured from its brine was first-class in every respect. It
is supposed to have been used by the Indians. Near Salt
Run, in Union township, brine was obtained from a well,

from which salt was manufactured at an early date. Sev-
eral springs existed years ago, but are now gone. Near

Elk Lick, in Batavia township, are several salt springs;
from them salt was manufactured by the * Jersey Settle-
ment,” though the quantity was small as compured with the
amount made at Woodville. They are now hardly licks,
and in the course of time will entirely lose their mineral
On the line between Clermont and Brown
Counties, in Jackson township, there were several springs
fifty years ago, from the water of which salt was made.
They are now licks, which in Clermont County number
over fifty, and were the great resorts of the wild animals
before and during its early settlement. In Stonelick town-
ship there are several wells that are brackish which have
been sunk in the salt horizon. These springs, though a
greater part of them are situated in the drift, certainly de-
rive their salt from the blue limestone rocks and shales.
There are also several springs in the county that hold in
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solution sulphur, iron, and magnesia. On the farm of John
Good, in Jackson township, is a spring, on the bank of
Pleasant Run, which is strongly impregnated with sulphur.
On the same stream and township, on the farm of T. D.
Hartman, is a large spring, the water of which holds in
solution sulphur, iron, and magnesia. There are many
springs that hold iron in solution in their water in this
county, but are of neither scientific nor medicinal value,
but only contribute their mite in making Clermont one of
the most peculiar counties, geologically speaking, in the

State.
FRESH-WATER SUPPLY.

In an economic sense, we have now come to one of the
most important divisions of the geology of the county.
Those who have studied the structure of the blue limestone
rocks of the Cincinnati group (which have a thickness of
one thousand feet) well know that they form an impervious

strata, through which the water that falls on the surface’

cannot to any extent percolate and forms large underground
reservoirs in the shape of broad and shallow sheets or narrow
rills, and that but little of the water-supply comes from
wells or springs that are sunk and have their source of
supply in its bedded rocks, but that the greater portion
of it comes from wells and springs that have been sunk
and have their origin in the bowlder clay, which is the
horizon of nine-tenths of the springs in Clermont County.

On the farm of G. W. Boutell, near Charleston, in Go-
shen township, is a spring, having its source in the bowlder
clay, that furnishes that neighborhood with an abundance
of water. On the farmsof J. W. S. Robinson and A. J. Tur-
per are several large springs that have their origin in the
drift. On the farm of John Armstrong, in Miami town-
ship, are several that are of like origin and would make
a six-inch stream if confined to one waste-way. On the
farm of G. Swing, in the same township, is one that runs
a four-inch stream, a part of which has been utilized by the
Cincinnati Turnpike Company for a watering-place. On
the farm of Ezekiel Edwards, in Union township, are
a series of springs, at the foot of the second bottoms, in
which the bowlder clay forms the bed-rock. These springs
extend a distance of half a mile, and if collected would
make a stream two fuet in diameter. There are -hundreds
of others that might be named of like character. On the
farm of A. M. Marsh, in Stonelick township, is a well
thirteen feet deep that has its source of water-supply in the
bowlder clay, that in an ordinary sense is inexhaustible.
On the farm of Danicl Long, in Jackson township, a
well was dug a few years ago that never could be walled
up all the way, the vein, which was also in the bowlder
clay, being too strong. On the farm of Harmonh Cover,
in the same township, a well was dug some three years
ago in which the bowlder clay was penetrated for some
distance, and while the hands were. cating their dinner a

lond noise like the rushing of water was heard, and upon -

examination it was found that a vein had burst out some
four feet from the bottom. This well furnishes an inex-
haustible supply of water during the most severe droughts.

While it is true that you do not always find water in the
bowlder clay, yet it serves a twofold purpose by being an
impervious stratum, so that where there are basins it holds

all the surface water, and by having seams of sand and
gravel running through it, that are like surface streams,
constantly carrying their underground waste-water to a
lower level. By the clearing of the forests and the ditch-
ing of the swamp-lands the streams of Clermont County
do not furnish one-fifth the water-power they did fifty
years ago, and as the country grows so will it decrease in a
like ratio, so that in the course of time artificial means
must be resorted to for stock and manufacturing purposes
by the digging of wells, cisterns, and reservoirs.

SOILS.

The surface soils of Clermont County may be divided
into two distinct classes as to origin,—viz., native and for-
cign. The native soils are those which have been formed
i sity from the disintegration of the surface or blue lime-
stone rocks and the decomposition of vegetable matter.
They are chicfly found on the southern slopes of the hills
of the Ohio and its tributaries, and constitute one-third of
the surface of the townships bordering on that river. As
the surface rocks are all the same, they do not differ much
as to composition. In color they vary from a light to a
dark brown, in proportion to the amount of organic matter
incorporated with them. Near the stratified rocks they ave
generally of a greenish cast. In depth they vary from two
to ten inches, being the shallowest of all the soils. They
are very fertile, producing large crops for years in succession
without exhausting their fertility. They are tenacious and
do not pulverize as readily as the foreign, and are more liable
to bake if stirred when wet. They hold moisture better
than any of the other soils, and corn especially seems to
stand a drought without firing, when it would have been
ruined on the others. They do not wash badly, being
neither light, porous, nor friable. They are naturally adap-
ted to the growth of Indian corn, tobacco, and wheat. The
famous tobacco- and wheat-lands of Franklin, Washington,
Monroe, and Ohio townships belong to this class.  All kinds
of fruits do well on them. The vine especially rewards the
husbandman with large crops, and in the course of time the
cultivation of the grape on these soils will become the lead-
ing interest, agriculturally, of Southern Clermont. They
are always covered with a large growth of timber, of which
buckeye, hackberry, black- and white-walnut, white- or blue-
ash, and red-elm are the most abundant. They have but
one disadvantage to offset their great excellences in part:
their slight depth in most places makes their tillage difficult.
A good example of them may be seen in the vineyard and
tobacco-field of W. W. Perkins, near Batavia.

" The foreign soils are subdivided into four classes,—viz.,
yellow, white, and black clays, and alluvial. The yellow
clays constitute one-third of the soils of the county, and are
found on the northern slopes of the hills of the tributaries
of the Ohio River and all the rolling land not included
above. 'They are formed from the weathering of the drift
and the decomposition of vegetable matter. In depth they
range from two to ten feet. At the surface they are of a
dark-brown color to the depth of four to eight inches, owing
to the amount of organic matter present. At the depth of
six to eight inches from the surface there is a sub-soil, gen-
erally ten inches in thickness; from this brick are made,
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the oxide of iron in its composition giving them a cherry-
red appearance,—a color so desirable for brick. The yellow
clays are naturally adapted for the growth of corn, oats, grass,
and potatoes. TFor a few years after thé forests that once
covered them are cleared off they produce magical crops
of almost everything. But, not having an abundance of
organic matter in their composition, they become worth-
less if cultivated for a number of years in succession. They
are very friable and porous at the surface, but the opposite
where not exposed to the direct action of the elements.
They are not- good for wheat, and the worst to wash of all
the clays. Though very tenacious, they readily yield to the
action of the elements, and after a hard freeze will melt
down like unslaked lime. The most productive as well as
profitable orchards in the county are found on the yellow
clays. Their loose surface and hard, compact sub-soil seems
to be the normal one of a large majority of the fruits grown
in this latitude. They support a dense and luxuriant growth
of vegetation. The poplars, ashes, beeches, and sugars grow
to an enormous size in these clays. You seldom, if ever,
see a poplar or sugar on any soils save yellow clays and
alluvial.

The white clays constitute the connecting link between
the yellow and black clays in this county, and are the
famous oak-ridges long noted for their enormous growth of
vegetation. They have not the vegetable matter of either
of the other clays, but excel them in organic. They are,
taken as a whole, the poorest land, agriculturally, in the
county. They are of the same depth as the yellow, but
finer in structure, and have been undoubtedly formed in
They surpass the other clays for &heat, as it does
not frecze out on them. The most prominent forest-trees
found growing on the white clays-are white- and burr-oak,
black-ash, white-beech, and white,- black,- and shellbark-
hickory.

The black clays are nothing more than the white ones
stained with vegetable matter, and are found in the maple-
and hickory-swamps of this county, and constitute about
cne-fourth of the areas of Goshen, Wayne, Jackson, and
Williamsburgh townships. They are very fertile, but must
be surface or underdrained to be productive. At the sur-
face their color is a deep black, and ranges in depth from
one to five feet. They do not pack or bake so readily as the
white, on account of the immense amount of vegetable mat-
ter present. They are particularly adapted to the growth
of the grasses, oats, and potatoes of the late varieties. The
timber found on them differs from that on any other of the
soils in this section of the State. Daple, sweet-gum, white-
elm, the hickories, Spanish-oak, red- and white-oak, and
gray-ash constitute the principal forest-trees, While the
different varieties of timber do not reach the enormous size
that they do in other soils, yet the forests are very dense.
A good example of the black clays may be seen on the farms
of James Turner and J. H. Burns, in Jackson township.

The alluvial soils are the combined result of drift and
erosion. They are only found in the valley of the Ohio
River and its tributaries, and constitute about one-forticth
part of the soils of the county. They are composed of
vegetable matter, clay, and silt. They are the most fertile
of the soils of the county, having in their composition all of

the best elements of the others. Those which are below high-
water mark are the most fertile, being recuperated almost
annually by the overflow of the streams on which they
border. They are easily tilled, and produce ‘remunerative
crops of all kinds. Oats is the only cereal that does not
flourish well on them. In depth they vary; on the gravel
terraces, the most ancient of the drift-soils, they are not over
two feet in depth, with an underlying stratum of gravel.
On the overflowed lands they range from three to fifteen
feet in depth. The fruits do not flourish well on them.
Dry weather is their only cnemy. In the early settlement
of the county they were covered with a luxuriant forest-
vegetation which has long since disappeared before the axe
of the hardy yeomanry of this county. Huge sycamores,
widespreading elms, towering walnuts, and ashes are still
occasionally met with on the immediate borders of some of
the numerous streams of the county. These soils are well
represented in the east fork valley. Agriculturally speaking,
they are the only ones that have not been almost entirely
exhausted by the past and present system of tillage.

The soils of Clermont County are naturally fertile, pro-
ducing large and remunerative crops of all the products of
this latitude, but they must be handled with judgment and
care; and when the masses know that the wealth of any
country is in its soil, as represented by its products, they
will no doubt take care of one of the greatest interests of the
nation, viz., agriculture. )

CHAPTER IIL

METEOROLOGY.

TuERE are three things that materially affect the tem-
perature and precipitation of any locality,—viz., proximity
to large bodies of water, high mountains, and elevation
above the sea.

In Clermont County the temperature and precipitation
are but little modified by the first two. The mean eleva-
tion of the county above the sea is nine hundred and
twenty-five feet, and, being a part of a vast plateau, though
of not great elevation, is subject to greater extremes of heat
and cold, moisture and dryness, than those places more ad-
jacent to the ocean or large lakes. The clearing off of the
forests has also materially affected the temperature and pre-
cipitation, as it is a well-known fact that in winter the wind,
passing over large areas of forests, is warmed much more
than over cleared land or prairies, as'in the latter the rad-
iation of heat from the earth in early winter is so much
greater that their surface soon becomes as cold as the sur-
rounding air. In summer it is wice versa. The mean
height of the barometer is 29.75; maximum, 30.25; and
minimum, 28.25.

TEMPERATURE.

The average temperature at Cincinnati for the eighty-
three years ending Jan. 1, 1880, was 57° 65, and for the
last ten years, 53° 65". During that time the temperature
of the spring months has been 53° 65"; summer, 76° 03’;
autumn, 55° 35'; winter, 35° 57’. Mean, 54° 67'.
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The difference of temperature between six A.M. and one
o.M. is found to be 15° 50,

It is said that the winters of 1792, 1793, 1795, 1799,
1800, 1805, 1806, 1809, and 1810 were very mild. The
winter of 1796-97 was one of the coldest ever expericnced
at Cincinnati, the thermometer falling to eighteen degrees
below zero on the morning of the 8th of January, 1797.
This is the lowest that the thermometer has ever recorded
at Cincinnati. The wind blew from the northwest, and,
had it not been tempered and broken by the dense forests
that covered Ohio at that time, it would have reached a
much lower point. The winter of 1803, being unusually
mild, was followed by that of 1806-7, which was extremely
cold. On the 7th of February, 1807, commonly called
¢ Cold Friday,” the thermcweter indicated eleven degrees
below zero. The winters of 1855, 1856, and 1857 were
extremely cold, the thermometer being thirty-two times be-
low zero.
so that heavy-loaded wagons could cross over it on the ice
with safety. The winter of 1863-64 was very cold. On
the lst day of January, 1864,—known as “ Cold New
Year,”"—the thermometer indicated fourteen degrees below
zero. It was agreat Arctic wave that swept over two-thirds
of the continent, and was unusually severe in the South
Atlantic States for that latitude. The winters of 1870,
1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1878, and 1879 were also very
cold. The winter of 1879-80 was unusually warm, being
the warmest, taken as a whole, of any sinee 1827, and ten
degrees warmer than any since 1835. Oun the 20th of
December, 1877, the thermometer indicated sixty-nine de-
grees in the shade, and did not full below sixty-three degrees
for several days. On the 1Sth of Qctober, 1879, it stood
at seventy-three degrees, and the mean temperature for that
month was sixty-four degrees twenty-nine minutes.

FROSTS.

These generally occur as late as the 20th of April, and
as early as the 20th of September, depending on the direc-
tion of the winds. Northwest winds in April and Septem-
ber are sure to bring frost. On the night of the 9th of
August, 1809, there was a heavy frost, which damaged the
corn so that it would not germinate; and, had it not been
protected by fogs along the valleys and by the timber in the
new lands, it would have been entirely destroyed. This is
the carliest frost ever recorded in the county. On the night
of the 28th of August, 1863, there was a heavy frost,
which injured the late corn very much. Since 1835 there
have been fifteen Septembers in which no frost occurred.
In 1859 there was frost in every month in the year save
two. The one on the night of the 4th of June did a great
amount of damage to the wheat, corn, and vegetation in
general.  Since 1835 there have been but two Aprils in
which there was not more or less frost.

PRECIPITATION.

During the last eighty-three years the average rainfall
has been 39.71 inches at Cincinnati, and for the last
twenty-four, 37.61. The least of any year was 1856, in
which but 22.88 inches fell; and the greatest was 69.42,

in 1847, followed by 49.17 in ¥858. Thirty-nine inches

The Ohio River was frozen over for two months, -

may be considered as the average or mean rainfall of Cler-
mont County, though it is shown by one set of tables that
it has been 43.80 since 1840, which would make it
more. For thirty years, ending Jan. 1, 1880, the spring
precipitation has been 10.54 inches; summer, 10.33;
autumn, 8.76; winter, 7.98. It often occurs that one-half
of the rainfall is in one of the four divisions.

One of the greatest droughts ever experienced in the
county was in 1806, when there was no rain from the 16th
of June until the 3d of September. The_winter of 1855-
56 was cxtremely dry, only two inches of rain falling from
the 1st of December until the 8th of May. The summers
of 1867, 1871, 1873, and 1874 were very dry, yet good
crops were raised, as what rain fell came at the right time.
In 1875, during the months of June and July, seventeen
inches of rain fell. In June it rained all but ten days, and
in July all but four.

Wet seasons are not so injurious since the greater part of
the forests have been cleared off as they were years ago, for’
the reason that the older the country gets and the less
forest-area, the more readily will the surface-water escape by
natural and artificial drainage. Again, soil that is tilled for
any length of time becomes more compact in structure than
new land, which is, like a sponge, capable of absorbing or hold-
ing a large amount of moisture and giving it out as required.
Had it not been for this peculiarity of new land, vegetation
must have perished in the drought of 1806.

SNOW.

The average fall of snow for Cincinnati is not far from
twenty inches awnually, while one degree farther north itis
almost thirty-five. On the 1st, 2d, and 3d of January,
1806, it fell to the depth of twenty-four inches. On the
19th of January, 1846, twenty-two inches fell, and on the
18th of January, 1862, twenty-eight, which was the greatest
fall ever noted in Southern Ohio. During the winter of
1855-56 it fell to the depth of sixty-nine inches, and sixty-
four were recorded for the winter of 1865-66. Snow
seldom falls before the 20th of October, and not later than
the 10th of April. On the 20th of April, 1814, it fell to
the depth of ten inches, and on the 11th of the same month,
in 1875, four were recorded. The latest one ever noted in
Clermont County fell on the 14th of May, 1864, to the
depth of one inch.

WINDS.

The most prevalent wind in this section of Ohio is the
southwest, from which direction it has blown two hundred
days out of three hundred and sixty five during the last
twenty-five years, and is the prevalent one nine out of the
twelve months. In December, January, and February the
northwest is the most prevalent, and ranks next to the south-
west, taken as a whole.

The west wind blows mostly during the winter months,
while the east, north, and south are nearly equal as to
prevalency. The southwest winds are of two classes, viz. :
humid and arid. The former is always followed by more
or less precipitation ; the latter succeeds it. The one comes
before it is needed ; the other is needed before it comes.
The southern winds are more prevalent than the northern,
and the western than the eastern.
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CLOUDS.

From 1807 to 1879 in Clermont County the average
clear days out of the three hundred and sixty-five was one
hundred and seventy-two ; cloudy, one hundred and four ;
variable, eighty-nine. July, August, and September have
the greatest number of clear days, while November, Decem-
ber, and January have the most cloudy. The most preva-
lent clouds in summer are the nimbus, cumulo-stratus, and
stratus ; in winter, stratus, cirro-stratus, and cumulo-stratus.

STORMS.

A majority of them come from the north and southwest,
If from any other direction, they are of a lotal nature; if
accompanied by wind, generally vccur from one to five p.y.
Before the settlement of the county a tornado passed near
the present site of Williamsburgh, destroying immense quan-
tities of timber, not leaving a tree standing in a large area;
from that fact the locality took the name of the ¢ Fallen
Timber.” On the 15th of May, 1814, one of the most
terrific hailstorms ever recorded passed over the county.
Hailstones were found weighing eight to ten ounces and
measuring'ﬁf'teen to sixteen inches in circumference. In
connection with this storm was a singular phenomenon :
At the time the hail fell there was but a slight wind ; but,
immediately after, a violent one from the southwest set in,
accompanied by waves of heated air, which caused the
leaves of many of the trees to wither which had not been
exposed to the fury of the storm. The first general tor-
nado that ever passed over the county occurred Sunday,
May 28, 1819. It originated in the northern part of Ten-
nessee and terminated in Pennsylvania, traveling in a north-
west direction, having a velocity of eighty miles per hour.
Its path was marked with destruction. Trees, fences,
houses, and buildings of all kinds were destroyed, and the
. loss of life exceeded fifty. On the 10th of June, 1840,
the county was again visited by a tormado. It came from
the southwest, and did an immense amount of damage to
the growing crops, felling trees and unroofing buildings.
A few weeks after, the neighborhood of Boston was visited
by a hailstorm of unusual severity; but was loeal, as they
generally -are. On the 21st of May, 1860, one of the
most violent windstorms ever experienced in this latitude
passed over Clermont County. It came from the northwest
and occurred at half-past two P.M., lasting one hour and
ten minutes. It destroyed over fifty thousand dollars’
worth of timber, besides doing an immense amount of
other damage. Its path was four hundred and fifty miles
long and one hundred and fifty wide, and its force was not
abated until it reached the great lakes. The storms on
Stonelick in 1866, and near Goshen in 1876, were very
severe. They had a vertical as well as a horizontal motion.
Storms of that character in this latitude are always local.
A great many storms have occurred in the county at differ-
ent dates of great violence, but local in their nature. A
careful study of them shows that the most violent have
oceurred in the months of May, June, and September, and
that they have almost universally come from the southwest.
In winter storms of continuous rain come from the north
and southeast, and seldom, if ever, from the west. No

4 .

storms of violence have ever been noted that came from
those two points.
INDIAN SUMMER. ’

Generally in the autumn of every year we have a period
to which this appellation is affixed. It usually succeeds
frosts, rain, or snow, beginning in Qectober, or the st of
November, continuing for one, two, and three weeks, and
sometimes longer, with occasional storms. But the pecu-
liarity, and from what it takes its name, is the atmosphere,
which is sinoky, dry, and serene, through which sun and
moon exhibit at morning and evening faces of darkened
crimson. During this period the verdure of the forests
fades away or passes into the countless varieties of brown,
red, and yellow, which give to the surrounding scenery a
dull and sombre aspect. The occurrence of a rain with a
northwest wind at length suddenly dispels the gloom, strips
the woods of its remaining foliage, and introduces winter
with a transparent and cheering atmosphere. The cause
of this smokiness is supposed to be (or was formerly) the
burning by the Indians of the withered grass and herbs on
the extensive prairies to the northwest, and hence the
name of the season, which in Clermont County is of un-
surpassed loveliness, and is probably caused by the same
conditions of the atmosphere as the November fogs of
England. '

EARTHQUAKES.

The first shock ever experienced in Clermont County
was the one of May 5, 1804. Though this and successive
shocks were not attended by any of the appalling ealami-
ties that have been noted in other parts of the continent,
nor is it reasonable to suppose that they ever will, yet their
history cannot fail to interest the reader. The next one
was felt Dec. 16, 1811, at twenty-four minutes after two
P.M.  The motion was a quick oscillation or rocking from
east to west, and lasted for seven minutes. It was preceded
by a low rumbling or rushing noise. It was so violent as
to agitate the loose furniture, open partition-doors,—those
fastened with falling-latches,—and throw off the tops of a_
few chimneys. The log house formerly occupied by Oscar
Johnston, in Union township, was noticed to shake violently
by its occupants, who expected it to be thrown down every
moment. One peculiarity about this shock was that it
varied so much in different localities. On the 17th, 18th,
and 31st slight shocks were felt. On the 3d of January
another one occurred. Again on the 23d and 27th, and
February 4th, 5th, and 6th. On the 17th, at forty-five
minutes past three A.M., there were alarming shocks in
succession, more violent than any before noted, throwing
down the tops of chimneys, making wide fissures in the
back-walls, dnd producing vertizo and pausea in a greater
number of people than those previously felt. On the 8th
there wgre three shocks, and one on the 11th, 13th, 15¢th,
16th, 17th, 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d. March 3d, one;
5th, three; 11th, one; April 30th, one. Shocks were
felt May 4th and 10th, June 25th and 26th, September
15th, December 22d, March 6, 1813, and December 12th.
Their focus was at New Madrid, Mo., and they were gener-
ally of a horizontal direction and moved south-southeast.
In 1859 a slight shock was felt in September, and again in
1864 ; but these were scarcely perceptible.
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CHAPTER IV.
* PREHISTORIC RACES.

IN Clermont County, as elsewhere in the Ohio Valley,
we find earthworks, in the form of mounds, elevated squares,
walls, and ditches, of which its inhabitants at the time it
was first explored by the whites knew nothing as to their
origin or history. But by common consent they have been
decided to be the work of the Mound-Builders, a prehistoric
race whose works in Ohio number ten thousand mounds
and fifteen hundred inclosures. Of these, two hundred of
the former and seven of the latter are found in Clermont
County. Ethnologists have divided the period of prehistoric
man into two ages,—viz., Stone and Metal,—and the former
into three epochs. Of these epochs the Mound-Builders
belonged to the highest in the scale of civilization,—viz.,
the Polished Stone,—as attested by their implements of
peace and war, or, in other words, of the chase, of industry,
and of ornament, which have been found in great numbers
in this country. Again, they have been subdivided, in
regard to pursuits, into three classes,—viz., agricultural,
military, effigy. OFf these subdivisions, the Mound-Builders
in this county belonged to the first. As to their origin
and history, space will not admit of an ethnological discus-
sion, involving, as it would, man’s origin and antiquity and
the merits and demerits of accepted biblical and geological
chronologies. But suffice to say they were a race that at
one time extended their rule over two-thirds of the Amer-
ican continent, having the tropics as a common centre, from
which they radiated north and south ; and that they in the
course of time were either destroyed by pestilence or con-
quered by another people, who had not reached so high a
point in the scale of civilization, is an undisputed fact. As
to their antiquity, there are no proofs to be found in this
county, as in others, that they were contemporary with the
mammoth, mastodon, and other extinct animals, or that
there has been any change in its fauna or flora since their
advent, or that their works have been abandoned for a
longer period than a thousand years, which to some extent
rival those of the Shepherd Kings. Constructed as they
have been of earth, the force of erosion would have almost
obliterated them, or at leastethe lesser ones, had they been
built for a longer period than from one thousand to fifteen
hundred years. Again, the condition of the skeletons
found in them, when the composition of the soil forming
these works is taken into consideration, shows that they are
not of as remote an origin as would be supposed.

That they were a numerous people cannot be doubted
when we think of the immense number of their inclosures,
mounds, and hearths or camping-places, and the 'numerous
implements of agriculture and manufacture. In this county
the evidences that they were an agricultural people are
abundant. Their pestles, mortars, and corn-mills are living

~witnesses. They no doubt, from the lgcation of their works;
partly subsisted by fishing and hunting, which the valley
of the east fork in oldeu time was typical ground. That
they had a system of religion and worshiped the sun, moon,
and elewments, especially fire, is a self-evident fact from the
‘number of sacrificial mounds found in the county (and if
they did not, they are an exception to the many prehistoric

races that have had an existence since man’s creation). Of
geometry they must have had some knowledge, from the
form of their works; for in their construction we find cir-
cles, squares, octagons, combs, triangles, and cones.

Their works, as to purpose, have been divided into two
general classes,—viz., inclosures and mounds. The first has
been subdivided into three classes,—viz., military, sacred,
and miscellaneous; the second into four,—viz., sacrificial,
temple-sites, sepulchral, and observation. Of the works
belonging to the first class, they are all constructed of earth
in this county; of the second, a few of earth and stone
combined. That there is some difficulty in giving the sub-
class to which each of the works belong is plain when so
many of them have been despoiled, and others not a few
have not been examined internally. It being impossible to
give a detailed description of all of the numerous works in
the ccuanty, only typical ones under each head will be given.
In this connection mention should be made of the fact that
in this county there seems to have been a series of works
belonging together. Thus we have those of upper and
lower east fork, Upper Stonelick, Lower Twelve-Mile, and
Indian.

INCLOSURES.

Of the inclosures, the one uear Milford, on the farm of
Rev. George Gatch, deceased, is the largest found in the
county. Its form is nearer that of a trapezoid than of any
other geometrical figure, and may be said to consist of two
inclosures. The area inclosed by its walls is eighteen acres,
which are at the present time four feet in height (formerly
eight) and truncated. At each angle there is an opening
about eight feet wide, and opposite that, at a distance of
twenty feet from the angle, is a low mound. The ditch is
on the inside of the parapet. This inclosure, from its to-
pographical situation (being on the second bottoms, sur-
rounded on three sides by high hills, and no means of ob-
taining water save from the cast fork and Miami River,
distant one-half mile), leaves no doubt that it belongs to
that class regarded as sacred. Near Perin’s Mills, on the
farms of Ira Perin, Esq., and William Malott, deceased, are
two inclosures of the same class. They inclose ten acres
each, and have the form of perfect squares. Their walls,
when first seen by the whites, were five feet in height, but
at present are but three. They also have openings at each
angle, with mounds opposite them on the outside. On the
farm of Ezekiel Edwards, near Elstun’s Station, in Union
township, is another one, with the exception of its form
and area, similar to those described above. Its form is that
of a rhomboid, and its area fifteen acres. On the farm

“of K. C. Patchell, in Stonelick, is a circular one, situated

on both sides of the Cincinnati turnpike. Its walls are
from three to five feet in height, and inclose eight acres.
Its northern line borders on Stonelick Creek. On the
east side, a short distance from the wall,is a low mound,
three feet high and one hundred and eighty in circumfer-
ence, composed of broken limestone and red sand and clay
mixed. On the farm of Jonathan Shaw, in ghio town-
ship, is an inclosure covering an area of some extent. Its
shape is that of a triangle. When first discovered its walls
were five feet in height, with a moat outside of the parapet
three feet deep, in which water stood during a greater por-
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tion of the year. This, unlike the preceding ones, is situ-
ated on a high table-land overlooking the valley of Twelve-
Mile Creek, and was no doubt used as a fortress.

WALLS.

On the farm of Mrs. Elizabeth Hartman, in Jackson
township, is a wall some four feet in height, with the ditch
on the outside. Its shape is that of a crescent, and it is
some thirty rods in length. Whether this is part of an in-
tended inclosure or was made as a means of defense the
writer is unable to say.

MOUNDS.

Of the class sacrificial, they are numerous in this county.
Of these, the one on the farm of John Hadly, in Jackson
township, is the largest. It is twelve feet in height and
sixty in circumference. Though not fully examined, enough
was seen to justify the assertion. On the farm of B. F.
Clark, in Wayne township, is one that has been closely
examined-; also one on the farm of G. I. Irving, in Miami
township.

That the reader may have a general knowledge of their
contents, composition, etc., let it be said that they are gen-
erally stratified, the stratabeing convex layers of clay and
loam alternating above a layer of fine sand. They generally
contain ashes, charcoal, igneous stones, caleined bones, beads,
stone implements, and pottery. On the farms of B. F.
Clark and Elijah Cowen are three mounds unlike any
others examined by the writer, but probably belonging to
this class. They are situated on the northern slope of the
Stonelick hills, fifty feet above low-water mark in that
stream, are three feet in height and thirty in circumference,
and are composed of rock and earth. The rocks, which are
limestone, show that they have been subject to a great heat.
The earth, which is a tough clay, also shows the effects of
fire. All through the mass ashes, charcoal, and great quan-
tities of bones aré found, some calcined and some not, and,
taken as a whole, indicates that the Mound-Builders had a
knowledge of cremation.

Of the temple-mounds, there are none found in 'this
county.,

Of the sepulchral, they are very abundant in the county,
and number at least one hundred and twenty-five. They
are conical in shape and range from three to fifteen feet in
height, and always contain, so far as examined, from one to
five skeletons. In amajority you find evidences of fire from
the color of the earth and the finding of ashes and char-
coal. You also find in them implements of war, industry,
and ornament, such as miea, pottery, copper, brass, plum-
mets, flint knives, breastplates, and pipes, in close proximity
to the skeletons.

The largest of these is on the farm of Benjamin John-
ston, in Jackson township, and is situated on the table-land,
distant two hundred yards from the east fork. It is fifteen
feet in height and sixty in diameter, and when first dis-
covered had slabs of limestone sitting perpendicular in its
apex. It is composed of a yellow sand, which has been
subjected to a great heat. Near Williamsburgh, on the farm
of Francis Leffingwell, are two of this class that are at least
six hundred years old, from the size of the trees growing

on them. They have been examined and a great many
skeletons taken out; also pottery, pipes, and arrowheads .
have been found. On the farm of Geary Hutchinson, in
Jackson township, are six low mounds on the north bank
of the east fork that have cists or stone chests in them,
inclosing a skeleton each. These cists are made by re-
moving the surface-earth a few inches in depth, over which
flat stones were laid. Oan the sides and ends the same kind
of stones were set on edge. In this the body wus put in
a sitting position and the top covered with flat stones, and
over all earth was placed to the depth of from onec to
three feet. In size, the cists are from four to six feet in
length, two in width, and about the same in height. On
the farm of J. D. McKeever, in Williamsburgh township,
are two mounds entirely composed of stone. In these there
are cists, which radiate from the centre in all directions,
making their circumference from thirty to ninety feet.
Over these cists are loose stone, instead of earth, to the
height of four feet. On the farm of Ezekiel Hutchinson,
in Jackson township, in connection with a sepulehral mound,
is a circular depression two feet in depth and eighteen in
diameter.

In this connection it might be well to remark that there
are several prehistoric cemeteries in this county. The most
prominent ones are located near the Miami township ceme- 1
tery, on the Cincinnati turnpike, on the farm of Oliver
Perin, in Union township, and on the farm of Moses
Elstun, Esq., in the same township. In all of these
implements are found in connection with the skeletons.
The one on the farm of Moses Elstun, Esq., is situated on
what is called ¢ Sand Ridge,” which runs at right angles
with the east fork. In this cemetery the skeletons are
found about two feet below the surface, in cists. On the
farm of Daniel Turner, at the mouth of Dry Run, is oue,
which, as to the number of skeletons found in it, is the
largest of any found so far in the county. It is situated on
the brow of the hill, overlooking the east fork valley, at an
elevation of two hundred feet above it. Its area is about
forty feet square, inclosed by flat stones set on edge. This
cemetery seems to he a large ditch, in which the bodies
have been buried, one on top of the other, to the depth of
five feet, and over which is a_stratum of earth two feet in
thickness. The immense number of skeletons found here
with no evidences of fire, and the finding of no imple-
ments, leads the writer to believe that it is not of prehistoric
origin,

In the skeletons found in the above mounds, ete., there
is a similarity. The forehead is.low, making the facial
angle less than the negro, and the maxillary bones are un-
usually large, and so are the femur, which would, in pro-
portion, make a man eight feet in height. One of the
largest skeletons noted by the writer was found in the Sand
Ridge cemetery. The skull was in a good state of preser-
vation, together with the teeth; all the rest of the bones
were decomposed, with the cxception of one of the femurs,
which was unusually large. The cranium, ete., are now in
the possession of the Ohio Medical College, at Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Of the mounds of observation there are not a few in this
county, mostly situated upon eminences, appearing in
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chains or regular systems, and still bear traces of the
beacon-fires that once burned upon them. On the east
fork and the Ohio River hills they are the most abundant.
They vary in height from three to fifteen feet, and are com-
posed of loam. On the farms of Dr. Wood, near Chilo, of
John Shaw, near New Richmond, and of W.F. and G. M.
Roudebush, in Pierce township, are good examples of this
class. There are no animals, mounds, or effigies in Cler-
mont County.

It has been stated that the Mound-Builders in Clermont
County were an agricultural people, but partly subsisting
by the products of the chase and the inhabitants of the
various streams found in it or on its border. To till the
soil, manufacture cloth, hunt and fish, and ornament the
person all required specific implements, which, as to use,
have been divided into the following classes, viz., war,
hunting and fishing, agriculture, manufactures, and orna-
ment.

These implements were made of stone, bone, and red
hematite iron-ore, in general terms.

The implements of war were grooved stone battle-axes,
arrowheads of the following forms,—triangular, indented,
stemmed, barbed, leaf-shaped, lozenge-shaped, disk-shaped,
and beveled,—spearheads, lance-points, and the bow and
arrow. In size the battle-axes vary from five to fifteen
pounds in weight, with a cutting-surface from three to six
inches. A large majority of them were made from green-
stone and porphyry. Of the arrowheads, two inches in
length and one in breadth may be considered the average.

They were generally made of white quartz, chalcedony, -

agate, and chert, the greater portion being made of the
latter. The spearheads and lance-points were used both in
war and in the chase, and are from five to eleven inches in
length and from one t¢ two in breadth; in material they
are similar to the arrowheads. Of the bow and arrow but
little or nothing is known except that the heads of the
latter are very numerous. )

Of fishing and hunting, spearheads, sinkers, cables, bows
and arrows, and lance-points. The sinkers are, as to shape,
double cones, with one end blunted sometimes, and the
other running to a point, through which a hole has been
drilled from both sides or.with a small groove running
around it. But there is a difference of opinion as to the
use of this class of implements. Some claim that they
were used for weaving in holding the threads taut. In
size they are from two to three inches in length, and about
the same in circumference. As to composition, they are
generally made of white quartz, porphyry, and red hema-
tite iron-ore. The cables were large stones weighing from
ten to fifty pounds, and of various materials and forms.
Ouve was found a few years ago on the tarm of Joseph
Bicking, in Jackson township, and is now in the collection
of the State Agricultural College, at Columbus, Ohio.

Of agriculture the implements were axes, hoes, spades,

and hatchets. It is hard to decide to which division the
various forms of axes belonged, but enough is known to
prove that they were used in felling trees, ete. From the
peculiar form of some of the implements found, they have
been given the name of hoes and spades, which were made
from chert and greenstone, aid weigh from one to six

“sharp point at the other.

pounds. The hatchets were used for felli'ng trees and
other purposes, and are distinguished from the axes in not
being grooved, of less size and different material, and, too,
that only the cutting-edge is polished, while the rest of the
surface is chipped. They are always of some kind of flint.

The implements of manufacturing are numerous.  Celts,
pestles, corn-mills, chisels, grooves, serapers, shuttles, plum-
mets, knives, and rimmers are among the most important.
The celts are wedge-shaped and. polished, with a cutting-
surface of from three to six inches, and vary in length from
four to twelve. They were used for cutting wood and as a
sort of battle-axe in time of war, and were madé from
porphyry and greenstone. Pestles (or hominy-pounders)
are so well known as to shape and use that a further de- .
As to material, those made of rose-
quartz, porphyry, and greenstone are the most abundant.
Corn-mills are generally found 7 sitw, and are usually
erratics, having an artificial depression, in which the corn
was placed, and by a rotary motion of the pestle, in the
hands of the good housewife, made into meal or hominy.
The use of the chisel is not known to a certainty, but is
supposed to have been for building canoes, etc., and so
with the groove. The scraper was used in the dressing of
skins, and in form is crescent-shaped (or a half-moon), with
the thickest part on the straight edge and the cutting on
the curved. From the peculiar form of a certain relic it
has been thought to have been used as a shuttle in weaving.
Its length is generally three inches, width two, and thick-
ness from an eighth to an inch. Near the ends are holes
that have been started from opposite sides. From the
manner in which their cloth was woven, it certainly would
have answered for that purpose. Of the knives there are
various shapes, but the most: common one is that of an oval
with both edges chipped for cutting-surfaces. On Sand
Ridge twenty-four of this form were found in one grave.
Another shape is that of a dagger. Of this form one was
found a few years ago on the farm of E. M, Patchell, at
Stonelick. Their length varies from one to three inches,
and from one-half to one in width. '

In a great many implements found are one, two, and
sometimes more, holes, which have been drilled with pre-
cision, and that they had some instrument for that puipose
is a self-evident fact. Great numbers of an instrument
such as would ‘make those perforations have been found
and described, but in general, as to shape, they resemble
that instrument from which they have been named,—a
rémmer. They vary as to length, being from one to six
inches, barbed at one end, and chipped or polished to a
In the collection of P. T.Stuart,
at Perin’s Mills, are some of the largest ever seen by the
writer.

Under the head of ornamental come breastplates, ban-
ner-stones, paint-cups, pipes, and pottery. To give a de-
scription of all these implements would be impossible in this
connection. First of the three, they are generally, as to
composition, of Huron slate,—a slate that takes and holds
a polish and is very beautiful in appearance, being alter-
nating bands of black and green. Of the pipes, they are
of various forms and composition; some are merely a
straight tube, while others approximate to those of the

scription is useless.



THE INDIANS. : 29

moderns. As to material, gray and red clay and Huron
slate are the most predominant. '

In the collections of Dr. J. H. Thompson, Enoch John-
ston, S. J. Rybolt, Dr. A. B. Anshutz, Frank Iuen, Miss
Nora Lee, L. C. Moore, G. M. Roudebush, Cary Hartman,
P. T. Stuart, and the writer, all the above named and de-
scribed implements can be seen, aggregating ten thousand
arrowheads, five hundred axes, about the same number of
celts, spearheads, and lance-points, together with a large
number of ornamental and miseellaneous articles. To
these persons belongs the honor of making Clermont
County what it should be, what it was intended to' be,—
viz., classical ground for the archmologist. To the pro-
found questions of the ethnologist who the Mound-Builders
were, whence they came, and whither they went, we can
only reply to a certainty that they once lived here; here
- cultivated the soil; here worshiped,—perhaps with the
solemn rites of human sacrifice ; here planned and executed
mighty works of organized labor; and then passed away.
We find their inclosures, their mounds, their burial-places
and sacrificial altars, in the distinctive character of which
they were as marked a people as the Pelasgi, whose pre-
historic works can yet be traced throughout Greece and
Italy.

Of the many prehistoric specimens found in Ohio the one
here figured, from its size, form, and probable use, is the
most interesting. ‘

i
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PRE-HISTORIC STONE.

It was found on the farm now owned by Peter Gormen,
in Stonelick township, in 1818, by John Davidson, as he
in company with several others was blazing a road from
Batavia to Goshen, by way of Glancy’s Mills. The mate-
rial is red granite, and is very compact in structure, its
height being thirty-fiveinches ; circumference of base ninety
inches. In reply to the questions, Could it not have been
the work of attrition or of the white man? I would say that
its composition and structure is the same throughout, and
has no veins of quartz in it, and that its projections are the
same as to width and thickness, and their edges square and
Dot convex, as would be the case if made by attrition. To
the second question: There are no chisel marks on it, it
being so hard no one would have attempted to have worked
it into any form, especially the present one. At the time
of its discovery it bore evidences of having been made for
a long time, which would preclude the idea of its being
made by the whites. If it had been worked by the whites,
after spending so much labor on it they would certainly
have removed it to their place of residence and not left it
in the primitive forests. It is probable that it was a coun-

cil-stone, from which speeches were made. It is now in the
possession of Mrs. B. Blythe, of Boston, who uses it for
a horse-block.

CHAPTER V.

THE INDIANS-—-THEIR TRIBAL RELATIONS —
PERILS AND ADVENTURES OF SAVAGE LIFE,
AND THE CONFLICTS WHICH OPENED THE
WAY PFOR THE WHITE SETTLERS—INDIAN.
BATTLE IN CLERMONT COUNTY —INCIDENTS
AND TRAILS. ’

THE territory that now constitutes Ohio was first of all,
so far as can be learned, in the full possession of the race of
Mound-Builders ; afterwards (but still in prehistorie times)
its sole occupants and owners for some centuries were un-.
questionably Indian tribes or nations, many of whom, still
later, were subjected to expulsion or extermination from
internecine feuds. They, as well as the Mound-Builders,
held titles acquired probably by priority of discovery, by
conquest, by oceupancy, or by possession.

Nothing reliable or authentic is known of the various
Indian tribes that occupied the vast territory that now
comprises the State of Ohio, from the time of the de-
parture or disappearance of the Mound-Builders until the
closing years of the first half of the eighteenth century.

_Their history, therefore, anterior to the year 1750 is ex-

tremely meagre. They had no annalist, no historian, and

. perhaps had made but little history worthy of record during

many recurring generations, centuries, and ages. It is true
that we have traditions running back to the year 1656 re-
lating to the destruction by the frogquois of the once power- -
ful E¥ries, who inhabited the southern shores of Lake Erie,
except a small remnant which ultimately intermingled with
the Senecas, but they are properly regarded as unverified

traditions, and nothing more.

And equally unreliable and unauthenticated are many of
the other traditions.of the Indian tribes which bear date
before the middle of the last century. About the year
A.D. 1750, or a little earlier, as Professor Smucker has
well said and determined, some accurate knowledge of the
Ohio Indians began to be acquired through the Indian
traders operating among them and from explorers; but
little comparatively, however, was known of them with the
certainty of authentic history until after Col. Boquet’s
expedition to the towns on the Tuscarawas and Muskin-
gum Rivers, in 1764. The intervening period between
those dates may, therefore, be regarded as the time of the
inauguration of the historic epoch of the Ohio Indians,
the principal tribes being the Wyandots (called Hurons by
the French), the Delawares and Shawanese (both of the
Algonquin group), the Miamis (also called 7wigtwees), the
Mingos (an offshoot from the froguois or a fragment of the
Six Nations), and the Ottawas and Chippewas.

The Wyandots occupied the valleys and plains bordering
on the Sandusky River and some other points; the Dela-

‘wares possessed the valleys of the Tuscarawas and Muskin-

gum Rivers and a few other places between Lake Erie and
the Ohio River; the Mingos were in greatest force on the
Ohio River about Mingo Bottom, below Steubenville, and
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at other points on said river; also on the Scioto River, but
seldom ever getting as far down as Clermont; the Miamis
were the occupants of the valleys of the Little and Great
Miami Rivers, and disputed the possession of the north-
western part of Clermont; the Shawanese were principally
found in the valleys and lands between the Scioto and Mad
Rivers, and claimed the eastern part of Clermont and all
of Brown County; the Ottawas made their homes in the
valleys of the Maumee and Sandusky Rivers; and the
Chippewas, small in numbers, were chiefly confined to the
southern shores of Lake Erie.

By the treaty of Fort McIntosh, made in 1785, the O¢-
tawas, with the Wyandots and Chippewas, were assigned
to the northern section of what is now the State of Ohio
and west of the Cuyahoga River, having relinquished, by
the terms of said treaty, whatever of claims they had to
other portions of the territory now constituting our State.
The true name of the Delaware tribe was Wa-be-nugh-ka,
—that is, ¢ the people from the East” or ¢ the sun rising.”
The tradition among themselves was that they originally, at
some very remote period, emigrated from the West, crossed
the Mississippi, ascending the Ohio, fighting their way until
they reached the Delaware River near where Philadelphia
now stands, in which region of country they became fixed.
About this time they were so numerous that no enumeration
could be made of the nation, and when at the height of
their glory they welcomed to the shores of the New World
that great lawgiver William Penn, for whom and his follow-
ers they ever entertained a kind and grateful recollection.

The name of the tribe Miamd, in the Ottawa language,
is said to signify * mother,” and was originally the designa-
tion of the nation who anciently bore the name of Ze-wight-
e-wee. This tribe were the original inhabitants of the two
Miami Valleys and their tributary streams, and affirmed they
were created in it; hence they occupied, first of all the red
men, the county of Clermont.

The original country of the Wyundots was on the north
side of the St. Lawrence River, and the Senecas owned the
opposite side of the river and the island on which Montreal
now stands. They were both large tribes, consisting of
many thousands, and were blood-relations. A war originated
between them in this way: A man of the Wyandots wanted
a certain woman for his wife, but she objected, and said he
was no warrior and had never taken any scalps. To accom-
plish his object he raised a small war-party, and in their
scout they fell upon a party of Seneca hunters and killed and
scalped a number of them. This procedure began a war
between the nations that lasted more than a century. The
Wyandots, finding they were in danger of being extermi-
nated, concluded to leave their country and go far to the
West, and at last settled in Ohio.

Shawanese means “ the south” or * people from the south,”
and Black Hoof, an old warrior of this tribe in Ohio, who

died at the advanced age of one hundred and five years, .

used to say he remembered, when a boy, bathing in the salt
waters of Florida, where his nation then dwelt.

In the “French and Indian war,” which ended with the
peace of 1763, the Miamis, Wyandots, Ottawas, and vari-
ous other tribes adhered to the French, while the Dela-
wares, Shawanese, and other nations clung to the English

side. The French and their allied Indians made a stand
near the present city of Piqua, where, near the head-towns
of the Miamis, a fort had been erected, and were attacked
by English traders with British Indian allies. The siege
continued for more than a week; the fort stood out, and
could not be taken. Soon after this contest, the Miamis
and their allies left this part of the country and removed
farther northwest, and never returned. The Shawanese
took their places, and were the Indians who afterwards
claimed Clermont,—subject, however, to the claims of the
Mingos ; but the latter seldom ventured so far down the
Ohio River as to materially affect the possessory rights of
the former.

Rev. Christian Frederick Post, a native of Conitz, in Pol-
ish Prussia, came to America in 1742, and first exercised the
functions of a Moravian missionary in 1743, after having
acquired some knowledge of the language of the Indians. .
In the summer of 1758 he was appointed by the Governor
of Pennsylvania as a bearer of a message to the Delawares,
Shawanese, and Mingos of the Ohio Valley to persuade
them to withdraw from the French interest, and to return
to their allegiance to the English. The results were so
satisfactory as to secure Rev. Mr. Post’s services for the
second time on a similar errand to those and other tribes
in the Ohio Valley and on the tributaries of the Ohio
River, including the Scioto and Little Miami. His jour-
nals of these several visits disclose the important fact that

* he came very near establishing the quarters of his mission-

work near what is most probably now Bullskin Creek, of
this county, but, from some considerations and matters of
slight moment, was induced, at last, to locate his field of
labors in Tuscarawas County, where he failed in his efforts,
but where, nine years later, the Rev. David Zeisberger
succeeded in planting a mission, from which sprang, in a
few subsequent years, the prosperous and Christian Mora-
vian settlements. A very trifling circumstance, as judged
by Rev. Mr. Post’s journals, must have been the means
of diverting his chosen site from' this county to that of
Tuscarawas ; but, whatever it was, it succeeded, and made
a grand history for the location he chose.

By the terms of the treaty of Fort Stanwix, concluded
with the Jroquois or Six Nations (Mohawks, Onondagas,
Senecas, Cayugas, Tuscaroras, and Oneidas), Oct. 22,
1784, the indefinite claim of said confederacy to the greater
part of the valley of Ohio was extinguished. This was
followed, in January, 1785, by the treaty of Fort Me-
Intosh, by which the Delawares, Chippewas, Wyandots,
and Ottawas relinquished all claim to the Ohio Valley,
and established the boundary-line between them and the
United States to be the Cuyahoga River and along the
main branch of the Tuscarawas to the forks of said river,
near Fort Laurens; thence westwardly to the portage be-
tween the headwaters of the Great Miami and the Mau-
mee or Miami of the Lakes; thence down said river to
Lake Erie, and along said lake to the mouth of Cuyahoga
River. A similar relinquishment was effected by the
treaty of Iort Finney (at the mouth of the Grreat Miami),
concluded with the Shawnees on Jan. 31, 1786. The
treaty of Fort Harmar, held by Gen. St. Clair, Jan. 9, 1789,
was mainly confirmatory of the treaties previously made.
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The i'ights and titles acquired by the Indians under the
foregoing treaties were extinguished by the general govern-
ment by purchase, in pursuance of various treaties subse-
quently made. From the time of the organization of the gov-
ernment of the ¢ Northwest Territory,” in 1788, until the
ratification of the * treaty of Greeuville,” sometimes called
“ Wayne's treaty,” in 1795, the attitude of many of the
Western Indian tribes towards the white settlers in the new
Territory was that of extreme, unrelenting hostility. The ag-
gressions of the red men were now frequent, and the native
tribes resented the settlement of the whites upon their soil,
although they came under the sanction of treaties, as an
intrusion. The bitter enmity which existed between them
and the people of Kentucky caused them to look upon all
Americans as enemies, and they were strongly stimulated
to deeds of violence by the influence of the garrisons of the
military posts retained by the British in open disregard of
the treaty of 1783, and by renegade traders everywhere es-
tablished among them. The military organizations which
had marched against the savages before the establishment
of civil government in the great Northwest had signally
failed to subjugate them or secure a permanent cessation of
hostilities. The disastrous expedition of Gen. Braddock,
in 1755, of Maj. Wilkins, in 1763, of Col. Bradstreet, in
1764, of Col. Lochry, in 1781, and of Col. Crawford, in
1782, and the disgraceful and murderous expedition
against the Moravian Indians on the Tuscarawas, in the
last-named year, only tended to inflame the hostile Indian
tribes and inspire them with greater courage in the forward
movements and aggressive measures against the white set-
tlers. The fruitless, if not abortive, attempts and cam-
paigns of Col. McDonald, in 1774, of Gen. McIntosh, in
1778, and of Gen. Broadhead, in 1781, of course led to no
salutary effects, Even the saccessful campaigns of Col.
Boquet, in 1763-64, of Lord Dunmore and Gen. Lewis, in
1774, and of Gen. George Rogers Clark, in 1778, failed to
secure a permanent peace with the Western Indian tribes.
The inhabitants of the Northwest Territory were, there-
fore,—from the Tth of April, 1788, when the first immi-
grants arrived; at the mouth of the Muskingum, and the
previous fall and winter, when O’Bannon was surveying and
locating government entries in the southern townships of
Clermont, until the treaty of Greenville was concluded, in
August, 1795,—constantly liable to the stealthy but deadly
attacks of the perfidious, merciless savage tribes of the
Northwest. It does not appear that at this time the In-
dians had experienced any injuries at the hands of the im-
migrants, who, in general, were pacific but fearless men.
The settlers were disposed to deal justly and in good faith
with their savage neighbors and were averse to bloodshed,
but in the hour of danger and trial they exhibited daring
courage and steady resolution, They were not hunters
who cared little whether their game were red men or wild
beasts, but they were men who preferred to be citizens,
still knew how to be soldiers, and they met their dastardly,
cruel, unrelenting foes in the spirit of genuine manhood,—
of true, determined, unflinching heroism. They were men
worthy of the heroic age of the West, and bravely did
they bear themselves during those seven years of toil and
privations, of dread and apprehension, of suffering and sor-

row, of blood and carnage, and left a rich heritage to their
descendants and the more fortunate pioneers following in

their footsteps.

To avert from the new settlements the daﬂgers which
threatened them, the government first resorted to negotia-
tions; but, these proving unavailing, Gen. Harmar, then
commander-in-chief of the military department of the
West, was ordered to attack the Indian towns. In pursu-
ance of his instructions, he marched from Fort Washington,
at Cincinnati, in September, 1790, with about thirteen .
hundred men, of whom less thdn one-fourth were regulars,
the balance of his troops being Pennsylvania and Kentucky
volunteers, the former being under the immediate command
of Col. John Hardin, and the latter of Col. Trotter. When
near the Indian villages on the Miami an advanced detach-
ment of two hundred and ten men, consisting mostly of
militia, fell into an ambush, and was defeated with severe
loss. Notwithstanding this check, the villages on the Mi-
ami were reduced to ashes, and the standing corn and other
means of savage subsistence were entirely destroyed.

Having accomplished this service, the army commenced
its march homewards, but had not proceeded far, however,
when Gen. Harmar received intelligence that the Indians
had returned to their ruined towns. He immediately de-
tached about one-third of his remaining force, under the
command of Col. Hardin, with orders to bring-them to an
engagement. Harly the next morning this detachment
reached the confluence of the St. Joseph and St. Mary's
Rivers, both tributaries of the Maumee, where they were
encountered by a large body of savages, and a terrible en-
gagement ensued. The Indians fought with all the fury
of savage vengeance, and the militia and regulars alike be-
haved with the most Spartan gallantry and bravery, but
suffered a most mortifying defeat. These battles were
fought on the 19th and 22d of Qctober, 1790, and in this
last and most fatal action more than one hundred of the
militia, and, except nine, all the regulars perished, and the
rest were driven back to the main body. Dispirited by this
final severe misfortune, Harmar attempted nothing further
against the enemy, but continued his march to Cincinnati,
and of course his campaign failed to give peace or relief
from apprehended barbarities. In fact, there had been a
signal failure of the expedition’s accomplishing its objects,
and hence the audacity of savage aggression was not at all
restrained.  The property of the settlers was now in con-
stant peril of destruction, and many persons were killed
and others carried into captivity, to be adopted, sold, or
tortured at the pleasure of their captors. The settlements
on the purchase of the ¢ Ohio Company” shared heavily in
these calamities, though in a less degree than those of the
Virginia Reservation, between the Little Miami and Scioto
Rivers, which latter acquired in Kentucky the significant
name of “the Miami Slaughter-house.” The land-surveys
by Obannon and other surveyors in Clermont County ceased
entirely, or were only secretly made on the lands contiguous
to the Ohio River, and these in the greatest danger and
apprehension.

In the following year, 1791, Cornelius Washburn, the
celebrated scout and Indian-fighter, was employed by gov-
ernment agents as a spy between Maysville, Ky., and the
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mouth of the Little Miami, to watch for Indians, who were
accustomed to cross the Ohio into Kentucky to steal and

murder. While so engaged he had several encounters with

them, in which his unerring rifle dealt death to many of ~

the redskins. Two of these encounters were in Clermont,
—the county where this famous scout and hunter afterwards
resided for years. When scouting near what is now the
village of Cedron, in this county,—situate in Franklin
township, on Bullskin Creek, and some three miles from its
mouth, where it empties into the Ohio,—Washburn spied
five Indians, when he instantly fired and killed one. The
four remaining savages pursued him, and, about half a mile
beyond, one of them having got, in pursuit, within a few
steps, Washburn wheeled and shot, and then continued the
retreat. In less than a mile farther a second one came so
close to him that as he turned to fire he caught the muzzle
of his gun, when, after a severe struggle, Washburn brought
it to his chest, and discharging it, his antagonist fell dead.
He still continued on his course, pursued by the two Indians,
all three being pretty well fatigued, and often stopping and
treeing. After going something more than a mile, Washburn
took advantage of an open ground over which the Indians
were passing, and stopped suddenly to shoot the foremost,
who thereupon sprang behind a small sapling. Washburn
fired and wounded him mortally, and the remaining savage
then gave a little yell and exclaimed, “ No catch that man !
Gun always loaded!” and retreated back into the forest,
leaving Washburn to proceed to the Ohio further unmo-
lested. Later in the season of the same year, while returning
from the mouth of the Little Miami, he discovered an In-
dian on Twelve-Mile Creek, in Ohio township, a little over
a mile from the present town of New Richmond, and before
the redskin was probably aware of his being seen his life
was taken by the sure shot of the great spy’s never-failing
rifle, which was the terror of his savage foes. This encoun-
ter happened on what is now the farm of Christian Laub,
a worthy German, who suffers at this day less apprehension
from the red men than from the failure of his grape-fields
to yield a goodly vintage.

The alarming condition of affairs in the Territory inspired
President Washington with fresh anxiety for a more effec-
tive prosecution of the Indian war, and a new army, in
every respect superior to the former, was assembled at Cin-
cinnati in 1791, under the command of Gen. Arthur St.
Clair, the Governor of the Territory, and an officer who had
a Revolutionary record of patriotism and ability, and under
whom the speedy termination of the Indian atrocities was
expected to be secured. The regular force consisted of
three regiments of infantry, two companies of artillery, and
one of cavalry, and the militia numbered about six hdndred
men. With this army St. Clair began, on September 17th,
his march from Ludlow’s Station (six miles from Fort
Washington) towards the Indian towns on the Maumee.
Two forts, Hamilton and Jefferson, were established on the
route, at the distance of about forty miles from each other,
and garrisoned by parties detached from the main army for
that purpose. Shortly after leaving Fort Jefferson a con-
siderable party of the militia mutinied and" deserted in a
body. The First Regiment, under Maj. Hamtranck, was
ordered to pursue them and to secure the advancing con-

voys of provisions, which, it was feared, they designed to
plunder. Thus weakened by desertion and division, St.
Clair approached the Indian towns. On the 3d of Novem-
ber, when within about forty-five miles of the towns, he
halted, intending to throw up some slight fortifications for
the protection of the baggage, and to await the return of
the absént regiment. Misfortune seemed to have marked
the expedition almost from its commencement, and on the
following morning, about half an hour before sunrise, the
American army was attacked with fiery impetuosity by the
whole force of the Northwestern tribes and totally defeated,
with the loss of more than six hundred officers and soldiers.
The site of this disastrous defeat was near the headwaters
of the Wabash, now in Mercer Co., Ohio, and the battle-
field is known as Fort Recovery. Hngaged in this battle
were at least two thousand Indians and fifteen hundred
white men, and of the latter more than half were either

- killed or wounded.

Nothing could have been more unexpected than this
severe disaster—this calamity—to the disheartened and
greatly-harassed pioneers of the Territory. Its effect was
deplorable, and the victorious tribes sent runners to the
southern and southwestern nations to stimulate them to
attacks upon the white settlements; and, consequently, In-
dian outrages of every kind were multiplied, and emigration
was almost entirely suspended. The Federal government
now took the preliminary steps to raise a large army to
operate against the hostile tribes, for the purpose of finally
and permanently subjugating them, and Congress passed
the necessary laws and the President hastened to carry
them into effect. In the mean time there occurred a battle
in Clermont County,—the only fight of any magnitude
known to have ever transpired between the Indians and
whites within its borders.

INDIAN BATTLE IN CLERMONT-—TECUMSEH
AND KENTON ENGAGED—THE SAVAGES DE-
FEATED IN A SHARP CONFLICT.

In the month of March, 1792, some horses were stolen
by the Indians from the settlements back:of Maysville,
Mason Co., Ky., and a party of whites, to the number of
thirty-six, was immediately raised for the purpose of pur-
suing them. It embraced Simon Kenton, Cornelius Wash-
burn, Timothy Downing, Benjamin Whiteman, Anthony
Shane, Stephen Ruddell, Alexander McIntyre, John Barr,
Calvin, Isaac Ferguson, and several other experienced
woodsmen and famous scouts,—all noted marksmen and
familiar with pioneer hardships. Simon Kenton, the dis-
tinguished Indian-fighter, was placed in command, and next
in authority was the celebrated Cornelius Washburn,
marked in the early struggles with the red men for his
sagacity and courage. Over half a century ago, the prog-
ress of civilization being 0o rapid for him, he left his
‘home and kindred in Clermont County for the wilds of the
far West, to pass his time in the congenial -employment of
hunting the bear and trapping the beaver, and of his ulti-
mate fate history is uncertain. The Hutchinsons, Har-
lowes, Woods, and Tates, of Jackson township, and the
wife of ex-County Treasurer Joseph Bicking, are grand-
children of Washburn, whose renowned exploits and hair-




THE INDIANS. 33

breadth escapes from the Indians would fill a volume. The
third in command of this company was Timothy Downing,

one of the first settlers of Washington, Ky., and who was:

once captured by the savages near Blue Licks and brought
a prisoner to Ohio by the Shawnees, but escaped by his
strategy and coolness, for which he was so noted. He has
a great-granddaughter in Batavia in Mrs. R. J. Baneroft,
whose mother was a Downing, born in Washington, Ky.

Drake, in his life of the celebrated Indian chief Tecum-
seh, says, the trail of the Indians being taken, it was found
that they had crossed the Ohio River just below the mouth
of Lee's Creek, which was reached by the above-mentioned
pursuing-party towards evening. Having prepared rafts,
they crossed the Ohio that night and encamped. Early
the next morning the trail was again taken, and pursued
in a northerly course all day, the weather being bad and
the ground wet. On the ensuing morning twelve of the
men were unable to continue the pursuit, and were per-
mitted to return. The remainder followed the trail until
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, when a bell was heard, which
they supposed indicated their approach to an Indian camp.
A halt was called, all useless baggage and clothing laid
aside, and Benjamin Whiteman and two others sent ahead
as spies in different directions, each being followed by a
detachment of the party. After moving forward some dis-
tance, it was found the bell was approaching them, where-
upon they halted, and soon perceived a solitary Indian
riding towards them. When within one hundred and fifty
yards he was fired at and killed, whereupon Kenton ordered
the spies to proceed, being now satisfied that the camp of
the Indians was near at hand. They pushed on rapidly,
and after going about four miles found the red men en-
camped on the southeast side of the east fork of the Little
Miami River, in Jackson township, Clermont Co., at Lime-
Kiln Ford, near the mouth of Grassy Run, and on what
are now the lands of Thomas Goldtrap, J. G. Hutehinson,
and Samuel Bicking’s heirs,—about two miles south of
Marathon and five miles northeast of Willjamsburgh.

The indications of a considerable body of Indians were
so strong that the expediency of an attack at that hour of
the day was doubted by Kenton. A hurried council was
held, in which it was determined to retire if it could be
done without discovery, and lie concealed until night, and
then assault the camp. This plan was carried into execu-
tion, and two of the spies were left to watch the Indians
and ascertain whether the pursuing-party had been discov-
ered. The others retreated for some distance, and took a
commanding position on a ridge. The spies watched until
night, and then reported to their commander that they had
not been discovered by the enemy. The men being wet
and cold, they were now marched down into a hollow,
where they kindled fires, dried their clothes, and put their
rifles in order. The party was then divided into three
detachments, Kenton commanding the right, McIntyre the
centre, and Downing the left. By agreement, the three
divisions were to move towards the camp simultaneously,
and when they had approached as near as possible without
giving an alarm were to be guided in the commencement
of the attack by the fire from Kenton’s party.

When Downing and his detachment had approached close

5

to the camp an Indian arose upon his feet and began to stir
up the fire, which was dimly burning. Fearing a discovery,
Downing’s party immediately shot him down. .This was
followed by a general fire from the three detachments upon
the Indians, who were sleeping under some marquees and
bark tents, close upon the margin of the east fork. But
unfortunately, as it proved in the sequel, Kenton's party
had taken © Boone” as their watchword. This name, hap-
pening to be as familiar to the enemy as themselves, led to
some confusion in the course of the engagement. When
fired upon, the savages, instead of retreating across the
stream, as had been anticipated, boldly stood upon their
arms, returncd the fire of the assailants, and rushed upon
them. They were reinforced, moreover, from a camp on the
opposite side of the east fork, which until then had been
unperceived by the whites. In a few minutes the Indians
and Kentuckians were blended with each other, and the
cry of “ Boone” and “Che Boone” arose simultaneously
from each party.

It was after midnight when the attack was made, and,
there being no moon, it was very dark. Kenton, perceiving
that his men were likely to be overpowered, ordered a re-
treat after the attack had lasted for a few minutes; this was
continued through the remainder of the night and part of
the next day, the redskins pursuing them, but without kill-
ing more than one of the retreating party. The Kentuek-
ians lost but two men,—Alexander Meclntyre and John
Barr,—but the loss of the Indiuns was much greater, ac-
cording to the statement of some prisoners, who, after the
peace of 1795, were released and returned to Kentucky.
They related that fourteen Indians were killed and seventeen
wounded. They further stated that there were in the camp
about one hundred warriors, among them several chiefs of
note, including Tecumseh, Battise, Black Snake, Wolf, and
Chinskau, and that the party had been formed for the
purpose of annoying the settlements in Kentucky, and of
attacking boats descending the Ohio River, but the severe
raid of the whites changed their intention and altered their
course.

The history of no battle with the Indians in pionecr
annals shows more valor than this fight on the part of the
brave scouts and hunters—twenty-four in all—who at-
tacked and fought over a hundred Indians, among whom
were several of their most celebrated chiefs on the continent,
and inflicted such chastisement upon the savages as to deter
them from future incursions into this and the county of
Brown, and from further predzxtory raids upon the Ken-
tucky people. Kenton and his band were three days in
reaching Limestone (now Maysville, Ky.), going down near
the line of Clermont and Brown Counties to the mouth of
Bullskin Creek and thence up the Ohio, and were two days
without food, and destitute of a sufficient amount of clothing
to protect them from the cold winds and rains of March.

Some of the foregoing particulars of this expedition are
gathered from the writings of Gen. Benjamin Whiteman,
one of the early and gallant pioneers of Kentucky, and
who died many years ago in Xenia, Ohio, but some of
whose great-grandchildren still live in Tate and Franklin
townships, of this county.

The statements of Anthony Shane and Stephen Ruddell
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touching this fight vary in some particulars from that which
has been given above, and also from the narrative in Me-
Donuald’s sketches. Ruddell states that at the beginning
of the attack Tecumseh was lying by the fire, outside of
the tents, and when the first gun was heard he sprang to
his feet, and, calling upon Sinnamantha to follow his ex-
ample and charge, he rushed forward and killed one of the
whites (John Barr) with his war-club. The other Indians,
raising the war-whoop, seized their arms, and, rushing upon
Kenton and his band, compelled them, after a scvere con-
test, to retreat. One of the Indians, in the midst of the
engagement, fell into the river, and in the effort to get out
of the water made so much noise that it created a belief
on the minds of the whites that a reinforcement was cross-
ing the stream to aid Tecumseh. This is supposed to have
hastened the order from Kenton for his men to retreat.
The afternoon prior to the battle one of Kenton's men, by

the name of Meclntyre, succeeded in catching an Indian ~

horse, which he tied in the rear of the camp, and when a
retreat was ordered he mounted and rode off.

Early in the morning Tecumseh and four of his men
set off in pursuit of the retreating party, and, having fallen
upon the trail of MeclIntyre, they pursued it for some dis-
tance, and at length overtook him. He had struck a fire
and was cooking some meat, and when he discovered his
pursuers he instantly fled at full speed. Tecumseh and
two others followed, and were fast gaining on him, when he
turned and raised his gun. Two of the Indians, who hap-
pened to be in advance of Tecumseh, sprang behind the
trees, but he rushed upon MecIntyre and made him prisoner.
He was tied and taken back to the battle-ground; upon
reaching which, Tecumseh deemed it prudent to draw off
the red men, lest the whites should rally and renew the
ficht. He requested some of his companions to catch the
horses, but, they hesitating, he undertook to do it by him-
self, assisted by one of the party, and when he returned to
camp with the horses he found that his men had killed
McIntyre. At this act of cruelty he was exceedingly in-
dignant, declaring that it was a cowardly act to kill 2 man
when tied, and 2 prisuner.

The conduct of Tecumseh in this engagement and in
the events of the following morning is creditable alike to
his courage and humanity. Resolutely brave in battle, his
arm was never uplifted against a prisoner, nor did he suffer
violence to be inflicted upon a captive without promptly
rebuking it. McDonald, in speaking of this action, says
that the distinguished warrior, Tecumseh, commanded the
Indians, and that his cautious and fearless intrepidity made
him a host wherever he went.

In military tactics night-attacks are not allowable, éxcept
in cases like this, where the assailing party is far inferior
in numbers. Sometimes, in night-attacks, panic and con-
fusion are created in the attacked party, which may render
them a prey to inferior numbers. Kenton trusted to some-
thing like this on the present occasion, but was disappointed,
for when Tecumseh was present his influence over the
minds of his followers infused that confidence in his tact
and courage that could only be defeated by force of num-
bers.

In the numerous accounts of this battle the principal

difference relates to the number of Indians in the engage-
ment and the loss sustained by them, and there is only one
that disputes the truth of the fact of the redskins getting
reinforcements from the north side of the east fork.
Some writers have located this battle at Salt Lick, in Perry
township, Brown Co., nearly a mile from the site we have
given, but they are mistaken, as Cornelius Washburn, who
a few years subsequently settled and made his home for
quite a while in the immediate vicinity of the site desig-
nated by us, often walked over the battle-ground and pointed
out and described the particulars of the fight, and placed
its exact location as before mentioned by us.

In April, 1792, while Gen. Nathaniel Massie, with a
party of nine men, was engaged in surveying in Stonelick
township, they were suddenly attacked (while breakfast was
preparing) by a party of twenty-two Indians. So unex-
pected was the onslaught by this superior force that Gen.

Massie ordered his men to fall back after firing a few shots .

at the savages. The whites retreated to Geraul's Station,
at that time commanded by Capt. Richard Hall. The In-
dians pursucd them some distance, and slightly wounded
one of the men. Three of the Indians were scen to fall.
It is supposed that these were the same Indians that soon
after killed Maj. Covalt at Round Bottom.

A few years later Gen. William Lytle, while surveying
in Jackson township, was pursued by a small party of In-
dians, and in the hurry of the moment lost his pocket-
compass. This was found in a good state of preservation a
few years ago, and‘is highly prized as a memento of those
perilous times.

Various obstacles retarded the enlistment and organiza-
tion of the new army to meet the Indians, and military
preparations progressed slowly, owing to the distance for
transportation and the sparseness of population. Gen. An-
thony Wayne, a bold, energetic, and experienced officer of
the Revolution,—the immortal hero of ¢ Stony Point,”—
was appointed to the command, and arrived at Cincinnati
in the spring of .1793. The Kentucky volunteer riflemen
had become, from the experience of frequent disasters,
averse to serving in concert with the regular troops, but
such was the confidence inspired by ¢ Mad Anthouny.
Wayne” that they joined his standard with alacrity and in
great numbers. In the course of the following wintér he
established a fort on a western branch of the Great Miami,
which he called Greenville, and, having taken possession of
the theatre of St. Clair's defeat, erected there a fort, to

which he gave the most appropriate name of ¢ Fort Re-

covery.” In the spring of 1794 the new American army
assembled at Greenville, and consisted of fifteen hundred
mounted volunteers from Kentucky and a regular foree of
about two thousund men, all-of whom were well provided in
every respect and eager to be led against the insolent and
haughty enemy. The Kentucky troops were commanded by
Gen. Charles Scott, of that State, who was the second ranking
officer in this army, and who, as well as Gen. Henry Lee
(the ¢ Light-Horse Harry” of the Revolution) and Gen.
William Darke, had been favorably considered by President
Washington in connection with the chief command of this
great expedition. The choice, however, fell upon Gen.
Wayne, the old companion-in-arms of the President, and to
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him is justly ascribed the honor of defeating the Indian
tribes commanded by the cclebrated Shawnee chief Blue
Jacket on the Maumee, Aug. 20, 1794, and of perma-
nently breaking the power of a very formidable Indian con-
federacy. :

The savages had collected their whole force, amounting
to over two thousand braves, near a British fort, erected
since the treaty of 1783, and in gross violation of its obli-
gations, at the foot of the rapids of the Maumee. Wayne
 marched from Grecnville towards the confluence of the
Auglaize with the Maumee in July, 1794. Having arrived
there, he sent forward a messenger with his last pacific
overtures, but without waiting for his return continued
his march.  On his route he met the envoy, who returned
with an evasive answer. On August 20th he encountered
the enemy, and the order of march was instantly converted
into the order of battle. The contest which ensued was
short and deadly, and successive charges impetuously made
with the bayonet drove the Indians from their coverts and
exposed them to a galling fire. Unable to sustain the onset,
they fled in - the greatest confusion, and were pursued
under the guns of the British fort. In this well-fought
action—one of the severest defeats the American Indians
ever met—Gen. Wayne’s zealous and efficient aid-de-camp
was a future President,—William Henry Harrison. -

This battle was fought at the Maumee Rapids, near
Perrysburg and Fort Meigs, in Wood Co., Ohio, and is
‘known as the battle of Fallen Timbers,” though some-
times called the “battle of the Maumee.” The American
loss was thirty-three killed and one hundred wounded, in-
" cluding in the former five officers and nineteen in the
latter, but the loss of the enemy was very large, as the
woods were strewed for a considerable distance with the
dead bodies of the Indians and their white auxiliaries, the
latter armed with British muskets and bayonets.

Cessation of hostilities followed this victory, and a peace
which the government had vainly sought by friendly nego-
tiation was securet,—a peace which continued for many
years, even until after the “Northwest Territory” had
ceased to be and the important incidents and events con-
nected therewith had passed into history. The victory did
not at once reduce the savages to submission, and it was
necessary to lay waste their whole country, and to ercct
forts in the heart of their territory, before they could be
entirely subdued. At length, however, they became thor-
oughly convinced of their inability to resist the American
arms, and sued for peace. A grand council was held at
Greenville, only a few miles distant from the unfortunate
scene of St. Clair’s defeat of four years previous, where
eleven of the most powerful Northwestern tribes were
represented, to whom Gen. Wayne dictated .the terms of
pacification.

The treaty thus negotiated with the ¢ Thirteen Fires,”
as the savages called the Federal States, stipulated for the
mutual release of prisoners and confirmed the boundary-
line established by the treaty at Fort McIntosh, which ex-
tended westward from Loramies to Fort Recovery, and
thence southward to the mouth of the Kentucky River.
All the territory eastward and southward of the line thus
established was ceded to the United States, and the In-

dians solemuly pledged themselves never again to make -
those lands, or any part of them, a cause or pretense of
war or injury to any of the American people. , Several
small tracts, important as sites for mifitary forts, were like-
wise ceded. The Indians also agreed to acknowledge the
United States as their sole protector, and never to sell their
lands to any other power. Upon these conditions the
United States received the Indian nations into their pro-
tection, guarantced their future security from wrong and
injury, and relinquished all claims to land not included
within the treaty boundary. . A large quantity of goods
was also delivered on the spot, and perpetual annuities, pay-
able in merchandise or in domestic animals, implements of
husbandry, or other convenient utensils, at the pleasure of
the receivers, were promised to each tribe which became a
party to the treaty.

This treaty was the foundation of a permanent peace, and
was the act of all the tribes who had then any claims to the
territory east of the Wabash, and the observance of its con-
ditions was secured by the expectation of solid benefits, as
the rewards of good faith, and by the dread of severe retri-
bution as the consequence of infractions. Its effect upon
the prosperity and improvement of the West was immense..
Confidence in the disposition and ability of the government
to protect the Western settlers was universally restored, and
the emigrant no longer had the fear of the tomakiawk and
the scalping-knife, of the midnight conflagration and the
noon-day ambush, before his eyes when he undertook the
conquest of the wilderness. Qccasional aggressions, indeed,
by both whites and Indians,still continued to oceur, but no
combination of tribes, nor any single tribe, again lifted the
tomahawk against the United States until just before the
breaking out of the war of 1812 with Great Britain.

On the heels of Wayne's victory and treaty, the popula-
tion of Ohio began to increase and extend; the Virginia
Reservation, between the Little Miami and Seioto, drew a
large number of Revolutionary veterans and others from
that State; the business of entering new surveys in Cler-
mont was resumed ; and several settlements were begun in
the county, in Williamsburgh, Miami, and Washington
townships. Many of these settlers had been with Wayne
in his victorious campaign, others had fought the savages in

. Kentucky and North Carolina, and all of them came feeling
secure under the new peace and order of things, and ready
to reclaim the forest and open up farms, but also prepared,
in strong arms and stout hearts, to wield the musket should
Indian aggression ever again raise its bloedy sceptre.

Near Smyrna graveyard, a short distance from Felicity,
in the year 1786, an Indian squaw named ¢ Sweet Lips”
was exccuted by the tomahawk of an Indian chief for her
alleged witcheraft and sorcery, that had impeded the suc-
cess of her tribe in the chase and defeated it in a fight.
When O'Banuon was making his surveys in Franklin and
Washington townships the fall and winter of the following
year, he observed and marked the fatal spot where the
weird woman of the silent race paid the forfeit of her life,
and had the particulars described to him by an Indian
guide who had witnessed the execution.

* In carly times the Little Miami Valley, between Branch
Hill, in this county, and Symmes, on the Hamilton County
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“side, was a place of greater relative importance than at
present, and at one time was the rendezvous for travelers as
well as adventurers, and here was the trail of an Indian
tribe which crossed at Three Islands on their way between
Columbia and Chillicothe.

In the fall of 1795, John Wood, David Wood, Jeriah
Wood, John, Nathan, and Elisha Manning settled in
Washington township, about a mile from Calvary Church.
They had their families, and built what was called “ Wood
and Manning's Station,” afterwards called ¢ Miller's Sta-
tion,” and supposed to have been the first in Clermont.
These settlers lived in the “ station,” which was a residence
and fort combined, and several times the men were driven
into the station by passing predatory bands of Indians
going to Kentucky to steal horses or on their return from
that State by the way of the Neville crossing. They were

never attacked by the savages or the station seriously dis-

turbed, as the treaty held the redskins in check, though
they frequently violated its provisions in erossing the Ohio
River to steal horses from pioneers of the ¢ Dark and
Bloody Ground.” In 1796 and 1797, Simon Kenton,
while scouting between Cincinnati and the Scioto River,
spying for Indians violating the Greenville treaty, often
tarried over-night at this station and partook of its cordial
hospitality. Daniel Boone, when on his way to Missouri,
had sent his family by flatboat down the Ohio River, and
stayed at this station several days with the Woods and
Buchanans,—old friends and neighbors. of that great In-
dian-fighter and hunter at Germantown and Washington,
Ky. Here for nearly a week he tarried, and took a hunt
up into the county to nearly the headwaters of the Stone-
lick, in which the party of eleven laid in an immense sup-
ply of bear and deer-meat, with a dozen fine wild turkeys.

Through the site of what is now the flourishing village
of Williamsburgh (as we are assured by its cloquent his-
torian, Prof. Byron Williams) passed a trail from the
“Dark and Bloody Ground” to the realms of the North
Wind. A camping-spot was near the intersection of Third
or Second with Walput and Mill Streets. Of all the wily
hunters that threaded that mazy trail, of all the valiant
chiefs and cunning braves that reposed in that camp, no
pame is known.

¢ Of the mighty decds they have done,
Of their battles bravely lost or won,”

history, tradition, and song are silent.

“The dusky maidens and their loves are alike forgotten and Jost,
As a darkened torch in midnight ocean tossed.”

Some have thought that there are indications that a great
conflict occurred (many years before any settlement in
Clermont) at the junction of the east fork and Kain Run.
Ouly this we know,—that their souls are in the spirit-land,

and that from beneath rough stone in rude symmetry placed,

on the loveliest knolls in that vicinity, truants and idlers
with curious thoughts and sacrilegious hands have ex-
humed the bones of stalwart men, and that there battle-
axes and arrowheads are to be found in profusion rich to
the studious antiquarian. :

The largest Indian camip in the county afber its occupa-

tion by the whites, in 1795, was on the farm formerly
owned by W. T. Hartman, near Grassy Run, in Jackson
township. It consisted of nine wigwams and forty-three
souls. Rewains of their fireplaces are still to be seen.
These Indians were Wyandots, and subsisted chiefly by
hunting, fishing, and trapping, selling their furs to the
whites for corn and a little money. In their intercourse with
the whites they were friendly and honest. Before that
period the Shawanese had a camp farther up the east fork,
and between them and the Wyandofs there was much
enmity, which came near resulting in serious conflicts on
several occasions. The latter were called women and other
epithets offensive to an Indian’s nature. The Shawanese
left in 1805, and thereafter the Wyandots were in undis-
turbed possession of the salt-licks in that part of the
country, which were greatly frequented by game. Among
their chieftains was one Logan, of very fine personal ap-
pearance, who was killed in the war of 1812. These Indians,
left the county in 1811 to join their northern brethren,
and pnever returned. They were the last to live within the
bounds of Clermont, and more than half a century has
elapsed since the red man has set his foot on her soil.

CHAPTER VI

LAND-GRANTS, TITLES, AND SURVEYS.

X 1IN the third year of the Revolutionary war the State
of Virginia, which claimed the ownership of all the domain
west of the Alleghany Mountains, opened an office for the
sale of her Western lunds. This act attracted the attention
of the other States, several of which regarded the vacant
region in the West as a ‘common fund for the future pay-
ment of the expenses of the war for independence, in which
the confederacy was then involved. This claim, in behalf
of the United States, was asserted on the ground that the
Western lands had been the property of the Crown, and
naturally fell, on the declaration of independence, to the
opponent of the former sovereign. It was contended that
it was manifestly unjust that a vast tract of unoccupied
country, acquired by the common efforts and at the com-
mon expense of the whole Union, should be appropriated
for the exclusive benefit of particular States, while the rest
should be left to bear the unmitigated burden of a debt
contracted in asserting that independence by which this
immense acquisition was wrested from Great Britain. On
the other hand Virginia, Massachusetts, and Connecticut
asserted separate, and in some degree conflicting, claims,
founded upon the construction of their respective colonial
charters, and New York also advanced some vague preten-
sions, grounded upon her jurisdiction over the Six Nations,
of whom the Northwestern tribes were the imagined tribu-
taries. Of these various claims, that of -the United States
seems to have been the most rational and just, and, in oppo-
sition to the several pretensions, Congress, as a common
head of the people, maintained its title to the Western
lands upon the solid ground that a vacant territory, wrested
from the common enemy by the united arms and at the
joint expense of all the States, ought of right to belong to
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Congress, in trust for the common use and benefit of the
whole Union. This controversy respecting the North-
west territory for a long time darkened the prospects
of the American Union and retarded the ratification of the
Articles of Confederation ; it greatly augmented the difi-
culty and embarrassment experienced by Congress in carry-
ing on the war, and it cheercd the enemies of America by
revealing a source of contentious discord among the mem-
bers of the Union.

In these trying circumstances, Congress strongly appealed
to the several States which had asserted claims to the West-
ern domain to avert the danger that threatened the common
cause by liberal cessions for the common benefit. New
York was the first to listen to these appeals, by authorizing
her delegates in Congress, early in the year 1780, to re-
strict her western border by such limits as they should
deem expedient, which magnanimous example was followed
by Virginia making a deed of cession of the territory
northwest of the Ohio on March 1, 1784 ; by Massachu-
setts, in April, 1785, ceding all her claims to the United
States to territory west of the western boundary of New
York; and by Connecticut, on Sept. 14, 1786, deeding all
her land lying one hundred and twenty miles west of the
western boundary of Pennsylvania and bordering on Lake
Erie.

By the acceptance of these cessions Congress became the
trustee of the Confederacy, and, according to a resolve of
1780, the terms of these trusts were: first, that the ceded
territory should be formed into States, to be admitted, when
formed, into the Union upon an equal footing in all respects
with the original States; second, that the land should be
disposed of for the common benefit of all the States; and
third, that the manner and conditions of sale should be
exclusively regulated by Congress.

In the adjustment of this great controversy Massachu-
setts and New York made no reservations in their respective
cessions, but Virginia and Connecticut were not so unmind-
ful of their individual interests, the latter reserving what
is now the well-known Ohio Reserve, an area of about
three million eight hundred thousand acres, and the former
a large and undefined tract of some four million acres,
between the Little Miami and Scioto Rivers, embracing all

~of Clermont and all or parts of twenty-three other coun-
ties.

The State of Virginia had raised, at an early period of
the Revolutionary war, two descriptions of troops, State
and Continental, to each of which bounties in lands were
promised.

The lands within the limits of the indefinite and vague
colonial charter of Virginia from James I., King of Eng-
land, situate to the northwest of the Ohio River, were with-
drawn from appropriation on treasury land-warrants, and
the Jands on Cumberland River, and between Green and
Tennessee Rivers, on the southeasterly side of the Ohio,
were appropriated for these military bounties to the officers
and soldiers on thé Continental establishment, in contradis-
tinction to the State soldiery, otherwise paid. But in her
cession Virginia stipulated that in case the quantity of
good land on the southeast of the Ohio, upon the waters
of Cumberland River, and between Green and Tennessee

Rivers, should, from the North Carolina line bearing in
farther upon the Cumberland lands than was expected,

. prove insufficient for their legal bounties, the deficiency

should be made up to said troops in good lands, to be laid
off between the rivers Scioto and Little Miami, on the north-
west side of the Ohio River, in such proportions as have
been engaged to them by the laws of Virginia for their re-
spective services, proportional to their rank and time of
actual service. '

The right of the United States as against the civilized
world was now clear and incontestable, the several States
having respectively relinquished their pretensions, and Great
Britain and Spain, who had each disputed the western
boundary of the Union, having conceded, by formal treaty,
the American claim to all the territory east of the Missis-
sippi and north of Florida and Louisiana. Congress, there-
fore, proceeded to perfect its title to the soil and jurisdiction
by negotiations with the Indian tribes, the original and only
rightful sovereigns and proprietors, and by a treaty concluded
at Fort McIntoslh, Jan. 21, 1785, with the Wyandots,
Delawares, Chippewas, and Ottawas, it acquired the title
of all these tribes to about three-fourths of the present State
of Ohio. . : v

By the ordinance of May, 1785, Congress had executed
in part the great pational trust confided to it by providing
for the future surveys of the public domain in the West
the disposal of the vacant lands for the common goed, and by
preseribing the manner and terms of sale. On July 13,
1787, Congress adopted an ordinance that has passed into
history as the formal dedication of the great Northwest to
liberty and settlement,—in which provision was made for
successive forms of territorial government, adapted to suc-
cessive steps of advancement in the settling of the Western
country. It comprehended an intelligible system of law on
the descent and conveyance of real property and the trans-
fer of personal goods, and contained five articles of compact
between the original States.and the people and States of' the
Territory, establishing certain great fandamental principles
of governmental duty and private right as the basis of all
future constitutions and legislation, unalterable and inde-
structible except by that final and common ruin, which, as
it has overtaken all former systems of human polity, may
yet overwhelm our American Union.

Never, probably, in the history of the world did a measure
of legislation so accurately fulfill, and yet so mightily ex-
ceed, the anticipations of the legislators, and this ordinance
has been well described as haviog,been a ¢ pillar of cloud
by day and of fire by night” in the settlement and govern-
ment of the Northwestern States. When the settlers went
into the wilderness, they found the law already there, and
impressed upon the soil itself while it yet bore up nothing
but the forest; and the purchaser of land became, by that
act, a party to the compact, and by its perpetual covenants
so far as its conditions did not conflict with the terms of the
cessions of the States.

According to the various ordinances of Congress and the
stipulations of Virginia’s deed of cession, no lund in Cler-
mont County could be purchased, entered, or surveyed save
and except by the Continental troops of Virginia holding
the requisite land-warrants for their services as officers or
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privates, or by other persons to whom these necessary war-
rants had been duly assigned in pursuance of law and in
writing.

The lands in Clermont were taken up under a system
peculiar to this Virginia military district,—what were called
entries for survey. They were not surveyed into townships
or sections or any regular form, but a principal surveyor
was appointed, who selected deputies, and any individual
holding a land-warrant on the Virginia line in the Conti-
nental establishment might locate it wherever he chose
within the district, and in such. shape as he pleased,
wherever the land had not previously been located. When
the lands were surveyed under the orders of the principal
or deputy surveyors, the proper entries returned to the
land-office, and the necessary papers deposited in the de-
partments, and, if everything was found regular, patents
signed by the President were issued.

In consequence of this deficiency of regular original
surveys and the irregularities with which the several loca-
tions were made, and the consequent interference and en-
croachment of some locations upon others, more than
double the litigation has probably arisen between the hold-
ers of adverse titles in this county than in other counties
of equal extent situate on congressional or other lands out-
side of the famous Virginia Military Reservation. The
military district, between the Little Miami and Scioto
Rivers, embraces the counties in whole or part of Cler-
mont, Brown, Adams, Clinton, Highland, Fayette, Madi-
son, Union, Scioto, Pike, Ross, Pickaway, Franklin, Marion,
Delaware, Hardin, Logan, Clark, Green, Champaign, War-
ren, Hamilton, and Auglaize.

The time for making entries and returning surveys
thereon was repeatedly fixed by act of Congress and ex-
tended from time to time, and the first surveys in Ohio
under the provisions of the reservation and other acts fol-
lowed immediately after the passage of the ordinance of 1787,
and were made in Clermont County on November 13th
and 14th of that year,—the fall previous to the settlement
at Marietta, and a year before the first settlers at Cincin-
nati began their operations. The first land, therefore, sur-
veyed by a government officer in Ohio, was in this county,
as is subsequently hérein detailed.

The unsurveyed and unappropriated lands in the Vir-
ginia Reservation were, by an act of Congress of Feb. 18,
1871, ceded to the State of Ohio, coupled with a condition
that each settler on the lands should be entitled to pre-empt
any quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty
acres, under such regulations as the Gencral Assembly of
Ohio should provide. The State, by act of March 26,
1872, accepted said grant, and conveyed the lands to the
Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical College. That as well
as the subsequent act of April 3, 1873, required the trus-
tees of that institution to survey, set off, and convey by
deed to each settler forty acres at the cost only of survey
and deed, and also authorized each settler to demand, and
required said trustees to survey and convey to every such
person, onc hundred and twenty acres additional for one
dollar per acre, or such portion thereof as such settler
might have had in actual possession. These lands—of
which there are four thousand two hundred and sixty-four

acres in Clermont—may be classified as follows: Fivst,
unsurveyed lands; sccond, lands resting on entry alone;
third, fraudulent and voidable surveys; and fourth, lands
dbnated to settlers. The Jands designated as “ unsurveyed”
include, as well as the tracts resting on more naked entries,
those unclaimed. An entry is simply a notice in writing
by the holder of a warrant to the principal surveyor of an
intention to survey and appropriate a particular tract, and
in order to make an entry available it must be followed by
a survey, which must be approved by the principal sur-
veyor, and by him certified to the commissioner of the
General Land-Office.

There are many lands surveyed which have not been
carried into patent, the surveys of which are of two sorts,
—valid and fraudulent. The Agricultural College declares
its policy not to interfere with surveys long since made

 which have not been carried into patent by reason of mere

technical defects, which are causes of most of the nonpat-
ented four thousand two hundred and sixty-four acres in
this county, but avows its purpose to get possession of the
fraudulent surveys, which stand upon a different footing,
but of which there are but a very few in Clermont.

In hundreds of instances lands are held in this county,
and have been for years, simply upon location and survey,
and in all of them there is what is called ¢ excess,” but
this excess beyond the boundaries of the original survey
in measurement cavnot now, by the settled policy of the
government, be patented anew, or.the occupants thereon
be disturbed in their possession by any person claiming
under governmental title adverse to them. It is not the
policy of the general government that the homes where
the hardy pioneer built his cabin, cleared his ficlds, and
sowed and reaped for years, and where his children have
grown to manhood and womanhood,—where his children
and grandchildren in his old age return to the old farm,
“the dearest spot on earth,” to cheer his declining years
and receive his fatherly blessing,—should be lost or deci-
mated by technicalities of patent or errors in boundary-
lines of surveys made when the country was wilderness.
Humane statutes and equitable decisions will allow no
cloud to intervene whose darkness is more chilling to the
old pioneer than even the approach of that invisible reaper
whose sickle he knows to be near. Errors in olden metes
and bounds will not be permitted to shackle the old settler’s
home or to bind his fields; and the very landmarks that
have grown mossy with age and peace shall not be thrust
aside by the despoiler who would “cause the naked to
lodge without clothing,” and who would violate the divine
injunction, “ Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor’s land-
mark, which they of old time have set in thine inheritance,
which thou shalt inherit in the land that the Lord thy
God giveth thee to possess it.” We give below a synopti-
cal index to the laws relating to the Virginia military

" bounty-lands in this county:

UNITED STATES LAWS.
B. and D.s Edition.
PAGE

1784, March 1. —Lands set apart for satisfying, granted by Vir--
ginia.. contsens crveennnnennen Vol I, 474

1788, Ju]y 17. Act of old Con reas deulnrmw locations and sur-
veys of Virginia mlhtary grants between Scioto and




LAND-GRANTS, TITLES, AND SURVEYS. - 39

PAGE

Little Miami Rivers invalid until lands on waters of

Cumberland River, in Kentucky, prove inadequate
Vol. L., 572

L. and B.Je Edition. "

1790, August 10.—Act above, of 1788, repealed; said lands
assigned to satisfy claims of Virgiuia line of Revolu-

HIONATY WAL .o eerereeierncrniiireeseraennervenses et eeerenens Vol, 1,182
1794, June 9.—Patents to issue for Virginia bounty-lands on
return of warrant and survey........... ceresesnnornane Vol. 1., 394

1800, May 13.—Further regulations for issuing patents..Vol. IL,, 80
1800, May 13.—Warrants for lands may be withdrawn in cases
of conflicting claims.c.ue.ceueiviinrevererenne crunnnes Vol. II., 80
1803, March 1 -—I~sumn' patents where Jand- “mr.mts, ete., have
been 10St.ieueis ceremeartvrunene ieiens oeees vannenens Vol. IL., 237
1804, March 23.—DBoundary of Military Reservation ascertained,
Vol. 1L, 274
1812, June 26,—Western boundary ascertained............ Vol. II,, 764
1816, April 11.—That boundary designated ............... Vol. IIL., 423
1804, March 23.—Such part of reservation as remains unlocated
in three years relcased from claim under Virginia war-

FADES. evansrerersvannarersasnes sanesssorsessornes sosesnronsne Vol. IL., 275
1804, March 23.—Warrants to be lvcated by March 23, 1807, and

surveys returned two years thereafter.....e..uee.e. Vol. IL., 275
1807, March 23.—Time extended four years........ eeeraerns Vol. II., 424

1810, March 16.—Five years allowed for obtaining and locating
- warrants, and seven for returning surveys......Vol. II., 589

1814, Nov. 3.—Three years additional allowed for locating war-
rants, and five for making returns......coceueees Vol. IIL., 143

1818, April 11.—Two years from Tatifiention of any treaties e\-

tinguishing Indian titles to locate warrants, ete.,
Vol, ITIL., 423

1821, Feb. 9.—Time of location extended to Jan, 4, 1823, and

return of surveys to Jan. 4, 1826.....ceeveennennes Vol. IIL, 612
1823, March 3.—Two years allowed for location of warrants, and
four for returning SUrveys....cves veessere severenes Vol. IIL, 772

1823, March 3.—Warrants not to be removed after location, nor
to be located on lands sold by United States...Vol. IIL, 773
1826, May 20.—Time of issuing warrants extended to June 12,
1829, location to June, 1832, and return of surveys to
June 1833 uuueeiiinerernnnses sennnnnen Vol. IV, 189
1824, May 26. ! Terms to be ascertained on which holders under
purchase from United States of lands between Roberts’
and Ludlow’s lines will relinquish title, it being found

these lands are in the Virginia Reservation..... Vol. Iv., %70.

1826, M.Ly 20 —Restricxions imposed on issuc of location of war-
.................................................... .Vol. IV,, 189

1826, M':y 20 —Withdrawal of locations of w. nrr'mts prolnbxted

except in cases of eviction or interfercnce mth other

claims... Vol. IV,, 190
1807, March 3.— ands may be sur\eyed and patented under
Virginia resolution wWarrants......eceeeeeees seseneees Vol. II., 437
1815, Feb. 22.—Two years further allowed to complete surveys
under resolution WarrantS....ceees cererecsesreceanee Vol. I1I.,, 212
1818, April 11.—Act of 1807, above, revised and continued in
FOrCe..cieeieerietnne tirtnteeetiirnitetineae teaea s sorenenne Vol, ITI., 423
1821, Feb. 9.—F P on for issuing patents for locations
under Virginia resolution warrants.....ceeeeeeeen. Vol. IIL,, 612
1823, March 3.—Act of 1807 again revived.. Vol. IIL, 772

1829, Feb. 24.—A surveyor for Virginia Ml]lta,ry District to be

ApPOINLEd et vrreeiiiiries treetieicert s e Vol. IV., 335
1830, April 23.—Time for issuing Virginia warrants extended to
January, 1832....ciiiiiiiiiiiientiiienensenneneenenn Vol. IV., 395

1830, April 23.—None issued thereafter to be located.....Vol. IV., 395

1830, May 30.—Serip to be issued for Virginia bounty-]and,
Vol. IV., 422

1832, March 31.—Act of May 30, 1830, not to extend to cases

where patents have lssued aras wasswsazavs saxawaves Vol, IV,, 500
1832, March 31.—~Third section of act I\Iay 30, 1826, extended
for seven yearS.............. sevseesuereresseresrnenosnee Vol. IV., 500

1832, July 13.—Additional land or scrip granted for Vlmmm
land-warrants.. cevessesnsnrenes VOL IV 578

1833, March 2.—Additional grunr. of ]and to mtlsfy V\r‘rmm’
land-warrants . Vol. IV 665

1835, March 3.—Further ; gr. .................... Vol. IV., 770

1838, July 7.—Time for locating Vlrgmm land-warrants ex-
tended..cie coensencnnnioinneneei srensnenserennsesnne sanens Vol. V., 262

1841, Aug. 19.—Time lurther extended....oivuiveinrennaninne Vol. V., 449

1S46 July 29.—Time further extended to January, 1848,
Vol. IX,, 41
1848, July 5.—Same continued in force till Jan. 1, 1850,
Vol. IX., 244
1850, Feb. 20 —Further time extended to Jan. 1, 1852..Vol. IX,, 421
1852, Aug. 31.—Making further provisions for satisfaction of
\'1rgmm, land-warrants........couees . veerereen Vol. X., 143
1854, Dec. 19.—Time extended for retiring sul VeYS.ieurran , 595
185.7, March 3.—Time extended for letumg surveys , 701
1860, June 22.—To declare meaning of act of August, 1852,

Vol. XII.,, 84 -
1871, Feb, 18.—Cedes lands to State of Ohio....ceieevnrresiennncnnnee . 416
1848 —.—An act to allow three years from its date to mnko
return of surveys, entered before Jan. 1, 1852..............

1872, March 26.—State of Ohio ceded unsurvoycd and unsold
. lands to the Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical Colloge,
0. L. Vol. 69 52

The principal surveyor of the Virginia Military District
was Gen. Richard C. Anderson, of Kentucky, grandfather
of Maj. Robert Anderson, the heroic defender of Fort
Sumter, and of Governor Charles Anderson, of Ohio.- He
opened an office for the reception of locations and surveys
at Louisville, Ky., Aug. 1, 1784, and on Aug. 1, 1787,
established in his office a separate bureau for the lands on
the north side of the Ohio River. Under Gen. Anderson
and his successors all of the lands in this county were sur-

-veyed by his deputy surveyors,—dJohn O'Bannon (the first

who made a survey in the district), Gen. James Taylor,
Gen. William Lytle, Gen. Duncan McArthur, and Gen.
Nathaniel Massie (both afterwards Governors of the State),
Robert Todd, Joseph Kerr, Cadwalder Wallace, Timothy
Kirby, A. D. Kendrick, E. P. Kendrick, John Hill, James
Denny, Peter McArthur, Allen Latham, James Galloway,
Jr., John Elljson, Jr., David Collins, Walter Dunn, Col.
James Taylor, Jr., George C. Light, David Collier, Col.
James Poage, and John Bogges. Most of the éurveys
were made before the year 1800, under Anderson’s admin-
istration and by his deputies, O'Bannon, Lytle, Taylor, Sr.,
Massie, Todd, and Wallace, who were exposed to incessant
dangers, suffered great privations, and were frequently at-
tacked by the Indians. . The first locations of land warrants
in the county, in the fall of 1787 and succeeding winter,
were made by O'Bannon by stealth, as every creek which
was explored, every line that was run, was at the risk of
life from the savage Indians, whose courage and persever-
ance were only equaled by that of the whites to push for-
ward their settlements.

John O’Bannon, the pioneer deputy surveyor, had placed
in his hands a large number of land-warrants for surveys,
and as the risk of making entries was great, and as it was
desirable to possess the best lands, the owners of warrants
in most cases made liberal contracts with him. One-fourth,
one-third, and sometimes as much as one-half acquired by
the entry of good lands were given by the proprietors to
the surveyors. If the owners preferred paying moncy, the
usual terms were ten pounds, Virginia currency, for each
thousand acres entered and surveyed, exclusive of chain-
men’s expenses. These terms cannot appear extravagant
when we consider that at that time the danger encountered
was great, the exposure during the winter severe, and that
the price of first-rate land in the West was low, and an im-
mense quantity in market.

During the month of November, 1787, O'Bannon pre-
pared a party to enter largely inta the surveying business
in Clermont, and camne down the Ohio River from Pitts-
burgh and landed at what is now the village of Neville,
where they hauled their boat out of the water and began
operations for the season. After surveying several weeks
winter set in, and the ground was covered with a sheet of
snow from six to ten inches deep; and their bread ran out,
save a little flour, a pint of which was distributed once a
day to each mess to mix with the soup in which the meat
had been boiled. When night canie, four fires were made

" for cooking,—that is, one for each mess,—and around these,

till sleeping-time came, the company spent the hours in
most social glee, singing songs and telling stories, in which
O'Bannon, with his droll Irish wit, greatly excelled. When
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danger was not apparcut or immediate, they were as merry
a set of men as ever assembled, and, resting-time arriving,
O’'Bannon always gave the signal, and the whole party would
then leave their comfortable fires, carrying with them their
blankets, their fircarms, and their little baggage, walking
in perfect silence two or three hundred yards from the fire.
They would then scrape away the snow and huddle down
together for the night. Iach mess formed one bed, and
they would spread down on the ground one-half of the
blankets, reserving the other half for covering. Thus pre-
pared, the whole party ecrouched down together with their
rifles in their arms and their pouches under their heads for
pillows, lying spoon-fashion, with threc heads one way and
four the other, their feet extending to about the middle of
their bodies. When one turned the whole mess turned, or
else the close range would be broken and the cold let in;
and in this way they lay till broad daylight, no noise and
scarcely a whisper being uttered during the night, When
it was perfectly light, O'Bannon would call up two of the
men, in whom he had most confidence, and send them to
reconnoitre and make a circuit around the fires, lest an am-
buscade might be formed by the Indians to destroy the
party as they returned to the fires. Self-preservation re-
quired this circumspection, and it was an invariable cus-
tom in every variety of weather.

One time during the winter, when they were out in the
wilderness, in what is now Tate township, they were ex-
posed to a severe storm without hut, tent, or covering, and,
what was still more appalling, without provision and with-
out any road or track to retreat on; but on the third day
of the great smow-storm they luckily killed two wild
turkeys, which were boiled and divided into twenty-eight
parts, and devoured with great avidity, heads, feet, entrails,
and all.

The first survey in the great Northwest was made in this
county, on what now includes the town of Neville, and was
made by O'Bannon on Nov. 13, 1787, for Col. John
Neville, a gallant officer of the Revolutionary struggle in
the Virginia line, for fourteen hundred acres, and was
numbered 388, and predicated on military warrant No.
937. John Williams, Sylvester Montroney, and James
Blair were the chain-carriers; and so well was the. tract
surveyed, and such was its perfect accuracy, that never to
this day, like some other surveys in the county, has its
lives or boundaries been questioned. The next day, No-
vember 14th, the survey of Richard C. Anderson, of one
thousand acres (No. 391), was entered and made, and
includes the present town of Moscow ; and also was made
that of John McDougal (No. 1683), of six hundred and
sixty-six and two-thirds acres. On Christmas following,
O'Bannon entered the surveys of Nicholas Carter (No.
1285), of four hundred acres, and of Morgan Bryan (No.

©1724), of two hundred acres, on both of which is built the
enterprising town of Telicity ; also that of William Smith,
" (No. 866), of four hundred acres, on Bear Creek; Jarvin
Miller's, in Franklin township (No. 1080), of one thousand
acres; Benjamin Mosely’s, in Franklin and Washington
townships (No. 1102), of one thousand acrés; and John
Hamilton’s, in Washington (No. 866), of four hundred
acres,—thus surveying three thousand four hundred acres

in seven different tracts, miles apart, all in one day. On
the 26th he surveyed that of Alexander Parker (No. 834),
of scven hundred acres; the 27th, that of Robert Crad-
dock (No. 892), of nine hundred and sixty-four acres, and
John IHackley (No. 905), of six hundred and sixty-six and
two-thirds acres; the 28th, that of William Talliaferro
(No. 533), of five hundred and thirty-three acres, adjoin-
ing Chilo; and on Jan. 3, 1788, Robert Beal’s (No. 847),
of one thousand acres, on which is the site of New Rich-
mond.

Gen. George Washington, the Father of his Country
and first President of the United States, owned at one
time four large tracts of land in the county, ageregating
four thousand and fifty-one acres, for which he had four
separate surveys made and entered in his own name. The
first of these was made by John O'Bannon on Dec. 28,
1787, and is located in Franklin township, on the Felicity
‘and Rural free turnpike, and is nuwmbered 1630 and for
eight hundred and thirty-nine acres; the second is No.
403, of one thousand acres, lying in Pierce township, on
the Ohio River, including the village of Palestine and
running down to the Hamilton county-line; the third lies
in Miami township, between the villages of Milford and
Miamiville, borders on the Little Miami River, and is
directly opposite the famous Camp Dennison, so well known
in the late Rebellion; and the fourth, No. 1775, of nine
hundred and seventy-seven acres, situate in Union town-
ship, of this, and in Anderson township, of Hamilton
County, mostly, however, in this. All four of Washing-
ton’s tracts are splendid pieces of land,—three of choice
bottom-fields, and the other of extremely fertile upland.

Before Congress had passed the necessary legislation,
authorizing the issuing of patents by the President to the
holders of Virginia land-warrants upon a due entry and
location of same, by regularly-authorized government sur-
veyors and the proper return of the surveys to the appro-
priate departments at the capital, the Governors of Virginia,
under the laws of that old commonwealth, issued them to
satisfy the owners of the warrants; and of these ouly three
cover lands in this county, and are as follows: The first, of
Beverly Randolph, Governor of Virginia, to William Fow-
ler, on land-warrant No. 145, for seven hundred and sixty-
five acres, being Fowler's survey No. 261, in Pierce town-
ship, between Palestine and New Richmond, and dated
August, 1789, and which patent being considered invalid
in law, the devisees and assignees of said Fowler took an-
other patent for said land from President Andrew Jackson,
on Sept. 28, 1830 ; and the other two were patents issued
and signed by Governor Henry Lee, to John Vaughn and
Peter January, assignees of John Nancarrono, dated May
29, 1792, and respectively for surveys Nos. 1747 and 1748,
of eight hundred and twenty-two and one thousand acres
in Pierce township; but for these lands United States pat-
ents were subsequently issued to Gens. Lytle and Taylor.

NON-PATENTED SURVEYS.
The following are the surveys in the county for which
the government has issued no patents:

Bowman and Thomas, No. 4455, 20 acres, May 7, 1807, Batavia
township.
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John O’Bannon, No. 2378, 470 acres, June 20, 1794, Franklin township.
Robertson and Nyly, No. 851, 75 acres, Oct. 2, 1818, Washington
township.
Mathew Grigg, No. 12,080, 41 acres, Det. 14,1822, Stonelick township.
Peter Casey, No. 572, 700 acres, Dec. 6, 1798, Tate township.
Wm. Mosley, No. 8976, 66 acres, Aug. 18, 1825, Union township.
John Hill, No. 13,535, 11 acres, May 23, 1834, Jackson township.
Nicholas Carroll's Heirs, No. 10,205, 500 acres, Stonelick township.
o ¢ ¢ No. 10,588, 200 acres, Batavia township.
No. 10,304, 100 acres, Stonelick township.
John Hill, No. 15,871, 50 acres, Jackson township.
“ ¢« No. 15,871, 15 acres, “ ¢
% ¢« No. 15,793, 10 acres, “ “
¢« ¢ No. 15,793, 200 acres, “ “
Wright and Stark, Nos. 10,851,
Goshen township.
Wm. Lytle, No. 7363, 200 acres, Sept. 15, 1817, Goshen township.
John Higgins, No. 3776, 200 acres, April 10, 1808, Goshen township.
Thomas L. Shields, No, 13,530, 5% acres, May 23, 1834, Batavia
township.
Winter’s, No. 12,508, 15 acres, Tate township.
John Dimmitt, No. 14,516, 6 acres, April 25, 1840, Franklin township.
John Preston, No. 9802, 20 acres, Jan. 28, 1819, Williawsburgh

3 @ «

township.
Wm. Mosley, No. 9545, 5 acres, June 1, 1820, Batavia township.
“ “  No. 9546, 8 acres, “ “ w

Thomas S. Foote, No. 9040, 63 acres, Indian Creek township.
Allen Latham, No. 13,331, 682 acres, Feb. 5, 1833, Batavia township.

It must not be understood that the lands in the foregoing
non-patented surveys are fatally defective in their titles, as
the government grant to Ohio for all unsurveyed and unsold
lands in the Virginia Military District does not include

those not carried into patents from loss of proper entries or .
on mere technical grounds, but covers the unsurveyed, un- -
sold, and all the tracts based on fraudulent surveys, of .
which none have to this date been discovered in this -
Besides, patents can be procured for the above-
mentioned lands under the act of 1878, which says that -

(.:ounty.

the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on the Conti-
nental establishment, their heirs or assigns, entitled to
bounty-lands, which have, on or before Jan. 1, 1852, been
entered between the Little Miami and Seioto Rivers, for
satisfying - the legal bounties to her officers and soldiers

aforesaid, shall be allowed three years from 1878 to make
and return their surveys for record to the office of the -

principal surveyor of the district, and may file their plats

and certificates, warrants, or certified copies of same, at the :

General Land-Office, and receive patents for the same.

RECORDED PATENTS.

The following is a list of the United States patents for

lands in this county, on record in the Recorder’s office, and

shows the name of the patentee, number of acres, date of

patent, name of the Presldenb issuing the same, and when sur-
veyed :

Anderson, R. C., 1000 acres, Oct. 9, 1804; surveyed Nov. 14, 1787;
Jefferson.

Armstrong, L., 400 acres, Nov. 1, 1837; surveyed Dec. 25, 1787 ; Van
Buren.

Bibb, R., 1000 acres, March 3, 1797; surveyed Oct. 12, 1793 Wash-
ington. :

Bourne, S.,170 acres, July 12, 1821; surveyed April 18, 1820 ; Monroe.
« 450 acres, June 1, 1822 ; surveyed April 14, 1821 ; Monroe.

Breckenridge, J., 46663 acres, May 14, 1802; surveyed March 27,
1794 ; Jefferson,

Biggs, Benjamin, Jr., 907 ncrea, May 2, 1801; surveyed Feb. 6, 1798

Jefferson..

6

10,244, 422 acres, Aug. 11, 1822,

Bayles, Henry, 1000 acres, Jan. 24, 1812; surveyed May 11, 1794;

Madison.

Broadwell, A., et al., 200 acres, May 2, 1854 ; surveyed June 27, 1794 ;
Pierce.

Catlett, John, 2000 acres, Nov. 2, 1801 ; surveyed April 18, 1788;
Jefferson.

Conn, Notley, 1000 acres, May 13, 1796; surveyed Jan. 6, 1788 ;
Washington.

Carneal and Lytle, 4500 acres, Dec. 2, 1802; surveyed Aug. 16, 1798 ;
Jefterson.

Carrington, J., 500 acres, June 28, 1805; snrveyed April 1, 1792; -
Jefferson.

Campbell, Wetal, 400 acres, Jan. 15, 1825; surveyed April 10, 1793'
Monroe.

De Benneville, D., 400 acres, March 28, 1799;
1798; John Adams.

De Benneville, D., 1500 acres, June 18, 1798 ; surveyed Nov. 25, 1796 ;
J. Adams. 3 )

De Benneville, D., 1000 acres, June 18, 1798 ; surveyed Nov. 26, 1796 ;
J. Adams.

De Benneville, D., 1000 acres, June 18, 1798 ; surveyed NO\ 26,1796 ;
J. Adams. )

Darby, N., 1444 acres, Feb. 5, 1804 ; surveyed Oct. 7, 1793; Jefferson.

Dyer, Samuel, 1000 acres, Aug. 4, 1801 ; surveyed Dec. 6, 1796; Jef-

surveyed - Aug. 1,

ferson.

Dandridge, R., 6663 acres, May 14, 1796 ; surveyed April 17, 1788;
Washington.

Darby, N., 633% acres, Sept. 7, 1799; surveyed June 16, 1194; J.
Adams.

Dickey, J., 35 acres, April 6, 1847 ; surveyed Dec. 4, 1837 ; Polk.
¢ 60 acres, Aug. 21, 1849 ; surveyed June 10, 1849 ; Taylor.
Dial, Shad., 100 acres, March 16, 1815; sarveyed Jan. 5, 1794; Madi-
son.
Eggleston, Joseph, 1000 acres, April 2, 1798 ; surveyed Jnn 2, 1798 ;
J. Adams.
Ely, George, 580 acres, July 2, 1812; surveyed Oct. 5, 1810 ; Madison.
Finley, Samuel, 400 acres, Dec. 13, 1811; surveyed May 26, 1798;

Madison.

Finley, Samuel, 1295 acres, Oct. 9, 1804; surveyed Ma,y 7, 1798;
Jefferson.

Finley, J., et al., 1000 acres, Feb. 18, 1800; 'surveyed Feb. 8, 1798;
J. Adams.

Fowler and Taylor, 765 acres, Sept. 28, 1830; surveyed Jan. 6, 1788 ;
Jackson.

Graham, John, 1525 acres, May 13, 1796; surveyed March 8, 1794 ;
Washington.

Gernon, R., 2000 acres, June 1, 1799; surveyed Oct. 10, 1793; J.
Adams.

Gray, John, 1000 acres, March 6, 1810 surveyed May 7, 1798 ; Madi-
son.

Gray, John, 311 acres, Feb. 19, 1814 ; surveyed April 13, 1809 ; Madi-
son.

Gray, John, 9 acres, Feb. 19, 1814; surveyed April 13, 1809 ; Madi-
son.

Gray, John, 95 acres, Aug. 24, 1815 ; surveyed May 8, 1801 ; Madison.
William Smith’s heirs, 6663 acres, Feb. 12, 1807 ; surveyed March 10,
1795 ; Jefferson.

Gordon, T., 1500 acres, Oct. 20, 1819 ; surveyed March 14, 1795
Monroe.

Higbee, Isanc, 413 acres, Oct. 14, 1818; surveyed Oct. 15, 1817;
Monroe.

Hodgdon, Samuel, 800 acres, Aug. 17, 1799 ; surveyed March 9, 1795 ;
J. Adams.
Humlong, G., et al., 533 acres, Nov. 4, 1821 ; surveyed Dec. 28, 1787 ;

Monroe.

Hopkins, John, 1000 acres, April 2, 1803 ; surveyed Feb. 2, 1788;
Jefferson.

Hopkins, John, 1000 acres, May 2, 1801, surveyed Feb. 7, 1788;
Jefferson.

Hamphries, D.C., 300 acres, Jan. 4, 1835 ; surveyed Teb: 17, 1818;
Jackson.

Howell, E., 800-acres, June 14, 1798; surveyed April 1, 1793; J.
Adams. ‘

Herron, James, 662§ acres, July 1, 1801; surveyed April 17, 1800;
Jefferson. ' .
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Hamilton, Alex., 400 acres, March 10, 1802; surveyed April 25, 1800;

Jefferson.

Hill, John, 138} acres, June 9, 1836; surveyed May 1, 1834; Jack-
son.

Jacobs, R. C., 4000 acres, Feb. 25, 1804; surveyed April 14, 1788;
Jefferson.

Johnson, James, 1249 acres, Sept. 9, 1799; surveyed Aug. 25, 1798;
J. Adams.

Johnson, James, 1000 acres, Sept. 9, 1799 ; surveyed Aug. 25, 1798 ;
J. Adams,

Jackson, J. H., 20 acres, Feb. 10, 1837 ; surveyed Oct. 31, 1835; Jack-
son.

Jones, Joseph, 1000 acres, Dec. 6, 1800 ; surveyed April 10, 1788;
Jefferson.

Jones, Joseph, 738 acres, Feb. 20, 1798; surveyed Oct. 12, 1793; J.
Adams,

Johnson, James, 10333 acres, Aug. 30, 1799 ; surveyed June 17, 1797;
J. Adams.
Kyle, Joseph, 200 acres, Aug. 14, 1805; surveyed April 8, 1799; Jef-

ferson.

Kirby, Timothy, 94 acres, June 1, 1833; surveyed June 22, 1832;
Jackson.

Lytle and Taylor, 860 acres, July 22, 1812; surveyed May 21, 1811;
Madison.

Lytle, Wm., 1000 acres, July 5, 1799 ; surveyed April 16, 1788; J.
Adams,

Lucas, N., 2045 acres, Oct. 14, 1801 ; surveyed May 25, 1788; Jeffer-
son.

Lytle, William, 200 acres, Aug. 3, 1820; surveyed Sept. 15, 1815;
Monroe.

Linton, William, 16663 acres, May 22, 1801 ; surveyed Oct. 20, 1792;
Jefferson.

Lytle, William, 100 acres, June 9, 1798 ; surveyed May 25, 1794; J.
Adams.

Massie, H., 1000 acres, April 19, 1809 ; surveyed Oct. 10, 1805 ; Mad-
ison.

Matthews, G. and C. L., 17773 acres, April 29, 1800; surveyed April
9,1788; J. Adams.

McDougal, J., 573% acres, Jan. 5, 1847; surveyed March 27, 1802;
Polk.

Neville, P., 1400 acres, April 3, 1811; surveyed Nov. 13, 1788; Madi-
son.

Nash, James, 100 acres, Dec. 29, 1815 ; surveyed May 7, 1807 ; Madi-
son.

O’Bannon, J., 1000 acres, Jan. 28, 1805; surveyed April 11, 1788;
Jefferson.

Paxton, Thomas, 1000 acres, March 13, 1799 ; surveyed May 28, 1788;
J. Adams,

Parker, A., 1300 acres, Feb. 20, 1798; surveyed Jan. 2, 178$; J.

Adams.

Robinson, S., 1110§ acres, March 26, 1806; surveyed May 27, 1788;
Jefferson. .

Sapp, John, 1000 acres, April 19, 1809; surveyed Oct. 10, 1805;
Madison.

Smith, Nick, 200 acres, Sept. 23, 1805; surveyed March 17, 1804;
Jefferson.

Springer, Levi, 600 acres, Feb. 27, 1824 ; surveyed April 2, 1820;
Monroe.

Selden Miles, 666§ acres, Oct. 29, 1804 ; surveyed May 2, 1794 ; Jef-
ferson.

Shields and Hill, 498 acres, Jun. 12, 1837 ; surveyed May 9, 1834;
Jackson. '

Sargent, ——, 6663 acres, Aug. 15, 1805 ; surveyed Dec. 27, 1787; J.
Adams.

Stephenson, D., 1200 acres, April 13, 1798; surveyed Jan. 7, 1788;
J. Adams.

Snider, Surah, 3 acres, Dec. 10, 1847 ; surveyed Feb. 23, 1847; Polk.

Townsley, Robert, 43 acres, May 3, 1816; surveyed Jan. 15, 1816 ;
Madison.

Townsley, Robert, 62 acres, May 3,
Madison.

Townsley, Robert, 85 acres, May 22, 1816; surveyed July 19, 1811;

. Madison.

Taylor, Francis, 1000 acres, March 27, 1800 ; surveyed April 1, 1788;

J. Adams.

1816; surveyed Jan. 14, 1816;

Todd, Robert, 400 acres, May 1, 1798; surveyed March 10, 1794; J.
Adams. *

Taylor, James, 150 acres, Dec. 31, 1830; surveyed April 9, 1808;
Jackson. :

Taylor, James, 87 acres, Feb. 24, 1835; surveyed Jan. 20, 1833;
Jackson.

Taylor and Lytle, 1000 acres, May 13, 1796 ; surveyed April 17, 1788;
Washington.

Taylor, James, Jr., 305 acres, July 20, 1837 ; surveyed June 13, 1834;
Van Buren.

Taylor, James, 200 acres, May 1, 1832; surveyed June 1, 1820 ; Jack-
son.

Tyler, Robert, 1333} acres, April 26, 1797; surveyed Oct. 6, 1793;
J. Adams.

Towles, Oliver, 1310 acres, Feb. 27, 1812; surveyed April 16, 1788;

Jefferson.

Taylor and Lytle, 300 acres, Feb. 24, 1835; surveyed Feb. 1, 1821;
Jackson.

Taylor, James, 2000 acres, June 18, 1805 ; surveyed March 18, 1804 ;
Jefferson.

Taylor, James, 200 acres, Dec. 14, 1807; surveyed March 17, 1804;

) Jefferson.

Warfield, W., 700 acres, July 16, 1798; surveyed May 30, 1794; J.
Adams.

Weaver, John, 682 acres, Aug. 1, 1833 ; surveyed Feb. 5, 1833 ; Jack-
son. :

Wilson, John, 6% acres, June 9, 1836 ; surveyed May 23, 1834 ; Jack-
son.

Washington, G. F., 1000 acres, Feb. 3, 1814 ; surveyed Jan. 5, 1788;
Madison.

Wallace, C., 200 acres, July 3, 1824 ; surveyed Jan. 11, 1824 ; Monroe.

Withar, M., 1000 acres, Nov. 28, 1803 ; surveyed April 8, 1788; Jef-
ferson,

Wood and Armstrong, 100 acres, Feb. 5, 1837; surveyed Deec. 25,
1788; Van Buren.

Young, G, F., 500 acres, June 5, 1820 ; surveyed Oct. 24, 1817 ; Monroe.

Thus, out of five hundred and twelve surveys in the
county, there are but one hundred and one patents recorded,
—in other words, but one in every five of the surveys.

SURVEYS OF THE COUNTY.

Their originel proprietors, numbers, quantity of acres, and in what
townships located.

Anderson, Richard C., No. 391, 1000 acres, Washington township.
Armstrong, John, No. 1651, 634 acres, Franklin township.
Allison, Richard, No. 1730, 434 acres, « ¢
Anderson, Richard C., No. 1177, 454 acres, Pierce township.
Allison, Richard, No. 1773, 441 acres, Stonelick township.
Aldridge, John, No. 3878, 100 acres, Union township.
Anderson, Richard C., No. 2385, 560 acres, Goshen township.
No, 3512, 125 acres, Franklin township.,
No. 85183, 1000 acres, Tate township.
No. 3066, 200 acres, Franklin township.
No. 3551, 1700 acres, Tate township.
Robert Beale, No. 847, 1000 acres, Ohio township.

Bowyer, Henry, No. 1067, 657 acres, Franklin township.
Bryan, Morgan, No. 1724, 200 acres, “ “

Butler, Lawrence, No. 415, 1000 acres, Monroe township.
Buckner, Thomas, No, 1087, 1000 acres, Washington township.
Baylor, Robert, No. 511, 1000 acres, Pierce township,
Bradsbaw, John, No. 1772, 1159 ac¢res, Union township.
Burton, John, No. 761, 1333} acres, Washington township.
Biggs, Benjamin, No. 1005, 907 acres, Monroe township.
Browne, Thomas, No. 723, 1000 acres, Washington township.

- Broughton, William, No. 2193, 400 acres, Goshen township.

Brownlee, William, No. 725, 1000 acres, Washington township.
Branham and Humphrey, No. 8777, 300 acres, Goshen township.
Britain, Mary, No. 2571, 200 acres, : ¢ “
Baldwin, Francis, No. 2570, 233} acres, Miami township.

Binns, John and Charles, No. 1499, 1500 acres, Goshen township.
Bowman, Abraham, No, 7088, 860 acres, Washington township.
Boyer, Armet E., No. 15,526, 5 acres, Goshen township.

Brush and Hill, No, 13,645, 19 acres, Pierce township,
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Barrett, William, No. 710, 1000 acres, Goshen township.
Breckenridge, John, No. 2373, 4000 acres, Tate township.
Butler, Lawrence, No. 1199, 1000 acres, Monroe township.

¢ “ No. 1199, 880 acres, “ “
Beasley, Benjamin, No. 9446, 356 acres, Pierce township.
Bourne, Sylvannus, No. 10,639, 450 acres, Jackson township.
Boyce, William, No. 9550, 18 acres, Stonelick township.
Eowman, Abraham, Nos. 4455, 5957, 7090, 500 acres, Union town-

ship.

Bowman, Abraham, No. 7091, 485} acres, Goshen township.

“ “ No. 7093, 200 acres, “ “
No. 9386, 125 acres, Jackson township.
Bayles, Henry, No. 1616, 1000 acres, Washington township.
Brown, Robert, No. 706, 100 acres, Union township.
Butler, Lawrence, No. 5258, 120 acres, Jackson township.

“ “ No. 1357, 240 acres, Washington tOWDShlP
Craddock, Robert, No. 892, 964 acres, «“
Carter, Nicholas, No. 1285, 400 acres, Franklin township.
Clark, Jonathan, No. 972, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Clay, Mathew, No. 674, 662 acres, Union township.
Catlett, John, No. 506, 2000 acres, Pierce township.
Cariington, Joseph, No. 631, 500 acres, Miami township.
Call, Richard, No. 524, 1000 acres, Goshen township.
Clay, John, No. 2954, 500 acres, Tate township.
Chambers, William, No. 2947, 200 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Canmpbell, John, No, 866, 200 acres, Washington township.
Carrington, Edward, No, 2434, 1100 acres, Union township.
Cabell, Samuel J., No. 5229, 1833% acres, Wayne township.
Cabell, Taylor, et al., No, 12,079, 19803 acres, Wayne township.
Currie, James, Nos, 3339, 3340, 14663 acres, Wayne township.
Collins, William, No. 9608, 200 acres, Ohio township.
Clayton, Philip, No. 581, 9663 acres, Batavia township.
Campbell, Robert, No. 2196, 400 acres, Goshen township.
Campbell, John, No. 866, 200 acres, Washington township.
Casey, Peter, No. 572, 700 acres, Tate township.
Coleman, Samuel, No. 2432, 100 acres, Goshen township.

“ “ No. 2194, 444} acres, Williamsburgh township.

Crawford, John, No. 1160, 525 acres, Ohio township.
Croghan, William, No. 1794, 250 acres, Batavia township.
Currie, James, No. 3338, 733} acres, Wayne township.
Dandridge, John, No. 437, 1000 acres, Ohio township.
Davies and 0’Bannon, No. 1646, 1000 acres, Franklin township.

“ “ No. 1647, 1000 acres, “ ¢
Davies, William, No. 514, 1000 acres, Pierce township.
Dix, Thomas, No. 992, 1000 acres, Miami township.
De Benneville, Daniel, No. 2957, 500 acres, Jackson township.

“ “ No. 5251, 100 acres, Batavia township.
Denny, Aaron, No. 1652, 500 acres, Stonelick township.
Dandridge, Robert, No. 593, 6663 acres, Batavia township.

De Benneville, Daniel, No. 2810, 1500 acres, Williamsburgh township.

« ¢  No. 2811, 1000 acres, “« “
No. 281, 1000 acres, “ “
Dimmitt, Moses, No. 9126, 18 acres, Stonelick township.

Dudley, Ambrose, No. 2952, 7733 acres, Tate township.
De Benneville, Daniel, No. 2810, 2000 acres, Williamsburgh town-
ship.
Dimmitt, Ezekiel, No. 13,536, 11 acres, Batavia township.
Dimmitt, John, No. 14,516, 6 acres, Franklin township.
Donnell, John, No. 4442, 6663 acres, Stonelick township.
Donnell, Jonathan, No. 4444, 200 acres, Stonelick township.
Dimmitt, John, Nos. 14,518, 14,533, 128 acres, Franklin township.
Dandridge, Robert, No. 564, 535 acres, Tate townshxp.
“ “  No. 564, 465 acres, “

Davis, Jesse, Nos. 7105, 10,420, 13,934, 220 acres, Stonelick township.
Darby, Nathaniel, No. 2058, 1033} acres, Union township.

“ “ No. 2058, 633% acres, « ¢
Dandridge, Robert, No. 564, 535 acres, Tate township.
Darby, Nathaniel, No. 2057, 1444 acres, Batavia township.
Eggleston, Joseph, No, 1197, 1000 acres, Monroe township.
Edwards, Leroy, No. 720, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Epple, Andrew, No. 764, 1000 acres, Wayne township.
Eddings, Samuel, No. 1366, 1000 acres, Pierce township.
Fowler, William, No. 261, 765 acres, Pierce township.
Finley, Samuel, No. 1763, 400 acres, «
Florence; Daniel, No. 1318, 1100 acres, Washington township.
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Fox, Thomas, and Taylor, Nos. 3805, 4235, 6663 acres, Stonelick town-
ship.

Fenn, Thomas, No. 3341, 1663 acres, Wayne township.

Finley, Samuel, No, 526, 856 acres, Stonelick township.

“ “« No. 526, 144 acres, Batavia township.
Glbbon, Robert, No. 493, 1000 acres, *¢ “

Griffin, John T., No. 590, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Gunner, James, No. 3878, 100 acres, Union township.
Gray, James, No, 1242, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
“ ¢  No. 1116, 984 acres, “ “
Griffin, John T., No. 519, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Gerrard, Joseph, No. 2376, 300 acres, Goshen township.
Graham, Francis, No. 2405, 850 acres, Stonelick township.
“ “  No. 3624, 150 acres, Goshen township.
Gregory, Walter, No. 4463, 200 acres, Jackson township.
¢ No. 4465, 100 ncres, “ “
Grigg, Matthew, No. 12,080, 41 acres, Stonelick township.
Gimbo, William, No. 4457, 200 acres, Batavia township.
Garrett, John, No. 1966, 20 acres, Miami township.
“ ¢ No. 3832, 57 acres, “
No. 4825, 23 acres, .
Graham, Felix Y., No. 9385, 500 acres, Wayne township,
Gist, Nathaniel, No. 964, 583} acres, Tate township.
Gordon, Ambrose, No. 969, 1500 acres, Jackson township.
“ “ No. 2528, 166% acres, Williamsburgh township.
Graham, John, No. 3552, 100 acres, Washington township.
“ ¢ No. 2745, 189 acres, Union township.
Green, John, No, 4919, 500 acres, Pierce township.

“ “  No. 5297, 250 acres, Tate township.

Green, William, No. 274, 666 acres, Monroe township.
Gist, Nathaniel, No. 7747, 847% acres, Tate township.

o “ No. 4454, 750 acres, ¢ #

Hackley, John, No. 905, 666% acres, Franklin township.
Hamilton, John, No. 866, 400 acres, Wa«hmgton township.
Holt, Thomas, No. 973, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Higgins, Peter, No. 958, 910 acres, “ “«’

Hardin, John, No. 2399, 200 acres, Union township.
Harrison, John, No. 1543, 515 acres, Monroe township.

“ ¢ No. 1543, 545 acres, “ “
Hackley, John, No. 1089, 100 acres, Stonelick township.
Humphreys and Brashaw, No. 3777, 300 acres, Goshen township.
Hill and Brush, No. 13,645, 19 acres, Pierce township.
Hardin, John, No. 1935, 250 acres, Union townébip.
Hardin, Martin, No. 1988, 250 acres, Batavia township.
Hill, John, No. 13,533, 6% acres, Williamsburgh township.
Hill, Baylor, No. 946, 283 acres, Tate township.
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Hackley, John, No. 1089, 143 acres, Stonelick township.
Hawkins, John, No. 2955, 205 acres, Tate towﬁship.

Hill, John, No. 13,534, 21 acres, Union township.

“ “ No. 13,535, 11 acres, Jackson township.
Hawkins, Martin, No. 2950, 1100 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Heth, William, No. 3407, 133} acres, Batavia township.
Higgins, John, No. 3776, 200 acres, Goshen township.

Hite and Taylor, No. 6222, 300 acres, Monroe township.
Hawles, Samuel, No. 2800, 280 acres, Miami township.
Herron, James, No. 3814, 6667 acres, Stonelick township.
Harvie, John, No. 3345, 833} acres, Williamsburgh township.
“ “  No. 3621, 560 acres, Miami township.
Harvie and Fenn, No. 3337, 4500 acres, Wayna township.
Harvie, John, « “ “ “
Hubbard, Green K., No. 6152, 100 acres, Miami township.
Humphreys, Alexander, No. 2946, 100 acres, Willinmsburgh township.
Hill and Bryan, No. 13,758, 24 acres, Stonelick township.
Hammell, Enoch, No. 15,247, 20 acres, Goshen township.
Hinde, Thomas S., No. 9031, 1159 acres, Union township.
Howell, Ezekiel, No. 1767, 800 acres, Miami township.
Hogg and Davis, Nos. 10,420, 7105, 234 acres, Stonelick township.
Harvie, John, No. 3343, 2000 acres, Williamsburgh townshxp
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“ “  No. 3344, 1000 acres, «
Innis, James, No. 1725, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
“© “° NO. 1655’ &“@ “ 13
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“ “  No. 1668, 1041 acres, “ “

No. 1726, 1000 acres, Tate township.
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Irwine, John, Jr., No. 4445, 200 acres, Jackson township.
Jackson, David, No. 1539, 333 acres, Ohio township.

Jones, Cadwalder, No. 976, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Johnson, John B., No. 981, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Jones, Joseph, No. 991, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Jones, Churchill, No. 1134, 1000 acres, Union township.
Johnston, William, No. 1774, 1000 acres, Batavia township.

‘tl [ No. ]765, [ 113 {3

“ “ No. 1209, 10663 acres, Jackson township.
Johnson, John W., No. 2384, 300 acres, Goshen township.
Jonitt, Robert, No. 1517, 215 acres, Ohio township.
Johnson, John B., No. 937, 1000 acres, Monroe township.
Jones, Joseph, No. 934, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
Johnson, James, No. 332Y, 12493 acres, Batavia township.
Jones, Cadwalder, No. 714, 1525 acres, Washington township.
Johnson, James, No. 5252, 682 acres, Batavia township.

“ ¢ No. 3329, 1417 acres, Jackson township.
Jones, Joseph, No. 948, 1000 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Jones, Shotha, No. 566, 1000 acres, Tate township.

Jones, Albridgeton, No. 9450, 2912 acres, Jackson township.
“ “ No. 10,774, 107 acres, ¢ “
Karr, James, No. 4784, 200 acres, Jackson township.
Kerr, Joseph, No. 4845, 243 acres, Batavia township.
" King, Miles, No. 9375, 71% acres, Tate township.
Kendriek, E. P., No. 13,841, 50 acres, Washington township.
Knox, James, No. 4795, 888% acres, Pierce township.
“ ¢ No. 366, 2000 acres, Tate township.
No. 2737,1300 acres, * “
Kirby, Timothy, No. 13,197, 94 acres, Jackson township.
Keith, Isham, No. 1701, 944 acres, Batavia township.
King, Elisha, Nos. 1545, 2195, 400 acres, Miami township.
Kirk, Robert, No. 735, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
Lytle and Tibbs, No. 5962, 45 acres, Goshen township.
Lytle, William, No. 5254, 100 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Lewis, George, No., 1769, 200 acres, Monroe township.
Lucas, Nathaniel, No. 1753, 2045 acres, Pierce township.
¢« “« No. 1753, 1000 acres, “
Lytle, William, No. 4781, 50 acres, Williamsburgh towunship.
“ “  No. 4801, 16% acres, Jackson township.
No. 2377, 500 acres, Goshen township,
No. 4248, 1500 acres, Miami township.
No. 4780, 621 acres, Jackson township.
No. 4782, 6663 acres, ¢ “
Lytle and Taylor, No. 4783, 666% acres, Stonelick township.
Lytle, William, No. 7363, 200 acres, Goshen township.
Lytle and Porter, No. 8289, 344 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Lee, George S., No. 13,347, 15 acres, Franklin township.
Lytle, William, No. 3333, 629% acres, Williamsburgh townshlp
“ “ No. 4247, 666% acres, “
No. 4440, 1500 acres, Stonelick township.
No. 4249, 500 acres, Williamsburgh township.
No. 4441, 300 acres, Stonelick township. |
No. 4458, 675 acres, Monroe township.
No. 4250, 307 acres, Jackson township.
No. 2939, 1000 acres, Tate township.
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Lytle and Stephenson, Nos. 2286, 2948, 356 acres, Miami township.

Lytle and Porter, No. 8289, 344 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Lytle, William, No. 2942, 1000 acres, “ [

“ « No. 2949, 525 acres, Tate township.
No. 3331, 500 acres, Jackson township.
No. 3332, 500 acres, Miami township. f
Ladd, Benjamin, et al., No. 10,232, 170 acres, Stonelick township,
Lawson, William, No. 957, 1000 acres, Jackson township.
Light, George C., No. 8909, 228 acres, Union township.
Lee, Charles, No. 3335, 300 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Linton, John, No. 681, 1666% acres, Stonelick township.
Lytle, William, No. 2019, 500 acres, Miami township.

“ “ No. 2190, 200 acres, Goshen township,
nght, George C., No. 8905, 20 acres, Ohio township.

“ No. 8904, 8 acres, Batavia township.

“ “ No. 8907, 15 acres, Ohio township.
* No. 11,033, 200 acres, Ohio township.
Lmdsey, Joseph, No. 3623, 200 ncres, Miami township.
Latham, Allen, No. 13,361, 682 acres, Batavia township.
Lytle, William, No. 3048, 200 acres, Williamsburgh township.
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Lytle, William, No. 4464, 200 acres, Stonelick township.
McDougal, John, No. 1684, 573% acres, Washington townshlp

¢« ‘“  No. 1683, 510 acres, “

“ “ No. 1683, 6663 acres, “ “
Mosley, Benjamin, No. 1102, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
Miller, Jarvin, No. 1080, 1000 acres, “ “
Mathews, George, No. 1138, 17773 acres, Union township.
Mosley, William, No. 1115, 1000 acres, “ “

MecDowell, John, No. 1480, 666% acres, Miami township.
Morrow, Robert, No. 666, 1000 acres, Union township.
Merriwether, James, No. 1136, 1000 acres, Union township.
MecCraw, Samuel, No. 1760, 1064 acres, Monroe township.
Massina and Lytle, No. 5248, 100 acres, Batavia township.
McCraw, Samuel, No. 1761, 734 acres, Monroe township.
MecDougal, John, No. 1767, 6663 acres, ¢ “

Massie, Henry, No. 10,712, 21 acres, Miami township.
McKinnie, James, No. 13,537, 152} acres, Stonelick township.
Mosley, Benjamin, No. 1102, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
Minnis, Holman, No. 1032, 1000 acres, Wayne township.
Massie, Thomas P., No. 3776, 150 acres, Goshen township.
Mountjoy, John, No. 4448, 2000 acres, Jackson township.

“ “  No. 5582, 300 acres, Tate township.

Mosley, William, No. 1499, 11663 acres, Jackson township.
Mosley and Robinson, No. 5993, 111} acres, Miami township.
Mosley, William, No. 8976, 66 acres, Union township.
Maybone, James, No. 998, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
Martin, Thomas, No. 6878, 500 acres, « “
Mosley, William, Nos. 6194, 7120, 7121, 180 acres, Batavia township.
McDowell, John, No. 706, 200 acres, Union township.
Morrison, James, No. 2040, 1250 acres, Tate township.
Morrow, Robert, No. 666, 1000 acres, Union township.
Massie, Henry, No. 4862, 977 acres, « “
Mosley, William, No. 5995, 320 acres, Miami township.

“ “ No. 7197, 17 acres, Batavia township.
No. 10,159, 8 acres, “
No. 6530, 108% acres, Stonelick township.
McCardell, James, No. 2283, 100 acres, Goshen township.
McGeorge, Cormick, No. 10,495, 250 acres, Batavia township.
Mayo, Peter P., Nos. 12,304, 12,406, 200 acres, Jackson township.
Mitchell, James, No. 4401, 100 acres, Batavia township.
MecDougal, John, No. 4400, 437 acres, Washington township.
Minzies, Samuel P., No. 3799, 816 acres, Goshen township.
Morrison, James, No. 4800, 100 acres, Jackson township.
Massie, Henry, No. 4841, 200 acres, Union township.
Miller, T. B. and L. J., No. 12,495, 4504 acres, Pierce townslnp
Morrison and Donnel, No. 3775, 5163 acres, Goshen township.
Morrison, James, No. 2940, 1250 acres, Tate township.
Mosley, William, No. 9545, 5 acres, Batavia township.
No. 9546, 8 acres, “ “
Moss, Henry, No. 726, 1000 acres, Tate township.
Mountjoy, John, Nos. 4236, 4447, 2000 acres, Stonelick township.
Morgan, Daniel, No. 659, 2222 acres, Washington township.
Mosley, William, No. 949, 1333} acres, Jackson township.
Mayo, Peter P., No. 12,408, 100 acres, Franklin township.
Mecade, Richard K., No. 1665, 1000 acres, Franklin township.

“ “ No. 1663, 1000 acres, “« “
Neville, John, No. 388, 1400 acres, Washington township.
Nancarrow, John, No. 1747, 822 acres, Pierce township.

“ “  No. 1748, 230 acres, Miami township.

“ ¢ No. 1748, 1000 acres, Pierce township.
Norvell, Lipscomb, No. 765, 1333% acres, Washington township.
Nancarrow, John, No. 9444, 300 acres, Tate township.

Nall, Martin, No. 2194, 300 acres, Miami township.
Neville, John, No. 4848, 10603 acres, Miami township.
“ “  No. 4847, 839 acres, Franklin township.
Nall, William, No. 2192, 1100 acres, Miami and Goshen townships.
Nelson, William, No. 3825, 690 acres, Stonelick township.
Overton, Thomas, No. 949, 260 acres, Batavia township.
0’Neal, Ferdinand, No. 913, 1000 acres, Monroe township.
Overton, John, No. 987, 890 acres, Stonelick township.
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“ “  No. 987, 514 acres, ¢ “ o
“ “  No. 987, 376 acres, “ “
O’Bannon and Davies, No. 1646, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
“ o “  No. 1647, 1000 acres, “ “

Overton, Thomas, No. 2436, 1000 acres, Butavia township. *
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O’Neal, Ferdinand, No. 655, 992 acres, Pierce township.
Overton, Thomas, No. 502, 700 acres, Miami township.
¢ ¢ No. 2497, 765 acres, Monroe township.
O’Bannon, John, No. 2378, 480 acres, Franklin township.
“ “  No. 2379, 590 acres, « L«
No. 2721, 290 acres, Union township.
No. 2961, 672 acres, Franklin township.
No. 4031, 388% acres, Batavia township.
Parker, Alexander, No. 834, 700 acres, Washington township.
“ “ No. 646, 1300 acres, Monroe township.
No. 508, 400 acres, Franklin township.
Powell, Robert, No. 430, 1000 acres, Miami township.
Parker, John, No. 2588, 50 acres, Jackson township.
Picree, William, No. 9532, 550 acres, Goshen township.
Parker, Alexander, No. 834, 700 acres, Washington township.
Payton, James, No. 706, 95 acres, Union township.
Patterson, Charles, No. 2937, 820 acres, Tate township.
Parsons, William, No. 585, 1000 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Pasky, Frederick, No. 910, 800 acres, “ “
Peyton, Francis, No. 3856, 600 acres, Union township.
Pierson, Thomas, No, 928, 1333} acres, Tate township.
Pelham, Charles, No. 6551, 200 acres, Miami township.
Preston, John, No, 9802, 200 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Parker, Alexander, No. 834, 700 acres, Washington township.
Payne, John, No. 4446, 200 acres, Jackson township.
Porter, William, No. 8290, 444 acres, Tate township.
Peyton, Timothy, No. 954, 1000 acres, Jackson township.
Patterson, Charles, No. 2936, 1000 acres, Tate township,
Quarles, Nathaniel, No. 4240, 200 acres, Stonelick township.
Roy, Beverly, No. 1064, 1000 acres, Washington township.
“ “ No. 1064, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
Rhea, Matthew, No, 2951, 884% acres, Tate township.
Ridley, Thomas, No. 3406, 1665 acres, Batavia township.
Richardson, W. and G., No. 768, 1000 acres, Tate township.
Robertson, James, No. 851, 200 acres, Washington township.
Robertson, George, No. 851, 75 acres, é¢ ¢«
Ryley, John, No. 851, 200 acres, Washington township.
Robinson, W. H., No. 13,606, 4% acres, Union township.
Roy, Beverly, No. 939, 1500 acres, Tate township.
« “ No. 3778, 325 acres, “- ¢«
Robertson, William, No. 639, 6663 acres, Williamshurgh township.
Roy, Beverly, No. 4460, 175 acres, Tate township.
Smith, William, No. 866, 400 acres, Washington township.
Stephenson, David, No. 722, 1200 acres, Ohio township.
Starke, Lewis, No. 1349, 6663 acres, Monroe township.
Stevens, Edward, Nos. 1671, 1672, 1673, 2262 acres, Union township.
“ “ No. 1669, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
No. 1670, 1000 acres, “ “
Nos. 1675, 1676, 1677, 1900 acres, Stonelick town-
. ship.
Stevens, Edward, No. 3877, 123 acres, Batavia township.
Simpson, Edward, No. 1770, 200 acres, Miami township.
Straws, George F., No. 2038, 1100 acres, Tate township.
Scott, Joseph, No. 586, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
Snider, Sarah, No. 15,171, 3 acres, Goshen township.
Shields, Thomas L., No. 13,530, 5% acres, Batavia township.
“ “ “ No. 13,532, 4% ncres, “
Smith, James, No. 3776, 200 acres, Goshen township.
Stewart and Taylor, No. 13,388, 53 acres, Jackson township.
“« “ No. 13,389, 30} acres, ¢ “
Shackleford, Samuel, No. 2404, 100 acres, Goshen township.
Smith, William 8., No. 950, 6663 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Sneed, Smith, No. 2066, 1500 acres, Franklin township.
‘Starke, Lewis, No. 715, 450 acres, Miami township.
Stiers, Ralph, No. 13,904, 25 acres, Franklin township.
¢ “  No. 13,905, 10 acres, “ “

Stewart, James, No. 14,532, 6 acres, Washington township.
Shields, Thomas L., No. 14,523, 138% acres, Jackson township.
“ “ “ No. 13,524, 498 acres, ¢ T

Smith, Nicholas, No. 4457, 200 acres, Stonelick township.
Standard and Johnson, No. 4241, 200 acres, Jackson township.
Stephenson and Lytle, No. 2948, 390 acres, Monroe township.
Smock, Jacob, No. 851, 156 acres, Washington township.
Seldon, Samuel, No. 676, 666% acres, Union township.

Sewell, William, No. 3206, 300 acres, Tate township.
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Singleton, Anthony, No. 4402, 86% acres, Batavia township.
Stephenson, David, No. 630, 1110 acres, Franklin township.
Starke, Richard, No. 10,851, 281} acres, Goshen township.
Talliaferro, William, No. 1066, 533 acres, Franklin township.
Taylor, James, No, 4244, 100 acres, Stonelick township.

“ “  No. 5960, 400 acres, Goshen township.

“  Francis, No. 1654, 1000 acres, Franklin township.

“ «  No. 1657, 1000 nores, «
“ ¢ No. 1658, 1000 acres, “
“  Reuben, No. 1652, 1000 acres, “ “
o «  No. 1653, 1000 acres, “ “«

“ William, No. 637, 1000 acres, Union township.
Thomas, Lewis, No. 1762, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
Towles, Oliver, No. 1239, 1310 acres, Tate township.

“ “  No. 1239, 1000 acres, Monroe township.
Todd, Robert, No. 1017, 11103 acres, Miami township.
Tibbs and Lytle, No. 6952, 45 acres, Goshen township..
Taylor, James, No, 5958, 300 acres, Batavia township.

“ “ No. 5959, 800 acres, Goshen township.
Tibbs, William, No. 5256, 80 acres, Batavia township.
Trent, Lawrence, No. 728, 1000 acres, Washington township.
Thomas, Lewis, No. 4455, 200 acres, Batavia township.

¢ ¢ No. 4455, 20 acres, “ LN
“« “  No. 6219, 311 acres, Monroe township.
“ ¢  No. 1989, 98 acres, “« o
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No. 1989, 235 acres, Batavia township.
Taylor, James, No. 15,435, 5 acres, Jackson township.
“ ¢ No. 7092, 500 acres, Goshen township.
Taylor, Francis, No. 3050, 333% acres, Wayne township.
Taylor, Morrow, et al., No. 4449, 2115} acres, Stonelick township.
Taylor, James, No. 13,368, 28 acres, Batavia township.

“ “ No. 13,364, 109 acres, * £
“ “  No. 13,363, 20 scres, ¢ =«
“ ¢ No. 7103, 2 acres, ¢ ¢
“ “  No. 4450, 500 acres, Stonelick township.
“ “  No. 4791, 666% acres, Jackson township.
“ ¢ No. 15,745, 60 acres, « €«

No. 3776, 150 acres, Goshen township.

Taylor and Hité, No. 6222, 300 acres, Monroe township.

Taylor and Stewart, No. 13,388, 53 acres, Jackson township.
“ «  No. 13,389, 30} acres, ¢ “

Taylor, James, No. 13,938, 35 acres, Jackson township.

Todd, Robert, No. 1550, 400 acres, Miami township.

Taylor, James, No. 13,367, 87 acres, Jackson township.

“« ¢  No. 13,366, 66 acres, “ “
“ ¢ No. 15,837, 40 acres, “ “
& ¢ No. 13,369, 30 acres, “ €

Taylor, Francis, No. 4243, 188% acres, Pierce township.
Taylor, William, No. 4237, 889 acres, Stonelick township.
Temple, Benjamin, No. 4802, 200 acres, Batavia township.
Taylor, James; No. 12,464, 24 acres, Goshen township.
Tibbs, John, No. 4252, 1000 acres, Jackson township.
Temple, Benjamin, No. 4459, 1000 acres, Batavia township.
Townsley, Robert, No. 6948, 42 acres, Batavia township.

“« “ No. 7106, 43 acres, “ “
No. 6949, 35 acres, “« “
Thomas, Lewis, No. 5259, 365 acres, Jackson township.
Taylor, James, Jr., No. 5259, 305 acres, Jackson township.
Towles and Taylor, No. 3803, 1000 acres, Wayne township.
Taylor, James, No. 3804, 666 ncres, Goshen township.
Taylor, Cabell, et al., No. 12,079, 19803 acres, Wayne township.
Taylor, Lytle, et al., No. 3790, 17663 acres, Goshen township.
Taylor, James, Jr., No. 13,644, 20 acres, Goshen township.
Taylor and Kirk, No. 9385, 220 acres, Wayne township.
Taylor, Martins, et al., No. 5580, 350 acres, Ohio township.
Taylor, Franeis, No. 1659, 1000 acres, Franklin township.
Vance, Andrew, No. 2406, 200 acres, Goshen township.
Voden, Henry, No. 2374, 100 acres, Goshen township.

“« “

Vowles, Henry, No. 3800, 16663 acres, “
“ “  No. 3801, 1000 acres, “
Vanderwall, Mark, No. 966, 6663 acres, «

Vansant and Meigs, No. 9383, 250 acres, Goshen township.
Washington, George, No, 403, 1000 acres, Pierce township.

“ “ No. 1650, 839 acres, Franklin township.
No. 1765, 1235 acres, Miami township.
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Washington, George, No. 1775, 977 acres, Union township.
Winlock, Joseph, No. 1771, 1295 acres, Union township.
No. 1771, 1295 acres, “
Waters, Richard J., No. 921, 1000 acres, Ohiov township.
White, John, No. 597, 6663 acres, Miami township.
Woodford, John, No. 1156, 2475 acres, Monroe township.
Whiting, Henry, No. 561, 1000 acres, Tate township.
Wallace, C., and others, No. 10,090, 375% acres, Jackson township.
Walden, George, No. 4452, 100 acres, Jackson township.
Wallace, W. B., No. 955, 1000 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Wallace and Young, No. 8171, 598 acres, Jackson township.
Wright and Starke, No. 10,244, 281} acres, Goshen township.
Watts, John, No. 4553, 4447 acres, Batavia township.
Wilcox and Lytle, No. 12,232, 100 acres, Goshen township.
Watts, John, No. 12,483, 128 acres, Batavia township.

“ “  No. 5253, 222 acres, “ “
Waters, Richard J., No. 926, 2000 acres, Tate township.
Whitaker, William, No. 705, 6668 acres, Williamsburgh township.
Watts, John, No. 3780, 620 acres, Tate township.
Watts and Smith, No. 3781, 6663 acres, Tate township.
Yancy and Wallace, No. 8171, 598 acres, Jackson township.
Yancy and Layton, No. 8171, 83} acres, “ “
Young, Original, No. 2055, 60Q acres, Stonelick township.
Zimmerman, William, No. 910, 200 acres, Williamsburgh township.

““ "

Many of the above surveys lie in two townships, but
the township is given in which the largest portion is io-
cated, and several are partly in this county and partly in
Brown, Hamilton, Warren, and Clinton Counties.

The early settlers, in their haste to enter and locate lands
and reclaim from the woods the fertile acres they had
bought and make comfortable homes for their families, were
often careless about their titles, and frequently suffered
gross imposition. The records and tradition speak of
many who had to pay twice for their possessions, others
who had to give again half of the original price paid by
them years before, and some who lost their lands entirely
and were compelled to leave their farms, already partly
cleared and on the swift road to improvement and cultiva-
tion. Oliver Towles’ survey, No. 1239, of one thousand
acres, lying on Pond Run, or Cross Creek, and situate in
Tate and Monroe townships, was surveyed by John O'Ban-
non, April 17, 1788, on military warrant No. 855, and
patented to Oliver Towles, Jr., Feb. 27, 1802, by Presi-
dent Jefferson. Under some color of title, William Lytle
claimed this tract, one of the finest bodies of choice land
in the county, and sold it to the following parties.for. the
prices subjoined and in the years indicated :

Year. Purchasers. Acres. Price.
1808, George Brown......c.cecveeeovvearnes 1573 $315
1810. Joseph Dole.... wee 80 200
1809. Jacob Fisher......... . 100 250
1807. George Meal...... e 100 300
1812. John Reeves.... oo 1961 389.50
. 1809. Henry Fisher.. oo 100 200
1812, Abel Morgan..... . wer 1154 347
1811. William Huling..... vees 100 300
1810. John Bunnel....... cereessennerenannas 105 300

Bunnel sold his tract to John Monroe, and that of Wil-
liam Huling was conveyed to Samuel Huling, and the two,
with the other original seven buyers above, lost every acre
they had bought with their silver dollars by Lytle’s want of
title. It turned out that on Dec. 2, 1810, Oliver Towles,
Jr., the patentee of this land, had leased and demised the
whole survey fora term of fifty years to one Richard Smith,
who on Feb. 25, 1813, filed his declaration in the Common
Pleas Court for an ejectment of_George Brown from the
one hundred and fifty-seven and one-half acre piece, and at

the trial before a jury at the July term, Brown gained
the case; but at the May term of 1814 of the Supreme
Court of the county the verdict and judgment below was
reversed, and Brown ejected from the premises he had-
bouglit six years previous with his hard earnings, and he
had to go to another part of the county and begin life
anew.

At the June term, 1820, of the Supreme Court, the
verdicts of juries in the Common Pleas courts in favor
of Joseph Dole, Jacob Fisher, George Meal, John Reeves,
Heury Fisher, Abel Morgan, Samuel Huling, and John
Monroe were all reversed, and the titles of the broad
acres they had years before obtained from Lytle were
found to vest in Richard Smith, the lessee of Towles.
These men lost their land, and had saddled on them big
costs and lawyers' fees to pay. The court appointed a

_commission of John Shaw, Shadrach Lane, and Robert

Donham to go upon the lands to value all lasting and valu-
able improvements made thereon by the occupants prior to
their having had actual notice of the claim of Towles or
his lessee, and to view and assess all damages occasioned by
waste, and deduct the same from the value of said improve-
ments; also to value the said land in its natural state, and
also to assess and liquidate the rents and profits arising
from the occupancy of said lands by said occupants prior
to the bringing of this suit. The upshot was, most of
these men, who had been deceived and turned out of their
half-improved farms by the law’s stern edicts, went else-
where in the county and started again on new lands, and
had to work the harder for long years, and their families
had to endure new privations to make up for the time and
treasures lost in bad titles.

Another sad investment to the pioneers was pari of
Richard J. Waters survey, No. 921, in Ohio and Monroe
townships, which O’Bannon had surveyed for said Waters,
assignee of Henry Banks, on Feb. 5, 1788, and, like the
ill-fated Towles tract, it was also on Pond Run or Cross
Creek. Waters had failed to carry his entry and survey
into a patent, and about the year 1805 one Samuel Grimes
sold five hundred acres of this survey to John Barrett, but

. how, when, or where Grimes got his title the records are

silent. Here, again, was mischief to the hardy pioneers
coming with their wives and little ones to open up the
wilderness to improvement and civilization, and then, when
their homestead places became improved and their sur-
roundings pleasant, to have their titles upset and a new
journey began.

In 1807, Barrett sold to David White one hundred acres
at two hundred dollars, and to Edmund and Caleb Lindsey
one hundred and ninety-nine acres at three hundred and
seventy dollars, and to Thomas Flinn one hundred acres
at three hundred dollars, who, three years later, conveyed it
to Joshua Porter. The facts were, this four hundred acres

" had never been sold by the Waters heirs, and Grimes and

Barrett had no titles to convey to these settlers. So, on
April 4, 1821, R. D. Dawson, one of the Waters heirs, en-
tered into a bondsagreeing, at a stated future day, to con-
vey to James Robb, Daniel Light, and David White all the
interests of the said Waters' heirs, and then went off, got
their assignments of the survey entries to himself, went to
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Washington, and on the said assignments had issued to
him a patent for the whole survey; all of which was legal.
Dawson then conveyed nine-tenths of the survey to James
- Robb and Daniel Light (being nine hundred acres and in-
cluding the Lindsey and Porter pieces) by deed dated Feb.
24, 1824. Then Robb and Light sued Edmund Lindsey,
Joshua Porter, and David White to eject them. White
compromised and paid his two hundred dollars again, with
fifty dollars- additional, to keep his piece; but Lindsey and
Porter fought it in the courts, and finally Lindsey paid the
purchase price again. Porter died while the litigation was
pending, but his heirs at last compromised it by having to
pay quite a sum, with large bills of costs, to keep the land.

Beverly Roys’ survey, No. 1064, in Washington town-
ship, proved defective in title and a source of great trouble
and expense to those who early bought lands in its limits.
Philip Buckner, of Kentucky, claimed to be its owner, and
in- 1800 and 1801 sold one hundred and eight acres to
James Buchanan; two hundred and one to Alexander
Buchanan, Sr. ; one hundred to Alexander Buchanan, Jr. ;
fifty-three and a half to David Wood; one hundred and
fifty-five to Adam Fisher (father of Hon. David Fisher,
member of the Thirtieth Congress from the Second Ohio
District,—Clinton County,—and into whose arms ex-Presi-
dent John Quincy Adams, then a member of the national
House, fell on Feb. 22, 1847, in the sudden prostration
that terminated his life); and the residue of this survey
(one thousand acres) to various parties in smaller tracts.
Some twenty-five years later the heirs of Beverly Roys, or
his legal representatives, began suits to recover this survey,
claiming that Buckner had no title, and that his convey-
ances were therefore void. The Buchanans and other occu-
pants, who had long before paid their money for their farms,
employed Thomas Ewing and Gen. Hamer, who fought
with great desperation the non-resident claimants, but
finally the case was adjusted on a compromise which al-
lowed the occupants for their improvements and taxes, and
they therefore retained their possessions, but had to pay
a small sum per acre to get their titles quieted, besides
considerable attorney-fees.

The well-known Smith survey, No. 866, of four hun-
dred acres, also in Washington township, was a fruitful
one in trouble to those who located within its boundaries
and bought on title-bonds or promises of bonds from
Nathaniel Massie, the agent of the holder of the land-
warrant on which the entry was made. The Woods and
others who purchased in its confines had to bring suit in

chancery against the Massies and others to get deeds, and

then, not getting them, took special decrees operating as
deeds to quiet their titles. Thomas Morris went down to
see Leonard Armstrong, David Wood, and the heirs of
Absalom Wood about getting a patent to them from the
President. He offered to get one for sixty dollars. Arm-
strong and the heirs of Absalom Wood gave him forty dol-
lars, and for the other twenty dollars Morris took the
finest black mare on the place, said then to be the best in
the township. But he failed to get the patent, and at last
‘Gen. Hamer when in Congress in his last term succeeded
in procuring one from President Van Buren, which settled
for ever the title to the then owners, but at considerable

outlays of money for those days, when specie was scarce
and paper money not to be had easily.

Many people who had bought lands found, to their sor-
row, that these tracts were on the surplus of surveys, and
to keep from being turned out of house and home by other
persons who might any day enter them, they gathered to-
gether all their ready means, sold their last horse some-
times, often their only cow, and frequently the neighbors
clubbed together to raise the wherewith by disposing of
this and that article, by which they might journey to Chil-
licothe, buy land-warrants, and enter them on their own
homes, already years ago paid for, in order that no one else
might get a patent and dispossess them of their all in the
pew country. In Chapter XIV., under “ Notable Trials,”
the Cabell survey suit is narrated, whereby all the owners
of three thousand six hundred and sixty-six and two-third
acres were compelled only a few years ago to repay for two-
fifteenths of all the lands they had paid for years previous.
These all live in Wayne township, and we give'their names
and number of acres they owned (of two-fifteenths of which
they were despoiled by double payment): John B. Fry,
271; W. H. Cramer, 62%; Anne E. Pendry, 183; Charles
Durham, 46%; Jonas Doughman, 50; J. H. Dickbrader,
156% ; Daniel Hogan, 40; Walter Hogan, 26; Williim
Ingle, 157; 8. F. Spurling, 188%; John Laymon, 313%;
Cornelius McNeilus, 60 ; Thomas D. Scott, 58% ; William
Snider, 106%; Catharine Scott, 38%; and the heirs of
John Thoroughgood, 65. '

Every township furnishes many and well-authenticated
instances, and the records of the courts for the first forty
years of their existence are replete with them, where the
first occupants of the lands, having paid for their posses-
sions, earned by hard labor and exposure to the fatigue of
the weather and dangers incident to frontier life, were com-
pelled, in order to get deeds or perfected titles, to bring
suits in chancery. This and similar litigation bore heavily
on the first emigrants, but they pushed on, some having
to be dispossessed of their little farms, and others having to
make great sacrifices and pay twice for their tracts and set-
tle enormous costs and lawyers’ fees. The sufferings of
many who were ruthlessly stripped of their all were great,
but their kind neighbors rallied vo these squatters or settlers,
and assisted very generally in giving them a fresh start in
the rough and rugged journey of life.

On the subject of land-titles the late Hon. B. W. Clarke
wrote as follows: '

“ Most, persons holding the Virginia land-warrants never saw the
land upon which they were laid, as surveyors took them to locate,
and generally for a share of the land,—more or less, as they could
drive the bargain. Large tracts of a thousand acres or more were
often thus located ; the surveyor, getting for his pay the larger half,

and being upon the ground, was enabled to secure the best portion.
Sowe of the surveys are large, caliing for several thousand acres, and

" invariably overrunning the quantity named. Breckenridge’s survey

in Tate township, upon which Bethel is situated, called for four
thousand acres, while in fact it contains over six thousand; and thus
the government was cheated out of the surplus of the surveyor. It
was not unfrequently the case that ‘holders of warrants could have
them laid upon well-chosen lands by competent surveyors for the
surplus, and it often happened in such cases that the surveyor wonld
get the most land. About the year 1835 a land-speculator got a smail
warrant, enlling for about one hundred acres, located by a surveyor
who was a preacher of the gospel, and who was to make the location
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for the surplus, and he did his work well; but the surplus was larger
than the quantity called for in the patent. By this method of locating
large tracts, to remain in the hands of non-residents, living far away
from the lands, and often descending by death to heirs, and the title
becoming tangled and difficult to be gathered up into a perfect legal
conveyance; and, furthermore, by the very bad practice of specu-
Intors selling lands to emigrants upon mere bond for title, without

themselves having perfected their right to such lands, or, indeed, -

often without intending ever to do so,—the broad foundation for future
trouble was laid. Land was sold very cheap,—even so low as one
dollar per acre for choice selections, and for sometimes fifty cents,
twenty-five cents, and less, if more could not be had; but, cheap as
it appeared to the unsuspecting purchaser, it often proved his ruin.
He would go upon his land, build his cabin, clear out his fields, and
just as he was beginning to realize some of the fruits of his hard
labor a claimant with a better title would cull upon him, and he would
have to surrender up all, without a return of his purchase-money or
pay for improvements. Sometimes the occupants would hold on to
their shadow of a title and risk the chances of a lawsuit; but, of
course, the better title prevailed, and they lost not only their land,
but, as before narrated, were harassed with lawyers’ fees and cost-
bills, which in many cases finished up the administration of the poor
man's worldly effects and left him almost as naked as when he came
into the world. Many bought their fars a second, and even a third,
time before they were quieted in their titles.

¢ Few men contributed more to this ruinous state of things than
Gen. Lytle, who was extensively engaged in locating land-warrants
and selling lands and had many and infiuential friends, and all adven-
turers into the county who wanted land were recommended to Lytle.
He was 2 man of easy and affuble address, not difficult to trade with,
and of course the all-confiding purchaser desired nothing but the
word and bond of Gen. Lytle for o deed, and felt secure that all was
right, and in this faith paid his money and expended his labor to im-
prove his possessions. Old pioneers say that any person wishing
land had only to call on Gen. Lytle, name the quantity and location,
and he would at once close the bargain, take the money, and give his
bond for a deed, although he had no particle of title whatever or
right to sell, but probably he intended to get in the title,—a thing not
difficult for him, but not always done,—and of course the consequence
was, the poor confiding settler lost his land and all his labor bestowed
upon it, as well as the purchase-money ; for our information is very
few were ever fully indemnified by Lytle for their losses. Tradition
says Gen. Lytle made most of his surveys on horseback, and the well-
known historical fact that his surveys, more than those of any other
early surveyors, overran in quantity, is to be attributed to this eir-
cumstance ; for in the saddle he was not able, on account of the
thickets, ravines, underbrush, and other obstructions, to get around,
but stopped short or went beyond the required points to make his
surveying accurate; and, as land was cheap as a song, and there was
never an expectation that it would all be taken up and farmed, Lytle
was not particular, but surveyed his tracts in wanton disregard of the
gréat future trouble and litigation to subsequent owners and occu-
pants.”

On April 24, 1795, Gen. James Taylor, of Newport, Ky.,
gave a power of attorney to Gen. William Lytle to sell and
convey by title-bond or deed, in such quantities and at
such prices as the latter wished, any of the many thousands
of acres of the former’s lands in Clermont to such persons
as might desire to purchase. The first sale by Lytle under
this power of attorney was in 1795, by title-bond, of Robert
Morrow's survey, No. 666, of one thousand acres, in Union
township (lying between Tobasco and Mount Carmel), to
Robert Kyle, for two thousand five hundred dollars. The
next sale was Riehard Taylor's survey, No. 637, of one
thousand acres in same township, and including Tobasco,
to Daniel Durham, at two- dollars per acre ; and in same
year Lytle sold, as attorney of Taylor aforesaid, part of
William Johnson’s survey, No. 1765, of one thousand acres,
adjoining Batavia, and including the Duckwall farms, to
Ezekiel Dimmitt, at two dollars and fifty cents per acre.

Gen. Lytle, with a good deal of the carelessness charac-
terizing land business at an early day, in hundreds upon
hundreds of cases in making the deeds of conveyance did
not make them as the attorney in fact and of record of
Taylor, as he should have done and was authorized to do,
but went ahead and made them as an individual owning
them in fee-simple, and his wife, Eliza N. Lytle, united in
the deeds with him and released her dower. But in after-
years, in searching titles, it could not be discovered whence
Lytle had acquired any title to the lands thus irregularly
conveyed, and his attention was called to it. . Whereupon,
to cure all these defects, he made a mammoth curative deed
on July 23, 1821, in which he recited his power of attorney
as aforesaid, and in which, as attorney of Taylor, he again
conveyed all those pieces to the divers persons who had
years before had his individual deed for lands not his.

This was put on Clermont records, and cured up all the

defects clouding the titles of hundreds of unsuspecting
purchasers, who came near being the vietims of Lytle's '
carelessness.

On June 27, 1796, Obed Denham bought of John
Breckenridge the famous survey, No. 2373, of four thou-
sand acres (overrunning at least six hundred acres), by
title-bond ; but, getting no deed when he paid for it in full,
he brought suit against the Breckenridge heirs, and the
Clermont Supreme Court, at its October term of 1810, or-
dered said heirs to make him a deed, and in default thereof
its decree was to operate as a conveyance.

CHAPTER VIL

THE FIRST WEITE SETTLERS —-THEIR PRIVA-
TIONS, CUSTOMS, AND MANNERS — GENERAL
ACCOUNT OF PIONEER LIFE IN CLERMONT,
WITH A LIST OF EARLY MARRIAGES AND IN-
TERESTING REMINISCENCES.

““That heart, one thinks,
Were of strange mould which kept no cherished print
Of earlier, happier times.”

CLERMONT is a county rich in wild, sweet romance, full
of the picturesque of the old pioneer life and of a certain
individuality of beauty unequaled by any other locality in
the Ohio Valley. Here, too, is all the fine wild flavor of
poetic legend and Indian lore, clinging about hill, creek,
and upland, and one could wander for days in the realms of
song and story in drives among its quiet hills, lying low in
the prophetic shadows of a beautiful autumn. It is not
difficult to conjure up a picture of what Clermont was four-
score years and more ago, and in the rhythmic outpouring
of pioneer life we see how the beauty of the outlying coun-
try and its lovely streams sank deep into the hearts of the

‘hardy emigrants in their ever-loving mention of

“Our green old forest-home,
‘Whose pleasant memories freshly yet
Across the bosom come.”

The people of Clermont are especially and particularly
interested in its history. The Past is the mother of the
Present, and all that has gone before us is the cause of all
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that is now, and it is undoubtedly a truth in philosophy
that the experience of the past is the wisdom of the pres-
ent; so that it well becomes us once in a while to look
back at the past and gather strength and encouragement
for the present, and, we may add, hope and faith for the
future.

The county has a grand history from its scttlement, in
1795, till the present, and we hesitate not to say that one
more full of incident, scene, character, and, indced, every-
thing pertaining to historie drama, has never been witnessed
by sequential and progressive generations. Such a delight-
ful location as Clermont—noted for its scenic beauty and at-
mospheric purity, its seenery béing of the most varied de-
seription, and representing within its confines a gradual
transition from the graceful and picturesque to the rugged
and sublime, and abounding in fertile valleys and rich, in-
viting uplands—could not long escape the attention of the
lovérs of the beautiful in nature and of the emigrant seek-
ing a new Western home, especially as it wore the appear-
ance of buoyant health and ultimate utility in addition to
its magnificent natural beauty, and the chicf elements of
complete landscapes—hill and dale, wood and water, knolls
and mounts—existed in luxuriant abundance.

Not the least among its many attractions, the salubrious
location of Clermont, its lying on the great Ohio River, and
its many level and well-wooded sites of majestic oak, stately
beech, towering poplar, and beautiful sugar-tree, early in-
vited the attention and struck with rapture the Revolu-
tionary soldiers of the Continental establishment on the
Virginia line who located their surveys in its territory, as
well as of their immediate successors, who first actually
occupied its area in the rich bottoms of its swiftly-flowing
streams. The first settlers were identified with and
associated by common interests, and were more equal in
fortune, in birth and education, and as a neighborhood as-
similated in manners, customs, habits, and tastes to a greater
degree than any other of the Ohio settlements. They came
originally from the best families of New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia, Maryland, and Kentucky, with abundant
cnergy and physical vigor, were practical agriculturists,
unambitious of professional or political promotion or indi-
vidual notoriety. They were singularly straightforward in
their objects, and generally prompt in all their duties and
in meeting all their obligations. The days in which they
lived and the circumstances surrounding them rendered them
self-reliant in thought, action, and purpose, and by the help
of God and in their own strength, by the help of good con-
stitutions and their own common sense, they gained the
respect and confidence of all with whom they came in
contact. .

The pioneer fathers in the county were men of large
person and spirit and well constituted to endure the priva-
tions of frontier life, and their commanding physiques and
noble minds fitted them as worthy companions in life for
those sainted mothers of Israel who at the dear family
hearthstone laid broad the happy foundations of domestic
love and enkindled and kept a perpetual fire of incense.and
devotion to the great Architect of their happiness, whose
praises and goodness were daily mingled and remembered in
their constant prayers and religious duties. The pioneers
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in this county were emphatically a religious people and
served the Lord in their profession and daily walk and con-
versation, and were not, like subsequent early settlers in
other regions of the West, a rough, profane, or wicked
class, perverse to religion and its attendant sway of social
and educational blessings. They came at a time when the
blessings we now enjoy were not enjoyed by them, when
the facilities for their enjoyment were limited, and when
bardest toil and eternal vigilance were their lot in life.

In all organized armies they have a pioneer corps, usually
volunteers, who are sent to the front armed with axes as
well as guns,—with axes to make roads and a pathway for
the army behind them, and with guns because it is a point
of danger to be a pioneer in the army, as they are con-
stantly in danger of ambush, always in fear that the enemy
in an unpenetrated country may assault them at any mo-
ment. Hence it is that those men put to the front are in-
variably volunteers and fearless men, like those who go to
the front voluntarily to make a path for the army of civil-
ization,—~men who are willing to take their lives in their
own hands. The pioneers of Clermont were pioneers of a
greater army, and came into her valleys and on her hills at
a time when it was a common wilderness fresh from the
hands of God, and they brought with them their axes and
their guns, and they hewed and fought a way for those who
should come after them. They swept away the obstacles
to comfort and civilization, turned the wilderness into
blooming fields, made plenty spring from a land that was a
comparative desert, and established the broad and strong
foundations of a Christian county full of noble men and
pious women. The unbroken forest of the county under
their hands gave way in time to the beautiful farms, com-
fortable homesteads, cnterprising towns, pretty villages,
good roads, cosy houses, elegant churches, fine school-
structures, and busy manufactories that dot and skirt the
county,—perpetual mementoes of the active industry and
Saxon management of the old pioneers and their children
and grandchildren reared and schooled under their benefi-
cent auspices. ’

It was happily said by an eminent writer of the past,
“ Let me write the songs of a land, and I care not who
makes its laws;” and, in contrasting the contemporary
poctry of the West with that of the Kast, one is struck
with the fact that, while that of the East is full of the fire
of thought and the stirrings of purely mental life, that of
the West is the interpretation of nature, dewy as the val-
leys and streams whose beauty has inspired it. While
Whittier was writing his © Voices of Freedom,” and Lowell
penning his calm philosophy into rhythmic periods, the
Western poets were translating the meaning of river, hill,
and sunset sky, and the early poetry of Ohio mirrors the
serenity of mind and the purity of the moral atmosphere
out of which it sprang, and more than all details of history
will it embalm the fair loveliness of the scenery and the
simple beauty of the early life of the pioncers. A thou-
sand pleasant memories will rush over our aged readers as
we recall old times, and our reminiscences will touch many
tender chords of a half-forgotten melody, sacred and sweet
to them in the hallowed associations of the olden days of
long-ago.
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The first settlements in the county were made in the
years 1795 and 1796, immediately following the Greenville
treaty with the Indians, made by General Anthony
Wayne after his decisive defeat of the savages in battle,
and were made in Miami, Williamsburgh, Washington, and
Pierce townships,—in Miami by Col. Thomas Paxton* and
Thomas Beck (born in 1764, and who while a boy of six-
teen gallantly served under the Continental Congress on
the ship “ Ranger” until victory crowned the Revolutionary
fathers and perched upon the young republic, and who a
few years after coming to Clermont moved to Caldwell
Co., Ky., where he died, in 1854); in Williamsburgh
by Gen. William Lytle,* James Kain, wife, three sons
(David, John, and Thomas), three daughters (Klizabeth,
Mary, and Sarah), and Archibald McLean ; in Washington
by John, David, and Jeriah Wood (with families), and
John, Nathan, and Elisha Manning,—three brothers who
had all married Wood girls,—William Buchanan and wife,
and John Gregg; and in Pierce (then Ohio) by Isaac Fer-
guson and his three sons.* Other emigrants the same or
succeeding four years came into these townships, and that
of Ohio and Pleasant, the latter now in Brown County, so
that by the year 1800 there were settlements on the Little
Miami and Ohio Rivers, and on Stonelick, East Fork,
Bullskin, Indian, Bear, and Twelve-Mile Creeks, besides on
many smaller streams or runs tributary to them.

Trom the first year of the century emigrants poured in
from different parts. Cabins were put up in every direc-
tion, and women, children, and goods tumbled into them,
as it were, in the haste to enter land and get a start in the
new ‘¢ Ohio Eldorado.” The tide of emigration began to
increase, and flowed like water through a breach in a mill-
dam, and everything was bustle and confusion, and each
and every member of the settlements was busy in his or
her sphere, and ready for duty in beginning the journey of
life fresh in the clearings.

THE CABINS.

The first dwellings were built of round logs, just as
they were found in the primeval forests; but occasionally
a settler would construct a palatial residence by hewing the
logs on the outside. They were notched near the ends with
an axe, for the double purpose of holding them firmly and
bringing them ncarer together, and the spaces were filled
with split sticks and clay. When the logs were cut in
proper lengths they were dragged to the spot selected for
the cabin, and the neighbors for miles around were invited
to the ¢ house-raising,” and with handspikes and skid-poles
the logs were raised to their position, and 2 man with his
axe, on each corner, prepared the notches, in which way a
cabin one story high was soon erccted. The gables were
formed by leveling each end of the logs, making them
shorter and shorter until the ridge-pole was laid on, the logs
in the gable being held in place by poles extending across
the house from end to end, which also served as rafters on
which to lay the clapboard roof. These clapboards were
rived out of a straight-grained white- or black-oak or ash,
sawed into lengths of five or six feet, and were laid beside

# See sketches of their lives in another part of this book.

. pulling in the string.

each other and the joints covered with another, so as to
effectually keep out the rain. Logs were laid upon these
shingles to keep them in place, blocks of wood between
them keeping them in position. The cross-cut saw was put
in requisition to make openirgs for the doors, windows, and
fireplace, and the logs, where cut off, were held in place by
priming split sticks ou the ends, which served also as lintels.
The doors were made of clapboards fastened with wrought
nails upon cross-pieces, which, being bored near the end,
constituted the hinges, and were hung upon wooden pins
fastened upon the lintels. The door was fastened by a
wooden latch on the inside, and was opened from without
by a string passing through a gimlet-hole in the door and
hanging outside,—from which originated the old saying
when hospitality is tendered : “ You will find the latchstring
always out,”—but at night the door was securely locked by
The loft above was reached by in-
serting one's toes in the openings between the logs in one
corner of the house, or on a rude ladder made of a straight
sapling of linden-wood or poplar, split into halves, with
rungs for steps, making it convenient to draw up or for its
removal from the eabin, the rounds or rungs passing through
auger-holes in the sides and made secure by wooden wedges.
A small hatchway was left in the upper floor or a window
cut in the gable for ingress and egress. The process of
mounting the ladder was called ¢ cooning it to bed,” as the
children usually slept there and also company when visitors
came, as the lower room answered the purpose of kitchen,
sitting-room, parlor, and bed-chamber. The cabin fireplace
was always ample, often extending more than halfway
across the house. The chimney was built on the outside,
sometimes of stone and mortar, but more commonly of split
sticks laid crossways and then daubed with * eat and clay,”
an admixture of mud and straw. The large green back-log
and the ample log-fire heap imparted both light and warmth
to the family group about the old hearthstone not equaled
in solid cemfort by the stoves, furnaces, and grates of the
present age. The site of the cabin was chosen with refer-
cnce to the accessibility to water; and if there was no spring,
a well was often dug before the building-site was deter-
mined. . :

Sometimes two cabins were built near together and con-
nected by a rude hallway between them, which was called
a double cubin, only owned by a few of the wealthier settlers.

PIONEER FURNITURE.

The furniture was simple and easily inventoried. The
bedstead sometimes consisted of dogwood forks passing
through the puncheon floor into the ground ; small saplings
were placed in the forks for a bed-rail,and upon theseelap-
boards were laid for a bottom. The pots and kettles usually
were placed opposite the window (old paper pasted over the
hole, and on which hog’s lard had been applied,—a kind of

" glazing which shed a most beautiful and mellow light across

the cabin when the sun shone, as all other light entered at
the doors, cracks, and chimneys), and the gun hung on
hooks over the door. These, with a few split-bottom
chairs, three-legged stools, a clumsy shovel and aged pair
of tongs, and a small looking-glass sloping from the wall
over a large towel and comb-case, about comprised the list,
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save the spinning-wheels,—the pianos of the pioneers. The
large one was used for spinning the woolen rolls, and the
small one for the flax, and their music was heard through
the day, and often far into the night. A woman' spinning
upon the large wheel, stepping backward as she drew and
twisted the thread from the roll; and forward as she wound
it upon the spindle, placed her in a more graceful and
charming attitude than was ever exhibited in a ball- or
drawing-room. It may.be that her feet were bare and her
dress of “linsey-woolsey,” but her symmetry of form and
her graceful motion were better shown than when clothed
in costly and fashionable attire. When the spindle was
filled the reel was put into requisition, and with what ex-
ultation the good woman tied the knot when the snapping
of the reel announced that the last of twelve cuts (a good
day’s work) were ready for the loom! We can appreciate
the beauty of Solomon’s description of a virtuous woman
when he says, “ She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh
willingly with her hands; she layeth her hands to the
spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.”

In one corner of the cabin stood the loom for weaving
the cloth for shirts, pantaloons, frocks, sheets, and blankets,
and the outer walls of the cabin were often nearly covered
with the skins of rabbits, raccoons, minks, bears, deer,
wolves, panthers, and foxes, stretched to dry, to be con-
verted into articles of dress or exchanged for ‘store-tea,”
calico, or * boughten goods.” A green handspike rested
against the side of the chimney, with which to roll in and
adjust the logs, A similar stick passéd. through the chim-
ney above the blazing fire, called a ‘ lug-pole,” and sus-
pended on which was a forked stick, having a wooden peg
in the lower end, which served as a crane to hang on the
pot or kettle. The andirons were large stones. Stoves
were unknown, and cooking utensils few. The beef or
mutton roast, the pig, the opossum, or the turkey was sus-
pended by a string fastened to a wooden peg over the fire-
place and cooked before the blazing fire. The gravy as it
oozed from the meat was caught in an iron pan resting on
the hearth, and ever and anon the attendant turned the
meat around, basting it with the dripping fat. In the cor-
ner near by was the covered skillet, filled with biscuit, with
the glowing embers above and beneath, or a corn-pone upon
a clapboard at an angle of forty-five degrees. Persons may
boast of their stoves and cooking appliances and faney
dishes, but give us the corn-bread baked upon a board be-
fore the cabin-firc and the barbecued opossum or pig in
preference to all the scientific cookery of modern times.

The best table-dishes were of pewter, and the bowls and
spoons, of that material, were kept as bright as the polished
silver of the modern kitchen. ¢ The old oaken bucket that
hung in the well,” fastened to the well-sweep by a wild
grape-vine, and the gourd, tied to the curb, were among
the pleasant recollections of our early homes.

Our inventory of furniture would be incomplete did we
omit to mention the flint-lock rifle or musket, with powder-
horn, shot- or bullet-pouch, all of which  were placed upon
wooden forks fastened to the joists, and generally over the
door. '

In the loft, and around its walls of logs and pendent
from the roof, in sacks and bunches, were sarsaparilla, gin-

seng, snakeroot, catnip, tansy, garlic, sage, dog-fennel, pen-

nyroyal, wormwood, elecampane, and boneset, gathered in
their season. These constituted the materia medica of the
pioncer, and apothecary’s medicine was not in much de-
mand, and patent medicines of rich quack advertisers had
not come in vogue to deplete the pioneer’s pocket or blood.
Strings of dried apples, peaches, and pumpkins hung in
graceful festoons from the rude rafters, while the winter’s
storé of hickory, hazel, walnuts, and butternuts covered the
upper floor. To guard against the ague, a jug of bitters
composed of dogwood-bark and prickly-ash berries was pro-
vided, and to ward off attacks of worms among the children
tansy or wormwood bitters were regularly administered.

THE WARDROBES.

The clothing was mostly of domestic manufacture, and
the early settlers were clad in home-spun and home-made
linen and woolen apparel. The flax-patches were the places
where half the courting used to be done, and when the
flax got ripe all the boys and girls far and necar gathered
and pulled and spread it. It was called -a frolic, and often
ended with a regular ¢ hoe-down, double-shuffle dance.”

After the fibre was softened by the dews and rains,—
which was called “rotting the flax,”—it was taken up and
bound, and either stacked, or broken on 2 machine called
a brake, then spun on a wheel and run off on a reel and
woven on a loom. Many yet remember the new tow shirt
with its pricking “shives,” and there are old Cl_ermoxiters
yet living who as boys and girls raised the flax, broke and
swingled it, and then-hetcheled, spun, and weve and made
it up into garments of pantaloons, frocks and aprons, and
shirts, and into toweling, tablecloths, and bed-linen.

The winter garments of both scxes and all ages were
made generally of wool shorn from the settlers’ sheep,
carded, spun, colored, and then woven on their own looms.
The mother who could not take care of her children, do
the cooking, washing, ironing, and attend to other house-
hold duties, and spin twelve cuts of yarn per day was not
considered extra smart. After the yarn had been spun it
had to be dyed and prepared for the loom. Some they
would dye a copperas color, and some blue, brown, green,
and red, and the more fastidious and tasteful wore checks
and stripes. Our Clermont pioneer mothers and daughters,
like their maternal ancestor, Eve, had a taste for a variety
of colors and beauty of combination, and yet they attired
themselves in dresses of their own spinning, weaving, col-
oring, and making, and used but six yards of linen or
linsey, instead of from fifteen to thirty as in the present
day.

In the manufacture of cloth the ladies, at a later date,
were much assisted by the carding-machine, before the in-
troduction of which they carded all the wool by hand.
After placing a small lock of wool between the cards and
drawing them briskly backwards and forwards until it was
properly carded, they would make the roll on the backs of
the cards. The spinning-jenny was invented and came
along, which spun one hundred threads to the woman’s
one. Soon the daughters of Eve began to talk about it at
little gatherings, the gossip goes, and resolved that Miss
Jenny was a trump-card, and that it was cheaper to buy
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than to run the old wheel; and so woman's spinning-days
were over. The old wheel was carried out and the piano
carried in, the music of which is perhaps sweeter, but it
brings less wealth, health, and happiness to the houschold.

DOMESTIC LIFE OF THE PIONE‘EI’.S.

Spring-time brought work, hard and steady, to the
woman of the cabin, spinning and weaving the summer
linen. Rising in the morning at four, she built the fires,
made up her own beds, awoke and dressed the children,
made up the trundle-bed, shoved it under the “big bed,”
put on the tea-kettle, and mixed the Indian meal for the
johnny-cukes and corn-dodgers. This done, she prepared
the frugal meal and set the table; after which she blew a
merry peal on the tin horn to call the men to breakfast.
Next she nursed the baby, but that could be done while
she was knitting the socks and stockings. The men came
in, and, springing up, she laid the sweet smiling little baby
in the trough-cradle, and with one loving kiss she set the
victuals on the rude table, and jogged the cradle with her
foot each time she passed to keep the baby calm.

Breakfuast over, the rustic dishes put away, the children
sent to school or out to play, she sprinkled the linen on the
gruss, and now spinuing is resumed. She takes the wheel
out on the puncheon floor, takes her darling babe from the
cradle, and, while her foot is busy with the treadle, it
serves as a motion to quiet the little beauty, while singing
and musing. She can sing right merrily too: ¢ Home,
sweet home,”—my own home, be it ever so poor, is home.

But it is time to prepare dinner, and greens must be
picked, potatoes washed, meat put on to boil, and venison
or bear-meat to be broiled or baked; and if the husband is
a good shot, a turkey is swung up before the large fire-
place to broil. Then down to the wheel or into the loom,
banging away as she sends the swiftly-flying shuttle through
the double-threaded web. The horn is blown again, the
victuals taken up, and the meal is ecaten with the baby on
the lap. The pewter dishes washed and put away, the
floor must be scrubbed,—for she has no carpet,—and the
bleaching cloth is to be watered aguin. Then back to
the wheel till time for supper; which over, she goes to the
pasture to milk the cows, puts the children to bed, and
takes again to the ever-busy wheel until the husband re-
tires to his couch. She must stop now, for he does not
like the buzzing noise, but no bed comes to her relief yet,
for the children’s clothes are to be meuded and stockings
darned; and thus she toils on until late in the night.

Such was the life led by most of Clermont’s pioneer
mothers. But few of the grandmothers remain who par-
ticipated in such life, and in a few short years they will
have become pioneers to another country, to be followed by
a ceascless stream of emigrants as time rolls its changes in
our flecting world.

Among the common articles of food which the pioneers
had, mush and milk was greatly esteemed, and the methods
of cating the same were various. Some would sit around
the pot and every one take thercfrom for himself’; some
would set a table and each have his tin cup of milk, and
with a pewter spoon take just as much mush from the dish
or pot, if it was on the table, as he thought would fill his

mouth, then, lowering it into the milk, would take some to
wash it down. This method kept the milk cool, and by
frequent repetitions the pioneer would contract the faculty
of correctly estimating the proper amount of each; but
others ‘would mix the mush and milk together.

The earliest settlers had no candles, and cared little about
them, except for summer use. Sometimes seasoned sticks,
then again the bark of shelly hickory, was used for light,
and the common rag-dips of cloth in grease and the various
like styles were always at hand.

Salt was a luxury,—very scarce and at a high price,—
and sold from threc to four dollars per bushel up to 1808.
Whisky-toddy was considered lusury enough for any party,
the woods furnished abundance of venison, and corn-pone
supplicd the place of every variety of pastry.

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

In the early period of the country’s history the people
were in a condition of complete social equality. No aristo-
cratic distinctions were thought of in society, and the first
line of demarkation was to separate the very bad from the
general mass. The rich and the poor were costumed alike,
mapy of the men being dressed in buckskin pants, and the
women of all families wearing coarse fabrics, produced by
their own hands. Some of the men wore coonskin caps
with the fur on the outside and the tail dangling down the
back of the wearer. Sometimes the material of the buck-
skin pants was not well tanned, and when dried after being
thoroughly soaked became hard and inflexible. When
thrown on the floor they bounded and rattled like tin ket-
tles, and the pioneer, on a cold morning, in drawing on a
pair, was about as comfortable as if thrusting his limbs
into a couple of frosty stovepipes.

The settlers subsisted principally on corn-bread and wild
meats. Flour, tea, and coffee weie scarcely to be had, ex-
cept at prices which placed them beyond the Teach of very
many. At weddings a puncheon formed like a bench, bare
of a cloth, was covered with refreshinents of a plain nature.
Wild turkeys that but a few days before had gobbled in their
native woods, coon that had grown on the creek-flats, pone
as wedding-cake, with metheglin and whisky, comprised
the bill of fare. A dance was the finale of the wedding
festivities, and they made merry on the puncheon flyor to
the music of the fiddle in jigs, four-handed reels, and the
old-style double-shuffle and breakdown. The next day the
party repaired to the house of the groom for the “ infair,”
where the mirth was kept up with renewed feasting and
dancing. :

Almost all of the first inhabitants of the county were of
upright character, bold, daring, somewhat restless, but
generous-minded. Although often enduring great priva-
tions and living in primitive simplicity, they always enter-
tained an unbounded hospitality. They did not observe the

“heartless formalities of modern society, but their welcome

was plain and outspoken. *“ Bring your knitting and stay
a week” was an oft-expressed invitation; and when one did
come, he was expected to feel perfectly at home and help
himself. Were an unexpected visit made, the hostess was
still pleased. to see her neighbors, and immediately began

the preparations for giving them the ordinary treat, serving
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them a meal of the best the house afforded, including, if
possible, a cup of tea. As she had but one fireproof vessel
in the cabiny/—the conventional bake-kettle,—some time
must be consumed in preparing the mecal. First, some
meat had to be tried in the kitchen to get Iard second,
some cukes were made and fried in it; third, some short-
cakes were made in it; fourth, it was used as a bucket to
draw water ; fifth, the water was put in, and a very sociable
cup of tea they had indeed.

The pioneers were self-reliant and comparatively inde-
pendent. - KEvery family did a little of everything, and
made their own garments out of their own raw material,
manufactured their own soap, and dipped their own candles.
When they killed a sheep or calf they sent pieces to their
neighbors; and they, in the future, performed the same
kind office in return. In this way the settlers had a full
supply of this kind of meat without the aid of a professional
butcher and without the outlay, of money. The shoemaker
and tailor, with their kits of tools, made their semi-annual
rounds to make or mend boots, shoes, and clothing, the
material for which had been provided beforeband by the
head of the family.

Manners, customs, and habits have changed, but the
memory will cling with fondness to those of other days.
1t gratifies our pride to have all the adventitious aids in
preparing and serving our food and securing our clothing ;
it is pleasant to have a house of eight or ten rooms, each
supplied with its own appropriate furniture and adorn-
ments; but we very much doubt whether these things
make us happier, or contribute more to our family or social
cujoyment, than the plain simplicity and surroundings of
three-quarters of a century ago.

FRONTIER AMUSEMENTS.

Those who suppose that pioneer life was onme of con-
tinual hardship— all work and no play”—are very greatly
mistaken. They had their amusements, which,-if not as
refined as those of modern times, were as exciting and en-
joyable. The pursuit of game with the faithful dog and
trusty gun relieved the monotony of daily toil, and the
forests abounded with squirrels, wild turkeys, and deer.
They trapped the rabbits, quails, and other small game;
and at night “coon- and ’'possum-hunting” were favorite
diversions.

There were elements of a pleasing nature in the life of
the early settler not found in the dull routine of ordinary
work on improved farms. Visions of bear-, panther-, deer-
and raccoon-hunts, corn-huskings, monster log-rollings,
house-raisings, - wrestling-matches, and fishing-parties, and
last, but not least in true sport and enjoyment, the ancient
fox-chase. The recollections of the gay dance and the wild
frolic come softly over the aged pioneer’s memory like the
low whisperings of the summer breeze, like the gentle mur-
murings of the rolling waters as the long swell breaks
upon the shore, like the far-off sound of church-bells mel-
lowed by time, softened by distance,-but also hallowed by
many a pleasant thought and fond remembrance.

Pleasure was often combined with business, resulting in
house-raisings, log-rollings, and corn-huskings, frequent and
attended by young and old, especially the latter. In the

fall the ears of corn were torn from the stalk unhusked and
deposited in a long row upon a plat of grass; and when
the company assembled in the evening, captains were chosen,
who divided the heap as near the middle a§ possible. They
selected their men alternately, and being arrayed under
their respective leaders, the contest began. The husks
were thrown backward and the ears of corn forward, and
the company that finished first was the winner, and had the
first swig at the bottle and the chief seats at, the royal feast
that followed. Oftentimes daylight revealed the fact that
unhusked corn was found both among the shucks and in
the corn-heap. ‘ .

Young people in the fall and winter evenings were often
assembled at a quilting or apple-cutting party. When the
quilt was finished or the apples pceled, quartered, and cored,
and a sumptuous feast was disposed of| all united in a dance
or some play. The old pioneer who reads this chapter will
remember with what spirit and enthusiasm they marched
with their partner and sang:

“ Oh, sister Phebe, how merry were we
The night we sat under the juniper-tree,
The juniper-tree, the juniper-tree,
Hei oh ! ete., ete.
or
““We are marching forward to Quebee;
The drums are loudly beating;

Amcrica has gained the day,
The British are retreating.”

And then, reversing the order, with the arms crossed, sing :

“The war is o’er, and we'll turn back
To the place from which we started ;
So open the ring and take one in
Which you think will prove true-hearted,” ectec.

.

Seldom were those joyful occasions marred by any un-
pleasant incidents or by excesses in eating or drinking, but
at an early hour in the morning each young man went home
with his girl, only to repeat the enjoyment at some other
cabin on the next mooulight night.

Horse-racing, turkey-rafling, and many other kindred
sports that obtained in many settlements, found few votaries
in Clermont, whose pioneers were of a type of settlers not
addicted to gambling and other vices that beset so many
frontier localitics. Some twenty years after the settlement
of the county a few rough, coarse, and vicious characters
came in,—principally as adventurers,—but they were soon
weeded out, and the ‘county arose rapidly to great numbers
in population, owing, iu a great degree, to the industry and
good character of the bardy settlers.

PIONEER BELLES. -

As illustrating the character and social status of the good
old days, Judge Read said that there was not a single case
on the Clermont docket where a divorce was asked for or
granted where the courting was done in a flaz-patch, sugar-
camp, quilting, or corn-husking. The pioneer girls, dressed
in their linseys, made the young men bow as low and smile
as sweetly as du the ladies of our day in the cities, with
their rustling silks, satins, or muslins. Then the young
lady could ride to a quilting on an ox-sled or a “sapling-
jumper” and dance meily to the music of a single violin ;
and such dancing!—a real double-shuffle, in which there
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were grace, activity, life, spirit, and the genuine poetry of
action, with none of your sliding, languishing, die-away
motions of the belle of the fashivnable ball-room at this
date.

When the dance was over the girls could walk home,—
a distance of five or ten miles,—unless their beaux (and
they all had beaux, and some of them a score or more) had
a horse with saddle and pillion, when they would mount a
stump or climk upon the fence and spring on the horse
behind the rider and ride home. If they were cngaged to
be married and the day fixed, she would clasp her plump,
well-muscled arm around him, he clasping onc hand in hers.
There was one great objection a beau had to his lady-love
riding behind him,—it was difficult to kiss her in that
position, though it could be done. How all the young
men enjoyed riding over hills and rough places! as it made
their sweethearts clasp them tightly ; and how their hearts
swelled and beat as they felt the electric squecze of the
angelic creatures by starry moonlight !

Girls were in demand ; they were scarce, and the young
men outnumbered them two to one. We fear the gentler
sex has not improved in health and true unalloyed happi-
ness since those days of innocent romps and jollity, though
they may have extended their home-spun skirts of two
yards to twelve yards of silks and furbelows; and we are
of the opinion that the sleep of modern girls is no sounder
nor their dreams more pleasant than were those of their
rustic grandmothers.

A bevy of young damsels on their way to a spinning
and log-rolling, on coming to a creek, would pull off their
yarn stockings and shoes, and, with spinning-wheels on
their shoulders, wade the stream, regardless of snakes, and
with a determined air that would put to the blush the
sickly, canting, and insipid conventionalitics of the present
day. We remember, as though it was but last autumn, a
rosy, sweet, angelic girl that came and spun on the big
wheel each day in a certain neighborhood of the county.
Her laughter was sweeter and more musical than the songs
of the birds. She had been reared in the depth of poverty,
—a sweet, wild flower of the forest, and the artist that
could have painted her on canvas true to life would have
been worshiped. Here was a picture a fit feast for the
artist’s eye,—a wonderful and happy combination of ease,
grace, and elasticity of step at once to be distinguished
from anything bordering on plebeian birth. In our mind’s
eye we see her as she appeared, her head slightly in shadow,
her body lighted up, all beaming with beauty and grace.
She was of medium height, but beautifully symmetrical in
form: Her shoulders were exquisitely rounded, her hips
developed, her foot incomparably fine, and what a beautiful
head on this handsome body! large, soft eyes of dark blue;
dark chestnut hair, silky and naturally wavy; the nose of
perfect form, with open nostrils always in motion ; a small
mouth, with red lips, and teeth fine, closely set, and pearly.
One was perfectly conquered by the expression of this
beautiful fuce,—its distinction, its brilliancy, the supreme
charm that emanated from it,—aud so was a subsequent
Governor of Missouri, to whom afterwards this pearl of
Clermont was married, and reigned in the West as the
¢« Belle of the Mississippi.” B

EARLY MARRIAGES.

We give below the official list of marriages in the county
for the first seven years after its organization, by whom
solemnized, and the dates thercof':

1801.—September 20th, John Earhart and Sally Wood, by William
Hunter, J. P.; October 25th, James [rvin and Cinthy Anna
Dilliner, by Williamn Hunter, J. P.; September 5th, Michael
Hildebrand and Mary Ann Harper, by Moses Frazee, M. G. i
October 20th, William South and Phebs Frazce, by Moses
Frazee, M. G.; December 9th, Archibald Hosbrook and
Phebe Osborn, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; December 6th, Ste-
phen Frazee and Ilannah Beck, by Moses Frazee, M. G.;
October 29th, Tobias Hunter and Barbara Sheak, by Owen
Todd, J. P.; December 24th, Isanc Manning and Christena
MecColin, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; December 24th, John
York and Betsey Murfey, by Alexander Martin, J. P.

1802.—January 4th, Jonathan Bragdon and Sally Bradberry, by
Moses Frazee, M. G.; January 11th, Benjamin Sills and
Katuren Baum, by Houton Clarke, J. P.; January 16th,
John Dimmitt and Lydia Gist, by Philip Gatch, M. G.;
Junuary 30th, Arthur St, Clair (son of the Governor of the
Territory of the Northwest) and Frances Stall, by William
Hunter, J. P.; May 21st, Joseph Moor and Mary Mefford,
by Amos Ellis, J. P.; May 24th, Samuel Kinnett and Eliza-
beth Rogers, by Amos Ellis, J. P.; March 7th, John Ross
and Rebeckah Frazee, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; April 4th,
Aaron Leonard and Sarah Rounds, by Moses Irazee, M. G.;
April 17th, Moses Bradberry and Agnes Hunt, by Moses
Frazee, M. G.; May 23d, Aaron Osborn and Eloner Mus-
grove, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; Muy 1st, James Boothby
and Abigail Rounds, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; June 3d,
Elijah Strong and Submit Miller, by Philip Gateh, M. G.;
April 8th, Timothy Conper and Mary Dickinson, by Wil-
lianm Buchanan, J. P.; August 5th, Charles Steward and
Mary Tate, by William Buchanan, J. P.; September 3d,
Josiah Boothby and Mary Rounds, by David Loofbourrow,
M. G.; October 19th, John Read and Jane Simonton, by
Philip Gatch, M. G.; Christy Apple and Katuren Polender
(date not given of the month and day), by Houton Clarke,
J. P.; November 19th, Peter Emery and Elizabeth Apple,
by John Hunter, J. P.; Novewmber 22d, Robert Bradley and
Elizabeth Lytle, by Sylvester Hutchinson, M. G.

1803.—January 2d, Daniel Kidd and Mary Buntin, by William
Iunter, J. P.; February 18th, Roger W. Waring and Mar-
tha McClellan, by William Iunter, J. P.; April 23d, Levi
Fryberger and Rachel Custard, by Owen Todd, J. P.; March
29th, William Smith and Susannah Light, by Elisha Bow- |
man, M. G.; February 4th, John Gest and Martha Gatch,
by Elisha Bowman, M. G.; February 19th, Edward Tat-
man and Amy Mills, by Houton Clarke, J. P.; April 19th,
James Arthur and Anne Osbourn, by Philip Gateh, M. G.;
April 21st, John Vanneton and Mary McDonna, by Philip
Gatch, M. G.; July 12th, John Williams and Anna Tee~
garden, by Morris Witham, M. G.; November 1st, Andrew
and Ann Perine, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.

1804.—January 24th, Jobn Lucas and Peggy Harp, by Alexander
Martin, J. P.; January 24th, Isanc Lucas and Phemy Harp,
by Alexander Martin, J. P.; January 2Sth, Reuben Lea-
cock and Sarah Jordan, by Alexander Martin, J. P.; Feb-
ruary 19th, John Vanner and Catherine Spence, by Roger
W. Waring, J. P.; April 3d, James Bunting and Sally
Doughty, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.; July 4th, James
Perine and Polly Kain, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.; Sep-
tember 4th, John Hill and Elizabeth Monahan, by Alexan-
der Martin, J. P.; December 2d, Ezekicl Howard and
Betsey Shinkle, by William Fee, J. P.

1805.—March 4th, Robert Allen and Martha Work, by Alexander

" Martin, J. P.; October 4th, Thomas Glaze aund Rebecca

Jones, by Alexander Martin, J. P.; October 4th, John Lytle
and Dorcas Waring, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.; June 14th,
Solomon Hedges and Polly Jenkins, by Willinm Fee, J. P.;

# M, @., minister of the gospel,
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July 6th, James Hunt and Nancy Shotwell, by Moses Fra-
zee, M. G.; September 15th, Isaac Coulthar and Mary
Holmes, by Moses Frazee, M. G.; Scptember 23d, Jumes
Thompson and Margaret Burget, by Henry Chapman, J. P.;
September 24th, Jobn Smith and Jane Wishard, by Jacob
Slight, M. G.; September 22d, Benjamin Clark and Lucusso
Garland, by Francis McCormick, M. G.; April 25th, John
Pollock and Polly Stillow, by Philip Gateh, M. G.; January
1st, Joseph Calvin and Jane Wardlow, by William Hunter,
J. P.; November 21st, John South and Nancy Burnet, by
(name too defaced to.be made out); November 7th, Reuben
Fights and Sally Waits, by William Hunter, J. P.; No-
vember 5th, Edward Sargent and Anna Sargent, by George
Brown, M. G. (Mrs. Sargent was living in 1880, and resided
on the same farm, and in part of the same house, where she
went three-quarters of a century ago on her wedding-day,
and her wedding was one of the grandest in the county for
an ecarly day); November 7th, Josich Warton and Peggy
Utter, by George Brown, M. G.; November 17th, John Me-
Graw and Susan Miller, by William Fee, J. P.; August 14th,
Samue! Wood and Alice Richey, by William Fee, J. P.; No-
vember 19th, John Shinkle and Barbara Skinkle, by Wil-
liam Fee, J. P.; November 28th, John Day and Catharine
Hendrix, by William Fee, J. P.; March 14th, John Pitser
and Catharine Leeferry, by Henry Chapman, J. P.; March
7th, Thomas Jennings and Polly Parker, by Henry Chap-
man, J, P.; June 6th, James Kirkpatrick and Hannah Pul-
lance, by Henry Chapman, J. P.; June 20th, Joseph Wood
and Polly Hodges, by George Brown, M. G.; July 16th,
Absalom Brooks and Isabel Coulthar, by Roger W. Waring,
J. P.; July 4th, James Fox and Peggy Berry, by Francis
McCormick, M. G.; July 7th, John Armstrong and Sarah
Sly, by Francis McCormick, M. G.; November 28th, John
White and Veighty Church, by Henry Willis, J. P.; Sep-
tember 19th, John Knott and Nancy Dumford, by Francis
McCormick, M. G.; September 19th, Joseph Brunk and
Polly South, by Francis McCormick, M. G.; December 1st,
Daniel Kain and Nelly Foster, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.;
November 29th, Hugh Ferguson and Mary Arthus, by
Francis McCormick, M. G.; November 17th, Samuel Beck
and Hannah Morris, by John Morris, J. P.

1806.—March 19th, Benjamin Osburn and Ruth Dusket, by Moses
Frazee, M. G.; March 24th, Stacy Brown and Betsey Wil-
son, by Levi Rogers, M. G.; June 5th, Robert Lain and
Martha Witham, by Jokn Hunter, J. P.; January 2lst,
Hutson Marter and Martha Leacock, by Alexander Martin,
J. P.; June 5th, William Fletcher and Ann Williams, by
William Hunter, J. P.; March 20th, Mr. Vanosdol and
Amy McCollum, by Henry Willis, J. P.; April 3d, William
Gold and Mevarcum Rounds, by Henry Willis, J. P.; June
5th, Frederick Councilman and Leah Rodermel, by Henry
Willis, J. P.; April 10th, Andrew Gray and Elizabeth Lo-
gan, by Morris Withaw, M. G.; September 1Sth, George
Jones and Elizabeth Hamilton, by William Fee, J. P.; Sep-
tember 20th, William Smith and Mary Richardson, by Wil-
liam Fee, J. P.; October 21st, James Dye and Nancy Ellis,
by Bernard Thompson, J. P.; October 28th, William Col-
lerham and Rachel Smith, by Bernard Thompson, J. P.;
October 6th, Jesse Hill and Fanny Miller, by Jacob Light,
M. G.; November 16th, Perry Garland and Margaret Davis,
by Philip Gateh, M. G.; December 19th, Michael Swing
and Ruth Gatch, by John Collins, M. G.; December 4th,
Jonathan Wier and Liza Bottinghouf, by George Brown,
M. G.; December 13th, Benjumin Rue and Geats, by
John Pollock, J. P.; August 20th, Josiah McKinney and
Eleanor Thom, by William Hunter, J. P.; January 2d,
Nicholas Christ and Barbara Teagarden, by Roger W. War-
ing, J. P.; January 4th, Thomas Foster and Abigail Davis,
by Franecis McCormick, M. G.; Jenuary 2d, William Richey
and Sophin Miller, by William Fee, J. P.; January 6th,
Michuael Baum and Elizabeth Richey, by William Fee, J. P.;
December 5th, Jobn Woodruff and Polly Harper, by Henry
Chapman, J. P.; Decomber 25th, James Foster and Eliza-
beth Burget, by Henry Chapman, J. P.; February 27th,
John Cuncade and Mary Johuston, by George Brown, M. G.;

February 15th, Hugh Rankin and Betsey Light, by Roger
W. Waring, J. P.; March 1st, Joseph Davis and Rachel
Fowler, by Roger W, Waring, J. P.; February 6th, William
Mastin and Barbary Shikely, by Philip Gatch, M. G.; March
6th, Ebenezer Osburn and Fanny Elston, by Philip Gatch,
M. G.
1807.—January 15th, Thomas Berry and Mary Wright, by Henry
Chapman, J. P.; March 20th, Thomas MecIlroy and Sarah
" Christy, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.; March 23d, John
Chambers and Mary Miller, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.;
March 27th, William Ackles and Mary Long, by Roger W.
Waring, J. P.; March 27th, John Hall or Hill and Hannah
Moore, by Roger W, Waring, J. P.; March 7th, Abraham
Myre and Polly Miller, by James Sargent, J. P.; Scars
Crain and Anna Nuth (day and month blank), by Moses
Hutchings, M. G.; March 23d, Isanc South and Deborah
Hutchings, by Moses Ilutchings, M. G. ; the following three
couples were married by Joha Pollock, J. P., but date of
days and months not given: Joseph Clements and Mary
Wiggons, Jonathan Eldridge and Mary Ramsey, William
Donnels and Magdaline Simonton; July 8, Jacob Borstler
and Sarah Robbins, by Roger W. Waring, J. P.; January
5th, John McCollum and Assigning Winning, by John Col-
lins, M. G.; January 16th, William Bartlett and Betsy
Evang, by James Gilliland, M. G.; January 22d, Christian
Husong and Elizabeth Chapman, by Morris Witham, M. G. ;
January 22d, William MecKibben and Susannah Prather,
by William Fee, J. P. ; February 2d, Conduce Gatch and
Margaret McGrue, by Benjamin Lakin, M. G.; February
28th, Ambrose Ransom and Susan Roye, by Benjamin Lakin,
M. G.; March20th, Joseph Lemming and Margaret Lambert,
by Levi Rogers, M. ¢.; March 10th, John Lattimore and
Margaret Homer, by Philip Gatch, M. G.; April —, Samuel
Shumard and Elizabeth Conrod, by Philip Gatch, M. G.;
May 14th, Jonathan MeGrew and Ruth Crawford, by Philip
Gateh, M. G.; March 19th, Abel Frazee and Elizabeth Brown,
by John Morris, J. P.; April 30th, Isdac Hartman and Polly
Daughters, by Levi Rogers, M. G.; March 12th, John Wil-
son and Betsey Leeds,. by Roger W. Waring, J. P,

The foregoing list embraces all the marriages from the
organization of Clermont, in December, 1800, to the year
1808, that were returned to the clerk of the court by the
ministers and justices solemnizing them, and, of course,
many returns of licenses issued and marriages performed
were never returned. It will be seen that Roger W.
Waring, the clerk of the court, who issued marriage
licenses, was also a justice of the peace, and thus was able
to do a large business in the marriage line.

LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS.

The library of the intelligent pioneer consisted of the
Bible and hymn-book, Bunyan’s ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress,”
Fox’s ¢ Book of Martyrs,” Baxter's « Saint’s Rest,” Her-
vey's “ Meditations,” Zsop’s “ Fables,” William Riley’s
“ Narrative,” ¢ Gulliver's Travels,” and “ Robinson Crusoe.”
The school-books were very few, and none were illustrated ;
that for beginners was a paddle, with the alphabet and
words of two letters pasted on one side, and * baker,”
“brier,” “cider,” ete., on the other, which answered the
double purpose of instruction and punishment. The
school-house, like the dwelling, was built, of logs, with a
window, one pane of glass wide, extending the whole
length of the house, but generally, in place of glass, paper
greased with hog's fat afforded the light, and slabs or
“puncheons” served as seats for the pupils.

Steel pens were unknown, and one of the chief qualifica-
tions of the teacher was to be a good penman and expert in
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making quill pens. Sometimes, in later days, the log
school-house was so constructed that openings were left in
the logs to serve as windows, and in summer they were left
without sash, in winter sized newspapers subserved the
double purpose of sash and window-glass. A mode of pun-
ishment, equally primitive, called for another opening of
six inches in the rude door, and into this offenders were re-
quired to thrust a bare foot and keep it there till released
by the stern pedagogue of harsh aspect; and, as snakes
were numerous in snummer and the ground under the house
open, the discipline was amazingly effective.

The schools were sustained by subscription, and the
teachers, learned in knowledge, dextrous with the old-
fashioned goosequill pen and expert—particularly so—with
the heavy ferule and Solomon’s rod, received from eight to
twelve dollars per month for their services, and ¢ boarded
On certain festive days, espe-
as positive as the

round” with their patrons.
cially Christmas, the custom prevailed
common law and immutable as the laws of the Medes and
Persians—of ¢ barring_out” the teacher, the scholars not
permitting him to enter the school-room until he treated to
cider, apples, gingerbread, or candy ; and sometimes, on the
pedagogue’s refusal, he was taken to the nearest creek and
immersed in its flowing waters or ducked in the snow till
he succumbed and complied with the terms dictated by his
pupils, usually led on by the biggest and most rawboned
boy,—one often_superior in size to the teacher.

The old-fashioned schools were excellent in many re-
spects, and the boys and girls obtained a good, practical
primary education and a wholesome discipline specially
adapted to those early times. On account of the sparse-
ness of the population and the work to be done at home, in
which the young of both sexes had to lend a helping hand,
there were usually but.“ two quarters” of a school per year.

MEETING-HOUSES.

In the early days of pioneer life religion assumed a dra-
matic form, and the out-door meetings were the natural re-
sult, both as accessories of scenery and also because ¢ God’s
first temples” were the only temples our worthy ancestors
were able to secure. Then here and there a rude structure
was put up, like the «“ Old Bethel Meeting-House,” © Hope-
well,” and Ten-Mile Creek churches, and soon many log
houses were erected in the county for the preaching of the
Lord’s word. Services, too, were often held in the resi-
dences of zealous members of the church, and very fre-
quently in the woods, where large camp-meetings attracted
hundreds and thousands from many miles around. It was
near fourscore years ago that “the voice of one crying
in the wilderness” first began to be heard in Clermont,
into which poured preachers on the circuit ; and they were
men who had not graduated with the honors of their class
at a fashionable divinity school. They were as guiltless of
original Greek as they claimed it was possible to become
of original sin, and they came among an honest, impulsive,
uncuitured (in a collegiate sense) people, knowing how to
touch the strings of cvery heart; and the work they did
was gradual, formative, but enduring in its happy results,
as'we find in our excellent churches and Christian families
the fruits of these first futhers’ teachings.

CLEARING THE LANDS. °

To the robust and hardy pioneers of Clermont there was
a certain kind of fascination—a species of romance—about
the clearing of their heavily-timbered lands. Their trials
were .severe, their privations great; but it was a gratifica-
tion to see the lofty trees that had withstood the storms and
fierce howlings of the mighty tempest for hundreds of years
bow before the strong arm of man. It was grand to sece
the heavy volume of smoke roll.up by day, and at night to
watch the curling red flame lighting up the dense, mys-
terious forests. It was hard work, but healthy and exciting,
amid the winter’s snow, to go into the silent woods to draw
the logs to mill and split out rails to build fences. It was
pleasing, year by year, to sec how steadily the ficld of vision
around the old log cabin was enlarged and new prospects
opened, until, at length, the eye could glance over miles of
clearings and behold large, well-filled barns and granarics, a

- comfortable home full of happy and contented boys and

girls, with a loved wife in charge of the domestic dutics,
while the head of the family was wiclding the axe in the
woods or burning brush or log-heaps preparatory to the cul-
tivation of a new field the ensuing season.

FARMING UTENSILS.

The farming implements were few and simple. The axe
was in constant use, and was always kept in good order.
Its inseparable companions were a maul and a few iron
wedges, which were supplemented with others made of
green dogwood, and were much used in making rails. A
wooden mould-board plow; a harrow with iron, and very
often wooden, teeth ; log chains; a wagon and sled ; a eross-
cut saw; a few augers of different sizes and a gimlet ; hose
and grubbing-hoe ; rakes; a flax-brake-and swinging board ;
a couple of flails for thrashing grain, made by fastening to-
gether two pieces of wood with a string of raw hide, con-
stituted the principal outfit. The grain was at first cut with
a sickle or heavy Dutch scythe, at the rate of about an
acre per day ; then came the cradle, and still later the mod-
ern reaper. For thrashing grain, besides the flail, horses
were very often used to tramp it out, being driven round
and round on a circular bed, which was kept in condition
by a man following with a shaking-fork. It was cleaned
first by hand, but later the neighbors combined to purchase
a winnowing-machine for general use, and still later every
faurm was supplied with improved and labor-saving appli-
ances.

DOMESTIC AND WILD ANIMALS.

Nearly every farmer had a team of horses, and some
were supplied with a yoke of oxen, which were preferred
in drawing logs in a clearing and breaking up new ground.
A cow or two was indispensable, and droves of hogs of all
ages, gathering the mast, filled the woods. Sometimes they
were allowed to roam at large such a length of time that
they became wild, and it afforded much sport to hunt them.
A small flock of sheep was of great service to furnish wool
from which the winter clothing was made, and shearing-
time was looked upon as a great occasion by the farmers’
sons, who enjoyed the sport of washing the sheep in the
creek a few days beforehand. Geese were kept principally
for their feathers, as a feather-bed in an open cabin was a
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great luxufy in a winter's night. A great variety of dogs
abounded, sometimes as many as six claiming the same
master and having a common kennel under the cabin-floor.
To protect the sheep and cattle from the wolves which
prowled about, the settlers were compelled to ¢ corral” them
in a rail pen about the house ; the stealthy and vagrant pests
were afraid to venture near the light of the cabin-fire. The
fowls were often captured by the minx, the opossum, or the
raccoon, while the sheep-folds were sometimes invaded by
hungry dogs, the ravening whelk and the half-starved yel-
low dog alike playing havoc with' the farmers’ flocks, and
incurring the death-penalty, which was bestowed in such
cases if' the enraged settler overtook them.

In some places it was found difficult to raise hogs and
sheep, on account of the wolves, which committed many
mischievous depredations. A reward for their scalps had
the effect of stimulating those who engaged in hunting
them, which formed quite a lucrative business. Many
expedients were resorted to by the hunters to more suc-
cessfully capture their game. Some of them would take
the ovary of a female wolf at a particular time and rub it
on the soles of their boots; then, circling through the
forest where the wolves were most plentiful, the male
wolves would follow- the track of the hunter, who had
secreted himself in some suitable place, and as soon as
they came within reach of his rifle he would dispatch
them.- This method, while very effective in alluring the
wolves, had also the effect of maddening them, and the
utmost caution had to be observed to prevent them from
attacking the bunter. On one occasion, while Charles
Whaits was thus hunting in Williamsburgh township, he
was so closely pursued that he with difficulty reached a
low tree, into the branches of which he sprang, and it was
not until he had killed four of the enraged animals that
they fell back. Many of the first settlers for several years
paid their taxes with the funds they received as bounties
for scalps, paid for their ammuniticn, and laid in a stock
of store-goods besides.

To better elude the watchful eyes of the wild animals,
especially those of the deer and the turkey, hunting-shirts
were colored to suit the season. In the fall the shirt most
resembled dead leaves; in the winter they used a garment
whose color resembled the bark of trees; and when snow
was on the ground they frequently drew on a white shirt
over their other garments. Many of the most noted
hunters of Clermont County are named in the chapter
pertaining to the proccedings of the county commissioners.

PIONEER MILLS.

It is curious to follow in the track of the early settle-
ment of a country and notice how it advances,—feeble in
the beginning, as a child in the cradle, but time and care
develops the maturity of manhood; so, at first, the early
settler had to grind his corn by pounding it in 2 mortar,
or hominy-block, as it was called, which was made by
burping a hole into the end of a block of wood. He
pounded it in these mortars with a pestle, which was made
by driving an iron wedge into a stick of suitable size.
After the corn was sufficiently pounded it was sieved, and
the finer portion thereof taken for meal to make bread and

8

mush, and the coarser part boiled for hominy. Next came
the hand-mill, and for this convenience most of the settlers
had to go miles through the woods to some neighbor who
was able to furnish himself with such an. article.

William and John Brown, who came from Kentucky
and settled about a mile north of Bethel, brought with
them oue of these hand-mills, which they and their neigh-
bors used until something better could be had. It was one
of the first in Clermont, and was made of some hard stone,
—perhaps limestone only. The bed-stone was fastened in
a frame about three feet high, and was dressed after the
manner of mill-stones, with furrows, the runner or top-
stone being kept in its place by a rim, and a stick let into
a hole in one edge gave the handle, by which it was seized
and forced around upon the nether-stone, with the grains
of corn between them, and thus ground into meal. One
strong man could grind very well, and two persons could
make it perform with ease. .

Next came the  sweep horse-mill,”—a great improvement
upon the mortar and the hand-mill, its two predecessors,—
and soon every considerable neighborhood had its ¢ horse-
mill.” They have all gone out of use, and hence we will
describe them : A large square frame, say forty feet square,
was erected of pretty stout timbers, sometimes the posts let
into the ground two or three feet, with plates framed into
them to support the roof and well braced. In the centre a
driving-wheel was placed, with a large shdft passing through
it having an iron gudgeon or pinion at each end, the lower
end set in a block firmly planted below, and the upper one
secured by a framework overhead. So this shaft stood
perfectly upright, and the wheel branching out from it by
arms mortised into it, and extended about eight or ten;
or even twelve, feet from the shaft, thus giving the driving-
wheel a diameter of twenty to twenty-four feet. On the
outer edge or rim of this wheel were cogs, set sometimes
on the top, sometimes below, and not unfrequently in the
front or tread of the wheel, as we say of a wagon-wheel,
just to suit the plan of the mill. From this shaft, at about
two and a half feet from the ground, projected two long
levers, as long as the building would admit, and at the outer
end of these levers was a place for hitching a span of
horses; and when in motion the horses would deseribe a
circle of about forty feet diameter, being about the full ea-
pacity of the building or shed. The wheel, thus moved by
the horses, worked its teeth or cogs into another wheel;
and so by other wheels, properly arranged, the power finally
reached the runner-stone and performed the grinding pro-
cess. Another building, adjoining the shed, was constructed
for the mill, and was large or small as the wants of the
business required. Being all under cover, the milling could
be done comfortably in all kinds of weather, and two teams,
one to each lever,—or sweep, as they were called,~would
give abundant power and enable the miller to expedite the
work readily and satisfactorily. Kach person bringing his
grist brought also his team, and generally two would

. splice, as the saying was, and run out their grists in that

way.

Bethel was the centre of an carly and numerous settle-
ment, and the milling-business there required two mills, both
located on Main Street. For the privilege of a ride boys
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would sit upon the end of one of the sweeps, behind the
horses, and drive them through the grinding of a grist.

In those early days everybody drank whisky, and all re-
garded it as a harmless indulgence, except in cases of great
abuse, and these were not matters of any special concern
to any save the unfortunates themselves. Taverns were
plenty, and liquor pretty good and cheap, and the farmers,
by the use of a little copper-distilled whisky while waiting
at the mill for their turns, could make the time pass off
pleasantly and rapidly. Sometimes a song or a story
helped to relieve the tediousness of the waiting, and some-
times a wrestle, a foot-race, jumping, pitching quoits, a game
of checkers, and not unfrequently a regular old-fashioned
fight, added to the interest of the occasion. At night a
fire would be kindled in a sheltered place, and, sitting
around it, smoking, chewing tobacco, and drinking, would
cluster all who were waiting their turns. Then was the
time for the telling of marvelous stories of bears, wolves,
and panthers,—how they depredated on the stock of the
farmers ; how the farmer hunted them in great peril, run-
ning them up trees, into caves, thickets, finally overhauling
them with dogs, and then the fight, escape, or death.
Many a little boy would sit and listen to those wonderful,
and to him terrible, stories, night after night, until his
brain would be so full of them that he was afraid to go
home, expecting a panther or a bear to come upon him
at every step he had to take, and which, when he did go,
was taken at high speed, and his dreams, of course, would
be full of the same awful stories the rest of the night. The
mother of such a boy could not see, of course, what should
interest him at the wmill, with a parcel of old men, to stay
till late at night, as was often the case, and would threaten
him with severe correction, or, what was more alarming, to
inform his father; but still a bear-story or a wolf-hunt was
_ too much of a charm for the average pioneer boy to lose
through fear of corporeal chastisement.

The sweep horse-mill gave way to the tread-wheel, which
is still in use,—mot so much for grinding as for carding
wool. The water-courses not affording reliable water-
power for all seasons of the year, steam has become the
great agent in moving machinery for all purposes. Such
is the progress made in Clermont in eighty years: from the
old mortar to the hand; then horse-sweep; then tread-
mill ; then the water-mills on the little streams; and now
the fine steam-mills in full operation all over the county.

STORES.

The first stores were not in brick, stone, or iron-front
buildings, as stern history tells us they were in log houses
and had a rough bench counter, on each end of ‘which it
was the common practice to set a decanter or bottle of
whisky for customers to help themselves gratuitously to
liberalize their minds and enable them to purchase advan-
tageously.

Flour could not, for several years, be obtained nearer than
Cincinnati, or Washington, Ky., and other goods were very
Ligh, and none but the commonest kind were brought into
the county. Tea retailed at from two to three dollars per
pound ; coffee, seventy-five cents; salt, four and five dollars
per bushel ; the coarsest calicoes were one dollar a yard;

whisky, from one to two dollars a gallon, and as much of
the latter was sold as of all other articles. Spices and pepper
were worth a dollar per pound; domestic shirtings, sixty-
two and one-half cents per yard ; brown sugar, from twenty-
five to thirty cents per pound; loaf sugar, from forty to
fifty ; butter, twenty-five; corn, a dollar a bushel; and, as
to wheat, there was scarcely a price known for three years,
till the completion of the mill at Lytlestown (Williams-
burgh).

There was no market for several years, beyond the wants
of the settlers, which were sufficient to swallow up all the
surplus products of the farmer ; but when such an outlet was
found, it was through the Ohio River by keel-boats to the
Southern States. From 1825 to 1830 there were opened
many large stores all over the county, doing a large business ;
and, glancing over a daily journal (day-book) of the business
done, we get and present a view of the markets, customs, and

" exchange of that period in Williamsburgh : Wool-cards were

in good and frequent demand at sixty-two and a half cents
apiece. Then the nimble fingers of winsorue lasses handled
those more "zealously than do their granddaughters their
piano, organ, or guitar., Stern necessity, not frivolous
fashion, dictated the exercise, for their calicoes, of not over-
neat patterns, closed scarce at thirty-seven and a half cents
a yard, while butter ruled from five and a quarter to eight
cents per pound ; so that a gown of one was a fair exchange
for forty or fifty pounds of the other. Honey was preserved
in half-gallon jars, at twenty-five cents each. Powder, at
fifty cents a pound, and lead, at twelve and a half, were in
constant demand, for your hunter of that day was a great
executioner of the denizens of the forest. Young spend-
thrifts were curbed in extravagance by the ruinous rates of
twelve and a half cents per hundred for cigars. Shirting that
was neither white nor fine was firm at eighteen and three-
quarters cents per yard, and washings were cleared with in-
digo at twenty-five cents per ounce. Our ancestors of that
day draok their coffee at twenty-five to twenty-eight cents
per- pound, and occasionally sipped tea at one dollar and
fifty cents, and chewed tobacco unceasingly at twelve and a
half cents per pound. Their pepper cost them fifty cents a
pound, and their salt one dollar and a half per bushel.
Corn sold for twenty cents, oats twenty-five, and potatoes
fifty cents a bushel, while nails were twelve and a half and
iron eight cents per pound. The girls, for one momentous
occasion in life, deemed two hundred and forty-six eggs a
fair barter for one pair of white cotton stockings,—an ex-
travagance as reckless as their simplicity was admirable.
Very frequent charges, such as ¢ Dr.” to cash loaned six
and one-quarter cents, “ Dr.” to cash loaned twelve and one-
half or eighteen and three-quarters, and sometimes as much
as thirty-seven and one-half cents, teach us that even then
there was a stringency in the money circulation. And,
alas for human credit! not all these charges are balanced.
One item that commands attention, if not respect, is * Cr.
by twelve hundred gallons of whisky, at twelve and one-
half cents per gallon,” and the same book shows where it
went, and more too. The exceptions are rare when in a bill
of goods the item “ Dr, to whisky” does not occur. Nor
was the vender without his profit, for the charges on sales
arc at the rate of twelve and one half cents per quart (the
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same bought at that figure per gallon), and seems to have
been the one thing needful. Often the item stands, like
Napoleon, ¢ solitary and alone,” but generally it heads the
list, proving that it was first in war, first in peace, and first
in the mouths of our countrymen. The demand appears to
have been regular, subject to occasional violent expansions,
‘which we fairly presume to have been caused by the exi-
gencies of harvest, log-rollings, house-raisings, corn-husk-
ings, sheep-shearings, and (there is no disputing the fact:
the day-book shows it) quiltings :
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is a fair specimen of hundreds of similar entries.

The effects in the town where the store was kept (Wil-
liamsburgh, now the banner temperance town of Clermont)
were obvious, and it is idle to deny them. No wonder that
we have momentarily to rescue from oblivion the fate of a
little girl in that town,—a tender little girl whose mar{gled
form and crushed and broken bones long since mouldered
away in a forgotten grave, whither she was sent by a father’s
drunken frenzy ; nor need we feel surprised that the jury
‘gave the wretch an acquittal, for drunkenness was very
common, and “a fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind.”

The day-book and journal from whose pages we have
gleaned is quite as noteworthy in what isnot shown. Silks
have no notice, the perfumes and powders of the modern
toilet are not mentioned, and embroideries were absent, as
our grandmothers won their suitors without such surrep-
titious aid.  * Our best respeets to thee, Old Ledger, with
thy faded letters and yellowed leaves! for we feel that thou
hast taught us a lesson ; and, however much men may sigh
for the ¢ good days of old,” we know for a truth that our
farms are better tilled, and our homes are better filled ; but
that our wives are better willed stands for argument.” *

The old village store was a grand theatre in which to
study human nature, for there centred the voluminous
¢ chimney-corner law,” expounded by the solemn but con-
stitutionally lazy wiseacres who loafed and talked, discussed
politics and gossip, and attended to everybody’s business and
affairs but their own. The heads of many barrels have
been worn through by the everlasting sitting of these per-
severing gentry, who wore out the patience of the good
storekeeper, his custowmers, and the underpinning of their
trousers in solving great constitutional questions of govern-
ment or finance and tariff, and in retailing the faults and
foibles of people *the latchets of whose shoes they were
unworthy to unloose.”

TAVERNS.

The first hotels in the county were quaint hostelries,
generally double log cabins, called taverns, and kept by
generous-hearted landlords and presided over in the culi-
nary department by the best cooks in the country, the
landlord’s wife, a tidy woman who kept every nook and
corner of the rustic inn in perfect order, and with her own
hands prepared all the viands for the table. The first was
opened in Williamsburgh ; then at Bethel; near Batavia;
then at Milford ; then at New Richmond; then at Point

# Prof. Byron Williams.

Pleasant ; and then at Felicity. They had to pay annually a
license-fund into the county treasury, regulated according to
their rank and business; and the landlords in those days
were notable personages and men of consequence, distin- |
guished for their good cheer and ability t tell a good story,
and, in short, knew how to keep a hotel. The taverns then
all had a “ bar,” and the signs read ¢ entertainment for man
and beast,” and not unfrequently the entertainment of the
bar was so good and extensive that the former was turned
into the latter. As the roads were bad,—hardly roads, but
“traces” and *blazed ways,”—most of the traveling was
done on horseback, and even the judges and the lawyers
traveled thus from county to county, and at these old-time
taverns many a spree occurred and great were the yarns
told by those collected in after a long day’s ride, fording
crecks and swamp-lands.

MUSTERS.

Many of our readers will remember the musterings under
the old system that prevailed in Ohio, the township train-
ings, and the general musters by counties or military dis-
tricts, and what screaming farces they were in a military
sense. They were great days for the captains, majors,
colonels, and brigadiers who had never smelled powder and
were barely versed in the manual of arms to give orders
and perform the simplest evélutions. It was a big sight to

" see, though, when a multitude of farmers and boys assem-
bled in a big meadow, some barefooted, some in tow breeches
and straw hats, some with old flint-lock muskets and
smooth-bore rifles or shot-guns, and some with hoe-handles
or sticks, cut in the most convenient patch of woods, going
through the evolutions and marching and countermarching
about the field. But the greatest sight was when a hollow
square was formed, and the gauntleted brigadier, with vast
and shining epaulets and chapeau with_ plumes a foot long,
rude haughtily and stately in to harangue the men on their
duties before dismissing them. - The picture of one of these
gorgeously gotten-up brigadiers is photographed in the
memories of thousands as the most impressive and ponder-
ous military figure they ever saw or ever will see.

APPRENTICES.

In olden times it was the custom to bind out by letters
of indenture such boys or young men as desired, or their
parents or guardians wished to learn some trade or oceupa-
tion. Then, in order to be a good workman or mechanie
in any department of industry, one had to serve a term of

" years, and the result was thé country had No. 1 workmen
and men of good character. It was not considered de-
grading to be thus bound out or to thus be apprenticed to -
a master, and many of the best men in after-years were,
when boys, indentured to some one to learn their trade by
serving a long period as an apprentice. Sometimes a boy
would be apprenticed to learn the art and mystery of -farm-
ing or husbandry for a term (depending on his age when
he began) of ten, twelve, or fourteen years, and the articles
of indenture would stipulate *that his said master he
should faithfully serve, his lawful commands everywhere
readily obey, and should not absent himself from his said
master's service without leave. And further, that he would
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not play at cards, dice, or other unlawful games, and should
not waste his master’s goods, neither commit fornication or
intermarry during his apprenticeship.” Then, on his part,
the master agreed in solemn instrument, under seal, that
“ he would furnish his apprentice good and sufficient meat,
drink, lodging, and clothes, and that he would teach, or
cause him to be taught,.the art of husbandry, and also to
read, write, and cipher so far and quite through what in
arithmetic was commonly called The Single Rule of Three.”
And often the master agreed to give the apprentice, on his
arrival at his majority (twenty-one years of age), a certain
amount of land by a deed of general warranty, and invari-
ably it was one of the terms in the original stipulation to
give him, at the termination of his apprenticeship, a good
suit of clothes, a saddle, or a horse. Frequently the agree-
ment called for the master to train the apprentice in habits
of obedience, industry, and morality, and at the close of
service give him two good suits of wearing-apparel,—one
of which should be suitable for Sundays and the other for
working-days,—and also a new Bible.

It was very common, up to the year 1840, to bind out
boys to learn the trades of blacksmithing, carpentering,
boot-and-shoe making, and other branches of industry so
honorable and necessary in all countries, and particularly in
our land. In the articles of indenture to a carpenter the
apprentice agreed, or it was stipulated by his parent or
guardian for him, “to learn the trade, art, mystery, or oc-
cupation of a house carpenter and joiner, and to dwell with
and serve his said master in all such lawful business as he
should be put to the best of his abilities and powers.” The
master in turn agreed to teach and instruct him, or cause
the same to be done, in all the arts and mysteries of the
oceupation to which he had been bound, “and to furnish
him with meat, drink, washing, lodging, and apparel for
summer and winter, and all other necessaries proper and
convenient for such apprentice during the term of his ap-
prenticeship, and when he arrived at twenty-one give him
two suits of wearing apparel, one of which should be new, one
hand-saw, one hammer, one jack-plane, one fore-plane, one
smoothing-plane, and a new Bible,”—a book all received
when they had finished their trades and started out in life.

OLD WILLS.

No better index can be found to the tone and culture of
a country than is discovered in the wills of its dying heads
of families, and the musty volumes of the county and the
antique parchments of the last wills and testaments of the
pioneers show the high religious sentiment that existed in
the early days. They most invariably point to humanity’s

.brightest side, though oceasionally the testator has cut off
a wayward daughter with a shilling or a willful and wicked
son with a dollar, and his curse.

The first wills on record usually begin something like
this:

““In the name of God, amen. I, A. B., being in a sick and low
cordition, but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be to God for his
mercies, calling to mind the mortality of my body, and knowing that
it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my
last. will and testament; and, principally, and first of all, I recom-

mend my soul to the hands of Almighty God that gave it, and my
body I recommend to the carth, to be decently buried in a Christian

manner; and as touching such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased
God to bless me in this life, I give, dismiss, and dispose of the same
in the following manner.”

Then follows the distribution of his real and personal
property. What volumes of sound theology and deep-
hearted piety, of Christian philanthropy and noble man-
hood, are contained in these simple but kind words! Again,
another would begin and continue till the distributing
clauses were reached something like the foregoing, in these
words:

“In the name of the Almighty Father, amen. I, A. B., being very
wedk in body, but in sound mind and memory, and knowing it is
appointed for all men once to die, and being desirous to settle up my
worldly affairs, and thereby be the better prepared to leave this world
when it shall please the Lord to call me from it, do make and publish
this my last will and testament, and desire that it may be received as
such by all whom it may concern. And first, I commit my soul into
the hands of Almighty God, and my body to the earth, to be interred

-in a deeent Christian burial at the diseretion of my executors, here-

inafter named, and so on.”

To perfect the titles and pass the fee, certified copies of
all wills of non-residents of the county who had lands in
its limits had to be admitted to record in the county and
spread upon its records. Hence there are many wills of
old Virginians and Kentuckians recorded to pass the title
to real estate entered by them, at an early date, on land-
warrants issued to them or their fathers for services in the
Revolutionary war in the Virginia line, on the Continental
Establishment. Of these is the curious will of Joseph
Carrington, who entered and owned Carrington’s survey,
No. 631, including the present town of Loveland, made
and signed April 2, 1802, by the testator, in the county of
Cumberland, State of Virginia. In this instrument, Car-
rington willed and directed that his faithful negro woman
¢« Tiller” be emancipated after his death, and that his exec-
utors convey to her, to become her attribute and indefeasible
property, her husband, his (Carrington’s) negro man York,
and her two female children, Betty and Chloe, and, when-
ever it should be her desire, to assist her in the emancipa-
tion of the above York, Betty, and Chloe. Carrington
further devised to her during her natural life one of his
best tracts of land in his home .county, ordered his execu-
tors to pay her £20 Inglish sterling, give her a good
feather-bed, some furniture, a fine bay horse, a saddle and
bridle, three good milch cows, and small cattle to make the
number seven, one good brood-sow, and other hogs to make
the number ten. Then the residue of his slaves—a very
large number—he divided equally among his children.

Samuel J. Cabell, of Nelson Co., Va.,'died, leaving a
will dated June 4, 1818, and a codicil thereto attached of
the Gth of July following. He owned two surveys, each of
eighteen hundred and thirty-three and one-third acres, Nos.
5229 and 5230, in Clermont (Wayne township), Brown,
and Clinton Cos., and which he devised to his daughter,

* Mildred M. Cartwright, and he further ordered his execu-

tors to purchase two male slaves between the ages of eighteen

and twenty-three, and one female slave about the same age,

whom he devised to the aforesaid daughter. The executors

were directed to select sixty-four of his (testator’s) most

valuable slaves, out of which (?) his daughter Paulina was

to have ten ; his daughter Peggy, ten; his daughter Em-
]
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meline, twelve ; the residue of the said sixty-four, as also
all Iis other slaves, were to be equally divided between his
three sons,—George Washington Cabell, Patrick Henry
Cabell, and Samuel J. Cabell, Jr., except that the latter
was to get and have “ Old Simeon,” “Old Tom,” and
“ Old Harry,” over and above the equal division as to the
rest, for which he was to pay a reasonable value.

These two are but slight specimens of many of the
old slave-code wills of men who once owned large posses-
sions in the county., But, thanks to kind Heaven! the
traffic in human flesh is among the things of the past in
our country, now happily relieved of the accursed system
that disgraced our flag and brought our boasted free insti-
tutions into disrepute. '

But the old pioneers—veteran patriarchs and sainted
mothers—are fast passing away. Death is striking them
down one by one like deer from the herd, and soon we
must feel the force of the poet’s beautiful lines:

“Where are the hardy ycomen

Who battled for the land?
* # £ ® E

Oh, know ye where they slumber?
‘No monument appears
For Freedom’s pilgrims to draw nigh
And hallow with their tears; ¢
Or were no works of glory
Done in the olden time?
And has the West no story
Of deathless deeds sublime ?*’

Yes, the everlasting monuments of our sympathies with
the pioneers are reared in our beautiful towns and villages,
our fine farms and cosy residences, our manifold improve-
ments, schools, and churches, secured by their valor and
labors, and we, their descendants, can hardly turn our eyes
without being reminded of the good works of our fore-
fathers, whose strong arms and honest hearts gave us this
rich heritage. Then let us be true to their memory and
transmit to our successors the noble institutions which their
patriotism, endurance, and virtues have given us, and hope,
as one generation passes away and another comes, that each
succeeding one may attain to a higher degree of excellence,
become wiser, better, and happier in all that constitutes a
State, founded on the broad basis of justice, equality, truth,
and virtue.

CHAPTER VIIL

CLERMONT COUNTY FORMED-—-ITS ORIGINAL
AND PRESENT BOUNDARIES, AND SUBDIVIS-
IONS INTO TOWNSHIPS.

IN the present limits of the State of Ohio, part of the
Territory of the Northwest, the first seven counties were
created by the proclamation of Governor St. Clair in the
following chronological order : Washington, July 27, 1788
Hamilton, Jan. 2,1790; Wayne, Aug. 15,1796 ; Adawms,
July 10, 1797 ; Jefferson, July 29, 1797 ; Ross, Auo’ 20,
1798 ; and Tlumbull July 10, 1800.

Up to the early part of the year 1799 all the country
between the Little Miami River and Elk River (Hagle
Creck) was a part of IMamilton County, and called Ander-

son township; but in the latter part of that year it was
divided into two townships, called Washington and Deer-
field, the latter embracing the northern part of the present
county, with the southern portion of Warren County, and
the former including the southern and central parts of all
the territory, now in Clermont and Brown Couaties, be-
tween the Little Miami River and Eagle Creek.

The first Territorial Legislature, consisting of a council of
five, appointed by President John Adam‘s, on March 22,
1799, to wit,—Jacob Burnet and James Findlay, of Cin-
cinnati; Robert Oliver, of Marietta; David Vanee, of
Vanceville, Jefferson Co.; and Henry Vandenburg, of.
Vincennes (Indiana),—and a House of Representatives of
twenty-two members, elected by the people from the coun-
ties of Washington, Hamilton, Wayne, Adams, Jefferson,
and Ross (in Ohio), and Knox St. Clair, and Randolph
(in Indiana), met and organized at Cincinnati on Sept. 27,
1799. This body passed the following act: :

“An Act to establish a new County on the Ohio between the Little
Miami River and Adams County.,

“Secrioy 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives in General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, That from and after the first day of February,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred, so much of the
county of Hamilton as is hereinafter mentioned shall compose & new
county, that is to say: Beginning on the Ohio River at the mouth of
Nine-Mile Creek, otherwise called John’s Creek ; thence running in a
direct line to the mouth of the east fork of the Little Miami River;
thence up the main branch of said Little Miami River until it shall
intersect the line drawn east and west on the north boundary of the
first entire range of townships in the Miami purchase; thence east to
the line of Ross or Adams Counties; thence on the said line or lines
of Ross or Adams Counties to the river Ohio; thence down the said
river Ohio to the place of beginning,—all that of said county con-
tained within the above boundary lines shall be a new county, and
known by the name of Heunry.

¢ SecrioN 2. And be it further enacted, that Richard Allison, Samuel
C. Vance, William Buckhannon, Robert Higgins, Ilezekiah Conn,
Alexander Martin, William Perry, and Peter Light shall be, and are
hereby, appointed commissioners for the purpose of fixing on the most
cligible place in said county of Henry for the permanent seat of jus-
tice; and the said commissioners, or a majority of them, are hereby
authorized to select and point out a place in the said county of Henry
at which the permanent seat of justice shall be established, and to
receive as a gilt, or to contract and purchase of any person or persons,
the quantity of two bundred acres of land, and to cause the same to
be laid oft in town lots; one-half thereof in balf-acre lots, with con-
venient streets, and the other half in lots of two acres, allowing suffi-
cient streets; and the said commissioners, or & majority of them, shall
within three weeks after the laying out of said town convey the same
in fee to the commissioners of the said county of Henry, and their
successors in office, in trust for the use of the said county; and the said
county commissioners shall proceed to sell the said lots for the use of
the county, reserving two acres of ‘the lots as near the centre of the
in-lots as may be, to be conveyed to the justices of the court for the
said county, and their successors in office, for the purpose of erecting

" such public buildings thereon as by the laws of this Territory are di-

rected. And the said county commissioners shall cause the money
arising from the sale of said lots to be paid into the county treasury
for the use of the said county, and the county treasurer shall pay the
original purchase-money of the said two hundred acres of Jand and
the expenses attending the ascertaining the most eligible place afore-
said, with the charges for laying out the said town-lots, and also the
sum of two dollars per day to each of the commissioners herein above
named during their attendance out of the first moneys that shall be
paid into the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

¢ SrerioN 3. And be it further enacted, That the sheriff of the said
county, within four weeks after he receives his appointment, shall give
notice to each of the commissioners of their appointmeunts, and direct
the time the said commissioners shall meet at the temporary place for
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holding their courts, which shall not exceed three weeks from such
notice, to exccute the duties required of them by this law,

“Skcriox 4. And be it further enacted, That until such place for
holding the courts for said county be fixed by the commissioners, the
justices of said county are hereby authorized to hold their respective
courts at Denhan’s Town, within the said county. )

“SecrioN 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for
the sheriff of the aforesaid county of Ilamilton to collect and make dis-
tress for any taxes, forfeitures, public dues, or officers’ fees for which
the inhabitants of the said county of Henry, or any other person or
persons holding property in the said county, are liable, and which
shall remain unpaid at the time this act shall take effect, in like man-
ner as if this act had not been made.

“8rcrioy 6. And be it further enacted, That the courts of the afore-
snid county of Hamilton shall have jurisdiction in all actions and
suits in Jaw which shall be depending therein on the said first day of
February, and shall try and determine the same, issue process, and
award execution théreon, ’

“SkctioN 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of
the county commissioners of the said county of Henry, at the first
meeting next after their appointments, to levy and cause to be col-
leeted, in the same manner as other county rates are levied and col-
lected, a sum of money not less than one thousand dollars, nor more
than two thousand dollars, and sufficient to build a substantial county
jail containing two commodious il.pnrtmcnts at least; and the said
counnissioners are hereby directed to cause the said jail to be erected
and completed at the permanent seat of justice in the said county of
Henry within the term of two years next after the passing of this act.

“ Epwarp Tirrix,
“ Speaker of the House of Representatives.

“ . VANDERBURGH, President of the Council.”

The above act was lately discovered among the papers of
Governor St. Clair, and is not printed in any of the early
annual volumes of laws or other published archives or an-
pals of Ohio. It ‘never became a law, but the present
county of Clermont had a narrow escape from being called
Henry, and Denhamstown (now Bethel) came very near
becoming the shiretown.

The first session of the territorial Legislature passed
thirty bills, but the Governor wvetoed eleven of them, of
which six were for the erection of new counties, including
Henry, and these acts he did not return to the Legislature,
because, as he suid in his speech of Deec. 19, 1799, pro-
roguing and terminating their session, the two houses were
under no obligation to consider the reasons on which his
vetoes were founded; and, at any rate, as his negatives
were unqualified, the only effect of such a return would be
to bring on a vexatious and probably fruitless altercation
between the legislative body and the executive. The eleven
vetoed bills were disapproved for various reasons, but
mainly because the Governor, St. Clair, a stern old Federal-
ist, claimed that the power exercised in enacting them, and
particularly those relating to the creation of new counties,
was vested by the ordinance of 1787, not in the Legisla-
ture, but in himself; hence he pocketed and retained every
act that he considered as infringing upon his authority, and
those he did approve were grudgingly signed, and thus a
running war was kept up by the Governor and legislvators
till the fifty-fifth day of the session, when the arbitrary
executive dismissed them in high dudgeon, and Henry
County existed only as a vetoed law, stuck away among
the rubbish of the dingy gubernatorial office.

On Dee. 6, 1800, Governor St. Clair created by proc-
lamation the county of Clermont, the name taken from
the Department of Clermont, in France, and derived from

two French words originally signifying “a clear mountain,”
with the following boundaries :

¢ Beginning at the mouth of Nine-Mile, or Muddy, Creck, where it
dischargesitself into the Ohio, and running from thence with a straight
line to the mouth of the cast branch of the Little Mianmi River; thence
with the Little Miami River to the mouth of O’Bannon’s Creek ; thence
with a due cast line until it shall intersect a line drawn due north
from the mouth of Elk River, or Eagle Creek; thence with that line
south to the mouth of said Elk River or Eagle Creek ; and from thence
with the Ohio to the place of beginning.”

After Clermont only two counties were created by proc-
lamation under the territorial government,—to wit, Fairfield,
Dee. 9, 1800, and Belmont, Sept. 7, 1801,—and Scioto
was the first one erected under the State organization,—
to wit, March 24, 1803.

The first court of the justices of General Quarter Ses-
sions, held at Williamsburgh, Feb. 25, 1801, fixed on that
town as the temporary scat of justice, which so remained
till the Second General Assembly of Ohio, at Chillicothe,
oun Feb. 18, 1804, passed an act providing for the fixing
of the permanent seat of justice in Clermont ; under which
law William Puatton, Isaac Davis, and Nathan Reeves, all
of Ross County, were appointed commissioners to choose
and designate the place, and who reported against its re-
moval to Bethel and in favor of its being permanently
located where it was. An act of the territorial Legislature,
approved Jan. 23, 1802, provided that the boundary-line
between the counties of Adams and Ross, west of the
Scioto River, the dividing-line between Clermont and
Adams, the one between Clermont and Ross, so much of
the dividing-lines between Hamilton and Clermont as lies
between the Ohio River and the mouth of the east fork of
the Little Miami, and the division-line between Ross and
Hanilton, should be ascertained by the surveyors of the
said counties, with the proviso that the line commencing
at the mouth of Kagle Creck, between Clermont and
Adams, should be run and completed before the 1st of
May following, as the inhabitants of the new county of
Clermont were anxious to know as speedily as possible the
exact castern limits of their county. )

The Justices’ Court of General Quarter Sessions, at its
first term, Feb. 25, 1801, divided the new county of
Clermout into five townships,— Williamsburgh, Ohio, Wash-
ington, Obannon (a year or so later changed to Miami),
and Pleasant (now in Brown),—but the records of the
court preserved fail to give the boundaries of said town-
ships.

At the regular session of the commissioners (Amos Ellis,
Amos Smith, and George Conrad), on June 12, 1805, a
petition of sundry inhabitants of Williamsburgh and Ohio
townships was presented and read, praying for the erection
of a new township, to be composed of a part of each of
said townships, which was laid over for further considera-
tion until next meeting. At their next session, on August
5th, the board ordered said new township of Zute to be
laid off and created agrecably to the boundaries preseribed
and filed (which cannot be found), and which were ordered
to be recorded, but were not. Roger W. Waring, for him-
self and others of that part of Williamsburgh township
which remained, gave notice that he would file a bill of
exceptions and take an appeal to the board’s act in estab-
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lishing this new township; but the fiat had been issued,
and from that day henceforth Tate was a sovereignty by
itself and an integral part of the Clermont body politic.

June 2, 1807, the journal of the commissioners shows
that a petition of a number of inhabitants of the east end
of Washington township was presented, praging to be set
off as a new township; and the same being thought reason-
able the prayer was granted, to extend from the east end
of Washington township as far down as Bullskin Creek or
the Denhamstown road, said township to be recorded and
known by the name of Lewis (now in Brown County).

Clark township (now in Brown County) was created by
the commissioners, Oct. 18, 1808, with the following boun-
daries :

¢ Beginning where the State road from Denhamstown to West
Union crosses Whiteonk; thence running with the State road to
Adams county-line; thence north with said line to Highland County ;
thence west with snid county-line to the corner of Highland, and con-
tinuing west so far as to include Aaron Leonard and Moses Moss;
thenee south to Lewis township-lino; thence with the same to the
place of beginning.”

On Feb. 18, 1805, the Legislature passed an act that all
that part of Clermont, Adams, and Ross, with the following
boundaries, be laid off and erected into a separate county,
to be known by the name of Highland, to wit:

“ Beginnil.igl at the twenty-mile tree, in the line between Clermont
and Adams Counties, which is run nporth from the mouth of Eagle
Creek, on the Ohio River, and running thence east twelve miles;

thence northeastwardly until it intersects the line which was run be-
tween the counties of Ross and Scioto and Adams, at the eighteen-

mile trée from the Scioto River; thence northwardly to the mouth of

Rocky Fork of Paint Creck ; thence up main Paint Creek, by the bed
thereof, including John Watt’s survey of one thousand acres, on which
the town of Greenfield is situate, to the south line of Franklin County;
thence with the said line west to the east line of Greene County;
thence with said line south to the southeast corner of said county ;
thence with the south line thereof west to the northeast corner of Cler-
mont County, and from the beginning west to the north fork of
Whiteoak Creck; thence north to the south line of Warren County;
thence with said line east to the corner between Clermont and Warren
Counties.”

Dee..4, 1811, a petition of a number of inhabitants of
Olio township was presented to the commissioners of Cler-
mont County, praying for a new township, to be established
agreeable to the following bounds, to wit:

“ Beginning at the east fork, at the corner of Tate township ; thence
with the line of Tate township until it mects the State road leading
from West Union to the mouth of Clough Creek; thence with that

road until it meets the county-line; thence with the county-line to
the east fork; thence up the east fork to the beginning.”

The board laid off and established the foregoing bounds
into a new township, to be known by the name of Union,
with the following changes in the boundaries:

“The said new township of Union to extend and border upon the
south side of the State road from Tate township-line to Daniel Kir-

gan’s; thence to border upon the north side of said road to the
county-line.”

Whereas a number of the inhabitants of the settlement
of Stonelick Creeck had filed a petition praying to be set
apart into a separate township, the commissioners, on March
4, 1812, set apart the following boundaries into a new
township, to be known as Stonelick, to wit:

“ Beginning at the mouth of Dry Run, in Miami, on the east fork;

" son’s road;

thence northerly so as just to include Lewis Coddle to the county-
line; thence east with said line to Highland county-line; thence
south with said line to the State road, known by the name of Ander-
thence with the said road to where the Xenia road
crosses; thence a straight course to the mouth of Whetstone’s Run,
on the east fork ; thence down the same to the place of beginning.”

But on April 13th following the line between Williams-
burgh and Stonelick was changed by making the line of
Stonelick * begin on the east fork, at the mouth of Kill-
breath’s Run, near Dimmitt's Ford ; thence running north-
erly so as to strike John Long, Christian Long, and Joseph
Brunk (and including them); thence a. straight line to
where the Xenia road crosses the Anderson State road.”

Oua Sept. 5, 1815, Batavia township was created by the
commissioners with the following boundaries:

““ Beginning at the mouth of Slab Camp Run, where it empties into
the east fork; thence up the run one mile northerly to intersect the
road leading from Williamsburgh to Cincinnati, near the house of
Daniel Kidd; from thence northerly to John Davidson’s farm ; thence
the same course to the first branch of the waters of Lick Runj;
thence down the same to the mouth thereof; thence crossing the east
fork ; thence down the bank of said fork to David Dimmitt’s lower
ford of said fork ; thence along the lower edge of the river-hill of the
fork to Townsley’s Mill-road ; thence along said road, leading towards
Daniel Kirgan’s, leaving the road to the northeast corner of John
Brazier’s land ; thence to a place known by the name of Nash's cross-
road; thence on the road leading to Denhamstown to Tate township-
line; thence down the line of Tate township to the east fork; thence
up the creek, and cressing the same opposite to the mouth of Slab
Camp Run to the place of beginning.”

On June 6, 1815, the township of Perry (now in Brown)
was established by the commissioners, with following boun-
daries:

“Beginning on Clermont county-line at the corner of Warren and
Clinton Counties; thence a straight course to Samuel Ashton’s old
place, on Anderson’s State road; thence east by south to the line be-
tween Clermont and Iighland Countics; thence north with Clermont
county-line to Clinton county-line; thence with Clermont and Clinton
countics-line to the place of beginning.”

On Dee. 27, 1817, Clermont lost the townships of
Pleasant, Lewis, Clark, and Perry by the legislative act
passed that day creating Brown County, and which pro-
vided that so much of the counties of Clermont and Adams
as comes within the following limits should be and was
erected into a separate and distinet county, to be known by
the name of Brown (after the gal].mb officer of the war of
1812), to wit:

¢ Beginning at a point eight miles due west from the court-house,
in the town of West Union, in Adams; thence running due north to
Highland county-line; thence west with Highland county-line to
Clermont county-line; thence north avith Clermont county-.line to
Clinton county-linc; thence west with Clinton county-line so far that
a line running south will strike the Ohio River two miles ahove the
mouth of Bullskin Creck; thence up the Ohio River and with the
same so far that a line running due north will intersect the point of
beginning.”

The courts were ordered to be held at the house of Alex-
ander Campbell, in Ripley, until the permanent seat of jus-
tice was located, and which not long afterwards (Jan. 19,
1821) was fixed at Greorgetown.

May 5, 1818, Franklin township was established by the
commissioners, in response to a petition signed by citizens
of the fractional part of Lewis and the upper part of Wash-
ington township, the boundaries of which were as follows:
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“Beginning at the upper corner of Clermont County, two miles
above the mouth of Bullskin Creek, on the Ohio River; thence with
the county-line between Clermont and Brown to the original line of
Lewis township ; thence westwardly with the line of Tate township
to where the State road crosses Indian Creek, about eight poles south
of Willinm Winter’s; thence with the line of Washington township
two miles; thence in a dircetion that will strike the Ohio River
twenty poles below the house where Dr. R. W. Hale now resides;
thence with the meanders of the Ohio River to the Brown county-
line.”

March 15, 1819, Wayne township was created, on the
application by petition of a number of inhabitants of the
southeast part of Stonelick township, with the following
boundaries :

“ Beginning at the crossing of the Xenia and Anderson State road;
thence crossing the road leading from the mouth to the head of Stone-
lick at a bridge next above the farm of William Cowan; thence to
the line between Miami and Stonelick townships where the same
crosses the Indian Camp Run.”

It was ordered that the electors of said new township of
Wayne hold at the house of Joseph Smith their first elec-
tion for township officers on the first Monday in April
following. Next day, March 16, 1819, Goshen township
was organized and established, on the petition of a num-
ber of citizens of the northeastern part of Miami, with
these boundaries: -

“Beginning at the county-line, northwest of Joshua Cox’s; thence
along the northeastern side of the road leading from Lebanon to
Willinmsburgh to within one mile of Jesse Smith’s, on the road afore-
said ; thence crossing the said road to the southern side; thence along
the southern side of said road to the line between Miami and Stone-
lick townships; thence with the line of Stonelick to the county-line;
thence with the county-line to the beginning.”

Monroe township was created June 9, 1825, with the
following bouundaries (petitioned for by citizens of Ohio
and Washington townships) :

“Beginning at the corner of Ohio township, near Jacob Ulrey’s;
thence south ten degrees east till it intersects or strikes the Tate
township-line, one hundred and ten poles from Peter MeClain; thence
south forty-four degrees west to the mouth of Little Indian Creck;
thence with the Ohio River to the mouth of Boat Run; thence north
twenty-eight degrees cast until it strikes the State road from Cincin-
nati to Bethel ; thence with said road to the beginning.

On June 3, 1834, the commissioners, having had under
consideration the petition of IEbenezer Hadley and other
citizens of Wayne, Williamsburgh, and Stonclick townships
for the erection of a new township, found it to be to the
public interest to erect one, which they did, and called it
Juckson, with the following boundaries :

“ Beginning at the point where the line dividing the counties of
Brown and Clermont crosses the Anderson State road; thence south
und with said line to Four-Mile Run, near the farm of James Waits;
thence a westwardly course to Isaxc Hartwan’s saw-mill, on the east
fork; thence a straight westwardly course to John Bridge’s old place,
on the Deerfield road ; thence north and with said road, or Batavia
township-line, to Stonelick township-line; thence northeastwardly
and with Stonelick township-line to the new county road running
- from the cross-roads to Obadiah Ireton’s; thence to the Anderson

State road, at the furm of James Barr; thence a northeastwardly
. courze, including said Barr, Schobard Willis, and Arthur Clark, to
the line dividing Stonelick and Wayne townships, near Frederick
Everhart’s; thence northwest and with said line one mile; thence an
easterly course to the line dividing the counties of Brown and Cler-
mont, three miles north of the Anderson State road; thence south
and with said line to the place of beginning; to contain the legal
quantity of square miles, and so as to leave John Marsh and John
Needhan in Stonelick township.” -

On Dee. 8, 1852, the board of county commissioners
took up and counsidered the petition of J. C. Smith and
others for the division of Ohio township into two town-
ships, and it was thercupon ordered that said Ohio town-
ship be divided according to the prayer of the petitioners,
to wit:

‘“ Beginning at the mouth of Twelve-Mile Creck, and running with
the meanders of said creek to the Monroe township-line ; thence with
said line to the Ohjo turnpike; the division or township in which the
town of New Richmond is situated to be known and designated by
the name of Ohio township, and the other division or township to be
called Pierce township, in honor of Franklin Pierce, President-elect
of the United States.”

The boundary-line between Hamilton and Clermont
Counties was run again in 1858 and permanently settled,
and since then the lineg dividing Clermont from Warren,
Clinton, and Brown have been run and more accurately
determined and fixed than before. The line between Cler-
mont and Hamilton begins at a stake on the bank of the
Little Miami River and opposite the mouth of the east
fork ; thence on a bearing of south two degrees thirty-
three minutes west by the magnetic needle course, and in
a straight line to the mouth of Nine-Mile Creek, where it
empties into the Ohio River, said Nine-Mile Creek being
called in the earliest days John's or Muddy Creek. This
line is exactly nine miles in distance. -

CHAPTER IX.

THE COUNTY BUILDINGS, PAST AND PRESENT—
COURT-HOUSES—JAILS AND INFIRMARIES—-THE
THREE SITES OF THE COUNTY-SEAT—THE AN-
CIENT WHIPPING-POST, INCLUDING MANY IN-
TERESTING FACTS IN THEIR HISTORY, WITH
NAMES OF PERSONS JUDICIALLY FLOGGED.

Tug Court of General Quarter Sessions made Williams-
burgh the county-seat in 1801, on the fourth Tuesday of
February, by entering into an agreement with Thomas
Morris, whereby he agreed to furnish the court with a con-
venient house, tables, benches, fuel, ete., for the purpose of
holding court, for the term of four years, at twenty dollars
per year. Mr. Morris kept a log hotel, adjoining which
was another log building, which was the jail, and adjoining
it still another log building, which was the court-house, and
the first in the county, and one in which many men who
afterwards sat in Congress, on the State Supreme bench,
and on the Supreme Court bench of the United States
pleaded cases before the frontier juries, and discussed law
with Quarter Session justices fresh from the clearings and
newly-opened fields of their pioneer homes.

The man who owned the log hotel and kept it, who rented
to the new county of Clermont a log jail and a log court-
house, in six years’ time was on the Supreme bench of Ohio,
and in less than a third of a century was in the United
States Senate, the idol and the stay of thousands—soon to.
be millions—of hearts looking to the overthrow of that
accursed system that kept three millions of human beings
in bondage. John McLean spoke as well in the log court-
house of Clermont in 1803 as he did when announcing
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decisions in the Supreme Court of the land at Washington
City twenty-seven years later, and Jacob Burnet pleaded
the case in that old and diminutive log court-house, in 1801,
of the poor squatter with as much warmth .as when he
spoke for his country in the United States Senate or deliv-
ered his able judicial opinions from the Supreme Court of
Ohio but a few years later.

The old log jail contained no desperate criminals,—occa-
sionally a horse-thief,—but it and its prison-bounds often
held many a poor unfortunate debtor, and one of these was
technically its owner,—Thomas Morris,—there for a brief
period till released by a supersedeas from the General Terri-
torial Court.

The Second General Assembly of Qhio passed an act on
Feb. 18, 1804, providing for fixing the permanent seat of
justice in the town of Williamsburgh, and then the county
authorities and the good people of that town began to be-
stir themselves about the erection of the necessary buildings
for holding courts, transacting the public business, and exe-
cuting the laws of the State by having suitable prison
accommodations for unlucky offenders of the law’s stern
decrees. The contract with Thomas Morris, in February,
1801, for use of a room for court-house having expired, the
county commissioners, on June 12, 1805, entered into
an agreement with Nicholas Sinks, *“ who agreed to furnish
a room with convenient benches, tables, and seats for the
purpose of holding courts in the house that said Nicholas
Sinks resided in, together with a room or rooms for the
grand and petit juries to sit in, and also a room for the
county commissioners to sit in during the time they may be
sitting as such, and to kcep the necessary fires for the com-
fort and convenience of the court and commissioners while
sitting as aforesaid,” all for eight dollars for each term of
court,—that is, twenty-four dollars per year, as the court
and commissioners then sat quarterly.

At the August and September terms of court the year
before, it seems, the associate judges had appropriated at
each of said terms one hundred dollars, under the act of
Feb. 18, 1804, ordering a new court-house, and under
other special laws giving them that -power, and of this
mouey, William Perry (the first sheriff ) got one hundred
dollars in June, 1803, for hauling stone to build a new
court-house ; and John Kain and Archibald McLean got
together the same in November (19), 1804, for same ser-
vices.

On June 12, 1805, the commissioners decided to erect
a court-house, and appropriated a sum not exceeding one
thousand dollars for that purpose, to be paid out of the
taxes of the non-resident land-owners of the county, in
addition to the appropriations, heretofore made by the
court, and to let out the contract at the next meeting of
the board. On Aug. 1, 1805, the board proceeded to sell
out the contract to the lowest bidder, and John Wright
and John Charles were the undertakers thereof as the
lowest bidders, at the sum of fourteen hundred and ninety-
nine dollars, to be paid as follows, to wit: “ One hundred
dollars as soon as the walls of said house are raised one
foot above the ground; and the further sum of one hun-
dred dollars as soon as the walls are raised up to the second
story and the timbers laid thereon ; and the further sum of

9 .

four hundred dollars on the first day of December next,
provided the house is at that time under cover {(or so soon
thereafter as said house shall be under cover); and the
further sum of two hundred dollars to be paid on the first
day of May next; and lastly, the further sum of six hun-
dred and ninety-nine dollars on the first day of January,
which will be in the year eighteen hundred and seven.”
The contractors gave bond in two thousand nine hundred
and ninety-eight dollars to do the work as they agreed, and
the commissioners also gave bond in two thousand dollars
to meet the payments promptly as they fell due.

In August the contractors drew one hundred dollars, and
two hundred dollars in November, and the sum of five hun-
dred dollars in January, 1806, and in June, 1806, two
hundred dollars. In December, 1806, they received three
hundred dollars more; fifty dollars in August, 1807, and
fifty dollars move in September following, and twelve dol-
lars in Scptember, 1808. In February, 1809, they were
paid eighty-seven dollars, the balance due of the fourteen
hundred and ninety-nine dollars, the contract price, but
the commissioners allowed them fifty-seven dollars twenty-
two and a quarter cents for extra work done. The delay
in finishing the court-house—it being nearly four years in
its erection—as occasioned by the lack of funds ard vari-
ous other causes that postponed its completion beyond the
stipulated time. .

It was built on the public square, specially set apart for
that purpose by the original proprietor of that town, Gen.
Wm. Lytle, in his plat and deed of dedication, and in 1858
was taken down to give way to the magnificent school-
edifice that adorns the lot where for fourteen years stood
the old two-story stone court-house as the county’s temple
of justice,—from 1810 to 1824.

The Legislature, on Dee. 27, 1817, passed an act creat-
ing the county of Browu, thus taking away from Clermont
the extensive territory comprised in the then four very
large townships of Pleasant, Clark, Lewis, and Perry, and
leaving Williamsburgh, the shiretown of Clermont, only
about two and a half miles from the boundary-line of the
new county. This led to discussions and propositions for
changing the county-seat from Williamsburgh to some more
central point in the couht.y, as that town, since the organiza-
tion of Brown, laid on the extreme eastern part of the
county, and in the then condition of the roads and bridges
and limited facilities of traveling was very iraccessible to a
larger part of the people of Clermont. But the inhabitants
of Williamsburgh, alive to the interests of their good town,
—the first lnid out in Clermont,—saw the storms encircling
around and about them, and quieted the matter and agita-
tion for a brief period by taking snap judgment in getting
the Seventeenth General Assembly of Ohio to pass the act
of Jan. 28, 1819, providing and fixing the permanent seat
of justice where it was,—in their town. But this did not
settle the place for the shiretown, and led to renewed strife
and agitation, and the Twenty-first General Assembly of
the State, on Jan. 25, 1823, passed a law removing the
county-seat to New Richmond; which.act was obtained
mainly through the influence of Thomas Morris, then a
State senator,—a man of great influence in the Legislature,
and strongly opposed to the interests of Williamsburgh, from
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which town he removed, in 1804, to Bethel. The contest
now became warm and stirred up the whole county, leading
to violent harangues, discussions, and several strect encoun-
ters and affrays.
The law of Jan. 25, 1823, did not, in words, ¢hange the
county-seat from Williamsburgh to New Richmond, though
its effect was to do so, for it appointed three commissioners,
—Anthony Banning, of Mount Vernon, John C. Wright,
of Steubenville, and James Clark, of Wooster (three dis-
tinguished men of the State, but close personal friends of
Thomas Morris, so opposed to Williamsburgh), whose duty
it was to examine so much of the county as would enable
them to determine what place in said county would be most
eligible and best calculated to promote the general interests
of its inhabitauts as a permanent scat of justice, having re-
gard to the present and future population thereof and the
advantage of placing the same as near the centre of said
county as possible, or on the Ohio River. These men came
and went casually over the county, and determined that it
was not contrary to justice to remove the county-seat from
Williamsburgh, and that a removal therefrom would be con-
ducive to Clermont’s best interests, and that, in their opin-
ion, it was not necessary that the boundary-line between
Clermont and Brown should be altered (a step necessary to
be done to keep the county-seat at Williamsburgh), and
that, having good policy and justice in view, they decided
for the permanent seat of justice a point on the public
square easterly of lots 105 and 106, in New Richmond,
where, in great solemnity and amid the hurrahs of the
zood people of that town, they drove and placed a stake as
the proper place, in their opinion, for the centre of the front
of the court-house, and thereupon selected lot 460, in said
town of New Richmond, and near to the court-house, a lot,
as a site for the jail, jailer’s house, and such other buildings
as might be necessary. These three wise men then pro-
ceeded to determine and assess the damages which the sev-
eral owners of lots or buildings in Williamsburgh would
sustain in consequence of the removal of the seat of justice
from their town; in making which assessment, they in-
quired how much the value of the property of such persons
would be reduced by the removal below its cash value, and
did assess and find the said damage to amount to the sum
of six thousand three hundred and sixty-seven dollars and
fifty cents. They also took a bond from John Emerson
and others interested in favor of the New Richmond site,
so selected, with good- and sufficient security in double the
amount said damages assessed, and payable to the county
treasurer, conditioned for the payment of aforesaid damages
in four years. They also took a deed of conveyance from
Thomas Ashburn for said jail lot 460, and one hundred
feet of the avenue, and also one from Jacob Light for other
- parts of thie said public avenue, and likewise a bond from

Thomas Morris and George C. Light for a future convey-
" ance for part of lot 105 to thus complete the title of all of
said avenue in fee-simple to Clermont County. They also
received from Peter Turner and others a bond for erecting
a court-house and jail on ‘the aforesaid sites for a seat of
justiee, or to furnish materials and labor towards public
buildings to the amount of two thousand dollars, at the
eption’ of the county commissioners, and also to provide a

place for holding courts in said county, and for a clerk’s
office free of rent for one year from July 4, 1823. These
three men (honorable and good men though they were)
were the recipients of a perfect storm of indignation from
a vast majority of the people of the county, and which
found vent in the public prints and memorials to the
ensuing Legislature by the bushels.

How the new county buildings progressed at' New Rich-
mond is attested by the proceedings of the county commis-
sioners, at whose session on Nov. 10, 1823, the memorial
of Peter Turner, David Dickinson, Daniel Light, and
James Robb was received, setting forth that they had
complied with their contract for the erection of public
buildings and asking to be discharged from their bond ; but
the commissioners, being satisfied that the parties aforesaid
had not complied with the conditions of their bond in the
cerection of court-house, jail, and public offices of equal
value of those at Williamsburgh, resolved that, inasmuch as
the said parties have not completed the public buildings
aforesaid agreeably to their bond, they cannot with propri-
ety be received at this time.

This backsct to the new county-seat at New Richmond
was soon followed by an act of the Legislature, passed Feb.
24, 1824, making Batavia the shiretown of Clermont, and
where ever since the county-seat has remained. In the
General Assembly that finally settled upon Batavia as the
county-seat, the members from Clermont were Owen T.
Fishback (senator) and William Williams (representative).
The only terms of the Common Pleas Court held at New
Richmond were the August and November terms of 1823,
and the March term of 1824, and the first court held at
Batavia, now the shiretown by legislative enactment, was
a special one of two days, convened May 14, 1824, consist-
ing of Associate Judges Alexander Blair, John Pollpck,
and John Beatty, and which assembled at the Methodist
Episcopal church (the old stone structure, still standing),
and where all the courts continued to be held until the
present court-house was fully completed. The first regular

" court in Batavia was at the July term of 1824, with Judge

Joshua Collet as presiding judge.

On Dec. 9, 1826, at a regular'meeting of the Clermont
County commissioners, consisting of Samuel Perin, John
Boggers, and James Blackburn, Andrew Foote being au-
ditor and clerk of the board, it was determined to build a
court-house in the town of Batavia. An order was then
made that notice be given that the labor to be performed
and the materials to be furnished necessary for the erection
of said building be offered at public auction to the lowest
bidder on the 11th day of January,1827. Atan adjourned
meeting on the 30th of the same month, the board proceeded
to the selection of a plan for building, agreeably to their de-
termination of their last meeting. On the next day they in-
vestigated further as to the cost and description of the contem-
plated house, and it was resolved that oné of their number
(Samuel Perin) procure at Cincinnati a complete drafs of the
most approved plan; whereupon the honorable board ad-
journed until Jan. 5, 1827, for further proceedings. At the-
adjourned day the board received and accepted said plan, to
wit: Said building to be of brick, erected on a foundation
of stone, size of forty-five feet square, with a cupola or
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steeple annexed thereto, and finished in suitable style,
agrecably to said draft. It was further resolved that Samuel
Perin, taking to hisaid John Charles (who, in 1805 to 1809,
had built the Williamsburgh court-house) and such other
assistance as he could obtain, should draw a profile and
deseription of said building on or before the day of sale.
On Jan. 11, 1827, the advertised day of sale to the lowest
bidder, Ezekiel Dimmitt agreed to furnish all the materials,
ercet, finish, and complete the said court-house for the sum
of three thousand four hundred and eighty-three dollars, and,
no other person offering to do it for less, he became the
purchaser and contractor, and went into a contract and bond
for the faithful performance of this undertaking with Holly
Raper, William A. White, Daniel Duckwall, and John
Dimmitt, Jr., his securities, conditioned as the law directed,
which was immediately approved by the commissioners.
At the following March session of the board an advance-
ment of five hundred and eighty dollars and fifty cents was
made to the builder as per agrcement. At the June sitting
of the board, with the consent of the Common Pleas Court,
there was levied one mill on the dollar, to be exclusively
appropriated to the court-house in process of erection, and
a second advancement given to Ezekiel Dimmitt, the con-
tractor, of seven hundred dollars. At the September
meeting the board, after inspecting the progress of the
work, and with great satisfaction thereat, as its' journals
indicate, made a third allowance, of eight hundred dollars,
to the builder, and also ordered John Jamieson to dig a
well on the public square in pursuance of a contract, and
further ordered a board fence to be constructed around two
squares of the jail, such fence not to cost over twenty-six
dollars. At the December session another order was given
Mr. Dimmitt for five hundred and fifty-two dollars and
fifty cents in part payment of the new temple of justice.
At the April sitting of 1828 the board examined the
progress and status of the tabernacle of law with feelings
of great satisfaction at its most excellent condition, and
at the succeeding June meeting made another order to the

contractor for four hundred dollars, and again made a like -

allowance at the following September sitting. At the
December session of the commissioners the balance, of
fifty dollars, due Ezekiel Dimmitt was voted him. On
“ New Year's Day,” 1829, the board met (no change had
occurred in its members since the project was first started),
and after a most thorough and minute examination of the
edifice it was unanimously, and with proud satisfaction,
decided that it had been constructed and completed by its
maker according to the contract in every detail and letter
of the agreement, and it was formally received as finished
from him, and an order was voted the builder for three
hundred and twenty-seven dollars and fifty-three and three-
fourths cents in full of his account for extra work and
extra materials furnished.

Mr. Ezekiel Dimmitt lost money, some fifteen hundred
dollars, on his contract, as he did an honest job and more
than filled the stipulations of his bid,—too low for the
splendid work he so honestly made for the county,—and
the Legislature, by an act of Ifeb. 7, 1829, authorized the
commissioners to settle and adjust his accounts in that
special enactment for his relief. At the March sitting of

the board, in 1829, Mr. Dimmitt presented his accounts,
in pursuance of the above-mentioned law, but the journal
entry of the board states that, not producing satisfactory
evidence as to the correctness of his said accounts, nothing
was then allowed him, nor subsequently, owing to the ill-
feeling produced in the neighborhoods of New Richmond
and Williamsburgh on the location of it in Batavia.

While the court-house is not aa imposing structure,-and
does not conform to modern style of architecture, it has
ever been the testimony of all the judges who have held
court in its sacred temple that in the matter (and the most
essential and important requisition) of acoustics, and for
ease to the speakers in the delivery of their arguments, it
has no superior in the State. It has been the theatre of
many hard-fought legal battles, its old walls have resounded
with many able and eloquent speeches, but its full history
cannot be written—its bygone scenes and incidents, its
secret associations and deliberations—until the future his-
torian shall write the lives of the individual actors who
have participated in the acts that have rendered it so
famous in the county’s history.- .

A few years subsequently the two offices now occupied
by Judge S. F. Dowdney and his law partner, J. S. Par-
rott, and by Col. William Howard and his son, John J.
Howard, were built for the offices of the clerk and auditor ;
and in 1842 and 1843 was erected, by James and Newton
Carter, for the treasurer, the office next to the jail, and
now occupied by Judge George L. Swing and his son,

. James B. Swing. Several years later was put up, by John

Tinley, the office now used (by R. J. Bancroft)—next to
the court-house—for special benefit of the clerk. These
were called “ Rat Row” in popular parlance, and were the
regular county offices until the year 1864, when was com-
pleted the new * Public Building,” on the public square
and partly on the site of the old jail. -

The contract for erecting this was let out on. March 25,
1863, and was awarded to Robert Haines (of New Rich-
mond) for four thousand three hundred and.fifty dollars,
who took the contract for furnishing the materials and
doing and performing all the labor necessary for its erec-
tion. On November 4th, he was allowed fourteen hundred
and fifty dollars; on Jan. 16, 1864, two thousand and
thirty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents ; and on Mareh 7th,
six hundred dollars. This structure contains offices for
probate judge, recorder, surveyor, clerk, auditor, and treas-
urer; is of brick, two stories high, with a good cellar under
the whole building, and, like the court-house, is on the pub-
lic square donated for public uses by the original proprie-
tors of the town, George Ely and David C. Bryan, as for-
merly dedicated in their plat of Oct. 24, 1814,

The court-house was well repaired in May, 1879, its
inside greatly beautified, and the old wooden fish weather
vane, high above the cupola, replaced by a metallic arrow
of modern style.

JAILS—WHIPPING-POSTS—PERSONS WHIPPED;
) WHEN AND BY WHOM.

- As heretofore stated, the first jail in the county was a

log building, situated just between the log court-house and

the log hotel, all really connected together and under one
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roof, and built and owned by Thomas Morris. This was
the jail legally made so in February—4th Tuesday—of
1801, and so continued for some time, till the authorities
built one—still of logs, but larger and stronger—on a site
by itself; concerning which, the records and history are
silent as to the precise time of its construction. It con-
tained at various times many luckless debtors, but its chief
offenders were horse-thieves,—the terror of the early set-
tlers, and on whom the law had no merey, and, like in all
new countries, it was visited on them sternly and promptly,
—with occasionally parties held for larceny, and sometimes
for robbery or burglary.

In front of this jail stood the whipping-post, or, rather,
posts. Two sticks of oak about six inches square were
planted about five feet apart, and projected the same dis-
tance from the earth. To the top of these the culprit was
ticd by the extended haunds, while the * cat-o’-nine-tails”
was applied on his naked back with cruel vigor. There
several unhappy offenders satisfied the majesty of the law
for misdeeds of the body, principally horse-stealing, the
most heinous of crimes in early days.

At the October term of Common Pleas Court, in 1808,
John Clark, for stealing a horse of John Gaskins, was
found guilty, and sentenced to be whipped twenty-five
stripes on his naked back that afternoon at three o’clock ;
pay said Gaskins fifty dollars (the value of his horse), also
a fine of ten dollars and costs; to be imprisoned three days
in jail, and not to be let out till the restitution, fine, and
costs were all paid. On the same day this same culprit,
John Clark, for stealing a bell of Conrad Hersh, was sen-
tenced to be whipped with five stripes, make restitution to
said Hersh of the value of the bell (one dollar), pay a fine
of one dollar, and be imprisoned twenty-four hours, and not
to be released till restitution-money, fine, and costs were
fully settled. On same day Mordecai S. Ford, who in 1801
bought, in Washington township, some seventy-five acres of
Jand from Philip Buckner, was up before the court for steal-
ing a horse from James Johnson. He was found guilty,
aud sentenced to pay said Johnson, the owner of the stolen
horse, twenty dollars as restitution, pay a fiue of ten dollars
and costs, be imprisoned three days, and not discharged till
restitution-money, fine, and costs were all paid, and be
whipped twenty-five stripes on his naked back that after-
noon at three o'clock. A big day’s work in court,—three
trials and three convictions, with two public whippings in
the afternoon as early as three o’clock ; but justice did not
sleep on horse-thieves.

The hour came, and Sheriff Levi Rogers—or rather his
deputy and court constable, the stout and quick William
Stout—administered the two judicial whippings, to the
complete satisfaction of the court, bar, public officials, town-
people, and, in short, all save the two downcast and back-
sore offenders. John Clark took the other five stripes for
purloining the bell the next week, and soon after Ford died
between Felicity and Calvary meeting-house, in the grave-
yard of which he was the first person interred. Three
men, Brown, Ferguson (both flogged by Sheriff Oliver
Lindsey), and another man, name unknown, were tied to
the whipping-post and whipped, being all non-residents and
all guilty of the same then terrible crime of horse-stealing,

After Brown was whipped he said, in a spirit of braggado-
cio, that he was a much better man than the sheriff or any
of the spectators, and no one felt like disputing the asser-
tion.

At oné time two horse-thieves, named Killwell and Joseph
Kunott, were confined in this old log jail, when Killwell
slipped off his handcuffs and fled. Pursuit being instituted,
he changed his appearance as much as possible in a suceess-
ful disguise, and joined in the effort to recapture him, ask-
ing the people, in his going through the sparsely-settled
country, whether they had seen anything of or heard of the
whereabouts of the notorious outlaw and horse-thief, Kill-
well, and succeeded, by his coolness and daring, in escaping
for good, and excelling “Dick Turpin” for his bold ef-
frontery.

Joseph Knott, tried for horse-stealing, escaped thus:
When the jury returned their verdict, “ Joseph Knots,
(not) guilty,” his attorney exclaimed, ¢ Joseplr, not guilty !
Pat, Joseph I” and before the court recovered itself or the
sheriff had collected his wits, Joseph had ¢ put” for the
woods, and escaped for that time, but was afterwards shot
on Stonelick by the infuriated citizens in a posse who had
suffered from his continual depredations.

In that jail an unoffending man, a traveler and a stranger,
was once confined for long weary months through the wach-
inations of wicked parties, and his misfortune destroyed his
reason, and when released he was a raving lunatic, and so
died. This man, whose name was Sharton, came: from
Kentucky, was looking over the country to purchase lands,
and stopped at the Stockton tavern, where were wont to
congregate the usual loafers and tough customers of the
new frontier town. It always, in their opinion, being in
order to drink, they asked the stranger to join them. He
declined to do so; whereupon they said, It will cost you
the drink-money anyhow ;" whereupon he started to go out
of the room, when he was followed by the assembled roughs,
and, to defend himself, stooped down to pick up a rock.
His assailants also picked up rocks, and, hurling them at
the flecing and frightened man, struck a Mr. Swith, who
was coming up the street, severely injuring him. The
rowdies then charged the stranger with having inflicted the
wound and caused him to be lodged in jail. For a number
of days no complaint was made against him, and brooding
over his troubles caused his reason to weaken, and finally
to fail altogether. His brother came over from Kentucky
and took him home to that State, but he never fully recov-
ered from the shock his nervous system had received, and
wasted away, a hopeless and broken-minded man.

A German, imprisoned in the jail for some trivial offense,
in its midnight gloom calmly adjusted his fate, and in the
morning was found hanging,—dead. By using some loose
boards he was enabled to suspend himself from the joists,
and thus the life of the rashly-unfortunate man—far from
his native land, and held for some alleged light offense—
went out into eternity, and, according to an ancient custom
handed down as traditional law, his body was sacrilegiously
buried in the forks of the cross-roads near the town of
Williamsburgh.

This old jail had become an eyesore to the authorities
from its inefficiency, the many prisoners escaping therefrom
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and the heavy costs of guards to keep with safety its in-
mates, aud the many and continued sums expended in locks,
irons, and other articles for the safekeeping of offenders.
Thercfore, at the March term, 1809, of the commissioners,
they resolved to build a new one, of stone, and to advertise
its sale to the lowest bidder on the 10th of April ensuing,
at which date the sale was adjourned to the June meeting,
then again to October 17th, when its erection was sold to
John Charles for two thousand nine hundred and eighty-
six dollars, who gave bond and security for its building.
On March 5, 1810, seven hundred and ninety-five dollars
and thirty-three and one-third cents wasallowed John Charles
on his jail contract; in June, sixty-three dollars and thirty-
one cents; in September, seventy-two dollars and ninety-
three cents; in December, one hundred aud eighty dollars
and seventy-seven and one-third cents; in April, 1811, five
hundred dollars; in September, one hundred dollars; and
on Dec. 3, 1811, two hundred and thirty-nine dollars and
thirty-three and one-third cents,—being in all two thou-
sand and twenty-seven dollars and eighty-nine cents. The
bulance to make up the contract price was paid along at
different periods to sundry parties on orders from the con-
tractor for materials, labor, and the like. So the jail was

finished in two years from its beginning, and in time for -

the important December term of 1811.

There was another whipping by judicial decree in the old
jail not yet mentioned by us. One William Thomas, at
the August term of the Common Pleas, 1810, was found
guilty of horse-stealing, although ably defended by his at-
torney, David C. Bryan, who tried to get a new trial, but
which was refused. The court then asked the prisoner if he
had anything to say why sentence should not be pronounced
against him; and, having nothing to offer, the court said,
¢« William Thomas, it is your sentence that at seven o’clock
to-morrow morning you receive seventy-five stripes on your
naked back, pay a fine of five hundred dollurs and costs of
prosecution, and be imprisoned twenty days.” The record
shows that next morning the jolly sheriff, Oliver Lindsey
(lately inducted into office ), administered the judicial flagel-
lation and charged it up promptly in his fees, which the
county had to pay, as the execution against Thomas was re-
turned “ aulla bona™* but a sore and stiff back.

The new jail was finished in December, 1811, and the
first man whipped by order of court in its yard was one
James Lewis, who on the Tth—four days after the new jail
was opened—was found guilty of an assault with intent to
murder, by a jury composed of the following then well-
known citizens : William Mecgrue, John Ross, James Me-
Call, Jesse Fee, Samuel Wardlow, George Little, John
Kite, William Ross, James Ralston, Stephen Medaris, Wil-
liam Judd, and Allen Woods. All the eloquence and in-
genuity of Thomas Morris could not get the prisoner a
new trial or arrest of judgment, and the prisoner, James
Lewis, was sentenced to be whipped at four o’clock that
afternoon on his naked back with fifty stripes save one, be
imprisoned in the common jail of the county sixty-five
days, pay a fine of five hundred dollars and the costs of
prosecution.  Sheriff Lindsey attended to this flogging, and
well, too, for Lewis was the most notorious eriminal in the
State,—a regular outlaw. But before giving the whipping

Lewis was tried on another indictment for robbing Michael
Weaver of six hundred and seventy-five dollars and eighty
cents in silver coin, and was found guilty; for which the
court, John Thompson presiding judge, sentenced him to
receive thirty-nine stripes saving one on his naked back at
four o’clock Monday evening three weeks, pay a fine of five
thousand " dollurs, be imprisoned two months, pay costs of
prosecution, and make restitution to Michael Weaver of the
six hundred and seventy-five dollars and eighty cents stolen
from him. It will be seen how merciful Judge Thompson
was in letting three weeks and a few days elapse after the
first flogging before the 'second was administered. But the
fellow Lewis richly deserved his fate : he attempted murder
and committed a heavy robbery. It is not known that he
ever paid his fine, the largest ever assessed in the county,
nor can it be learned what became of the hardened offender,
Lewis, on his discharge from jail. .

The county commissioners, at their session in December,
1825, resolved that it was necessary to erect a county jail
in Batavia; and therefore ordered a notice to be published in
the Western Patriot, printed in Batavia by Z. Colby & Co.,
that on Jan. 2, 1826, they would sell out to the lowest bid-
der its construetion. Therefore, on Jan. 2, 1826, agreeably
to the aforesaid advertisement and resolution, the sale took
place ; whereupon Ezekiel Dimmitt offered to build it for
nine hundred and forty-nine dollars, and no person appear-
ing and offering to coustruct it for a less sum, it was struck
off to him, and he entered inte a bond, with John Mitchell
and Daniel Duckwall as securities, for the faithful compli-
ance of his contract. This jail was on that part of the
public square cornering on the alley, and now occupied by
the county treasury, and was completed on Jan. 12, 1827 ;
on which day, on application of lizekiel Dimmitt, its builder,
the commissioners proceeded to an examination of the same,
and found the contractor was entitled to receive, for extra
work thereon, after deductions for omissions and bad work-
manship, the sum of twenty-four-dollars, sixty-four and one-
half cents; whereupon they received it, and ordered the
auditor to draw an order on the county treasury in his favor
for that amount, together with a balance of the original
contract of one hundred and twenty dollars and seventy-two
cents, in full discharge of the said contract for the erection
of the first jail in Batavia.

The county commissioners, secing the necessity for a new
jail,—one that would meet the demands of justice in size
and safety for the accommodation of the prisoners,—at their
June session in 1836, resolved to erect one and to sell out
to the lowest bidder, on July 7th, the excavating and erect-
ing of its foundations, the excavation to be sold by the cubic
yard and the masonry by the perch. On July 7th the ex-
cavation was sold to Benjamin R. Hopkins for ten cents per
cubic yard, and on the 16th the laying of the foundation
(the sale having been adjourned from the 7th) was sold to
John W. Robirson at six dollars and seventy-five cents per
perch of twenty-four and three-fourths cubic fect per perch.
The commissioners, with the assistance of the well-known
surveyor, John Hill (who was allowed seventy-five cents for
his services), on July 22d laid off the foundation for the
proposed jail on the site of the present one. August 16th
the bonds of Hopkins and Robinson, the contractors, were
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presented and approved for the faithful cowpliance with
their agreements, and it was ordered that the sale of the
erection of the jail-building be sold out at public vendue
on the 16th of Scptember ; on which day it was continued
over to the next, when it was struck off to the lowest and
best bidder, Brice K. Blair, at two thousand three hundred
and ninety-nine dollars; whereupon John W. Robinson
came forward as the person for whom the bid was actually
made, and he, together with Robert McFarland, Samuel
Maham, and Duniel Kidd, entered into a bond, payable to
the State of Ohio for the use of Clermont County in the
penal sum of four thousand six hundred and one dollars and
ninety-cight cents, for the faithful construction of said jail
on or beforec Dec. 25, 1837, agreeable to the conditions of
said sale and specifications placed on file. William Curry
was allowed three dollars for erying the above sale, and
Benjamin R. Hopkins five dollars and fifty cents for remov-
ing dirt from the foundation of the jail. _

October 14th the commissioners received the foundation
of the jail from the contractor, John W. Robinson. . June
7, 1837, the commissioners settled with John W, Robinson
for the erection of the foundation- of the jail, which was
found to contain one hundred and forty-three perch and
seventeen feet, at six dollars and seventy-five cents per
perch, equal to nine hundred and sizty-nine dollars and
eighty-eight cents, which was allowed him. October 20th
the board examined and inspected the progress of the work
in the erection of the juil, and gave sundry directions.
April 21, 1838, the commissioners received the jail from
its builder, John W. Robinson, having found it completed
according to contract, and gave him an order for "two
thousand three hundred and ninety-nine dollars, the stipu-
lated contract price, and canceled his bond. Edward Fra-
zier, elected sheriff the previous October, now assumed con-
trol of the new jail,—a worthy and safe structure for those
days. On June 6th the old brick jail building, with ten
feet of ground on its south and ten on its east, was leased
to Thomas J. Buchanan for a term of twenty years at an an-
nual rental of thirty-five dollars, and Thomas S. Bryan for
crying the sale or lease was allowed one dollar. In March,
1841, Mr. Buchanan released and relinquished to the
county forever all his right and title to the old jail and lot
for fifty dollars, thus giving up his lease.

While Edward Frazier was sheriff, the jail having burned
down in the spring of 1841, the commissioners on June
18, 1841, began arrangements for tlie erection of a new
one, and on July 1st completed their plan. On July 24,
1841, the building of the new jail was sold out to William
H. Robinson and Alexander Stark, the lowest bidders, for
thirteen hundred and ninety-four dollars, who gave bond
in two thousand dollars for compliance with the contract in
the rebuilding of the burned jail, the foundations and part
of the old jail building being preserved and in tolerably
good condition. The contract, by alteration, called for the
side walls of the building to be built up two thicknesses of
a brick above the tops of the upper joists, with wall plates
and four girders, the fire-walls to be the same height above
the roof that they were in the old building ; in considera-
tion of which alteration, made on August 21st, the builders
were to be granted an additional twenty-five dollars. Jan,

10, 1842, the rebuilt jail was received, and the contractors
allowed fourteen dollars for extra work not stated in the
original contract or subsequent alterations.

Michael Cowen, elected sheriff the previous Qctober, was
the first sheriff to occupy the rebuilt jail, which, with
various improvements and repairs, has remained the common
jail to this day. The experience of thirty years, as shown
from the many escapes, has demonstrated that it is insecure, -
and its location poorly adapted to secure prison discipline,
as its inmates have too free communication with persons on
the streets, which enables them to plan to secure their
liberty.

THE INFIRMARIES—WHEN BOUGHT OR BUILT,
AND THEIR SUPERINTENDENTS.

Up to July 21, 1854, there was no county infirmary, at
which date the then commissioners, Benjamin Brown,
Henry Chapman, and Andrew J. Thompson, purchased for
four thousand three hundred and twenty dollars, of Jacob
and Henry G. Duckwall, their farm of one hundred and
eight acres, in Batavia township, on the Williamsburgh
turnpike, in Gray’s survey, No. 1116, and about one and a
half miles east from the court-house. This farm had a

" large and long two-story brick building, in which the pau-

pers from the different townships were collected and placed
under charge of Andrew J. Sherman, its first superintend-

-ent, who was succeeded the next year by James Wilson.

This was a splendid furm, but the accommodations of the
building were insufficient to meet the required wants in
comfort, health, and safety; hence the authorities in two
years began to look about for better quarters. On Sept. 1,
1856, Reader W. Clarke entered into a contract with the
commissioners, Holly R. Perine, William P. Daughters,
and A. F. Morrison, whereby he agreed to scll to the
county one hundred and twenty acres on the east fork, just’
above Townsley’s mill, a mile from Batavia, for eight thou-
sand four hundred dollars, and take in part payment, to the
amount of four thousand one hundred dollars, the infirmary
farm then occupied by the county, which was to pay him
four thousand three hundred dollars cash to boot,—one-half
Jauuary Ist, and the remainder Nov. 1, 1857, with per-
mission to the county to retain possession of the old infirm-
ary place till Dec. 1, 1857. Clarke’s deed to the commis-
sioners for the one hundred and twenty acres aforesaid was
exccuted Oct. 26, 1856, when the commissioners in turn
conveyed their one hundred and eight acres to him.

The county now had a most eligible site, but no build-
ings; and at the October election of 1856 the question of
building a new infirmary on the lands purchased of Clarke
was submitted to a vote, but, owing to the animosities en-
gendered by the sale to and purchase from Clarke, lirgely
influenced by political feeling, the proposition was voted
down, the vote standing,—yea, 1595; pay, 1716; not
voting, 2015, Still, under the then existing laws, the
commissioners had the power to construct buildings for in-
firmary purposes, not to exceed five thousand dollars in
cost, without submitting it to a vote of the electors. There-
fore, on Dec. 11, 1856, the board entered into an agree-
ment with George A. Miller, of Cincinnati, who for four
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine dollars agreed to
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build the proposed infirmary buildings according to the
specifications and plans of the architects, Rankin and Ham-
ilton, of Cincinnati, and to be finished and completed by
Dec. 1, 1857. Miller was to receive five hundred dollars
as soon as he gave bond, one thousand dollars when the
first tier of joists was laid in said building (built of brick),
five hundred dollars when the second tier was laid, five
hundred when the third tier was put in, five hundred dollars
when the roof was finished, one thousand dollars when the
plastering was finished, and the remainder of the contract
price in thirty days after the commissioners were satisfied
the building had been completed in full compliance with
the stipulated contract. Dec. 10, 1857, the commissioners
examined the infirmary building, and declared it completed
according to the original agreement, received the same from
its contractor, canceled his bond, and settled in full for the
balance due him. . '

In 1867 the necessity arose for building a house on the
infirmary grounds for insane people, and an order was made
that sealed proposals would be received for the construction
of a brick asylum till noon on June 27th, when the follow-
ing bids were opened : Edwin House and Theodore Nichols,
for seven thousand nine hundred and ninety dollars; Syl-
vester Binkley, for seven thousand eight hundred dollars;
Tice & Hannold, for nine thousand eight hundred dollars;
John B. Wheeler, for seven thousand four hundred and

ninety dollars; and William Hawkins, for seven thousand-

dollars; and to the latter was awarded the contract, who
entered into a written agreement in regard to all particulars
of said building and its materials, and gave bond to the
satisfaction of the Board, and who in January, 1868, had
it finished ; on the 24th day of which month he received
thirteen hundred and ninety-five dollars in full payment of
the balance due him on the contract.

The annual report of the infirmary directars made in
December, 1856, shows the entire outlay and expenses for
all purposes of the infirmary for that year to have been
nineteen hundred and thirty-two dollars and twenty-two
_ cents, being the second on the first infirmary farm.

In the summer of 1877 the infirmary, including the
asylum building for insane persons, caught fire and burned
down just after its inmates had finished their dinner, and
has never been rebuilt to this day. The county received
seven thousand eight hundred dollars as insurance money
from the Aitna Insurance Company, in which, fortunately,
the authorities had all their public buildings insured. The
commissioners immediately built temporary frame buildings
in the bottom of the infirmary farm, on the road, which
are in use at this date, and a standing disgrace to the
county. The commissioners submitted a proposition to the
electors at the October election in 1877 to build a new
infirmary, but, not having stated the amount required, the
project was voted down by a small majority.

The following are the superintendents of the infirmary
since December, 1857, when thé building was finished on
the east fork, on the land bought of R. W. Clarke: In
December, 1857, and till March, 1858, Samuel Bicking,
who had been a few months in the old one as superin-
tendent; March, 1858-61, Eben McGrew; 1861-64, John
TFowler; 1864-65, B. F. Acra; 1865-68, William J. Rust;

1868-72, Rev. Joseph D. Hatfield; 1872-78, Benjamin
T. Acra; and 1878 to present time, Zebulon Dickinson,
the present efficient incumbent.

This institution has generally been well conducted, and
with humane efforts for the comforts of its inmates as far
as its limited accommodations in buildings would permit,

CHAPTER X.

COUNTY OFFICERS.OTHER THAN THOSE IMME-
DIATELY CONNECTED WITH THE JUDICIARY.

COMMISSIONERS.

THE First General Assembly of the Northwest Terri-
tory, at its first session, at Cincinnati, Sept. 16, 1799, passed
an act on December 19th providing that in every county in
the Territory a board of commissioners, composed of three
able, respectable, and discreet freeholders living in said
county should be appointed in the following manner: The
justices of the Court of Quarter Sessions, in their respective
counties, at the next term of said court after the first day
of January annually, should appoint three commissioners,
as aforesaid, the first named on the list to serve for one year,
the second for two years, and the third for three years; and
that said justices should at the same term in every year
nominate and appoint one new commissioner to supply the
place of the outgoing officer, as aforesaid. The Second
General Assembly of Ohio, which was held at Chillicothe,
and began its first session on Dec. 5, 1803, created the first
boards of county commissioners under the new State gov-
ernment by an act passed Feb. 13, 1804, providing that the
first election for the same should be held on the first Mon-
day in April succeeding, and that the officers thus elected
should at their first meeting determine by lot for what time
they should severally continue in office ; one whereof should
continue until the first annual October election, one until
the annual October election next succeeding, and one until
the annual October election next following.

The justices of the Court of Quarter Sessions at their first
regular term, on the fourth Tuesday of February, 1801,
made their appointments, and the first elected as commis-
sioners were at the election on the first Monday in April,
1804, and the following is a list of those appointed or
elected, with place of residence, dates of appointment or
election, and the time in years or months of their service: '

1801.—Amos Smith, Williamsburgh township, six months.
Samuel Armstrong, Williamsburgh township, six months.
John Wood, Washington township, two years and nine months.
Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, one year.
1802.—Ambrose Ranson, Miami township, two years and three
months.
Samuel Ellis, Pleasant township, one year and three months.
1803.—George Conrad, Miami township, one year and three months,
‘Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, three months.
1804.—Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, three months.
Robert Townsley, Ohio township, six months.
George Conrad, Miami township, one year and six months.
Amos Smith, Williamsburgh, two years and six months.
Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, three years:
1805.—William S. Jump, Washington township, three years.
1806.—Ameos Smith, Willinmnsburgh township, three yecars.



-3
LS

HISTORY OF CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO.

1807.—Amos Ellis, Plessant township, three years.
1808.—Ilenry Chapman, Pleasant township, three years.
1809.—Amos Smith, Williamsburgh township, three years.
1810.—Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, three years.
1811.—Gideon Minor, Washington township, three years.
1812.—Amos Smith, Williamsburgh township, two years. -
1813.— Levi Pigman, Washington township, three years,
1814.—Gideon Minor, Washington township, two years.

Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, one year.
1815.—John Shaw, Ohio township, three years.
1816.—Levi Pigman, Washington township, three years.

Amos Ellis, Pleasant township, one year.
1817.—Andrew Foote, Williamsburgh township, three years.
1818.—Shadrach Lane, Union township, three years.
1819.—Levi Pigman, Washington township, two years.
1820.—George J. Troutwine, Tate township, three yeurs.
1821.—John McWilliams, Goshen township, one year.
1821.—Shadrach Lane, Union township, two years.
1822,—Daniel Kain, Willinmsburgh township, three years.
1823.—James Blackbirn, Tate township, three years.

John Boggess, Tate township, one year.
1824.—John Boggess, Tate township, three ycars.
1825.—Samuel Perin, Miami township, three years.
1826.—James Blackburn, Tate township, three years.
1827.—John Boggess, Tate township, three years.
1828.—Samuel Perin, Miami township, two years.
1829.—David White, Ohio township, three years.
1830.—Zcbina Williams, Stonelick township, six months.

John Randall, Goshen township, three years.
1830-31.—Samuel IIill, Stonelick township, three years and six

months.
1832.—Robert Donham, Ohio township, three years.
1833.—Dowty Utter, Washington township, two years.
1834.—Samuel Iill, Stonclick township, two years and six wonths,
1835.—Robert Donham, Ohio township, three years.
1835-36.—Abram Tector, Goshen township, four years.
1837.—William Roudebush, Stonelick -township, three years and six

months.

1838.—David Moreton, Washington township, three years.
1839.—Robert Temple, Union township, three years.
1840.—William Roudebush, Stonclick township, three years.
1841.—David Morcton, Washington township, three years.
1842.—Robert Temple, Union township, three ycars.
1843.—Abram Teetor, Goshen township, three years.
1844.—Jonathan Johnson, Batavia township, three years.
1845.—John G. Gilfillen, Washington township, three years.
1846.—Peter Anderson, Stonelick township, three years.
1847.—Jonathan Johnson, Batavia township, three years.
18:8.—Henry Chapman, Franklin township, three years.
1849.—Peter Anderson, Stonclick township, three years.
1850.—Thomas Iliteh, Batavia township, three years.
1851.—Henry Chapman, Franklin township, three years.
1852.—DBenjamin Brown, Goshen township, three years.
1853.—Andrew J. Thompson, Union township, three years.
1854.—John Conner, Ohio township, onc year.
1855.—Willinm P. Daughters, Washington township, two years.

A. F. Morrison, Wayne township, three years,
1856.—Holly R. Perrine, Williamsburgh township, three years,
1857.—William Shaw, Monroe township, three years.
1858.—Joscph P. Molen, Franklin township, three years.
1859.—Franeis J. Roudebush, Stonelick township, three years.
1860.—William Shaw, Monroe township, three years.
1861.—Pecter M. Snell, Williamsburgh township, three years.
1862.—Francis J. Roudebush, Stonelick township, three years.
1863.—William Hawkins, Ohio township, three years.
1864.—Silas R. Hutchinson, Miami township, three years.

1865.—Joseph P. Molen, Franklin township, three years.
1866.—Charles Burkhardt, Ohio township, three years,
186¢7.—Joseph Trump, Goshen township, two yearsand three months,
1868.—John J. Snider, Washington township, three years.
1869.—Charles Burkhardt, Ohio township, three years.

Peter Anderson, Stonelick township, nine months.
1870.—Francis X. Iuen, Stonelick township, three years.
1871.—John J. Snider, Wushington township, three ycars.
1872.—Samuel B. Smith, Tatc township, three years.

1873.—I'rancis X. Tuen, Stonelick township, three years.
1874.—Thomas Hodges, Monroe township, three years.
1875.—Samuel B. Smith, Tate township, three years.
1876.—J. V. Christy, Jackson township, three years.
1877.—Thomas Ilodges, Monroe township, three years.
1878.—Michael R. Rybolt, Miami township, three years.
1879.—J. V. Christy, Jackson township, three ycars.

COUNTY TREASURERS.

Under the territorial government, by act of Dee. 19,
1799, the county treasurers were appointed by the Gover-
nor, but under the State government, by an act passed
April 16, 1803, they were selected by the associate judges,
and continued thus to be chosen till the second Monday in
June, 1804, when, by the act passed on February 13th
preceding, they were appointed by the county commission-
ers up to the law of Jan. 24, 1827, which made the office
an elective one and abolished the office of county collector,
who till then had collected all the taxes, and thus making
the treasurership previously a simple disbursing institution.
The treasurers appointed by the Governor, associate judges,
and commissioners served for a term of one year, and those
elected were for twosyears.

1801.—Amos Smith, Williamsburgh township, one year and six months.
1802.—Roger W. Waring, Williamsburgh township, six months.
1803-19.—Nicholas Sinks, Williamsburgh township, seventeen years.
1820-26.—John Kain, Williamsburgh township, seven years.
1827.—John W. Robinson, Batavia township, two years.
1829.—Thomas Kain, Batavia township, two years.
1831-33.—John W. Robinson, Batavia township, four years.
1835.—Daniel Buckwall, Batavia township, two years.
1837.—John W. Robinson, Batavia township, two years.
1839-41.—William Thomas, Batavia township, four years.
1843-45.—Moses Elston, Union township, four years.
1847—49.—Abram Tector, Goshen township, four years.
1851-53.—John Ellsbery, Tate township, four years.
1855.—Alexander Glenn, Tate township, two years.
1857.—Denjamin Archer, Pierce township, two years.
1859.—Shadrach Dial, Batavia township, two ycars.
1861.—Darlington E. Fee, Franklin township, two years.
1863.—Elbridge G. Ricker, Pierce township, two years.
1865.—Darlington E. Fee, Franklin township, two years.
1867-69.—Jonathan R. Corbly, Ohio township, three years.
1871.—Alfred N. Robinson, Miami township, one year.

Joseph Bicking, Batavia township, two years.
1873-75.— Alfred N. Robinson, Miami township, three years.
1877.—W, F. Roudebush, Batavia township, one year,

Joseph Bicking, Batavia township, two years.
1879.—E. J. Donham, Ohio township, two years.

COUNTY COLLECTORS.

Up to the year 1827 the taxes were collected by collectors,
the county treasurer being simply an officer having charge
of the funds for safekeeping, and of disbursing them on the
proper orders of the lawful authorities. Under the terri-
torial government, and to the year 1806 under the State
government, the sheriff was the collector in every county,
when provision was made for county or township collectors,
to be annually appointed by the commissioners, who in
Clermont County appointed township collectors—one for
each—until, in the year 1814, they began appointing county
collectors, who generally had a deputy in each township, who
in many cases was the township lister.
1802.—Peter Light, Williamsburgh township.
1803.—John Boude, Pleasant township.

1804-5.—Daniel Kain, Williamsburgh township.
1814.—Joseph Wells, Tate township.
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1815.—Elijah T. Penn, Washington township.
1816.—Amos Ellis, Pleasant township.
1817.—Shadrach Lane, Union township.
1818.—John Earhart, Willinmsburgh township.
1819.—Lemuel Stephenson, Washington township.
1820.—John Earhart, Williamsburgh township.
1821.—Elijah T. Penn, Washington township.
1822.—John Beatty, Goshen township.
1823-24,—Robert Tweed, Williamsburgh township.
1825,—Thomas Kain, Williamsburgh township.
1826.—Silas Hutchinson, Miami township.

RECORDFRS.

The deeds, mortgages, leases, patents, surveys, powers of
attorncy, and other instruments affecting titles were re-
corded by the clerk of Common Pleas Court, acting as ex-
officio recorder, by acts passed June 18, 1795, under terri-
torial, and April 16, 1803, under the State, government, and
so continued till the laws enacted Feb. 11, 1829, and Feb.
25, 1831 ; under which the sole and separate office of re-
corder was established, and in this county the first recorder
was elected in October, 1832.

1832-38.—Benjamin Morris, Tate township, nine years.
1841-44.—Edmond Spence, Miami township, six years.
1847-50.—Learner B. Leeds, Batavia township, six years.
1853-56.—Henry V. Kerr, Williamsburgh township, six years.
1859-62.—William B. C. Stirling, Pierce township, six years.
1865.—Jacob P. Clark, Pierce township, three years.
1868-71.—Royal J. Bancroft, Franklin township, six years.
1874-77.—Marcellus A. Wood, Washington township, six years.

AUDITORS.

This office was created by an act passed Feb. 2, 1821,
making the office an appointive one by the commissioners
till the law passed Feb. 23, 1824, which defined the duties
of this office and made it elective. Before the creation of
the office the commissioners made out the tax duplicates,
and sometimes had a clerk to assist them, either of their
own number or some other person.

1821~26.—Andrew Foote, Williamsburgh township, seven years.

1828.—Alexander Herring, Jr., Batavia township, one year and nine
months.

1830.—John MeWillinms, Goshen township, three months.

1831-33.—Samuel Medary, Batavia township, three years and six
months. ’

1833.—Jacob Mcdary, Batavia township, six months.

1835.—James Ferguson, Monroe township, two years,

1837.—John Beatty, Goshen township, two years,

1839~44.—Joshua H. Dial, Union township, six years.

1845-48.—John Ferguson, Pierce township, four years.

1849-51.—Charles M. Swmith, Batavia township, four years,

1853.—Noble M. Preble, Ohio township, two years.

1855.—Moses S. Dimmitt, Franklin township, two years.

1857.—David C. Bryan, Batavia township, two years.

1859-61.—Noble M. Preble, Ohio township, four years.

1863.—Harris Smnethurst, Miami township, two years.

1865-67.—William Nichols, Batavia township, four years.

1869-72.—Alonzo M. Dimmitt, Batavia township, four years and
eight months.

1874-76.—Charles J. Harrison, Stonelick township, four years.

1878.—M. J. W. Holter, Batavia township, three years.

SURVEYORS.

This office was created by an act passed April 15, 1803,
authorizing the Common Pleas Court to appoint some quali-
fied person to fill it, and was an appointive position till the
passage of the law of March 1, 1831, making it elective

10

triennially ; and in pursuance of which, the first election
was held on the second Tuesday of October, 1834, after
John Boggess’ term under judicial appointment had ex-
pired.

1804.—Peter Light, Williamsburgh township, ten years.
1814.—George C. Light, Ohio township, five years. )
1819-29.—John Boggess, Tute township, fiftecn years,
1834-40.—Squire Frazee, Washington township, nine years.
1843-46.—William 8. McClean, Williamsburgh township, six years.
1849-52.—James C. Moore, Monroe township, six years.
1855.—Thowas W. Rathbone, Picrce township, three years.
1858-61.—George W. Felter, Batavia township, six years.
1864.—Christopher W. Page, Washington township, three years.
1867.—George W. Felter, Batavia township, three years.
1870-73.—Napoleon B. Ross, Monroe township, six years.
1876.—Charles S. Miller, Union township, two years and three
months,
1878.—Homer McLean, Williamsburgh township, nine months.
1879.—John Ayer, Union township, three years.

There was no county surveyor under the territorial gov-
ernment, and those appointed were for a term of five years,
till 1834. :

CORONERS.

Under the territorial government acts were passed, Dec.
21,1788, and July 16, 1795, creating the office of coroner
and defining his duties; and under the first Constitution of
Olio, adopted in convention on Nov. 29, 1802, this and
the sheriff’s office were the only two county offices especially
recognized, and both were made elective.

1804-6.—Jeremiah Beck, Williamsburgh and Tate townships, three
years.
1807.—James Kain, Williamsburgh township, one year.
1808.—Allen Wood, Pleasant township, two years.
1810-12.—Jeremiah Beck, Tate township, four years.
1814.—Samuel Lows, Williamsburgh township, two years.
1816.—Samuel Shaw, Williamsburgh township, two years.
1818-20.—Thomas Kain, Williamsburgh township, four years.
1822.—Daniel Everhart, Williamsburgh township, two years.
1824.—Robert Tweed, Williamsburgh township, two years.
1826-30.—Moses Dimmitt, Batavia township, five years,
1831.—Jucob Hewitt, Tate township, two years.
1833.—Jacob Stroman, Batavia township, two years.
1835.—Isaac Potter, Batavia township, two years.
1837-39.—Joseph Wyatt, Monroe township, four years.
1841.—Iliram Simonton, Miami township, two years.
1843.—John Page, Washington township, two years.
1845-51.—Andrew Buchanan, Washington township, eight years.
1833.—John Phillips, Washington township, two years.
1855.—Edward Hughes, Washington township, two yecars.
1857-61.—Joshua Sims, Ohio township, six years.
1863.—Pannel T. Cox, Washington township, two years.
1865.—Dr. Adolph Shroen, Ohio township, one year.
1866.—J. A. Perrine, Tate township, two ycars.
1868.—William B. Fitzpatrick, Union township, two years.
1870-75.—John B, Fleming, Ohio township, six years.
1876-78.—Elijah V. Downs, Washington township, four years.

INFIRMARY DIRECTORS.

Under the act of the Legislature passed March 5, 1842,
providing that where a poor-house had been provided and
completed for the reception of the poor, and the commis-
sioners deemed it right and proper, the management of the
same should be placed under a board of infirmary directors
prior to the then next annual election, the Clermont
commissioners, on July 21, 1854, appointed a board of in-
firmary dircctors, who organized and immediately took con-
trol of the infirmary and general care of the poor.
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1854,—Henry Winder, Tate township, three months.

Lewis Terwilliger, Goshen township, three months,

Peter S. Jones, Union township, one year and three months.

Edward Sinks, Williamsburgh township, two years.

Jacob Ebersole, Pierce township, three years.
1855.—Dr. A. V., II. Hopkins, Batavia township, three years.
1856.—Thomas W. Abernathy, Juckson township, one year and six

mouths.
1857.—Elisha J. Emery, Miami township, 2 years.

Peter M. Snell, Williamsburgh township, six months.
1858.—Thomas Marsh, Batavia township, one year.

Dr. A. V. H. Hopkins, Pierce township, three years.
1859:—Hezekiah Mount, Batavia township, three years.

John White, Batavia township, one year.
1860.—Moses Long, Stonelick township, three years.
1861.—Jonathan Johnson, Batavia township, three years.
1862.—D. M. Hay, Batavia township, three years.
1863.—John Conner, Ohio township, three years.
1864.—Daniel Roudebush, Batavia township, three years,
1865.—Thomas Marsh, Batavia township, three years.
1866.—D. M. IIay, Batavia township, one year and six months.
1867.—Joseph Bicking, Batavia township, six months,

Peter Dean, Tate township, three years.
1868.—William Y. Potter, Miami township, one year,

Thomas H. Phillips, Monroe township, three years.
1869.—William Y. Potter, Miami township, three years.
1870.—Benjamin Behymer, Pierce township, three years.
1871.—John White, Batavia township, three years.
1872.—Zebulon Dickinson, Wayne township, three years.
1873.—Benjamin Behymer, Pierce township, three years.
1874.—John White, Batavia township, three years.
1875.—Zebulon Dickinson, Wayne township, three years.
1876.—Meacom Gardner, Picrce township, three years.
1877.—John White, Batavia township, one year.

A. R. Scott, Tate township, three years.
1878.—Benton Medary, Williamsburgh township, three years.
1879.—Samuel L. Witham, Union township, three years.

LAND ASSESSORS AND MEMBERS OF THE STATE
BOARD OF EQUALIZATIUN.

In 1852, Clermont County was divided into four dis-
tricts, in each of which a land assessor was elected, whose
business it was to view every piece of land in his {ferritory
and appraise or assess its actual cash value for taxation.
The assessors clected were Ira Ferguson, for the distriet
composed of Ohio (then including Pierce), Union, and
Miami townships; Richard Pemberton, for that of Tate,
Williamsburgh, and Batavia; A. D. Fagin, for that of
Monroe, Washington, and Franklin; and J. M. Barr, for
that of Wayne, Jackson, Stonelick, and Goshen,

In 1860 the law provided for decenniul appraiscments
of realty, and now began the election in cach township of
an assessor to value the lands, and the following were
clected :

Pierce, Joseph D. IHatfield; Tate, Richard Pemberton; Wayne,
William McKinney; Jackson, J. K. Hartman; Fraoklin, John
Miller; Stonelick, Moses Long; Monroe, E. G. Brown; Ohio,
William B. Fitzpatrick; Washington, Jared Lemar; Williams-
burgh, S. G. Peterson ; Goshen, Lewis Terwilliger ; Union, John
S. Jenkins; Batavia, Abram Miley; Miami, Elisha J. Emery.

In 1870 the following land assessors were chosen :
Batavia, Daniel Kidd; Williamsburgh, M. Hardin; Monroe, L. D.
Purkiser: Jackson, W. T. Hartman; Ohio, William B. Fitzpat-
rick ; Wayne, Charles Jones; Union, Burroughs W. Teal ; Goshen,
N. F. Luckey; Tate, Samuel Callen; Washington, W, W, Man-
ning; Stouelick, Jacob Burns; Miami, A, M. Gateh; Franklin,
Enoch Reed ; Pierce, Nathaniel Temple.

In 1880 the following were the land assessors (elected
in October, 1879): B

Batavia, Thomas Brown; Williamsburgh, Joseph Jenkins; Tate, W.
W. Burk; Washington, Nathan S. Delano; Monroe, Abraham
Bushman; Ohio, William B. Fitzpatrick; Pierce, Fernando C.
Butler; Union, William Prickett ; Miami, II. P, Brown ; Goshen,
David R. Irwin; Wayne, Silas Muchmore ; Stonelick, Hezekinh
il Jacksou, Willinmm Hunter.

The first Stateboard of equalization, consisting. of one
member from cach Congressional district, elected by joint
ballot of both Houses of the Legislature, assembled Dec.
17,1825, and was in session until Feb. 3, 1826, John
Bigger president. The member from the First District
(Clermont and Hamilton) was Elijah Hayward, afterwards
a judge of the Supreme Court, State librarian, and several
years private secretary of President Jackson. In 1836,
on January 26th, the next State board met, and was in
session three weeks, Samuel Caldwell president, and the
member of the Fifth District (composed of Clermont,
Adams, and Brown) was Benjamin Evans, of Brown
County. On Jan. 25, 1841, the third board, consisting of
one member from each senatorial district, appointed by the
Governor, convened, and the member from Clermont was
Thomas J. Buchanan. The session lasted twenty-nine
days, David T. Disney president. The next State board
met Oct. 26, 1846, with ex-Governor Aller Trimble presi-
dent, and sat twenty-two days. The member from the
Clermont and Brown senatorial district was James Loudon,
of Georgetown. The next State board assembled Nov. 7,
1853, with James B. King, president, and on December
23d adjourned sine die. The member from the Clermont
and Brown district was Andrew L. Powell, of Felicity.
The next State board were in session in the winter of 1860
and 1861, and the member from Clermont and Brown
senatorial district was Jesse Dugan, of Higginsport. The
last State board convened on Nov. 7, 1870, and adjourned
March 9, 1871, its president being William S. Groesbeck,
of Cincinnati. This was a session of great importance to
the real-estate owners of the State, and its action was
marked by careful serutiny into the valuations returned by
the township and ward assessors. The member from Cler-
mont was William Roudebush, representing the Clermont
and Brown senatorial district, who was one of its leading
workers, and, being a large land-owner—the largest in
Clermont—and a practical agriculturist, was enabled to
have great influence with the board. Col. Roudebush’s
labors proved of incaleulable importance and benefit to the
property-holders and tax-payers of this county in not only
preventing the board making additions to the valuations
returned to them, but in causing a reduction of a million
dollars on them.

CHAPTER XL

. COMMISSIONERS’ EARLY PROCEEDINGS—ESTAB-

LISHING THE FIRST ROADS—BUILDING BRIDGES
—HOW MATTERS WERE MANAGED THREE-
QUARTERS OF A CENTURY AGO.

UNDER the State government, which went into operation
in March, 1803, the board of county commissioners took
the place of the justices’ Court of Quarter Sessions in the
management of the county’s internal affairs, such as levy-
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ing taxes, paying and allowing bills, establishment of roads,
building of bridges, and, in short, all business pertaining
properly to the county’s domestic affairs not specially con-
fided to the township authorities.

The first meeting was held on the first Monday of June,
1804, at the house of Nicholas Sinks, in Williamsburgh,
then 'the usual place of holding the Courts of Common
Pleas in and for the county, and consisted of Robert Towns-
ley, George Conrad, and Amos Smith, elected at a special
election held in April previous. They appointed Roger W.
Waring their clerk, and then determined by lot the time
for which respectively they should continue in office, which
resulted in fixing the term of Robert Townsley until the
ensuing October annual election, that of George Conrad
until the second succeeding annual election, and that of
Amos Smith until the third annual election, to wit, in Oc-
tober, 1806.

The.commissioners at this session allowed William Perry,
ex-sheriff, one hundred dollars payment in part of his con-
tract made with the associate judges for hauling stone to
build a court-house in Williamsburgh, to be paid .out of the
money appropriated at August term of 1803 by the asso-
ciate judges for that purpose. Daniel Kain was allowed
thirty-six and one-half' dollars as deputy sheriff and jailer
for diet, ete., furnished John Rowe one hundred and four-
teen days while in jail charged with murder, and for one
tub and one padlock for the use of the jail; Daniel Kidd,
one dollar and fifty cents for killing an old panther on the
21st of October, 1803. Roger W. Waring, as clerk of
Common Pleas Court, in cases where the State failed in
prosecutions, where the criminals were insolvent, and for
fees in establishment of three public highways, received
twenty-four dollars and a half. John Dunham got three
dollars and seventy-five cents for services as supervisor of
part of Ohio township. Five dollars were appropriated to
buy a book for their proceedings, and twelve and a half to
Deputy Sheriff Daniel Kain for advertising William
McKinnis, who was committed to jail on suspicion of horse-
stealing, and also for taking and guarding said McKionis
(on a writ of kabeas corpus) from Williamsburgh to Leba-
non and attending the judge there. William Hughes bad
killed an old wolf, Dec. 31, 1802, and was paid three dollars,
The following supervisors were given allowances for services
in charge of the highways: John McMeans, of Miami
township, for year 1802, eleven dollars and eighty-seven
and one-half cents; Edward Hall, of Pleasant, five dollars
(Fielding Feagans, of same township, failed to get his bill
for like services allewed) ; Ezekiel Dimmitt, of Ohio, three
dollars and seventy-five cents. Thomas McFarland killed
an old wolf on January 22, 1804, and was granted one
dollar and fifty cents. The sheriff was appropriated twenty
dollars, his annual allowance named by luw in cases where
the State failed in prosecution and when the criminals were
insolvent. Peter Light, for keeping an estray horse given
up to him by Joseph Jackson to sell while said Light was
sheriff, and for selling said horse,—it appearing that the said
Light bad paid into the county treasury the whole amount
for which said horse was sold, without retaining his fee (a
thing never since heard of on the part of an official),—got
three dollars. . This was the entire doings of the first ses-

sion. Board again met July 23,1804, and William Holmes
was granted fourteen dollars and twenty-nine cents, the
amount (deducting the treasurer's fees) which was paid
into the county treasury by the sheriff for an estray horse
sold to Jasper Shotwell, which turned out to be the property
of said Holmes. Thomas Frost, supervisor of Miami, and
Adam Snider, of Williamsburgh, were respectively paid four
dollars and thirty-seven cents and ten dollars. There were
granted to Henry Chapman for returning poll-book of
Pleasant township, and Jeriah Wood that of Washington,
one dollar each. They bought. for five dollars a book to
keep the accounts against the treasurer and collector, and
made their settlement with Peter Light, collector of county
taxes for the year 1802.

There were allowed (at August session. of 1804) to Ed-
ward Sopp, for killing an old wolf, Oct. 4, 1803, one dollar
and fifty cents; to Laben Ricords, for killing two wolves,
Oct. 3, 1803, and to Alexander Buchanan, for killing two,
Oct. 6, 1803, two dollars to each party. The associate
judges were allowed for their services two dollars per day,
and paid ; and, from the bills allowed, it seems the follow-
ing were the listers of lands and taxable property in the
various townships: Williamsburgh, Daniel Kain; Pleasant,
William White; Ohio, Shadrach Lane; Miami, Joseph
Brown; Williamsburgh, Robert Dickey; Ohio, David
Kelly. Nicholas Sinks got twenty dollars for a year's rent
of house in which to hold the courts. There were granted
for killing wolves,—to Jacob Burget (on Feb. 12, 1804),
one dollar and fifty cents; Christian Shingle, for an old
wolf,- Nov. 8, 1803, one dollar and fifty cents; William
Stewart, one dollar and fifty cents; John Mefford, one
killed Feb. 22, 1802, one dollar and fifty cents; Archibald
MecLean, one killed Dec. 16, 1802; George Washburn,
an old and vicious one, three dollars; same for another on
Feb. 16, 1804 ; John Lattimore, one killed Oct. 16, 1804,
one dollar and fifty cents; Peter Frybarger, one killed,
Feb. 2, 1804, one dollar and fifty cents; and to Thomas
Davis, for an old panther killed Aug. 1, 1804, and wolf
July 30, three dollars.

Daniel Kain was appointed collector of county taxes,
and gave bonds, with James Kain and Samuel W. Davis
as securities. Roger W. Waring made out three duplicates
of the taxes on the lands of residents within the county,—
one for the collector, one for the auditor of state, and one
for commissioners,—and for all this work received forty-
eight dollars. Joshua Collet, for services as prosecuting
attorney for Septcmber term of 1803 in Supreme Court,
got twelve dollars, and Martin Mdrshal, for like services at
June term of Common Pleas, twenty dollars. There was
given to Thomas E. Allen seven dollars and fifty-seven
cents for conveying, guarding, ete. (all expenses included),
John Rowe to jail, charged with the murder of Mary
Malone. William Perry, late sheriff, presented a claim of
sixty-four dollars and thirty-four cents, it being the amount
of a judgment obtained against him by Stephen Frazer in
an action for letting a certain Andrew Cotterell escape on
mesne process, but said claim laid over.

Nov. 5, 180-4,—present, George Conrad, Amos Smith,
and Amos Ellis—the latter elected at October election
vice Townsley, whose time had expired,—John Shroof got
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three dollars for an old panther killed; Henry Sumalt,
same for two wolves; John Anderson, for an old panther
killed Nov. 19, 1804, one dollar and fifty cents; and John
White, for killing an old wolf, Nov. 14, 1803, one dollar
and fifty cents; John Erwin, for guarding William Magin-
nis four nights in the jail, one dollar (twenty-five cents per
night ; the guard probably slept with the prisoner) ; Robert
Townsley took four dollars and a half for killing three old
wolves.

February session, 1805, Henry Zumalt, for killing an old
wolf in 1805, Nicholas Prickett one in 1804, one dollar
and a half each; and the latter was allowed two dollars for
killing two young ones in 1802.

June term, 1805, Jacob Miller, for killing an old wolf,
Nov. 1, 1804, got one dollar and a half. The rates of
tavern licenses for ensuing year were established, to wit:
“ In Williamsburgh, eight dollars; in Bethel, six dollars;
in White Haven, four dollars; in Staunton (now Ripley),
four dollars; and all other taverns four dollars. The ferries
were priced as follows: at Staunton (now Ripley), across
the Ohio per annum, two dollars; at Waters’ ferry (now in
Brown), four; at Samuel Ellis’ (now in Brown), above the
mouth of White Ouk, one dollar and a half; at White
Haven, four dollars; at Boud's and Bolander’s, four dollars
each ; at the mouth of Bullskin, five dollars; at Machir'’s
ferry, two dollars; at or within one mile of Twelve-Mile
Creek, three dollars; and at all other ferries that may be
established across the Ohio River, two dollars. The rates
were fixed,—to wit, the highest rates allowed by law on all
the other waters within or bounden on this county,—for a
foot person six and quarter cents, and the full amount to
the extent of the law for all other ferriages. Joseph Wood,
for killing one old wolf, Sept. 17, 1804, was allowed one
dollar and a half.

August term, 1805, Thomas Morris, for services as clerk
of the election for sheriff, and as judge of the annual clec-
tion, was allowed one dollar. Xdward Doughty, Stephen
Parker, John Latimore, and Andrew Irwin were each al-
lowed one dollar for killing wolves, all killed in May, June,
and July. The report of the viewers on the road from
Denhamstown to the mouth of Bullskin (viewers, Obed
Denham, James South, John Boggess, and John Conrey,

with Houton Clark as surveyor) was approved, and the road -

ordered opened. »
November term, 1805, William 8. Jump now appeared

as commissioner, elected in place of George Conrad. Upon
a petition of a number of inhabitants of the townships of
Pleasant and Tate for viewers to view the way for a road
leading from Waters' road and beginning at or near the
still-house of Daniel Feagans, running from thence by or
near Roney’s mill, and from thence along the dividing
ridge between White Oak and Bullskin' Creeks, and to be
" continued on until it intersects Waters’ road at or near the
_ plantation of Aaron Leonard, it was ordered that Daniel
TFeagans, Fielding Feagans, and James Rounds (or any two
of them) view ‘the way as aforesaid, and Houton Clurke
survey the same, and that they muke report thereof agree-
ably to law.  On the proposed road beginning at the Indian
Riffle on the Little Miami, and running from thence by
Silas Hutchinson’s to Wilson’s mills; on the Obannon, it

. Pleasant townships.

was ordered that Joseph Hutchinson, Theophilus Simonton,
and John Davies be the viewers, and that Owen Todd make
the survey. On the projected road from Williamsburgh by
the plantations of William Hunter and Christopher Hart-
man, to intersect the State road near the latter’s residence,
William Lytle, William Hunter, and Robert Dickey were
selected viewers, and R. W. Waring surveyor. On the
road to be built from Denhamstown through the © Yankee
Settlement” to Henry Zumalt’s, on White Ouk Creek, Jumes
Rounds, Robert Allen, and Houton Clarke were the viewers,
the latter doing the surveying. Oue large lock and two
padlocks, at a cost of thirty-two dollars, were purchased for
the jail. David C. Bryan was allowed four dollars and
fifty cents for surveying the new road from Williamsburgh
to the county-line on a dircction to West Union, the viewers
of which were William Wardlow, Ramoth Bunting, and
John Lytle; chainmen, Roland Boyd, Sumuel Wardlow ;
and marker, Josiah Osborn ; which road was ordered estab-
lished. The bond of Levi Rogers, sheriff-elect, was received
and approved,'z\nd contained the following securities,— Wil-
liam Smith, James Sargent, John Boultinghouse, Abraham
Wood, James South, John Sargent, George Brown, Wil-
liam Buchanan, John Wood, and David Wood, all solid
men of those days,—and was in the sum of four thousand
dollars. Upon a list returned by Alexander Robb, a lister
of Ohio township, of a stud-horse belonging to Jacob Light

" (which said Light refused to list agreeably to luw), stating

that said horse stood the season at the rate of three dollars,
it was ordered that said Light be taxed with the said stud-
horse fourfold, amounting to twelve dollars, and that he be
proceeded against for its immediate payment. The neces-
sity of laying before the public an account of the receipts
and espenditures of the county since June, 1803, was
agreed upon. The commissioners stipulated to pay their
clerk fifteen dollars per annum, and ordered that all delin-
quent collectors appear before them by the first Tuesday of
the coming January to square up their receipts and make
exhibits of outstanding delinquencies. .

January term, 1806, R. W. Waring, the old clerk to the
board, having resigned, Amos Ellis, one of the board, was
elected in his place. Settled with the county treasurer,
Nicholas Sinks; found that he had properly accounted for
all moneys reccived by him, and found a balance due him
of cighty dollars and thirty-nine cents. Settled with Alex-
ander Robb and Benjamin Sharp, collectors of Ohio and
Tavern licenses fixed as follows: In
Williamsburgh, eight dollars ; in Bethel, four and one-half’;
and in all other parts of the county, four. Ferry licenses
put at this schedule: At Waters’, White Haven, Boude’s,
Bolander's, four dollars each; at Staunton, two; at Sam
Ellis’, one and a half; at mouth of Bullskin, five; within
one mile of Twelve-Mile Creek, three; and at all other
places that ferries may be established, two each. The fol-
lowing bounties were offered for the killing of wolves for
the ensuing year; for any wolf exceeding six months old,
two dollars: and any under that age, one dollar. In pur-
suance of an act of the General Assembly, it was ordered
that the township listers collect the State and county tax
of 1806.

June term, 1806, settled with Andrew Jackson, late col-
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lector of Washington township, and resolved that the listers
appear on the 30th and give security for their collections.
Joshua Manning, for listing Washington township, reccived
twenty dollars, Josiah Boothby eighteen for that of Tate,
. and Benjamin Sharp fifteen for that of Pleasant. William
Fee was allowed twelve dollars and seventy-two cents for
necessary irons purchased by him as county inspector.
Oliver Lindsey listed Willimmsburgh township, and got
twenty dollars therefor; and Joseph Bowman, Mjami, for
eighteen dollars.

Scptember term, 1806, allowed Henry Fitzpatrick and
William Beasley each two dollars for killing a wolf, and to
William Lytle, postmaster of Williamsburgh, two dollars
and ten cents for postage on a duplicate of resident lands
in the county for the year 1806 and a letter accompanying
the same. Nicholus Sinks, John Erwin, Sr., and Samuel
Howell were appointed viewers, and David C. Bryan s
veyor, on the proposed road from the court-house in Wil-
liamsburgh, crossing the east fork by or near the house where
John Erwin, Sr., now lives; thence on a northwesterly
direction on the best ground until it intersects the road
leading from the house of James Kain towards Chillicothe.
On the proposed road beginning at Johns’ mill, at or near
the Ohio River, to the Little Miami, at John Smith’s mill,
John Vaneaton, William Robb, and William Whitaker
were viewers, and John Hunter surveyor. An order was
issued to the supervisors of Ohio township to open a road
from the branch of Shalor’s Run to the county-line. Chris-
tian Long and William McKinney took an order each for
two dollars for killing a wolf, with which they paid their
taxes. On the proposed road from the plantation of John
P. Shinkle, at the four-mile tree, in the Boude's Ferry and
Williamsburgh road, and to run intersecting the same road
near the “ Yankee Settlement,” Samuel Rounds, John P.
Shinkle, and Josinuh Boothby were viewers, and John
Boude surveyor; and on the projected road from Boude’s
Ferry to intersect the Cinciunati road at the mouth of
Bullskin Creek, Samuel Ellis, Robert Higgins, and Gabriel
Aikins were viewers, and Joseph Wells surveyor.

December term, 1806, there were allowed for killing
wolves: Jesse Gold, an old one, two dollars; Shadrach
Tribble, an old one, two dollars; Hugh Ferguson, an old
one, two dollars; Charles Ramsey, two young ones, two
dollars. There being objections to the report on the road
from Johns’ mill, on the Olio, to John Smith’s mill, on
the Little Miami, John Donham, Robert Townsley, Jacob
Whetstone, William Christy, and Peter Emery were ap-
pointed to review it and settle the matter. Samuel B. Kyle
killed an old wolf, and took his two-dollar order. On the
road wanted from Jacob Light's residence, on the Ohio
-River, thence to Daniel Light's saw-mill, thence the nearest
and best way towards the ¢ Round Bottom,” John Don-
ham, William Bennett, and Rodom Morin were viewers,
and Peter Light surveyor. John Boggess, Henry Cuppee,
and Jacob Whinton were appointed viewers, and Houton
Clarke surveyor, to view the road from the Ohio River
opposite Stepstone to Bethel, also to view the way for a
road the nearest and best way from Bethel, to intersect the
Stepstone road near to Alexander Buthanan's, and to see
if a pearer and better way from Buchanan’s to Bethel can

" phus Waters as viewers.

be had. On the road wanted from Bethel to John Har-
mon’s, John Boggess, Walen Williams, and William Win-’
ters were viewers, and Houton Clarke surveyor. Tor killing
wolves, Samuel B. Kyle, William Glancy,, James Fitzpat-
rick, and Stephen Calvin were cach allowed two dollars.
The bond of Jeremiah Beck, Jr., coroner-elect, was pre-
sented, being for two thousand dollars, with the following
sceurities,—Kelly Burke and Sears Crane,—and the same
approved.

January term, 1807, as the reviewers on the road wanted
from Johns' mill, on the Ohio, to John Smith’s mill, on
the Little Miami, reported the damages of Samuel B.
Kyle to be two hundred and thirty dollars to his place, the
board considered it too much to pay, and refused to build
the road. Part of the Denhamstown road, from a branch
of Shaylor'’s Run to Hamilton county-line, was vacated.
The road from Williamsburgh to John Legate’s farm by way
of Thompson's mills was ordered to be surveyed by Josephus
Waters, with John Mefford, Henry Chapman, and Jose-
Absalom Brooks received two
dollars for killing a wolf. A road was asked from Tat-
man’s old road, at Henry Wise’s improvement, till it inter-
sected the road at the cross-roads, and William Fee, Con-
rad Metzgar, and Benjamin Sells were viewers, and Joseph
Wells surveyor. :

March term, 1807, Peter, Light, Isaac Higby, and Jo-
seph Dole, as viewers, and the first named as surveyor, were
ordered to view the way for a rgad-from or near the mouth
of Clover Lick Creek to the mouth of Indian Creek.
Upon a petition of a number of inhabitants of the town-
ships of Williamsburgh and Tate, praying that viewers
miglit be appointed to view a way for a road beginning
near the house of Dr. Allison, from thence up the cast
fork, passing near the house of George Ely, thence the
nearest and best way to the house of John Collins, thence
pussing near MeCollum's and Highy’s saw-mill on the
nearest and best ground until it intersects the road leading
from Williamsburgh to the mouth of Twelve-Mile Creek,
Kzekiel Dimmitt, Jacob Sly, and Danicl Husong were
chosen viewers, and David C. Bryan surveyor. (This is
the old, and partly the present, road from Stonelick vid
Batavia to Bantam.) On the road wished from Isaac
Higby's mill to “Goshen meeting-house,” Peter Light,
Shadrach Tribble, and Absalom Brooks were viewers, with
the first named as surveyor.

June term, 1807, a road was desired from Williamsburgh
to intersect the Cincinnati road at * Two-Mile Tree,” with
D. C. Bryan, Daniel Kidd, and Adam Snider as viewers,
the first to make the survey. Henry Dunn was allowed
two dollars for killing a wolf, and James Dunn-four dollars
for killing two wolves. Ferry licenses were regulated, to
wit: At White Haven, Boud’s, Bolander's, cach three
dollars; at mouth of Bullskin, four; at all other places
on the Ohio, two; and at any ferries that are or may be
established on the Little Miami, or any others of the waters
in the county, one dollar and fifty cents. Tavern licenses
were scheduled, to wit : In Williamsburgh seven, and at all
other places four, dollars. The bounties on wolves were
fixed same as previous year. TFor killing five young wolves,
John Mitchel! got five dollars ; Enoch Gest for killing one,
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one dollar ; and Thomas Allen for killing an old one that
had scriously disturbed the scttlements, two dollars. Lewis
township (now in Brown) was organized, extending from
the east end of Washington township, of which it was a
part, to Bullskin Creek. John Rowe, who was in jail for
alleged murdering of Mary Malone, had escaped, and two
dollars were allowed to Nicholas Sinks for taking an ex-
press to Cincinnati to the printer’s to get posters struck
of poor John's escape.

August term, 1807, Shadrach Tribble, for killing one
old and two young wolves, was allowed four dollars; Jacob
Ulrey, for three young ones, three dollars; James Whit-
aker, an old one, two dollars; and KEdward Doughty
and John Miller, the same each.

September term, 1807, for killing wolves, William Boyd-
ston and Thomas John received two dollars each ; also

ames Waits. On the proposed road from the mouth of
the middle fork of Bullskin towards Bethel, Nathan Tat-
man, William Judd, and Joseph Wells were chosen viewers,
—the latter to make the survey. Settled with Nicholas
Sinks, county treasurer, and found five hundred and five
dollars and twenty-seven cents in the treasurer's hands all
right. An order was issued to the supervisors of Tate and
Washington townships to open a road from Bethel to or near
Alexander Buchanan's, opposite the mouth of Stepstone.
Nicholas Sivks, county treasurer, gave bond in sum of
three thousand dollars, with William Hunter and Robert
Townsley as securities. -John Arnold and others, for stand-
ing guard at the prison, were allowed three dollars.

December term, 1807, a road was wanted beginning on
the State road near Bullskin, through the settlements on
Bear Creek and Indian Creek, erossing the latter at Brown’s
mill, till it intersceted the State road at Witham's Settle-
ment, and William Barkley, David Colglazer, and John
Reeves were appointed viewers, and Joseph Jackson sur-
veyor. On the road wished from Bethel to Jacob Light’s,
on the Ohio River, Rhodam Morin, Stephen Frazee, and
Houton Clarke were selected as viewers, the latter to
do the surveying. For killing wolves there were allowed :
ITadey Sapp, two dollars; Shadrach Tribble, four ; Samuel
Doughty, two; Libbeus Day, one; Jacob Ulrey, two;
Joseph Moore, two ; John Crist, John Wray, two.

January term, 1808, Samuel English (who was the fifer
in Col. Lewis Cass’ regiment in the war of 1812, and died in
Chilo, of this county, in 1865), for guarding the jail over
Caldwell and Handley from December 24th to January 29th,
was allowed thirty-nine dollars and thirty-seven cents.

March term, 1808, Ezekiel Howard, John Weeks, and
Moses Wood were each allowed two dollars for killing
an old wolf. Levi Rogers, being re-elected sheriff, gave
bond in the sum of four thousand dollars, with the follow-
ing securities: John White, Henry Willis, Jeremiah Beck,
Jr., and William South. Shadrach Tribble, Thomas Pat-
‘terson, and Michael Cowley each got two dollars for killing
an old wolf; Jeremiah Beck, coroner, was allowed four
dollars and ten cents for services in holding an inquest (the
first of record in the county) on the body of a dead child,
alleged to have been killed by Jane Hamilton. John
Wardlaw, for killing an old wolf, got two dollars.

May term, 1808, for killing wolves, there were allowed
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to William Hartman two dollars; Joseph Glancy, same;
Jacob Burget, four dollars; William Glone, same.

June term, 1808, Moses Wood killed an old wolf, and
got two dollars. Tavern licenses fixed for the year: In
Williamsburgh, eight dollars; in Bethel, six; and at all
other points, four. A road was wanted from Ferguson's
ferry towards Deerfield, by way of Dr. Allison’s ; Shadrach
Lane, Abel Denham, and James Townsley were the viewers,
the latter to make the survey. On the proposed road from
Zachariah Chapman’s, on the State road from Holley’s mill
through the “ Apple Settlement” till it intersected the
county road near Mr. Fairchild’s, on the east fork, Nicholas
Pricket, Henry Davis, and Joseph Shaylor were the viewers,
and Daniel F. Barney the surveyor. William Wardlow and
Fielding Feagans, each for killing two old wolves, received
four dollars, and Jacob and Aaron Burget, for killing an
old one, got two dollars apiece. On the proposed altera-
tion of the Williamsburgh and Newtown road, beginning
where the Denhamstown road forked near Nathan Sutton’s,
and from thence to the Hamilton county-line, John Day,
Peter Emery, and Samuel Lane were the viewers, and
James Townsley surveyor. Ferry licenses for ensuing year
were fixed as follows: At Waters’ or Keuek's, White
Haven, three dollars; Boude’s, Bolander’s, at mouth of
Bullskin, four dollars; at all other places on the Ohio
where ferries may be established, two dollars; and at any
ferry on the Little Miami, or other waters in the county,
one dollar and a half. The rates of bounties on wolves
were scheduled as year before. James Perine was allowed
twelve dollars, and Thomas Foster a like sum, for guarding
the jail over Caleb Wright for twelve days, and Joseph
Huines four dollars for iron-work done for the confinement
of prisoners.

August term, 1808, David Brunk and Thomas Patter-
son received two dollars each for killing an old wolf. The
associate judges, Philip Gatch, John Morris, and Ambrose
Ransom, were each allowed six dollars for a three days’
called court in cases of John Clark and Mordecai S. Ford.
(The latter was convicted of horse-stealing, and publicly
whipped therefor by the sheriff; he died shortly after, and
was the first man buried in the. Calvary Graveyard, in
Washington township.) John Graham and Samuel Glenn,
for guarding jail, got a dollar each; also Josiah Osborn
and James Wilson, for like services, five dollars each.
Horse-thieves gave the authorities great trouble, as we find
Amos Smith got one dollar and seventy-five cents for iron-
work to secure the prisoners in jail. Sheriff Oliver Lind-
sey reccived twelve dollars and sixty-two cents for diet for
Handley, Clark, and Ford at one time, four dollars and
seventy-two cents at another, and a dollar for cleaning the
jail.  Most of these horse-thieves were transient persons,.
but Mordecai S. Ford owned a furm in the Buchanan Set-
tlement.

‘September term, 1808, Timothy Rariden, for killing five
young wolves near New Richmond, received five dollars.
Kazekiel Ball, for apprehending and delivering to the jailer
of this county agreeably to the advertisement of the sheriff
the bodies of Mordecai S. Ford and John Clark, seventy-
three dollars; so it appeared, after all the guarding, night
and day, of the jail, its inmates escaped and put the au-
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thorities to great annoyance and costs. On the proposed
road beginning where the Cincinnati road crosses Shaylor’s
Run, so as to intersect the State road two and a half miles
castward of Moses Broadwell’s place, Ezckicl Dimmitt,
Peter Emery, and James Townsley were viewers,—the
latter to make the survey,—who were likewise to view the
way for a road from the ¢ Nine-Mile Tree,” on the Cincin-
nati road, to intersect the same three-fourths of a mile dis-
tant. It was petitioned to build a road beginning in the
State road leading from the Little Miami to West Union,
near- where the Denhamstown road takes off near the
“ Witham’s Settlement,” and from thence as near as the
trace as was then traveled would admit, until it intersected
the State road leading from Cincinnati to Chillicothe, and
Jacob Teal, Daniel Kirgan, and Daniel F. Barney were the
viewers, the latter to do the surveying. For killing wolves
there were paid to John Warren, two dollars; Nicholas
‘Prickett, four; and John Bridges, two. John Earhart,
for repairing jail, got one dollar; and Samuel English, for
guarding the jail nine days and nights, nine dollars, and for
securing the prisoners Clark and Ford in the jail, two dol-
lars and twenty-five cents. On the proposed road, begin-

ning at or near Samuel Ellis’, on the road from Williams-

burgh to Twelve-Mile Creek, and the road leading from
Williamsburgh to Bullskin, the viewers were Joseph Dole,
Samuel Nelson, and Thomas Page, and Alexander Blair
the surveyor. There was paid James Willson, for guarding
the jail over Ford and Clark, twelve dollars, and Amos
Smith, for irons made to secure Mordecai S. Ford in the
jail, ten dollars. Settled with the county treasurer, and
found him indebted to the county in sum of one hundred
and fifty-three dollars and fifty-nine cents.

October term, 1808, Enoch Gest, for killing an old wolf,
received two dollars. Clark township (now in Brown
County) was organized, and extended from Washington,
Tate, and Lewis townships to the Highland and Adams
county-lines. John Charles furnished nine benches for
jury-rooms and fixed two jail windows, and was paid nine
dollars. An order was issued to Richard Hall, Ezekiel
Leming, and David Roudebush to view a way for a road
from Milford to intersect the road leading from William
Smalley’s mill; on Todd's Fork, Conduce Gatch to make
the survey. Stephen Smith and others, for guarding the
jail the night of October 13th, three dollars and fifly cents.
John Dennis got two dollars and twenty cents for under-
pinning the jail and repairing irons to secure the prisoners.
Stephen Smith and others guarded the jail the night of the
20th, and were paid therefor the sum of three dollars and
fifty cents. For extra guarding of jail, Jacob Ulrey re-
ceived twenty-five cents, and Josiah Osborn two dollars.

December term, 1808, Henry Chapman (of Pleasant
township) appeared as commissioner in place of William S.
Jump, whose term had expired. TFor killing wolves there
were paid William Fletcher, two dollars; Joseph Calvin,
same sum ; Charles Johnston, same sum ; John Gest, same
sum ; James Waits, same sum ; George Sheke, same sum;
Shadrach Tribble, same sum; Joseph Moore, six dollars
(for three old ones); William Fletcher, four dollars (two
old ones); Vincent Wood, two dollars; Thomas South,
same sum ; and Josiah Prickett, same sum.

February term, 1809, there were allowed for wolf-killing,
Ichabod Willis and Peter Waits, each two dollars.

March term, 1809, for wolf-killing there were paid John
Bridges, four dollars; John Godfrey, same sum; Danicl
South and Robert Wright, each two dollars. To view the
amendment to the road leading from mouth of Bullskin to
Cincinnati, near Stout’s, or between there and Twelve-Mile,
Alexander Buchanan, Hugh Ferguson, and Rhodam Morin
were appointed viewers, and Philip Nichols the surveyor.

June term, 1809, Allen Wood, coroner-elect,. presented
his bond in the sum of two thousand dollars, with Nathan
Woods, Johu Arnold, and John Davis as securities; same
was approved and ordered to be recorded. Stephen Smith,
for repairing jail, received one dollar and a half. Tuvern
licenses for ensuing year were priced, to wit : At Williams-
burgh, eight dollars; Bethel and Milford, six; and at all
other points, four. -Ferry licenses were put as follows: At
mouth of Red Oak (mow in Brown County), Waters’,
Samuel Ellis’, White Haven, and Bolander's, three dollars;
at Boude's, six; at Bullskin, four ; at all other ferries that
may be established on the Ohio, two dollars; and at all
points on Little Miami or other waters in the county, one
dollar and fifty cents. Same bounties as before continued
on wolves,—that is, two dollars for wolves over six months
old, and one for those under that age. . For killing wolves
there were paid John Hall, Christian Long, Benjamin
Fisher, two dollars each; Hugh Ferguson, eight dollars;
and James Fee, and Greenberry Lakin, one dollar each.
On the proposed road from Danby’s mill to intersect the
Williamsburgh and Twelve-Mile road where it crosses the
east fork, nearly opposite Clover Lick Creek, the viewers
were William Johnston, George Higby, and Isaac Higby,
with David C. Bryan as surveyor.

September term, 1809, for killing wolves there were paid :
John Morris, one dollar; Andrew Frybarger, one dollar;
Joseph Moore, two dollars. On the proposed road from Har-
ner's Run, in Miami township, across the mill ford to
Stonelick, the viewers were Richard Hall, Josiah Prickett,
and William Glone, and Zachariah Tolliver the surveyor.
John Kain and John Boyd, for guarding jail over John
Mureat, June court, received two dollars. Settled with
Nicholas Sinks, county treasurer, and found the county
indebted to him one hundred and twenty dollars and fifty-
seven cents.

October term, 1809, James Garland, for killing an old
wolf, got two dollars. On the road wanted in Miami town-
ship from Christian Waldsmith’s mill up Harner's Run to
the school-house (the first school-house mentioned in Cler-
mont records), past Jacob Long's, crossing the Williamsburgh
road to * the Widow Roudebush’s,” the viewers were Rich-
ard Frazee, Andrew Shederly, and Robert Hewitt, and Con-
duce Gatch the surveyor. John Charles fixed the fireplaces
in the court-house and whitewashed its walls for seven
dollars.

November term, 1809, paid Dunhem MecCoy eight and
one-half dollars for guarding the jail over James Black, and
eight dollars to Adam Snider for like services. Oliver
Lindsey, sheriff, elected at the Oclober election, presented
his official bond in the penal sum of four thousand dollars,
with the following securitics,—Thomas Paxton, Samuel
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Buayed, and T. S. Foote,—which was duly approved, and
Thomas Morris, of Bethel, then onc of the Supreme judges
of the State of Ohio, administered to the new sheriff the
solemn oath of office, being the only official act on record
of Judge Morris, who was the next winter (two months
after) legislated out of office. '

December term, 1809, the board appointed Danicl Kain
its clerk. TFor killing wolves there were paid: John
Bridges, four dollars; John IHamilton, two; Theophilus
Simonton, two ; John Gest, six ; Peter Fronk, one ; Charles
Baum, one ; Joab Woodruff, two ; James Henderson, two;
Jacob Frazee, two ; Charles Waits, two ; Jacob Waits, two.

February term, 1810, Levi Rogers having in the summer
of 1809 resigned his office of sheriff, the coroner, Allen
Wood, filled out the remaining six months of his term, and
for extra services was paid twenty dollars.

March term, 1810, for killing wolves there were paid:
James Ellis, two dollars; John Osborn, same; John
Bridges, same.  On the proposed road from Williamsburgh
to the  salt-works,” on the east fork, occupied by Peter
Wilson, there were appointed as viewers Daniel Kain, Ra-
moth Bunting, and Charles Waits (the great wolf-killer and
hunter), with David C. Bryan as surveyor.

June term, 1810, for wolf-killing there were paid : Peter
Harden, two dollars; William Davis, five; William Glone,
six ; William Smith, two ; John Waits (panther), two. On
the road wanted beginning near Thomas Robinson’s, on the
State road, near the east fork, leading down said stream past
Sumuel Fountain’s and ¢ Major Shaylor’s,” and continued
on to the county-line near the “ Round Bottom mills,” the
viewcers appointed were Jacob Teal, Jacob Voorhies, and
Jacob Whetstone (three Jacobs), with Daniel F. Barney as
surveyor.

August term, 1810, for killing wolves Timothy Raridin
got six dollars for six young ones, and two dollars for an old
one. John Karhart made the clerk of the court a book-
case for twelve dollars, and John Boyd, for iron-work to
confine the prisoners in jail, received thirteen dollars and
sixty cents.

September term, 1810, on the proposed road beginning
at John Troy’s, on “ Stone Run,” passing Townsley’s and
McClelland’s mill to the « Deeifield road,” the viewers
were Conrad Harsh, Robert Lane, and Samuel Kilbreath,
with James Townsley as surveyor. To view the way for a
road beginning at “old Mr. Apple’s lane,” thence by
¢ Stony Run,” past Richard Doughty’s and Charles Rob-
inson’s, to intersect the Denhamstown road, the viewers
were Richard Doughty, Joseph Dole, Ezekiel Dimmitt,
with James Townsley as surveyor. Joseph Leming, for
killing an old wolf, received two dollars,and R. W. Waring,
clerk, for extra services in a called court on cases of Jane
Hamilton, William Thomas, Yanger Prickett, etc., received
fifteen dollars and eighty cents. David C. Bryan, road com-
missioner on the road leading from the county-line between
the counties of Highland and Clermont, and from thence to
Milford, was paid fifty-three dollars and seventy-four cents.

November term, 1810, Oliver Lindsey, sheriff, for taking
and victualing Wm, Thomas in jail, got twenty-six dollars,
and for sundry service in furnishing firewood, candles, etc.,
at Supreme Court session, three dollars. -

December term, 1810, on the proposed road from where
Apple’s road intersects the State road until it interseets the
road from Clover Lick Creck to the mouth of Indian
Creck, between the six- and seven-mile tree, crossing
Twelve-Mile Creek near Jacob Fisher’s, the viewers were
Nathan Morgan, George Brown, and Joseph Dole, and
Joseph Jackson the surveyor. TFor the road reached
from ¢ three forks of Nine-Mile Creek” to William Reece's,
the viewers were John Dunham, Isaiah Ierguson, and
Rhodam Morin, with Philip Nichols as surveyor. Benja-
min IHess (afterwards the notorious counterfeiter of Bear
Creek) was paid two dollars for killing an old wolf. On
the road prayed for from near Henry TFitzpatrick’s, near
the mouth of Ten-Mile Creek, and up same till it inter-
sects the Williamsburgh road, the viewers were Shadrach
Dial, Joseph Dole, and Joseph Jackson, the latter acting
as surveyor also.

Mareh term, 1811, James Kain was allowed two dollars
for use of a room, with fires, for the board. Joseph Cal-
vin, for killing three old wolves, was paid six dollars.

April term, 1811, John Earhart, for making two boxes
for the jury-ballots (?), was paid a dollar and a half.

June term, 1811, on the proposed road beginning at or
near Samuel Beck’s, passing Kelly Burk’s mill, to intersect
the road leading from Williamsburgh to the mouth of « Big
Indian Creek,” the viewers were John Boggess, Thomas
West, and Joseph Jackson, the latter to make the survey.
On the road wanted from mouth of Stonelick through
“ @lancy’s Lane” and by Joseph Moore’s, and up Stone-
lick as far as ¢ McKinney’s old improvement,” the viewers
were William Glaney, Josiah Prickets, and Joseph Moore,
with Zachariah Talliafero as surveyor. Settled with county
treasurer Nicholas Sinks, and found him indebted to the
county three hundred and seventy-two dollars and fifteen
cents. The board appropriated thirty-five dollars for the
purpose of building a bridge across a branch of « Clover
Lick Creek,” on the State road, between George and Peter
Light’s, under the superintendence of George Light, which
was the first bridge built in Clermont by the county au-
thorities, as the records indicate. Tavern licenses for fol-
lowing year were thus rated: at Williamsburgh, eight
dollars ; at Bethel and "Milford, five; at all other poiats,
four. Ferry licenses were priced, to wit: at Red Oak,
Sell’s, three dollars; at Samuel Ellis’, two; at Boude's,
five; at Bullskin, four; at all other places, if established
on the Ohio, two dollars; and at all places on the Little
Miami, one dollar and a half. Daniel Kain was appointed
to procure a half-bushel agreeable to the act « Entitled an
Act for Regulating Measures.”

September term, 1811, on the projected road from Bethel
passing through the plantation of Okey Vanosdol and by
Levi and Benjamin Tingley's ¢ tan-yard’’ (the first noted on
the county records), thence near a school-house (the second
noted on the county records), by John Ross’ to the east
side of Thomas Davis’, the viewers were Jeremiah Beck,
Jr., John Morris, and Thomas West, with John Bogges as
surveyor. On the road wanted from Williamsburgh past
John Charles’ mill, on Stonelick, to intersect the road lead-
ing from Todd’s Fork to DMiiford, the viewers were
Josiah Prickett, John Kain, and Hugh Dickey, with
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James Townsley as the surveyor. On the road wished
from ¢ Nevillesville” wup the river-bottom to ¢ Willow
Creek,” past James Sargent’s mill, and still up the creek
between Matthew Boner’'s and George Botts', by ¢ Hope-
well Meeting-House,” until on a dividing-line of survey
northeast it intersects the State road leading from the
‘mouth of Bullskin to the county-seat at Williamsburgh, the
viewers were Jonathan Taylor, Joseph McKibben, and
Alexander Buchanan, with James Sargent as surveyor.
The foregoing were also ordered to view the way for a road
from ¢ Nevillesville” so as to intersect the Stepstone road
near Aundrew Buchanan’s.  For the alteration of the road
from Milford to * Smalley’s mill” the viewers appointed were
Joseph Bowman, Alexander Hughey, and Andrew Erwin.

December term, 1811, appeared Gideon Minor, com-
missioner clected at the October election in place of Henry
Chapman, whose term had expired. James O. Flint’s bill
of. sixty-four dollars and thirty-seven and a half cents for
repairing the court-house was allowed. The report of the
viewers—DFrederick Eppert, Edward Chapman, and Joseph
Behymer—on the alteration of the Williamsburgh road
through the lands of Joseph Fagin was confirmed. James
Ralston, as court bailiff for April term, was allowed two
dollars and a half, and William Shearer, for like services
at the succeeding term, six dollars. John Kain, for appre-
hending Theophilus Case, was paid three dollars.

March term, 1812, William Fee, for procuring the neces-
sary ¢branding-irons,” agreeably to the direction of the
court, to be used by him as inspector, was allowed nineteen
dollars, and James Herbert, jailer, for boarding David Fer-
guson ninety-four days in jail, received twenty-three dollars
and fifty cents. Ou the proposed road beginning near the
mouth of Indian Creck, thence up the same, passing
“ Abram’s mill,” thence near John Lowe’s plantation, by
that of John Klingler, and between Stephen Frazee and
Peter MeClain, and passing Thomas Carter, to intersect
the county road near Kelly Burk’s mill, Thomas Marsh,
John Boggess, and John Lowe were the viewers, with
Boggess as sarveyor. On the proposed road from Nevilles-
ville up Willow Creek, William Fee, Peter Hastings, George
Botts, Erasmus Prather, and Zadock Watson filed their
statement that they would thereby be greatly injured ; the
following were appointed to assess their damages: Joseph
Wells, David Miller, and Stephen Bolander. Samuel
Howell, for furnishing a blanket for Graham in jail, was
paid one dollar and seventy-five cents. The duplicate this
year showed as follows:

First-rate 1ands....ccoss vesees srnnneerennnnnnes 3,501} acres.
Second-rate 1ands....cevcniens cennienne conenn 125,501 ¢
Third-rate lands..ccceees ceeee 46,053% ¢
Amount of taxes in COUDLY...evverrervensees $1659.16%

Isaac Foster, constable, for attending on the traverse jury
at the December term, was allowed two dollars and twenty-
five cents. The board believing that James Lewis, con-
fined in the jail, is an unworthy burden to the county,
therefore it is ordered -that the sheriff discharge him.
April term, 1812, the bond of Sheriff Oliver Lindsey,
re-clected, and in the sum of four thousand dollars, was
presented, with the following securities,—Thomas Paxton,

George Ely, John T. Strother, William Christy, and T. S.”

Foote,—and was approved.
11

June term, 1812, fourteen dollars and seventy-five cents
was allowed jailer Herbert for boarding in jail Benjamin
Legate and Jumes Allen. On the application of Aundrew
Megrue to alter the roud leading from Milford, passing
Ranson’s, and the road leading from Harner’s Run to
Stonelick, near ¢ Captain Slone’s,” the following viewers
were selected: Ambrose Ranson, Nathaniel Barber, and
Jobin Gest. On the Nevillesville and Willow Creek road
the viewers gave Erasmus Prather five dollars damages,
William TFee eleven dollars and sixty-two and one-half
cents, Peter Hasting thirteen dollars and twenty-five cents,
but awarded none to Zadock Watson or George Botts.
Established tavern and ferry licenses at rates of previous
year. '

August term, 1812, one dollar was allowed for board of
Richard S. Sanburn in jail.

December term, 1812, on the proposed road in Washing-
ton township beginning near Jacob Fisher's, where a road
from the State road ends, passing by John Flack’s planta-
tion, through Henry Cuppy’s land and Thompson Gates,
thence to * Gilbert's horse-mill,”" thence to intersect Man-
ning's and Minor's road, thence with said road to intersect
the State road between William Watson’s and the ¢ Widow
Harmon,” William Thompson, David Smith, and Peter
MecClain were chosen viewers, and Joseph Jackson sur-
veyor. On the petition to turn the road leading from the
« Middle Fork of Bullskin,” the viewers were William S.
Jump, David Miller, and Isaac Barkley.

March term, 1813, on the alteration of the Neville road
past “ Hopewell Mecting-House,” the viewers were John
Prather, Hugh Larkin, and. James Sargent. On the pro-
posed road in Washington township leading from or near
William Winter's, thence to ¢ Wiley's saw-mill,” thence
to “ George Brown’s mill,” thence to intersect the road
leading from the mouth of Big Indian Creek, near James
Abrams, the viewers were John Manning, Thomas Fee,
and Robert Brown, with Benjamin Penn as surveyor. On
the road wanted from  Clark's mill,” on Bullskin, till it
intersected the Bolander road between Mark Day’s and
Michael Conley’s, the viewers were Stephen Bolander, Wil-
liam Judd, and Allen B. Hughes, with the latter as sur-

veyor. The rates of lands for 1813 were as follows:

Acres.

First-rate 1ands.....ccovvvsrrinninneninnoneineionnen 3,652
Second ¢ ¢ .. 131,973
Third “ ¢ . 48,9273
Amount of taxes il COUNLY..ccevervvervossvuserene $1638.41

For boarding Samuel Henry one hundred days in jail
there was allowed twenty-five dollars. The official bond of
Jeremialt Beck as coroner was presented, being in amount
two thousand dollars, with the following securities : Samuel
Beck and James South.

June term, 1813, the rates of tavern licenses and ferries
were put as In two previous years. The following were the
listers of taxable property in the-county this year: Miami,
Robert Hewitt; Union, Laban Brazier; Washington,
Henry H. Evans; Williamsburgh, John Earhart; Obhio,
Joseph Evans; Tate, Samuel Beck; Lewis, Reuben Ba-
ring; Pleasant, Benjamin Griffin; Stonehck John Whort-
man; Clark, Thomas Myers; who were also appomted by
the commissioners to collect the taxes.
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July term, 1813, John McBeth, for surveying a road
from “ Widow Shinkle's” to “ Chapman’s mill,” on White
Oak, was allowed thirteen dollars and eighty cents.

September term, 1813, on the proposed roads from Ne-
ville to mouth of Indian Creek, and one to the Ohio River
at low water from the * Neville public square,” the viewers
were Hugh McKibben, Nathaniel Bouser, and Alexander
Buchanan. On the projected Stonelick road, Levi Moore,
John Fee, and Richard Marsh were chosen viewers, and
Samuel Hill surveyor, to begin at John Moore’s, at a road
running from Townsley’s mill to Richard Hall’s, down
“ Brushy TFork,” passing down Stonelick by dJonathan
Smith’s farm, thence to the foot of a hill by David Brunk’s
farm, there to intersect the Milford road. Samuel Shaw,
jailer, for boarding Reuben Darrel, a prisoner, was allowed
one dollar aud seventy-five cents. Daniel Kain was ordered
to raise the chimney on the court-house to prevent the fires
from being dangerous, and to secure the floor in the clerk’s
office with sheet iron and a circular bar to prevent any con-
flagrations by fire. On the prayed-for roads,—one from
Bethel, to a branch that puts into “ Poplar Creck” above
“ Obed Denham'’s mill-dam,” thence down said branch to
the creck, thence to ¢ Denham’s mill,” one from the mouth
of “Sugar-Tree Run” up to the State road leading from
Williamsburgh to the mouth of Indian Creek, near the
mouth of “ Thomas Page’s lane,” and one to begin at Kelly
Burk’s mill, to intersect the first-mentioned road at Den-
ham’s mill-dam,—the viewers were John Brown, William
Brown, and William Smith, and John Boggess surveyor.

October term, 1813, Levi Pigman, elected commissioner -

in place of Amos Smith, whose term had expired, appeared,
and was sworn in. Foot & Tweed, for printing the expen-
ditures of the county for year ending June 13, 1813, were
allowed siz dollars. The following grand jurors were or-
dered to be paid each two dollars and twenty-five cents:
Isaac Ellis, Daniel Light, Jesse Justice, Reuben Leag:ock;
Benjumin Smith, Abrabam Leming, Nathaniel Barber,
Jesse Smith, Joshua Davis, Luther Crane, William White,
John Morris, Andrew McGrue, and John MeLeadder.
The official bond of George Ely, sheriff, in sum of four
thousand dollars, with Robert Townsley, John Towasley,
Thomas Cade, and Oliver Lindsey as securities, was pre-
sented, approved, and recorded.
December term, 1813, prison-bounds of the jail for debtors
were fixed.
March term, 1814, fixed the license for ferries over the
cast fork at fifty cents, and the ferriage rates as follows:
For man and horse in high water, twelve and a half cents;
for a foot-person, six aud a quarter cents. Nicholas Sinks,
for building a bridge (the second in the county) across
“ Little Stirling Creek,” ten dollars. On the petition
praying for an'alteration of the road laid out from Augusta
“on a direction towards Franklinton (now part of Columbus,

Ohio), to begin near “ Three-Mile Tree,”” thence south on
" the ridge between White Qak and Bullskin, to intersect the
Williamsburgh road near “ First-Mile Tree,” the viewers
were Henry Thomas, Nathaniel Norris, and John Ross,
and Joseph Wells surveyor. Jeremiah Beck, coroner, for
inquest held on the body of John Edmonds, was allowed
fifteen dollars and uinety-three cents;—the second inquest

on the county records. On the proposed road from near
Zachariah Chapman’s, on the north side of the east fork,
thence, after intersecting Williamsburgh road, wp ¢ Fall
Grape Run” to the southwest corner of Jonathan Clark’s
survey, .passing Jones' survey, intersecting the Obannon
road from Milford to Warren County, the viewers were
Benjamin Collins, Michael Swing, and Andrew Megrue,
and Thomas Gatch surveyor. For the year 1814 the
lands were rated, to wit :

Acres.

First-rate 1ands..oecieereiieiinniinniiniiiens vevanenns 3,633
Sccond-rate lands. 149,391%
Third-rate lands.. 48,189%

- Amount of taXCS.ccciieiiiiitiitieiiiiiisinieiiiiees $1793.43

May term, 1814, for boarding Joseph Knott nine days
in jail, there was aliowed two dollars and twenty-five cents.

June term, 1814, Nicholas Sinks, county treasurer,
presented his official bond in the sum of three thousand
dollars, with Jacob Huber and John Norris securities; ap-
proved and filed. Ferry licenses were rated for the year
as follows: on the Ohio River, at Staunton (mouth of Red
Oak), six dollars; at Sells’, at Samuel Ellis’, at Neville,
three dollars; at Boude's, eight dollars; at Bullskin, four
dollars ; at all others to be established, three dollars; and
at all places where ferries are or may be established on the
Little Miami or east fork, two dollars. Tavern licenses
were rated, to wit : In Williamsburgh and Bethel, eight dol-
lars ; and all other points, six dollars. Ordered the clerk
to the board to make out the levy on the county duplicates
at the rate of twelve cents for each horse (studs excepted)
and four cents per head of cattle, and on stud-horses at the
rate each stands at the season for one mare.

September term, 1814, on the proposéd road from the
mouth of Sugar-Tree Run to the mouth of Boat Run,
on the Ohio River, the viewers were Joseph Doly, George
Brown, and Josiah Kerns, and Joseph Jackson surveyor.
On the road wanted beginning at Fzekiel Hutchinson’s,
thence until it intersects “ Anderson’s State road” at the
east fork, the viewers chosen were Thomas S. Foote, Amos
Smith, and George C. Light, the latter to act also as the
surveyor. )

November term, 1814, five dollars were appropriated to
pay the board of Wray and Case, prisoners in jail.

December term, 1814, on the proposed road beginning
pear Duckwall’s farm, about six miles from Williamsburgh,
thence down the river-hill to the lower fork of the east fork,
crossing from George Ely’s farm, thence crossing the creek,
and from the creek to intersect the road near the house
of Joseph Gest, deceased, the viewers were Daniel Kidd,
Abraham Hulick, and James Gest, with James Townsley
as surveyor. On the ‘wanted road from the mouth of Boat
Run to the mouth of ¢ Sugar-Camp Creek” the viewers
chosen were John Collins, David White, and George Swing,
—that is, to make the prayed-for alteration.

. March term, 1815, a road was desired from the Little
Miami, opposite to “ Wallsmith’s tail-race,” through the
lands of William Salter, near said * Salter’s warehouse,” till it
intersects the lands of Jonathan Megrue, so on threugh his
and Aundrew Megrue's lands to the line between said Me-
grue and Thomas Yates until it intersects the road from
Milford. The viewers appointed were George Conrad,
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Thomas Gatch, and Ambrose Ranson, Conduce Gatch
to do the surveying. On the proposed alteration of the
Augustaand Cincinnati road, as asked by Jacob and George
Moyer and Jacob Nofgar, thé following viewers were
selected : David Hoover, Charles Bauwm, Jr., and Benjamin

Sells. The lands of the county were voted as follows for
" the year:
Acres.
First-rate lands 3,674%
Sccond-rate lands. 157,980
Third-rate lands 49,948
Amount of taxes..... .. §5204.394%

On the projected road from mouth of Nine-Mile Creek
up said stream by “Johns' mill,” and so on to “ Perins’
mill,” thence to the Three Forks, thence up the ¢ Blue
Lick Branch,” to intersect the Denhamstown road where
the road commonly called “ Nash'’s” crosses, Isaiah Fer-
guson, John Brazier, and John McKee were the view-
ers, and Daniel Bailiff the surveyor. A road was asked
from the junction of the road leading from West Union to
the mouth of Clough Creek, and the road leading from Wil-
liamsburgh to the mouth of Twelve-Mile, passing “ Bethel
Meeting-House,” through the lands of John Collins and
David White, crossing the east fork at ¢ Slab Camp,” thence
on until it intersects the Deerfield road near Samuel May-
ham, and John Collins, Daniel Kidd, and John Leeds were
selected viewers, and Daniel Bailiff surveyor. On the
prayed-for road from Kelly Burke’s mill to and beyond
the plantations of Solomon Wells and Aaron Wells, and
there intersect the Bethel and Boude’s Ferry road, the
viewers were Gerard Parris, James South, and John Morris,
with John Boggess as surveyor.

August term, 1815, the jailer was allowed five dollars for
boarding prisoners,—JIsaac Hulings, Morgan Wray, Samuel
Keely, and Thomas Eldridge.

September term, 1815, on the proposed road beginning
in the West Union road near James Downey's, to run in the
direction of George Ely’s on the east fork, and thereabouts
intersect the Williamsburgh road, the viewers were Elijah
Mattox, John Troy, and James Downey, with Daniel Bailiff
as surveyor. On the road projected from Moses Broadwell’s
to tap the Denhamstown road, the viewers were Henry Apple,
William Brunongin, and John Brazier, with Daniel Bailiff
as surveyor. On the road from ¢ Two-Mile Tree” on Cin-
cinnati road to * Beckleshymer's mill,” the viewers were
Jacob Slye, Frederick Eppert, and Pherochas Thomas, and
James Townsley surveyor. On the proposed road from “the
town of Batavia” (mentioned for the first time in the county
records, except the record of its plat in recorder’s office),
thence down the east fork to ¢ Townsley’s mill,” thence
crossing the “ mill-race” and through a lane between the
farms of Ezekiel Dimmitt and Robert Townsley, to inter-
sect the Williamsburgh road near said Townsley's house, the
viewers were Abraham Hulick, Jacob Vorhies, and Peter
Emery, with James Towasley as surveyor. John Archerd,
Everard Bettle, and David Brown were appointed to alter
the New Richmond and Bethel road, asked for by Nathan
Nichols and others. To view an alteration in the Milford
and August road John McCollum, William Huling, and
George Brown were appointed. : '

November term, 1815, John Shaw appeared as the com-

missioner elected in place of Amos Ellis, whose term had
expired. David Morris was now the public printer, and
published the expenditures of the county for a year for siz
dollars. Oliver Lindsey, re-elected sheriff, presented his
bond, of four thousand dollars, with Thomas Cade, John
Earhart, T. 8. Foote, John Kain, and R. Sharp as securi-
ties; same approved and recorded. On the proposed road
from Benjamin Penn’s, on Indian Creek, to the Cincinnati
road or near ¢ Nathaniel Chapman’s saw-mill,” and thence
up ‘Chapman’s Run” on to the Cincinnati road, Joseph
Lakin, Israel Joslin, and Robert Brown were the viewers,
and Benjamin Penn the surveyor. A road was asked be-
ginning at the bank of the Little Miami opposite “ James
Pollock’s mill,” thence to cross a public highway between
Silas Hutchinson and “ Avery Riggs’ improvement” on so
far as Isaac Elstun, thence to intersect a road from John
Hughes' to Mr. Sweet’s, on the east fork, or to pass by Na-
thaniel Barber’s to the Deerfield road. Robert Orr, Na-
thaniel Baiber, and Alexander Brannon were viewers, and
James Pollock the surveyor. On the road asked from
New Richmond to intersect the road from “ Ferguson's
Ferry” to Williamsburgh, the viewers were Jonathan Den-
ham, Jacob Ulrey, and Hugh Ferguson, and George C.
Light surveyor,

March term, 1816, on the road from the forks of Bear
Creek, where the road to Neville crosses, thence up the
main branch of the creek, past ¢ Jackson’s tanyard” (the
second one mentioned on the recérds),‘past Samuel Hol-
land’s, continuing up the creek past Mathew Boner’s
“sugar camp” (first recorded in the county), and to cross
“ Lubber Run,” where * Mauoning’s old mill"” road crosses
the same, to pass on between Elijah Wiley's and “ Col.
Grideon Minor,!" and so on past Elisha Manning’s to inter-
sect what is called “ Penn’s Head,” near « Wiley’s saw-
mill,” Joseph Daughters, Elisha Manning, and Joseph
Lakin were viewers, and Gideon Minor surveyor. Viewers
were sent out to view a way for a road beginning on the
road from Bethel to Neville, near the plantation of John
Trees, Jr., on between the line of James Hodges and
Edward Sapp, thence on or near the line of Christopher
Armacost and Frederick Sapp, thence on to intersect the
road from Bethel to Point Pleasant. On the road from
New Richmond to the State road near David Jernegan's,
by way of Mark Stinchfield’s school-house (¢iird ove men-
tioned on the records), the viewers were John Donham,
Joseph Fagin, and George Brown, with Samuel Herrick
surveyor. Eleven dollars- and eighty cents was paid for
keeping John Allison in jail forty days.

June term, 1816, the lands were rated as follows for the
year:

First-rate lands.... 3,596% acres.

Second-rate lands. 103,467% «
Third-rate lands... 50,9333 ¢
Amount of taxes o $4549.94:8;

Tavern and ferry licenses same as in year 1814. A
number of petitioners wanted the dividing line between
Washington and Ohio townships better defined, and the
town of Point Pleasant attached to the former, and it was
ordered that the line begin on the Ohio River, at the lower
corner of Henry Ludlam’s and upper corner to Henry
Bushman's land, thence on a straight to the corner of Tate
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and Washington townships (it being near John Clingler's),
and that Aundrew McLaine survey the same. A road was
ordered viewed beginning in Danby’s road on the north
side of the cast fork just below ¢ Mc¢Collum’s and Higby's
saw-mill)"” to intersect the Twelve-Mile road. A road from
Moses Fountain's, in Union township, to the east fork, and
also one from the school-house opposite Dr. Allison’s place
up the east fork to meet the road from Jacob Whetstone's,
were asked, and Zebina Williams, Shadrach Lane, and
Thomas Robertson were sclected to view the same, and
Mathew Fountain to survey them.

November term, 181G, the jailer was allowed twenty dol-
lars and fifty cents for board of John Moore, William
Landen, Robert Sanford Larrimora, prisoners in jail.

April term, 1817, Daniel 8. Smith furnished irons for
jail at one dollar sixty-two and a half cents, and Samuel
Cade was allowed three dollars for services as court con-
stable.

June term, 1817, the road from Batavia through Gray’s
and Troy’s lands to Charles Robinson’s, thence to Catlett’s
survey, thence to the Twelve-Mile road, was ordered to be
viewed by Shadrach Lane, Joseph Dole, and Joseph Jack-
son, with Samuel Herrick as surveyor. The county paid
Samuel Cade, the jailer, eight dollars and fifty cents for
boarding the prisoners in jail,—to wit: Samuel Hulings,
John Pyle, Isaue Ford, and Jonathan Bullin,—and ferry
licenses for the year were rated as follows:- On the Ohio
River, at Ripley, eight dollars; at Abraham Sell’s, four
dollars; at John Boude's, ten dollars; at the mouth of
Bullskin, five dollars; at all other points where ferries are
or may be established, three dollars; for all places on the
Little Miami, where they are or may be put up, two dol-
lars; and for Bullskin, over its mouth, one dollar. The
tavern licenses were priced as follows: At Williamsburgh,
cight dollars; at Bethel, Milford, Batavia, Ripley, and
Point Pleasant, seven dollars; and at all other points, six
dollars.  The report of the viewers— Nathan Corbin,
Jeptha Moore, and Nathan Nichols—on the alteration of
the Cinciunati and Augusta road was confirmed. Samuel
Shaw was allowed twelve dollars and ninety-five cents for
services as coroner in holding an inquest on the dead body
of Joseph Knott, killed on Stonelick by the citizens acting
as vigilance committees for the dispersion of horsc-thicves
and offenders generally.  On the road wanted from Neville
beginning at the ferry occupied by Jacob Iler to the foot
of the hill, thence to intersect a road leading to ¢ Wiley's
saw-mill,” near the forks of Bear Creek, the viewers were
Lemuel Stephenson, Samuel Holland, and Thomas Jones,
with Gideon Minor as surveyor. A road was asked begin-
ning on a road leading from * Benjamin Penn’s mill" to
William Winter’s, crossing the Augusta road, and to inter-
sect the road to West Union, and Thomas Jones, Richard
Lamar, and William Coshoe were viewers, with Gideon
Minor as surveyor. On the road wanted to begin in the
road running from Ferguson’s ferry to the Round Bottum,
thence past  Durham’s improvement,” to intersect the road
from “ Jarret's Station” to the county-line, the viewers
were John White, William Robb, and John Hunter, with
Daniel Builiff as surveyor.

August term, 1817, on the petition of Martin Pcase and

others to lay out a road from the West Union road near
John Temple's till it intersects the Ten-Mile road, the
viewers were Chapman Arther, Andrew Pinkham, and
Charles Robinson, and Daniel Bailiff the surveyor. To
lay out a road beginning at the farm of William Iarris,
near the mouth of a run formerly called “McKinney's
Run,” thence up Stonelick to the county-line, the viewers
were Josiah Prickett, Abraham Leming,and William Sloane.
On the road wanted from Mechaniesburgh (now Chilo) to
intersect the road from Bullskin to .William Fee's, the
viewers were Joscph Lakin, Samuel Holland, and William
Bartley, and Gideon Minor surveyor.

December term, 1817, Andrew Foote appeared as the
commissioner elected at the October election. To lay out a
road from Jesse Glaney’s, on the Williamsburgh road, thence
to O'Bannon Creek through the farms of Jacob Stroup and
Frederick Doughm, and on to the county-line, the viewers
wete Lewis Fryberger, John Glaney, and Daniel Mangen,
and John Hill the surveyor. To lay out the road wanted
from Milford up the lane of Andrew Megrue, intersecting
and following the road to the Little Miami, thence up to
“ Kugler's mill” to the mill-dam, thence up to and on
Harner's Run to “ Abner Hixon’s mill,” thence through
the lands of Kugler and Wallsmith till it intersects the
public road between William Havison's and Samuel Potts,
the viewers were Thomas Gatch, Robert Orr, and John
Stroup, and Conduce Gatch the surveyor.

March term, 1818, on the alteration of the Bolanders’
road, the viewers—John Logan, Naaman Chapman, and
Allen B. Hughes—made their report, and same approved.
Samuel Cade, jailer, for boarding William Riley, a eriminal,
thirty days, John McLean twenty-cight days, and John
Williams nincteen days, was allowed sixteen dollars and
twenty-five cents. The three associate judges, Alexander
Blair, John Morris, and Philip Gatch, each for ten days’
services at the March term of Commeon Pleas Court, were
allowed thirty dollars. The lands for the ycar were rated
as follows :

Acres.

First-rate........ ¢ b eesiireisessesaness sonsoress sironaate 3,334%
Sccond-rate, 181,411}
Third-rate.. . 59,610%
Amount of tax.. 2338444

Interest and penas [232.74%

Total AmMOUNt.eessseeerssreerseeraeesrosoeees S3617.18%

May term, 1818, bills for the boarding of Benjamin
Moore and John McCaw in jail were paid. The board
made an appropriation of a part of the twenty per cent.
of land-tax to be laid out in making roads and bridges, as
follows: On the road from Point Pleasant through Neville
to county-line, and known as the river road, onc hundred
dollars, under the superintendence of John Hunter; on the
road from Neville passing Alexander Case’s to where it in-
terseets the State road, near William Fee's, the sum of
seventy-five dollars, under the superintendence of John
Newkirk ; on the road from Neville to Williamsburgh, pass-
ing Lemuel Stephenson’s and intersecting Penn's road at
¢ Richards' saw-mill,” seventy-five dollars, under the super-
intendence of Gideon Minor; on the road from Milford to
Williamsburgh, one hundred dollars, under person to be
appointed at June term ; on the road from Williamsburgh to
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Lebanon (or that part that lies between Stonelick and Jesse
Smith’s), seventy-five dollars, under charge of Ambrose Ran-
son; a further appropriation of two hundred and fifty dol-
lars towards the ercction of a bridge (the third mentioned
on the county records) across the east fork of the Little
Miami at the town of Williamsburgh, likewise the sum of
"two hundred and fifty dollars towards the erection of a
bridge over same stream at Batavia, under charge of per-
sons to be selected at the coming June term. These were
the first regular appropriations for roads in the county, and
the third and fourth for bridges, and the total sum appro-
priated—nine hundred and twenty-five dollars—was con-
sidered a new departure from the old ruts and the harbinger
of future and still greater internal improvements soon to
follow.

June term, 1818, tavern licenses were rated as follows:
At Williamsburgh, eight dollars; at Milford, Batavia, and
Bethel, seven dollars; at New Richmond, Point Pleasant,
"Neville, and Felicity, six dollars; and at all other places
where inns may be opened, five dollars. The ferry licenses
were priced on the Ohio River, to wit: At mouth of Bull-
skin, five dollars; at all other points where ferries are
or may be established, three dollars; on the Little Miami,
two dollars; on the east fork, one dollar and a half; and
across Bullskin at its mouth, one dollar. On the proposed
road from ¢ Higby's grist-mill” to ¢ Collins & Blackman'’s
saw-mill,” thence to Batavia, thence to ¢ Dennison mill,”
thence to interseet the road from Williamsburgh to Milford,
the viewers were David White, Danicl Husong, and Malichi
Mecdaris, and Alexander Blair surveyor. The report of
James Robb, Robert Donham, and Nathan Nichols on
the road, beginning on the Hamilton county-line, thence
through New Richmond to Point Pleasant, was presented
and approved. Nicholas Sinks was allowed an order for
two dollars and twelve and a half cents, that being the
amount paid by him to the postmaster of Williamsburgh for
postage for the county during the year past.  Allen Stevens,
jailer, for keeping William Amann, a prisoner, twenty-one
days in jail, received five dollars and twenty-five cents.
Board reappointed Nicholas Sinks county treasurer ; he had
been in this office since 1804.

The commissioners made further appropriations of the
twenty per cent. land-tax collected by law for the use
of roads and bridges: On the road from Cincinnati to
Augusta, known by the name of the * River road” (on that
part that runs from the Hamilton county-line to Big In-
dian Creek), one hundred dollars, under the superintendence
of Micah Gilbert; likewise on the road from New Rich-
mond to Williamsburgh, one hundred dollars, under the
charge of James Robb. On the Milford and Williamsburgh
road improvements, Thomas Gatch was appointed commis-
sioner, and Alexander Blair to superintend the building of
the Batavia bridge ;.on the proposed road from Moscow to
the Buchanan Settlement, Gideon Minor was ordered to
make the survey. o

July term, 1818, on the road from * Warren's mills” up
to and passing « James Robb's saw-mill,” to intersect the
Milford road at the lower end of Jucob Fisher’s lane, Daniel
Bailiff made the survey. An order was issued to the Frank-
lin township trustces to open a road from the mouth of

Bullskin to “ Shinkle’s saw-mill.” On the road from Chilo
(then called Mechaniesburgh) to ¢ Levi and Joshua Pig-
man's mill,” on Willow Creek, thence to intersect the
county road on Bear Creek at or near Samuel Holland’s,
the viewers were William Botts, William Barkley, and Jo-
seph Lakin, and James Sargent as surveyor. The county
taxes of the various townships this .year were: Ohio,
$229.95; Miami, $158.22; Batavia, $71.87; Tate,
$120.40 ; Stonelick, $71.44; Williamsburgh, $148; the
amounts in Union and Washington not stated.

November term, 1818, Shadrach Lane, elected commis-
sioner at October election, appeared, and was qualified. On
the road from Milford crossing the Deerfield road near John
Glancy's, thence to Stonelick Creek near John Shields’, the
viewers were Samuel Perrin, John Pollock, and Robert
Orr, with Thomas Gatch as surveyor. On the proposed
Clover Lick road past Adam Bricker’s to Williamsburgh,
the viewers were John Shotwell, Isaac Line, and David
Light, with George C. Light as surveyor. On the road
wanted from Ezekiel Hutchinson's to Williamsburgh, thence
crossing Pleasant Run, thence crossing “ Stony Run,” till
it intersects a road near * Grassy Run,” the viewers were
Epbraim McAdams, Jacob Huber, and William Hunter,
with Benjamin Ellis as surveyor. A road was asked from
Batavia to James Glaney’s, then to the Anderson State
road, thence to “ Glancy’s mills,” and. John Ferree, Isaac
Voris, and Danicl Husong were the viewers, with Alexan-
der Blair surveyor.

January term, 1819, Thomas Kain presented his official
bond as coroner clected, in the sum of two thousand dollars,
with the following securities: David C. Bryan, George S.
Bryan, Daniel Kain, and John Kain; same approved and
recorded.

March term, 1819, on the road from the “ tan-yard” of
John Richards, on Big Indian, through John Whorton's
lane, to intersect the State road at Robert Carr’s, the viewers
were William Thompson, William Higgin, and Aquila Tay-
lor, and John Boggess surveyor. On the road wanted from
the State road in Uuion township, crossing Matthew’s sur-
vey, thence through the lands of the Days and Broadwell
to county-line, the viewers were George Stockton, John
White, and Samuel Lane, and Isaac James surveyor. On
the road from Thomas Brunton’s by Reuben Crossley, in-
tersecting a road up the east fork at Robert Townsley’s, the
viewers were Christopher Troy, Samuel Lane, and Thomas
Robinson, with Alex. Blair surveyor. The road from
Batavia to John Brazier’s,, to intersecct the Nine-Mile
road, was ordered, with Robert Townsley, Robert D. Lane,
and David White as viewers, and B. Chichester surveyor.
On the proposed road beginning at the ¢ Upper Cincinnati
road” near a school-house, thence by John Marsh to Heze-
kiah Bainum, thence to John Trees, thence to interscet the
river road near “Isaac Moreton’s saw-mill,” the viewers
were Leonard Simmons, Thomas Hiteh, and Thomas Ash-
burn, and Joseph Jackson surveyor. Qut of the twenty per
cent. land-tax for bridges and roads was appropriated: Tor
the Williamsburgh and Cincinnati road, to be used between
Christopher Apple’s and the farm lately owned by Moses
Broadwell, one hundred dollars, under the superintendence
of Samuel Lane; on the road from Williamsburgh to Leba-
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non, between Jesse Glancy’s and James Coombs, fifty dol-
lars, under the charge of Jesse Smith; on the Cincinnati
road, from Nine Mile to Point Pleasant, seventy-five dollars,
under supervision of Levi Moss; on the road from Wil-
liamsburgh to the mouth of Bullskin, seventy-five dollars,
under the direction of Joshua Hicks; and on the road from
Bethel to the mouth of Clough Creck, one hundred dollars,
under charge of Thomas West. Lands were this year
rated as follows:

First-rate .o ceeeerveees everesressreseates we  1,491% acres.
Sccond-rate.. eeee 135,618 4
Third-ratC.ccciieee serncene aneevaervenenrsnnnes 45,5423
Amount of tRX.eveerers sevemseencernensrenenss $2566.02.4

Interest and penalties

Total AMOUNL.eeieeee rrrrererinrerrneons $3045.45.7

The land-rates above given were for resident proprietors
only.

June term, 1819, in making out the duplicate the fol-
lowing rates were observed: On all horses, mares, mules,
or asses, cighteen and three-fourth cents per head; on each
head of neat cattle, six and one-fourth cents; and on all
town-lots, one-half of one per cent. on their valuation, ex-
clusive of improvements thereon. Ferry licenses were this
year rated : At mouth of Bullskin, six dollars; at Neville,
Point Pleasant, and New Richmond, five dollars; at all
other points on the Ohio where ferrics are or may be estab-
lished, four dollars; at all places on the Little Miawmi, two
dollars; and on all other waters in the county, one dollar.
The rates of ferriage on the Ohio were made the highest
the law allows, and on other waters: For each foot-person,
six and one-quarter cents; man and horse, twelve and one-
half cents; loaded wagon and team, fifty cents; for any
other four-wheeled carriage or empty wagon and team,
thirty-seven and one-half cents; for loaded cart and team,
twenty-five cents; for any empty cart and team, sled, sleigh
and team, eighteen and threc-quarter cents; for every
horse, mule, mare, ass, or head of neat cattle, five cents;
and for every head of hogs or sheep, two cents. Nicholas
Sinks, reappointed county treasurer, gave bond, with D. C.
Bryan, George Brown, and Benjamin Ellis as securities.
Lemuel Stephenson was appointed county collector of State
taxes and of the county levies for this year. On the pro-
posed road from the east fork below ¢ Dyer’s mill,” to in-
tersect the road leading from Williamsburgh to ¢ Beckle-
heimer's mill,” near John Wageman, the viewers were
Charles Robinson, Michael Roseberry, and Robert Doughty,
with Daniel Bailiff surveyor. Lemuel Stephenson’s bond
as county collector, with Gideon Minor, Elisha Manning,
Absalom Wood as securities, was approved. '

October term, 1819, the official bond of Holly Raper,
elected sheriff in October, in sum of four thousand dollars,
-was presented with the following securities thereon: John
Kain, Nicholas Sinks, Thomas Kain, Isracl Foster, Daniel
Hankins, Titus Everhart, and David C. Bryan; duly ap-
proved.

December term, 1819, on the proposed road from near
the mouth of the lane between James Ward and Geo. W,
Stockton, till it intersected the West Union road near
Gideon Witham's house, the viewers were Nathan Sutton,

John Brazier, and Samuel Lane, with Isaac J. ames as sur-
veyor.

June term, 1820, appropriations were made, to wit : On
the river road from Point Pleasant to Hamilton county-
line, the sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, under
direction of Levi Moss; on the same road, from Point
Pleasant to Brown county-line, the sum of one hundred
and fifty dollars, under the control of Joshua Pigman; on -
the road from ¢ Feestown” to Williamsburgh, one hundred
dollurs, under the supervision of John Morris; on the road
from Williamsburgh to Lebanon, oue hundred and twenty-
five dollars, under the charge of William Glancy; on the
road from Williamsburgh to Cincinnati,—that is, on that part
between Batavia and the Brown county-line,—one hundred
and twenty dollars, under the superintendence of Henry
Kain, and on that part from Batavia township line to that
of Hamilton County, ninety dollars, in charge of Samuel
Lane ; on the road from Batavia to Milford, one hundred
dollars, under direction of Alexander Blair; on the road
from Williamsburgh to Cincinnati,—that is, that part between
the east fork and Batavia township line,—forty dollars, under
control of Robert Townsley; and on the road from Bethel
to mouth of Clough Creek, fifty dollars, under charge of
Martin Pease. John Earhart was appointed county col-
lector of the land-tax, with orders to collect the county levy
of such townships where the township listers refuse to ac-
cept the collection. The making of a suitable board fence
around the public buildings was awarded to. Isaac Line, at '
eighty-seven dollars. On the new road beginning at the
mouth of Townsend Thacker’s lane, in Wayne township,
on the road from Milford to the head of Stonelick, thence
by Jacob Binkley's to ¢ Nathan Shumard’s grist-mill,” on
Stonelick, to intersect the road from John Shields to
Conrad Hersh’s, the viewers were Jacob Binkley, Josiah
Prickett, and Samuel Shumard, with John Hill as sur-
veyor.

August term, 1820, on the road beginning on the War-
ren county-line near * William Eaton’s grist-mill,” thence
through Gabriel Kern's lane to the ‘market-house in

-Goshen,” thence on the nearest and best way to Townsend

Thacker’s house, the viewers were Mahlon Smith, John
Gest, and Silas Hutchinson, with John Hill as surveyor.

*On the road from Robert Donham’s lane to “ John Don-

ham'’s mill,” on Twelve-Mile Creek, the appraisers were
John Shaw, Hezekiah Lindsey, and James Robb, with
George C. Light as surveyor. The report of Andrew Pink-
ham, Wm. Brown, and Abram Conrey on the New Bethel
and New Richmond road was received.

October term, 1820, Nicholas Sinks, the county treasurer
for sixteen years, having resigned, John Kain was appointed
to the vacancy, and gave bond in four thousand dollars,
with Daniel Everhart, Titus Everhart, Daniel Hankins,
David Light, Stephen Smith, and Daniel Smith as securi-
ties.

November term, 1820, no business was done save the
swearing in the new commissioner, George J. Troutwine.

December term, 1820, on the new road from ¢ Glancy’s
mill,” past William Megrue's, to intersect the road from the
“ Company’s mill,” on the Little Miami, to Nathaniel Bar-
ber's, the viewers were John Gest, Mahlon Smith, and John
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Charles, with Conduce Gatch as surveyor. On the new
road from “ William Plummer's mill)”” on Bullskin, to inter-
sect the road from Boude's Ferry to Bethel, the viewers
were James Johnson, David Owens, and Samuel Truett,
with Joseph Wells as surveyor. On the new road begin-
ning on the Indian road, near Charles Henderson's farm,
.to intersect the Boat Run road near the school-house, and
on the road between Reeves’' and Morgan’s lane, to intersect
the road leading to “John Denham’s mill,” the viewers
were Jesse Justice, Jr., Isaac South, and Jonathan Vandike,
with William Lytle as surveyor. On petition of twelve
land-owners, a view for a way of a road was ordered, begin-
ning where the Nine-Mile road crosses Shaylor’s Run to
Robert D. Lane’s place. Peter Emery, James Thomas, and
Robert Townsley were the viewers, and Samuel Ewing the
surveyor. .

June term, 1821, a road was laid out beginning at Jon-
athan Megrue’s ¢ peach-orchard,” passing ¢ John Hixton’s
mill,” on Harner’s Run, and the viewers of same were Philip
Smysor, Bethual Covalt, and John Leming, Thomas Gatch
making the survey. John Kain was appointed county
treasurer, and Elijah T. Penn collector of both State taxes
and county levies.

June term, 1822, the commissioners audited and allowed
the accounts of the following listers and appraisers for ser-
vices :

James Fox, Stonelick, eleven days, S11.

Benjamin Laymon, Wayne, five days, $5.

Elijah Shaw, Franklin, thirteen days, $13.

Jacob Webber, Franklin, three days, $3.

Joseph F. Bocum, Ohio, nincteen days, $19.

John Swem, Ohio, two days, $2.

Rezin IIill, Goshen, nine days, $9.

Daniel Weaver, Goshen, ono day, SI.

Laban Brazier, Batavia, eleven days, $11.

Israel Whitaker, Batavia, three-fourths of a day, 75 cents.

Isaac L. Malott, Union, three-fourths of a day, 75 cents.

Samuel Shaw, Miami, thirteen days, $13.

Isaac Covalt, Miami, two and a half days, $2.50.

William Dowdney, Tate, twelve days, $12. '

John Fasemire, Washington, thirteen and three-fourths of a day,
813.75.

Isaac Mitchell, Washington, two days, $2.

John Earbart, Williamsburgh, twelve days, $12.

Isaac Foster, Williamsburgh, two days, $2.

Thomas Kain appointed county treasurer, and John Beatty
collector, and the former gave bond, with Thomas Kain,
John Kain, William Waters, and Daniel S. Smith as secur-
ities.

June term, 1823, the board voted to give the collector of
land-tax five per cent. on all moneys collected, and the col-
lector of county levies ten per cent.

June term, 1824, the following listers and appraisers
made their reports, and were paid as follows:

Absalom Manning, Franklin, $14.50.

Alfred Holland, Franklin, $3.

William Dowdney, Tate, $13.25.

Aaron Wells, Tate, S1. :
James Wilson, Washington, $13.50.
Jeremiah Woods, Washington, $3.

Christian Binkley, Wayne, $6.

Reason Hill, Goshen, $7.

Gamaliel Hooker, Goshen, $1.

Ralph Carnes, Ohio, $20.

Seneca Palmer, Ohio, $3.

Franeis Shumard, Miami, $13.
Henry Shumard, Miami, $2.
Thomas Cook, Stonelick, $9.
Benjamin South, Stonelick, $1.
Isaac L. Malott, Union, $8.

John Earhart, Willinmsburgh, $12.
Isaac Foster, Willinmsburgh, $2.
Israel Whitaker, Batavia, $9.50.
Jesse Ellis, Batavia, $2.

The following rates of taxation were levied: On each
head of horses, mares, mules, or asses, thirty cents; on
each head of neat cattle, ten cents; and on all town-lots,
one-half of one per cent. on the valuation, exclusive of the
improvements.

March term, 1825, a further appropriation of one hundred
and nine dollars thirty and 2 half cents was made towards
the completion of the Batavia bridge.

June term, 1826, Thomas Kain was appointed keeper of
‘the standard measure at the seat of justice, to keep said
standard and seal agreeably to an act regulating measures.

December term, 1827, made an appropriation of twenty-
five dollars and sixty-two and a half cents, balance of the
three per cent. fund, for the road from Chillicothe to Cin-
cinnati, towards repairing the bridge at Batavia, and also
an additional sum. of twenty-four dollars and thirty-seven
and a half cents to be so applied. _

August term, 1829, the contract for building the new
Batavia bridge was awarded to W. H. Robinson, at three
thousand five hundred and seventy-nine dollars, but not
given to him, it being considered too high, and at Decem-
ber term was finally given to James Robb, at two thousand
eight hundred and thirty-three dollars.

CHAPTER XIL

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, AND GENERAL STA-
TISTICS FROM 1824 TO 1879.

In the preceding chapter an account is given of the early
county roads and by whom located, but the first public
road laid out through the county was that from Newtown
to Williamsburgh, ordered to be established by the justices of
the Court of Quarter Sessions of Hamilton County, Nov. 24,
1797. It had been previously surveyed by John Donnell,
assisted by Daniel Kain and Robert McKinney. In the
summer of 1798 it was opened for travel, and was for many
years the principal east-and-west thoroughfare. Shortly
afterwards the road from West Union to the mouth of
Clough Creek was established, and in 1804 the General
Assembly declared it a post-road. In 1804 was also passed
an act authorizing the building of the Anderson State road,
running from Chillicothe to Cineinnati through the town-
ships of Jackson, Stonelick, and Miami. It was opened
for travel in the summer of 1806, In 1808 the Legisla-
ture enacted that the road from the mouth of Bullskin to
Xenia be ordered to be laid out as a State road. Subse-
quently other State roads were located in Clermont and
through its territory, the one from Neville to Hillshoro’ in
1820.
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Acts were passed in 1815 and 1821 under which the
toll-bridge over the Little Miami at Milford was buils,
and in 1822 was constructed the bridge over Twelve-Mile
Creek, in Ohio township. In 1838 was enacted the law
authorizing the Willlamsburgh bridge to be built, over the
cust fork, on the highway which had been declared a State
road in 1834.

The first turnpike opened in the county was the Cincin-
nati, Columbus and Wooster, incorporated in 1827. The
length of this road was twenty-two miles, or nearly that
distance, and it commenced at the corporation line in Cin-
cinnati, ran through Milford, terminating at Goshen. This
was, and is yet, a fine pike, and as carly as 1831 paid an
annual dividend of twenty-four per cent. The amount of
its capital stock (3032 shares) was $151,600; amount of
the subscription of the State, $75,800 ; amount of the sub-
seription of individuals, $75,800.

To show what this road of twenty-two miles did before
the full inauguration of railways, we give its amount of tolls
reccived for the year ending Nov. 15, 1847, which were
$18,585.22. The total expenses for the same year, includ-
ing repairs and salaries, were $6188.18, leaving for divi-
dends $13,644, to be equally divided between the State and
the individual stockholders. This road had no construction
debts, and was therefore a rich mine to its lucky stock-
holders and a great benefit to the county.

In 1831 the Legislature incorporated the Milford and
Chillicothe Turnpike Company, which constructed a road
from Milford to Chillicothe, a distance of seventy-eight
miles, forty-two and a half of which was splendidly macad-
amized, thirty-two and a half graded, and three ungraded.
It passed through Perin’s Mills, Boston, and Marathon,
and was an important factor in building up the north of
Clermont, contributing wonderfully to the development of
Milford, then the great commercial mart of the county.
Its capital stock was $344,000, held in equal portions by.
the State and individuals, and for many years its president
was Governor Allen Trimble, of Hillsboro’. For the year
ending Nov. 15, 1849, its receipts were $10,498.60, and its
expenditures $4115.72,—leaving the profits at $6382.63,
to be divided between the State and individual stockholders.

In 1831 was also incorporated the Olio Turnpike Com-
pany, from Cincinnati to Portsmouth, but the road was built
only twenty-one and a half miles in length, commencing at
the Little Miami River, at Union Bridge, Hamilton Co.,
and ending at Bethel. For the year ending Nov. 29, 1846,
its receipts were $4294.71, and its profits, after paying all
expenses and repairs, $1617.63, which were paid over to
the receiver appointed by the Clermont Common Pleas
Court. The original charter gave this road the privilege to
be built into Cincinnati ; but an amended act, repealing part
of its first act, subsequently limited it to running to Union
‘Bridge, where it intersected the Wooster pike. Maurice

~Witham was its president, and Thomas Sheldon secretary,
in 1846 and 1847. The total amount of stock in this pike
puid by the State was $55,000; by individuals, $50,000.
Tor the year ending Nov. 15, 1847, the tolls received
were $5151.24; amount expended for repairs and salaries,
$2962.18; amount paid William Howard, late receiver,
$542.46; and amouunt left in hands of treasurer, John

Quinlain (at that time receiver), $1646.60. In 1834 was
incorporated The Butavia Tuwrnpike and Miumi Bridge
Company, whose pike began at Union Bridge and termi-
nated at Batavia. The amount of stock subscribed by the
State was six hundred and five shares ($30,250), and by
individuals six hundred and fifteen shares (830,750). Its
receipts for the year closing Nov. 3, 1847, were $4513, of
which $274.66 were paid to the State treasurer; $1920.46
to its receiver, S. F. Norris; and the balance went for
repairs and salaries. Its length was thirteen and oue-half

miles. William Edwards was its president from 1847 to
1849. In 1849 its tolls amounted to $4011.96, of which

$1825 went into the receiver's hands for benefit of eredi-
tors.

In 1832 the Goshen, Martinsville and Leesburg Pike
Company was chartered, but never amounted to much;
but in 1836 was incorporated the Goshen, Wilmington
and Columbus Pike. This pike was completed from
Goshen to Wilmington,—a distance of twenty-five miles.
Its total amount of stock was,—owned by the State of
Ohio (two thousand and fifty-four and one-half shares),
$102,725 ; by individuals, $119,050. In 1849, Isaiah Mor-
ris was its president. For the year ending November 15th
its tolls, owing to the cholera epidemic and other causes,
amounted to only 81948.95. These roads—while most of
them were not profitable investments financially to the
State and individuals—were of great value to the people
at large, and aided greatly in developing the resources of
this and adjoining counties, affording outlets for agricul-
tural productions, and in the improved facilities for general
traveling.

There have been in the county at different periods other
turnpikes than the old ones above noted.

The New Richmond and Bethel Turnpike Company
was incorporated in 1849, and in a few years was com-

epleted to within two miles of Laurel. About four years
ago it was turned over to the county, and it has since been
used as a free turnpike. ,

The New Richmond, Nicholsville and Williamsburgh
Turnpile Company was also incorporated in 1849. It
was completed to within one and a half milés of Nichols-
ville. It was used as a toll-road a number of years, but
in 1876 it was turned over to the county commissioners,
who ordained it a free turnpike.

The Milford, Edenton and Woodville Plank-Road
Company was incorporated in 1851, and its second install-
ment of stock paid June 16th of that year. In a few
years it was changed to a turnpike, and it is now in use as
such from where it intersects the Chillicothe pike, a little
more than a mile east of Milford, to the Dunkard mecting-
house, near Edenton. James B. Shaw was the first presi-
dent of the company. B. F. Clark is the present president
and James Clark secretary of the company.

. The Ten-Mile Valley Turnpike, running from the point
of its intersection with the Cincinnati, Columbia and New
Richmond pike to Lindale, was incorporated about 1861,
"but was never fully completed ; and about three years ago
it was turned over to the county and made a free pike.

The New Richmond and Ohio Twrnpike and Plunk-
Road Company, from New Richmond to the Ohio pike,
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east of Amelia, was built in 185253, and is still in opera-
tion as a toll-road.

The Cincinnati, Columbia and New Richmond Turn-
pike, along the Ohio River, was completed about 1865,
and is yet maintained as a toll-road.

The Union Turnpike Company was organized in 1858
‘to build a turnpike from Batavia to the Ohio pike, a little
cast of Amelia. John Johnston was the first president,
and the road was completed in 1868. The turnpike is yet
kept up, and most of the stock is owned by the heirs of
Aszariah Davis.

The Batavia, Williamsburgh and Brown County Turnpike
was built in 1850-51, and on the 1st of July of the latter
year its sixth installment of ten per cent. was due. Thomas
L. Shields was the first president of this road, which is yet
in operation between Batavia and Williamsburgh.

The first installment  towards the construction of Ve
Moscow, Indian Creels and Point Isabel Turnpike was due
June 24,1851, and the first of the Felicity and Chilo Turn-
ptke Oct. 25,1856, but neither proved a success as a toll-
road. _

The famous and historical Madisonville, Camargo and
Obannon Turnpike, which was built over a third of a cen-
tury ago through Miami township, is now a county road
free from tolls.

Ten free turnpikes were constructed in Clermont County
under the laws of April 5, 1866, and March 29, 1867,
which have proved of great benefit to the localities through
which they pass. The laws provided that when a majority
of the resident and real-estate owners living within two
miles on each side of the contemplated road petitioned the
county commissioners, a free pike might be buils, if deemed
a public necessity, by assessing the cost of its construction
upon said owners of real estate in proportion to their dis-
tances and benefits to be derived from the road. On Dec.
4, 1866, a petition of residents and freeholders within two
miles of the projected free turnpike from Bethel to Felicity
was received by the commissioners, who appointed Robert
Buchanan, Reuben Lanham, and Samucl Buchanan as
viewers of the same. They reported it a public necessity
and of gencral utility on March 5, 1867, and ‘estimated its
cost at $4250 per mile, including bridges. The commis-
sioners decided to build it twenty-five feet in width, to be
macadumized fourteen feet wide, twelve inches deep in cen-
tre and eight at each side, of four inches of coarsely-broken
stone for foundation, and the balance of stone finely broken.
The same viewers, on June 3d, made return of their appor-
tionment of the valuations of the different freeholders to be
taxed, which was adopted, and the taxes for building it and
the others were put in five annual payments, and bonds were
issued by the county and sold to pay the construction debts
as fast as they fell due. C. W. Page, county surveyor, was
superintendent and engineer of the survey and construction.

The petition of the resident freeholders for the Felicity
and Utopia pike, by way of Rural, was presented Dec. 4,
1866, and William Richey, Heury Bolander, and Thomas
Hurley, as viewers, made their report the following March,
and also their assessment valuations of the lands and lots to
be taxed. The assessments of taxes on this pike amounted
o $22,5672.92.

12

The petition for the Felicity and Moscow free pike was like-
wise filed Dec. 4, 1866, and the persons who viewed and
made the land and lot valuations were William Dixon,
Enoch Reed, and John Kinney, who estimated its cost as
follows: Tirst four miles at $3100 per mile, or $12,400;
the remaining four miles at $1700 per mile, or $6800; in
all, $19,200; but the assessments on the duplicates footed
up $34,030.

The Felicity and Chilo free pike was petitioned for April
28, 1867, and the lanid apportionment of it was made by
N. 8. Stevens, A. J. Trees, and J. B. Brannen, its view
having been made by Peter Camerer, J. B. Brannen, and
George Thompson.

The petition for the Mount Carmel and Nine-Mile pike
was filed March 6, 1867, and the road was viewed and the
lands apportioned by Orin Temple, J. R. Corbly, and
Moses Elstun. Its entire assessments were $33,182.57,
while its estimated cost was $3000 per mile.

June 27, 1867, came the petition for the Lyndon and
Nicholsville pike, beginning at the junction of the Ten-
Mile Valley pike where it intersected the New Richmond,
Mount Pisgah and Ohio turnpike to James Slater’s, or to
the contemplated road from Big Indian, near Israel Smith’s,
vid Point Isabel, Salt Air, and Nicholsville, to the Ohio
turnpike, at Back Run bridge. The viewers and land-ap-
praisers were J. R. Foster, William Eppert, and E. G.
Ricker, and Thomas W. Rathbone surveyor. Its estimated
cost was $7766. :

The petition for the Newtonsville and Brownsville pike

was presented on June 6, 1867, and its viewers and ap-
praisers of lands and lots were M. S. Pickelheimer, Silas
Muchmore, William McKinney, and J. 1). Murphy,—the
latter in the apportionment taking the place of M. S. Pick-
elhcimer, appointed its enginecer. Its estimated cost was
$3000 per mile, )
" June 3, 1867, the petition for the Neville and Boat Run
pike came in, and it was viewed and the lands appraised
by William Padget, N. 8. Stevens, and W. C. Page. Its
estimated cost was $3500 per mile, but the apportionment
and costs amounted to $37,721.13,

On De. 4, 1867, was received the petition for the pike
from Felicity, by way of Laurel, to intersect the Boat Run
and New Richmond road, near Carmel graveyard, in Mon-
roe township. The viewers and appraisers were Samuel
W. McKinney, James Waterfield, and James Goslin, who
estimated it to cost $3500 per mile. It was finished only
two miles, to Israel Smith’s, and its cost was $10,800.

On Feb. 8, 1870, was presented the petition for the pike
from Point Isabel to the elbow of the Felicity and Moscow
road. Viewers and appraisers on the same were Samuel B,
Smith, Enoch Patterson, and M. Winters. Its cost of con-
struction, when fully completed, was only $81,880.

The last free pike built in the county was under the
laws of April 26, 1871, and Feb. 20, 1872, taxing the free-
holders a mile on each side for its construction, and was
the Wayne township pike from the Dunkard meeting-house
to West Woodville. The viewers were David W. Thomp-
son, Thomas Sloane, and J. H. Prickett, and the road was
built in 1874.

The Clermont and Woodville Graded Road Company
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was incorporated in 1838, but never proved a success;
neither did The Eust Fork Road and Bridge Company,
incorporated in 1835.

But few counties in the State surpass Clermont in the
number and substantial nature of its bridges. The finest
is a suspension-bridge at Branch Hill, across the Little
Miami, and was built jointly by Clermont and Hamilton,
It was formally dedicated and opened for travel July 4,
1872, with a great celebration and speeches by Governor
Noyes and Samuel F. Hunt. At Loveland is also a very
handsome iron bridge, composed of several spans, and at
Remington and Miamiville, also across the Little Miami,
a large bridge of modern invention and imposing architec-
ture. In fuct, all over the county, on its many streams, are
found clegant bridges, built in the last twenty years, many
of them exccedingly beautiful in design and finish, which
have supplanted the common wooden bridges which were
first erected.

The Little Miami Railroad Company was chartered in
1835 to build a railway from Cincionati to Xenia,—a dis-
tance of 64:61 miles. In 1840 the road was completed to
Milford, and at that town a grand demonstration took place
to celebrate the arrival of the first train. John Kugler,
then the principal business man of that place, sold to the
railroad company the site in Cincinnati on which it built
its depot for $60,000, and took his pay in its bonds, ever a
great source of revenue to him; and he also furnished the
ties for the track for many miles, all cut off of his noted
Tippecanoe farm of nineteen hundred acres in Goshen and
Stonelick townships. The road was finished to Loveland
in 1844, in the fall, very much against the wishes of many
of the people who earned their living as teawsters, and
thought they were ruined. This road has a double track
running six and three-twenticths miles through this county,
with about a mile of sidings, and depets at Loveland,
Branch Hill, Miamiville, and Milford, at the latter place
on the Hamilton County side. It is now leased to and
operated by the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis Rail-
way Company, and has the reputation of being the best-
equipped and conducted road in the State.

The Marietta and Cincinnati Railiway was built years
afterwards, and has five miles of main track in this county,
besides one and one-fifth miles of sidings. It passes through
Loveland, where it crosses the Little Miami road, and the
rest of the road in Clermont is in Goshen township. It
was built about the year 1850 as the Hillsboro' and Cin-
cinnati Railroad, and is now operated by the Baltimore
and Ohio Company. :

Many attempts were made towards building other, rail-
roads running through the county, but without success
until 1876, when, on Jan. 10, 18706, the Cincinnati and
Eustern Ruthway Company was formed at Batavia, under
the name first of The Cincinnati, Batavia and Williams-
burgh Ruailroad Company, but which was changed at the
following May term of Clermont Common Pleas Court to
its present name. Its corporators were Samuel Woodward,
M. Jamieson, G. W. Hulick, William Mansficld, George
H. Wilber, W. B. C. Stitling, G. W. Gregg, Peter F.
Swing, C. H. Thomas, Byron Williams, and W. A, Kain.
On May 6, 1876, the stockholders unanimously voted to

extend the line from Williamsburgh to Portsmouth, its
present projected terminus. Since its organization Samuel
Woodward hasbeen president, Milton Jamieson treasurer,and
William Mansfield auditor, and the following persons direc-
tors (those marked with an asterisk still in office) : Samuel
Woodward,* George H. Wilber,* Stephen Feike, Peter I.
Swing, Azariah Davis, Daniel Turrer, Charles H. Thomas,*
0. H. Hardin* W. R. McGill,* James Hulick,* F. M.
Smith,* S. K. Carey,* N. R. Thomson,* George W. Gregg,
John M. Necley,* and James P. Duckwall.*  Its proposed
main line is one hundred and eight miles long, of which
fifty-three miles is in full running operation from the Miami
Valley Railway-junction (three and a half miles from Cin-
cinnati) to Winchester, in Adams County, and beyond
Winchester, towards Portsmouth, the grading is nearly
completed to the Scioto county-line, about twenty miles.
In February, 1880, the branch from Batavia Junction (on
the Little Miami road) to New Richmond—a distance of
fourteen and three-tenths miles—was completed and is now
in successful operation, making, with the aggregate of sid-
ings, seventy miles daily operated by this road, on which
the freight and passenger traffic is constantly increasing.
At Sardinia it crosses the Maysville and Columbus narrow-
gauge road, now completed and running from Sardinia to
Hillsboro’, and this summer (1880) to be finished from
Sardinia, vid Georgetown, to Ripley and Maysville. It is
contemplated this_year to finish the Miami Valley road the
remainder of the way (three and one-half-miles) to Cin-
cinnati, when the transfer of freight and passengers to the
Little Miami road at Batavia Junction will cease. This
well-managed narrow-gauge railroad—the best in Ohio—
runs through one of the richest and most productive and
thickly-populated regions in the State, and was completed
to Batavia, Oct. 18,1876 ; to Williamsburgh, March 1,1877 ;
to Mount Oreb, April 19, 1877; to Sardinia, June 4,
1877; and to Winchester in September following. In
this county, including its New Richmond branch and
sidings, it has thirty-six miles of track, and the stations on
the main line are South Milford, Elstun, Cohoon, East
Liberty, Batavia, Hulick’s, Summit, Afton, and Williams-
burgh ; and on the New Richmond branch are New Rich-
mond, Blairville, New Palestine, Ohio River, Pleasant Hill,
Tobasco, and Mount Carmel. This road was built by sub-
seriptions raised by stockholders along its main and exten-
sion lines, and by bonds issued on mortgage securities.
Its principal bridges on the main line are over the Little
Miami, a Howe truss, wood, three hundred and twenty
feet; east fork at Batavia, wood, one hundred and sixty
feet ; at Williamsburgh, one hundred and twenty feet ; west
fork of White Oak and east fork of same, each one hun-
dred and twenty feet. This was the first railroad built
through the heart of Clermont, and the first of any kind
to penetrate the adjoining counties of Brown and Adarms.

" The next road— Cincinnati and Portsmouth Narrow-
Gaunge Railroad—to be built was incorporated in January,
1873, with the following corporators: Thomas Donaldson,
Benneville Kline, John Carlisle, Chilton A. White, Henry
W. Kimball, Joseph Clare, Paul Mohr, Z. D. Kyle, Josiah
Kirby, and H. H. Wellman ; but its construction did not
begin till three years subsequently. It is a narrow gauge,
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and is finished from Columbia, on the Little Miami road, to
Cleveland’s, a mile east of Amelia, through which town,
Judd’s, Centreville, Olive Branch, Willowville, Glen Este,
Kyles, and Mount Carmel, it runs and is altogether in run-
ning operation a distance of twenty and four-tenths miles.
From Cleveland’s to Bethel the grading is all completed,

“and between Bethel and Georgetown over half finished.
It is contemplated by its management to put down the track
in the season of 1880 to Bethel and Georgetown.

The Cincinnati, Milford and Fayetteville Narrow- Gauge
Railroad was incorporated a few years ago, and a road-bed
graded from Milford northeast, through the northern town-
ships of the county. As yet no track has been laid, but
the early completion of the road, possibly as a standard
gauge, is confidently expected the coming season.

Tive lines of telegraph pass through the county,—viz.,
along the Little Miami, Marictta, Cincinnati, and Eastern
(on main line and the New Richmond branch), and along
the Ohio turnpike vid Amelia and Bethel. The townships
of Miami, Goshen, Union, Batavia, Williamsburgh, Pierce,
and Ohio are thus afforded telegraphic facilities, and the
same townships enjoy railway communication.

The wonderful progress and advancement in internal im-
provements and material prosperity the county has made is
most strikingly shown in the following pages of statistical
matter, contrasting the old with the new times, and showing
the condition of the county at different periods from 1825
to 1879.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

For the year ending June 8, 1825, the receipts at the
county treasury were $6440.97. Of this amount there
were apportioned to the several townships for road
purposes: Wayne, $45; Williamsburgh, $104.46; Tate,
$129.93; Franklin, $31; Washington, $31; Ohio, $36;
Batavia, $37; Stonelick, $37; Miami, $99; Union, $98.
A balance of $321.20 for road purposes remained undis-
tributed, and the other balances due the State and for
county purposes amounted to $1275.56, showing how mod-
erate were the expenses of the county at that period ; and
this amount was largely in excess of the usual rate, on ac-
count of the court-house edifice at New Richmond, the cost
of building which was settled on the payment of $1193.28
when Batavia became the seat of justice.

The rates of taxation for 1827 were as follows:

State tax, 15 cents on the $100 valuation.’

Canal tax, 15 cents on the $100 valuation.

County tax, 30 cents on the $100 valuation.

School tax, 5 cents on the $100 valuation.

Batavia township tax, 12} cents on the $100 valuation.
Williamsburgh township tax, 33 cents on the S100 valuation.
Tate township tax, 11} cents on the 3100 valuation.
Franklin township tax, 23 cents on the $100 valuation.
Washington township tax, 73 cents on the $100 valuation.
Monroe township tax, 6} cents on the $100 valuation.
Ohio township tax, 10 cents on the $100 valuation.

So in Batavia the tax-payer paid on each one hundred
dollars, 77% cents; in Williamsburgh, 68%; in Tate, 76%;
in Franklin, 68%; in Washington, 72%; in Monroe, 71%};
and in Ohio, 75.

The smallness of the school-tax strikes every one, but it

now began to gradually increase year by year under the acts
of 1825, 1826, and 1827, and those subsequently passed
by the Legislature. In 1827, Wayne, Goshen, Stonelick,
Union, and Miami townships levied no ‘township tax, and in
that year the county treasurer, John W. Robinson, spent
two days in each of the then twelve townships between
August 20th and September 15th to receive taxes, which
was the first year the treasurer received taxes, the county
collector up to that time doing the collecting. For the year
ending June 2, 1829, the total receipts of Clermont were
$10,866.83.2, and the entire disburscments, covering the
State, county, township, and school purposes, $9195.57.4,
of which $2.25 was to Thomas Kain for refreshments fur-
nished a jury in a State case.

In 1829 the average rate of taxation throughout the
county was eighty-four cents on the hundred dollars.

For the fiscal year closing June 4, 1833, the receipts of
the county for all purposes were $16,368.72, and the ex-
penditures $13,019.86. In 1841 the rates of taxation by
mills in the different townships were as follows ou the dol-
lar: Batavia, 12§ ; Williamsburgh, 11%; Tate, 11% ; Frank-
lin, 10%; Washington, 10%; Monroe, 9%; Ohio, 11%;
Union, 9%4; Miami, 13; Goshen, 10%; Stonelick, 10} ;
Wayne, 9 ; Juckson, 9¢; which made the average rate
in the county 107-%; cents on the hundred dollars. Of the
above tax, 5 mills was for State and canal tax; 4% for
schools; # of a mill for Union bridge; and balance for
township purposes. We give some general statistics of
three periods. S

1836. 1840. 1845.
Value of lands and buildings...... $1,378,969 $1,401,764 $1,504,034
“ town-lots and buildin 253,625 272,698 167,530
“  DOrseS.cccesvecereenneren . 218,640 243,200 274,960
0 cattleaiineiinnnne oerereees . 50,880 57,856 64,504
Merchants’ capital and money at
IDLEIESt.eiees sereenese sarassons saransone . 90,878 101,823 181,194

Total valuat’n of taxable property...31,994,492‘ $2,083,441 $2,208,778

The duplicate of 1846 shows as follows: State taxes,
$18,813.02; county and township taxes, $16,296.98 ; law-
yers’ and doctors’ taxes, $17,325 ; delinquencies, $1071.19;
and for same year the assessors returned 8400 horses, valued
at $265,217; 52 mules, at $1332; 10,732 cattle, at $85,167 ;
26,604 sheep, at $14,829; 31,659 hogs, at $64,450; 592
pleasure-carriages, at $30,392; 799 watches, at $11,169 ;
7 pianos, at $1260. '

In 1849 the duplicates showed :

Acres of Value of Value of

Jand. land. persvnalty,

Batavid...ccceereniencenens 25,440 $460,746 S1a4,921
we 17,418 274,107 81,258

Ate.eierens conene vevennnne 28,361 425,217 113,073
Franklin.... . 24,333 458,601 126,396
Washington 22,224 429,236 153,027
Monroe 19,448 344,020 83,102
Ohio 22,470 504,583 176,209
Union e 18,075 431,378 107,054
Miamiieiea. . 22,995 549,562 172,535
Goshen e 20,056 264,908 83,530
Wayne.... .. 19,079 144,057 31,246
Stonelick. .. 19,029 257,125 70,085
Jackson.veeeornaerannes 18,470 153,306 36,571
TotalS.eeeenensssesesanee 277,598 $4,696,848 1,388,987

From $2,083,441 in 1840, the duplicate jumped up to
$6,085,833 in 1849, showing a marked era of prosperity.
The following was the value in 1849 of reul estate in the vil-
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lages: Batavia, $55,930; Williamsburgh, $46,676 ; Bethel,
$37,787 ; Felicity, $78,149 ; Chilo, $5746 ; Rural, $3852;
Utopia, $2363 ; Neville, $§13,279 ; Moscow, $23,751 ; Point
Pleasant, $9789; Van Buren, $4889; Frectown, $510;
New Richmond, $55,798; DPalestine, $5460; Milford,
$58,420; Newberry, $1224; New Salisbury, $4200;
Miamiville, $1785; Goshen, $24,233 ; Woodville, $1762;
Edenton, $739; Newtonville, $663 ; Boston, $7405 ; Cyn-
thia Ann, $1664 ; Monterey, $299; total, $448,381.

The new constitution went into cffect in 1851, and the
necessary legislation under it, and the increase of popula-
tion, made a corresponding increase of Clermont’s duplicate,
which ran up to $85,809.85; being the average increase
that obtained in the other counties of the State under the
new system of officers and laws regulating the body politic.
In1862 it was $149,447.40, and in 1868 it was $189,272.06,
showing a marked advance and rise as the necessary result
of the long inflation period of prices and the speculative
manner of business.

The taxes in 1879 for all purposes were $224,862,299,
divided as follows: Delinquencies and forfeitures, $10,-
497.69; county tax, $26,073.36; poor tax, $8691.12;
bridge tax, $14,485.20; building $7242.60 ;
$18,066,24 ; township tax, $21,186.36; school tax,
$59,758.70; dog tax, $343+; town and village tax,
$7425.64 ; and State tax, $42,007.08. The duplicate stood :
Real property in lands, $9,894,000; in lots, $1,148,770 ;
and in personal property, $3,442,430; total duplicate,
$14,485,200. The county’s taxes have increased in about
the same proportion as those of other counties, all brought
about by the same rules of political economy to meet the
requirements of the wants of the people and to keep pace
with the progress of the age.

Rates of taxation in the county in 1879 by townships.
Special school-districts and corporations by mills on the
hundred dollars :

tax,
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OUTSIDE oF COLRPORATIONS,

Batavid.. oo enieriennnnieiiininnes 2.9 4.2 8.1 1.52
- Williamsburgh. 2.9 4.2 8.9 1.60
Bethel......... 2.9 42 113 1.84
Felicity 2.9 4.2 7.9 . 1.50
Neville. 2.9 4.2 8.7 1.58
Moscow ... 2.9 4.2 12.7 1.98
New Richmon 2.9 4.2 12.3 1.94
Mount Carmel., 2.9 4.2 9.3 1.64
Milford........ 2.9 4.2 9.3 1.64
Miamiville. 2.9 4.2 6.3 1.34
Loveland...... 29 4.2 0.3 1.64
BOStOD cvvvunneeeininennssornrecennrennnes 2.9 4.2 5.5 1.26

COUNTY, OHIO.
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Batavito . 2.9 4.2 7.1 2.4 1.66
Willinmsburgh .. 2.9 4.2 7.9 3.0 1.80
Bethel........ 2.9 4.2 10.3 2.6 2.00
Felicity. 2.9 4.2 6.9 2.6 1.06
Neville . 2.9 4.2 7.7 1.6 1.64
MosCOW.vrrenennen 2.9 4.2 1.7 6 1.04
New Richmond.. 2.9 4.2 12.3 6.0 2.54
Milford....uuveus 2.9 4.2 8.3 5.0 2.04
Loveland . 2.9 4.2 154 7.0 2.24
Boston. covvieiiceereeniiieniiiiienie, 2.9 4.2 3.5 6 1.12

The increase of population is shown by comparing the
number of inhabitants in the different decades: in 1810
there were 9965 inhabitants; in 1820, 15,820 ; in 1830,
20,466 ; in 1840, 23,106 ; and for the next three decades

the population is given by townships :

1850. 1860. 1870.

Batavitecoevernecrniersnemananse 2,791 2,960 3,336
Franklin.. 3,061 3,392 3,298
Goshen ... 1,937 1,832 1,876
Jackson .. 1,241 1,579 1,659
Miami..... 2,690 2.995 3,491
Monroe 1,897 1,944 2,089
Ohioiiresesiuiennanennnnn 4,479 3,220 3,375
Pierce (formerly in Ohio) 1,804 1,773
Stonelick coveereeisvrnnnes 1,840 2,053 1,880
2,901 2,780 2,483

1,799 2,005 1,921

2,540 * 2,700 2,821

o 1,394 1,631 1,690

Williamsburgh. coocovviiiiiennns 1,884 2,085 2,389
Total.ceeuseereee [ ..30,455 33,079 34,281

We give the census reports for four previous decades :
1810, 9965 ; 1820, 15,820 ; 1830, 20,466 ; 1840, 23,106.
The census of the present year (1880), now being taken,
will show the number of inhabitants to have increased to
about 37,000.

FARM, ORCHARD, AND STOCK STATISTICS.

WHEAT. Rye. BUCRWHEAT.

— A A
Acres. Bushels.  Acres, . Bushels. Acres. Bushels,
Batavia.....oeeee . 1,816 22,772 151 1,306 8 58
Williamsburgh... 1,464 16,965 85 571 24 230
2,004 20,391 243 2,022 3 19
1,971 22,303 456 3,808 1 8
1,861 21,625 403 3,295 e eeeene
1,351 16,323 183 2,144 4 37
455 5,082 22 255 e eeenee
315 3,578 55 590
655 . 8,467 54 562 9 . 69
1,301 16,031 41 305 21 322
1,368 26,725 195 1,721 42 620
1,550 21,607 29 420 23 345
1,540 28,679 172 1,698 14 140
1,556 18,806 50 704 7 66
Total......eeeeue 19,707 249,354 2,139 20,401 156 1,914

OATS. BARLEY. Conn.

Acres. Bushels. Acres. Busbels. Acres. Bushels.
Batavia ..ceevenen 1,080 25,212 13 390 3,984 135,085
Williamshurgh... 655 14,241 3,403 99,704
[ 1S OO 1,208 23,332 14 258 4,442 109,637
Frauklin..... 772 14157 3,554 86,417
Washington....... 857 18,980 3,735 96,270
-Monroe...., . 917 21,670 2,683 69,360
Ohio..eess 225 5,293 2 53 1,090 37,990
Pierce 338 7,006 963 28,360
Union 825 21,302 1 20 3,088 107,900
Miami 1,036 25,002 33 515 6,088 117,175
Goshen.. 1,101 32,386 3,745 107,800
Wayne .. 953 27,077 3,038 92,445
Stonelick 895 20,976 3,011 92,455
Jackson.....oeeeens 1,004 28,690 3,877 93,240
Total..oeeviainene 11,866 285,324 63 1,236 46,601 1,270,838
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Batavia 1,280 6356 5T .. 175 ...
Willian 7 114 82 4 76 e
Tate... 1,576 153 21 8 26 ..
Franklin... 776 1,646 207 3 573 weee
‘Washington., 8; 537 1,766 180 197 ...
Monroe.. 1,076 899 473 62 8 59 e
Ohio.. 340 318 48 4l L e e
]’mrc( 504 540 137 45 58 ..
Union 952 900 ™13 6 42 ...
Minmi 1,040 1,044 147 92 90
Goshen 1,786 1,754 173 62 27 63
Wayne... 1,469 1,456 T2 8 63 10 90
Stonelick 1,218 1,251 156 b1 5 33 14
Jackson. 1,369 1, 373 4 3
Total..euuierereenns 16,522 14,681 5,399 994 124 1,439 167 1,400 2,600
PoraToES. Tosacco. BUTTER, CHEESE.
— - Ay
- Acres. Bushels. Acres. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds.
Batavia....cieeen. 8§19 39,989 8§6 110,230 53,045 .
Williamsburgh..... 458 22,106 14 13,200 42 432
Tate.eeeereesae . 234 1,747 178 108,383 41,261 25
Franklin.. . 168 8,490 789 684,900 44,787
Washington ........ 250 13,965 729 667,750 39,930  ....
Monroe...... . 333 14,163 269 254,990 33,099 125

Obio.... 85 6,506 15 8,400 6,082
Pieree.. 244 992 9 8,945 15,065 ..
Union.. 812 37,540 ... 52,840
Miami.. 494 27,540 69,975 eoeee
Goshen. 705 46,480 46,443
Wayne.... 665 49,250 24,915
Stonelick . 822 43,520 45,380
Jackson «ivieeienennn, 913 53,120 48,675
Totalereers vevernee 7,002 384,322 2,007 1,562,096 563,929 150
SORGHUYM. MArLE-SUGAR. Bexs.
Acres. Pounds. Gs;lllﬁl')‘s Pounds. %‘;]r's;s Ihve I}:{)(:S;;,s
Batavia....esceeune. 39 2,840 15 348 S 115
Williamsburgh..... 30 2,263 ... 65 101 1,383
Tate.ceesn . 42 1,602 ... 236 144 1,880
Franklin.... 66 1,922 96 ... 115 2,371
Washington .. 19 oo LIT0 e ae. 149 2,285
Monroe ...... . 21 1,647 25 108 47 803
1 e W05 . e 66 660
16 1,381 ... 40 39 380
10 .. 753 ... 108 180 2,850
3 70 140 ... 142 121 4,150
9 273 ... 189 132 3,782
. 5 .. 413 ... 200 116 2,650
Stonelick . 24 1,964 ... ... 219 5,085
Jackson............. 27 2,140 ... ... 95 640
Totaleeveererennns 312 70 18,713 136 1,436 1,532 29,038

GraPES AND WINE. SWEET POTATOES.

A I A ~

Acres N
Acres i Pounds Gallons

I:Lmlxg%lf Viney, n;:i. Grapes,  Wine, Acres. Bushels.
Bataviaceeeeeesianes 8 2 22,400 700 5 72
Wx]lmmsburgh 1 25 eeeene veeee
Tate.eessennss wver seeesen ornes . 2 35
Franklin..... 2 47 36,500 9,920 41 740
Washington R 60 16,500 1 3 ... .
Monroec...... 19 42 8,580 795 1 30
Ohio..... . 52 6,600 ........ 45 50
Pierce 3 69 69,802 1,418 26 1,415
Union 3 23 36,750 320 15 1,600
Miami.. 2 17 13,400 98 7 520
Goshen 1 15 40 0 ...
Wayne .... v e 1 3,000 ........ 1 20
Stonelick . .1 45 55,450 659 10 1,261
Jackson ...... e ete sesse seeveses sesessas seans Vo eerees
Total..oeeesrrnes w 91 307 268,997 13,976 197% 5,743

# 4 Acres for manure” means acres plowed under for manure.

+ “ Acres planted” means the number set out in the year, and acres
in vineyard means total acreage of vineyards, but the acreage was often
imperfectly given to the assessors.

ORCHARDS.
Apples. Peaches. Pears.
Acres,  Bushels. Bushels. Bushels.,
Bataviti.vieeeeremccesieiiinessienreens 791 39,395 195 483
Wll]mmsburgh . 456 -27,045 3 197
668 32,140 50

Franklin... 591 - 36,875 322 426
Washington 834 33,195 1,692 185
Monroe .... 540 25,435 1,345 140
Ohio...... 456 10,323 132 190
Pierce 449 23,135 892 171
Union, 750 44,645 685 1,569
Miami, 1,442 35,630 1,790 1,600
Goshen 628 22,230 ... 233
Wayne . 379 12,245
Stonelick 628 37,940 1,105 262
Jackson vesresnenss beacseses 367 23,175 15
Total ....... ® sisansssnansiunsa sesans 8,979 403,408 8,161 5,521

Horses. Cartie.  MULES. SuEEP. Hoes.

Value, Value, Value. Value. Value.

Batavia ceeeeeeessees.  $32,815 $14,155  $6,565  $1,490  $4,030

Williamsburgh 26,328 16,244 5235 2,362 5619
Tute. erernens 39,280 22,362 3,415 4,167 6,879
Franklin .... 33,130 14,665 1,875 945 6,295
Washington .. 29,395 12,495 2,320 860 5,270
Monroc........ 20,523 13,791 1,340 _ 1,901 5389
Obio...... 15,800 14225 1425 1,329  1.823
Pierce 16,510 8,522 5,270 1,365 2,156
Union 24770 15,927 9,005 635 4,570
Miami 30,610 22,545 5415 2,475 6.697
Goshen... 31.233 16,523 1,900 2,098 6,500
Wayne.. 25,107 11,573 4689 1066 4967
Stonelick 21575 10975 5.200 761 4,003
TACKIOD. eonren wenssons 20,245 11,426 3,520 1,305 4,567
Totaleemeeeremnn. $377,111 $205,428 57,394 $19,059 £69,755
CARRIAGES, WATCHES, PIANOS, AND ORGANS.
CARRIAGES. WATCHES. .L\'ll: ‘3?&5\“5.

No. Value. No. Value, No. Valne.

Batavia....... 660  £23,340 106 $2,465 176 $5,375
Williamsburgh. .. 455 12,714 90 568 40 3,560
Tate.ccoeesensen . 548 1,182 100 1,782 46 3,121
Franklin... 507 14,750 75 1,995 60 3,055
Washington.. 490 13,075 91 2,090 50 3,765
Monroe.. 332 11,602 61 897 36 1,920

Ohio.... 340 10,734 1385 8,273 54 5295
Pierce.. 391 14,596 36 958 -26 2,070
Union 623 24,00 107 1,578 41 2,975
Minmi. 682 22,175 157 4,175 118  %,560

Goshen .. 416 14,255 85 1,669 18 1,780
Wayne 381 10,596 49 415 12 675
Stonelick . 339 9,666 61 792 24 1,560
JACKSOD 1everererrerns 3923 7,370 19 240 8 290

$19,797 609 $13,501

Total.eueeevereen. 6,287 $211,177 1,172

OHIO'S SURPLUS REVENUE.

Just before the expiration of President Jackson’s second
term Congress divided out among the several States pro rata,
according to their population, all the surplus public money
arising from the sales of the public lands, and of this sum Ohio
received as its share the then no inconsiderable sum of
$2,007,260.34. The General Assembly of the State passed
an act on March 28, 1837 for the distribution and invest-
ment of its proportion of the surplus revenue as aforesaid,
by which act it was divided out pro rata among the several
counties according to their population, and put into the
hands of the county fund commissioners for investment in
loans as could be done to the best advantage. On March
30, 1837, Clermont County received its first and second
installments, $23,778.35 ; in August, 1837, it received its
third and last installment, $11,889.12; total surplus reve-
nue received, $35,667.37. The county fund commissioners
began loaning it out, at 7 per cent. interest, to various
persons throughout the county, taking both real estate (by
mortgage) and personal security. In 1840 and the two
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subsequent years the following persons borrowed of this
fund on mortgage security: Ezekicl Dimmitt, §200; John
Wheeler, $300; Joseph Fagin, $400; Elijah and James
Dennis (for the noted “ Tunnel Mill”), $1680; James W.
Gudgeon, $300; Abram Teeter, $1000; Joseph Post,
$100; Farman White, $200; John M. Brown, $300;
Alexander Blair (the old Judge), $224; Gerard Riley,
§300; William Sloan, $400; James Picken, $600; and
Harvey Irvin, $200; and it was all paid back with interest,
as the names themselves indicate.

Of the amount received from the State in 1843, 1844,
and 1845 there was paid back (by paying over to county
treasury) $8052.26, and 83000 in 1846, leaving then in
the county $24,615.11, which was loaned as follows:

'l‘o Batavia township...c. oo 83,335.00

¢ Williamsburgh townshlp . 2,400.00
“ Tate . 2,420.00
¢ Franklin “ .- . 1,200.00
¢ Washington “ . T00.00
“ Monroe ¢ 1,200.00
“ Ohio “ 3,250.00
“ Union “ . 1,415.11
¢ Miami “ . 2,100.00
* Goshen “ vene 2,100.00
“ Wayne “ wee 550,00
¢ Stonelick “ e 2,200.00
¢ Jackson “ . . 900.00
“ Clermont County....veeee virereeevrscessneeanes . 880.00

§24,615.11
12 months’ interest on $23,730.11 at 7 per

CONEeLiers veeerennennrnes soresssinnet sacseennsaninasens $1,661.10
12 months" interest on 3880 at 6 per cent..... 52.80
Total interest duC...cieverrssennenes ceeerennens £1,713.90

But that year (1846) some persons were behind in their
interest to the amount of $175.

To manage all that fund for that year there was paid to the
county fund commissioners (distinct and separate officials
from the county commissioners) as follows: Robert Don-
ham, $18; Abram Teetor, $20; and to Robert Temple,
$18; to John Goliffe as attorney fees, $34.50 ; to L. B.
Leeds and A. M. Gest each for printing report, $7.50 ; and
to John M. Brown, agent of the fund, $75; in all $§180.50,
—about three-fourths of one per cent. In a few years later
the fund was wiped out by the State getting it all back,
and thus the business was closed up.

CHAPTER XIIIL
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES OF THE COUNTY.

ABovuT 1846 there were many evidences of progress and
increasing interest in agricultural life which excited the
most cheering hopes of a future advance of the people
of Clermont in this most important branch of industry.
There was awakened among the farming population a sense
of their paramount importance to the State, and how much
more important they might become by the intelligent and
more cnergetic exercise of their time-honored avocation.
The chain which had bound many of the people to old
usages—good in their day, before other material resources
were so rapidly developed—had become partially broken,
and they began to realize that if they would keep pace
with other industries in an emphatic age of improvement

they must exercise, individually and as masses, constant
skill and intelligence in their most useful calling.

The passage of the laws of 1846 and 1847—the former
organizing a State board of agriculture, and directing the
mode of effecting county organizations, and the latter in-
tending to provide a permanent agricultural fund—gave
the people the evidence that their representatives deemed
it important to their individual interest and the interest of
the State that they should combine their energies and cul-
tivate their intellects in order to advance and clevate the
great cause of agriculture to its true position. There is
no truth more universally admitted, and no fact more self-
evident, than that where a great diversity exists in the
industrial pursuits of a people like the community of Cler-
mont, and the agricultural is the predominant intevest, all
others must depend for their prosperity and suecess upon
the prosperous condition and continued advancement of
that predominaunt interest. Its misfortunes are felt, in their
depressing influences, upon all other branches of business,
and its prosperity is equally perceptible in the vigorous
activity given to the varied occupations of society; and
thus is given a rapid increase of the wealth and power of
the State.

FRANKLIN AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICUL-
TURAL SOCIETY.

In 1846 the good farmers of Monroe township—men
who had read with care for years the Olio Cultivator or
the Genesee Farmer, and who believed the time had come
for the philanthropist and statesman to fix the standard of
worth high in the intellectual and moral temple of fame,
to fix the taste and elevate farming, the first, greatest, and
noblest of all pursuits, and thereby have the proud satis-
faction of starting his race onward and upward to that high
destiny in reservation for yet purer and nobler intelligences
—organized The Franklin Agricultural and Horticultural
Society, the name being taken from that old and time-hon-
ored locality of the township so noted in the intellectual
annals of the county, and where most of the organizers
resided. The officers for the first year were James Fergu-
son, President; Charles Robb, Secretary ; George J. Nichols,
Treasurer; with an Exccutive Committee of Thomas Don-
aldson, J. K. Parker, and John A. Simmons. In its first
year it boasted of fifty-six members, maintained an inde-
pendent fair, levied no assessments, drew no county funds,
paid no premiums in money, but made its certificate of
merit suffice. The exhibition of farm- and garden-produets
held that year was the first in the county, and was the
occasion of much interest. The beginning, though hum-
ble, served as the foundation for other agricultural societies,
which would spring up and advance the growing interests
which in a measure had been dormant for many years.
The members of the society were encouraged to believe,
from the success which attended their efforts, that the time
for planting and sowing “by the signs” and ¢ the right
time in the moon” had gone by, and should give place to
knowledge based on the sciences, which would enable them
to transform some farms from comparative wastes to most
fruitful spots. They concluded that ignorance, bad tillage,
and bad government tended to give supremacy to an element
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which would ruin any country, and to counteract these
effects the people must be continually educated by some
such means as they had so auspiciously established.

In 1847 the officers of the society were George J.
Nichols, President; Charles Robb, Secretary; and its
second exhibition was a marked improvement over the pre-
vious year, with increased attendance. There had also, by
its general influences, been created a gradual advance in
agriculture and education ; the public mind was getting
aroused, and the diffusion of knowledge by means of books,
papers, lyceums, and lecturcs was lifting people up and out
of the old ruts of stagnation that had too long prevailed.

In 1848 its officers were William H. Ferguson, Presi-
dent; Dr. A. V. Hopkins, Vice-President; John Han-
cock, Secretary ; Jeptha Jones, Treasurer ; Francis Fergu-
son, R. H. Archard, and William Cook, Board of Man-
agers.

.In 1849 its officers were Charles Robb, President ; George
J. Nichols, Vice-President; John Hancock, Secretary;
Jeptha Jones, Treasurer ; Francis Ferguson, O. N. Brown-
ing, and W. J. Nichols, Board of Managers. This was the
last year of its existence as a separate society, it being
merged into The Clermont County Agricultural Society,
which nearly all its old-members joined, and in which they
took a very active part. The first general law in Ohio for
the encouragement of agriculture was the act of the General
Assembly passed Feb. 27, 1846, appointing a State board
of agriculture and encouraging the formation of * county
societies,” which was followed by the laws enacted Feb. 8,
1847, and of Feb. 18, 1848, under which a regularly or-
ganized county agricultural society could draw annually a
certain sum from the agricultural fund collected from divers
sources, and which has been graduaily augmenting until at
present it amounts to about one hundred and seventy-five
dollars in Clermont County.

To avail themselves of the provision of the ubove laws,
the farmers organized themselves into the foregoing society,
June 9, 1849, and clected, as the first officers, Thomas L.
Shields, President; Philip B. Swing, Treasurer. By the
time the first fair was held, Sept. 28, 1849, on the grounds
of Dr. Pinkham, near Bantam, one hundred and ten mem-
bers had been enrolled, and on the day of the fair, contrary
to the expectations of some, a large crowd was assembled,
not less than two thousand persons. The exhibition was
quite a respectable one, and a great deal of enthusiasm pre-
vailed and was well sustained throughout the two days de-
voted to it. Among the members were a number of young
farmers who had devoted much time to the study of agri-
cultural chemistry and its kindred sciences, and who were
determined that the fair should have a grand future. The
receipts and expenditures for the year were:

Receipts.

Amount received from one hundred and ten
members (being their subscription at one dollar

LT 1 P UPOTON $110
Amount reeeived from County Treasurer........... 110
Total amount received..vvescvirererercesiereanas $220
Expeaditures.
Paid out in premiums....eeesccerevienniciienes ceneenne$176
Paid the seeretary.oieeieeieees eereessennssansaineniee 4
$180
Balance on hand.....evivceeinnienesnensiiennnnne 40

For the year 1850 the officers were: President, Samuel
R. 8. West, of Olive Branch; Vice-President, Thomas
Hitch, of Bantam; Secretary, John Hancock, of New
Richmond; Treasurer, L. D. Salt, of Williamsburgh ; Board
of Managers, John Page, Emor Johnson, B. W. Pease,
Aaron Fagin, and Charles Robb.

The rules and regulations adopted the year previous
(June 9, 1849) provided that the officers should consist
of a president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary, and five
managers, who, together, constituted a board of directors,
for the general management of the affairs of the society,
and who should be elected annually by its members, and
hold their offices until their successors were appointed.
The members had to be residents of the county and to pay
to the treasurer the sum of one dollar annually. Com-
petitors for the premiums had to be members, and it was
required that a list of the articles for premiums should be
published in a newspaper or hand-bills at least one month
previous to the day of exhibition. All articles offered for
premiums had to be owned by the persons offering the
same, or by members of their families, and produets of the
soil or manufactured articles had to be produced or manu-
factured within the county. Provisions were made for
awarding committees of three persons each, to be yearly
appointed, for judging the different classes of articles put
in competition and awarding the premiums for the same.
Competitors for premiums on crops and other improve-
ments were required to comply with the law in furnishing
full and correct statements of the process and expense of
culture and production, ete., and to have the ground and
its produce accurately measured by not less than two disin-
terested persons, whose statements were to be verified by
affidavits. Premiums were not awarded on grain- and
grass-crops for less than one acre, or on root-crops for less
than one-fourth acre, and the whole quantity produced on
the amount of land specified had to be measured or weighed,
—root-crops by weight (divested of the tops), sixty pounds
to the bushel, and grain-crops according to the usual stand-
ards; and the directors had to make rules as to other crops
and productions. The annual exhibition had to be held
between the first days of September and November, but the
premiums on crops could be awarded at a later period if
found necessary.

The second annual fair of this society was held at
¢ Slade’s Tavern,” on the Ohio turnpike, on Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 27 and 28, 1850. The first day was de-
voted to the exhibition of live-stock and farm-wagons. The
exhibition of horses and horned cattle was a fine one, su-
perior to any ever had in the county, excelling, in the
opinion of competent judges, its exhibition of the previous
year by fifty per cent. . The number of fine short-horns ex-
hibited was especially gratifying to those who took an in-
terest in improvement in that kind of stock, and the show
of horses was grand. The second day’s exhibition was the
most attractive, and the show of fine fruit was hard to
excel; the array of specimens of vegetables was imposing,
and the handiwork of the ladies—the first ever exhibited
in Clermont—elegant and beautiful. The number of arti-
cles entered were double the previous year, and many beau-
tiful bouquets of flowers lent interest to the tables. The
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number in attendance on this day was over five thousand
people, being one of the largest gatherings ever scen in
Clermont.

The following were the premiums awarded: Honey,
first, W. P. Fishback. Butter, cheese: first, Mrs. Dr.
McCall. Farming implements: best plow, Jones & Wil-
mington ; best grain-cradle, W. P. Thornton ; best cul-
tivator, Amer Talley; best top-bugey, P. S. Jones; best
buggy without top, D. C. Tice ; second best, W. P. Thorn-
ton.  Manufactured articles: best barrel flour, L. C.
Moore; best hat, John Dimmitt; best variety of woolen
rolls, J. B. Offutt; best variety of stocking-yarn, Miss
Hannah Simmons; best hose and mitts for children, Miss
M. E. Salt; best blankets, Mrs. M. Spahr; best cover-
let, Mrs. N. A. Hiteh; sccond, Joseph Hammond ; best
merino wool hose, Mrs. Dr. McCall; best Saxony wool-
yarn, same; best variety rug-yarn, same; best quilt, Mrs.
E. P. Winans; second, Miss H. Mauker; best counter-
pane, Miss S. Tate ; second, Mrs. John Salt; best shell-
work, Mrs. Warren Pease; best wax-work, Miss E. West;
best hearth-rug, Mrs. 8. G. Clark ; second, Mrs. Dr. McCall ;
best rag hearth-rug, Miss R. Page; best bead bag, Miss
M. Butler; second, Miss D. Hodges; two fine ottomans,
Miss Eliza Wilson ; best worsted picture, Mrs. M. Clark;
second, Mrs. Warren Pease; best lace crape, Mrs. Dr.
Rogers; best candlestand-mat, Mrs. A. Lane; best toilet-
cushion, Mrs. A. P. Nicholson ; best card-basket, Miss L.
H. Donaldson ; sccond, Miss A. Donaldson; best stand-
cover, Mrs. Thomas Donaldson; second, Miss Rebececa
Page; best Catawba wine, John Williamson.

Non-enumerated articles: best corn brooms, William
Gray; second, S. Cordry; best kip boots, Thomas V.
Cazel ; best variety cutlery, John Donnel; best churn, J.
D. Ackley; second, Walter Butler. Fruats.—Apples: first,
G. Ulrey; second, Thomas Donaldson. Peaches: first, R.
Neale; second, Alexander Smith. Figs: first, B. II. Sim-

mons. Grapes: first, John Williamson : second, Alexander
Smith. Quinces; first, Walter Butler; second, Robert
Neale. Pears: first, Robert Neale. Grain and vegetables:

best beets, Wiltshire Salt; pumpkins, Jacob Dair; second,
E. 8. Harden ; seedling potatoes, George Fisher.

Certificates were awarded on the following: Best yellow
corn, Samuel Iden; second, L. R. Leeds; white corn,
James Fagin; pop-corn, W. P. Thornton; China wheat,
Thomas Donaldson ; best variety of willet, John Salt; po-
tatoes, B. S. Harden ; second, Robert Kyle ; sweet potatoes,
Wiltshire Salt ; mammoth sturbling, E. Hodges ; mammoth
gourd, Samuel Simpson ; onions, John Nichols ; cucumbers,
L. R. Leeds; watermelons, same; tomatoes, E. S. Harden;
second, A. Coombs; best peppers, C. B. Huber. Flowens.
—Coxcomb and varieties, Mrs. John Page; best choice
flowers, Mrs. S. G. Clarke; second best, Mrs. Johnston;
best variety of verbenas, Mrs. S. G. Clarke ; best variety of
China asters, Mrs. House; second best, Mrs. Thomas Don-
aldson ; and a fine century-plant, Mrs. S. R. S. West.

Thus closed the second fair of this society, which greatly
promoted the public taste, and exceeded the anticipations
of its managers.

The following is a list of officers of the society from 1851
to 1856: » -

1851.—President, Samuel R. 8. West; Viee-President, John 'Fcrgu-
son; Secretary, John Ilancock; Treasurer, L. D. Salt;
Managers, Aaron D. Fagin, John Page, Robert Kyle, John
II. Braneh, and Lindsey C. Moore.

1852.—DPresident, S. R. S. West; Vice-President, John TFerguson;
Sceretary, Andrew Coombs; Treasurer, L. D. Salt; Man-
agers, John II. Branch, Robert Kyle, Jr.,, Daniel Roude-
bush, Jonathan R. Corbly, A. D. Fagin. Fair held this
year on Slade’s ground, near Bantam.

1853.—President, John Ferguson ; Vice-President, John II. Branch;
Secretary, J. M. McGrew; Treasurer, L. D. Salt; Managers,
Daniel Roudebush, Aaron D. Fagin, Thomas 1litch, Ilenry
G. Hammond, and Alexander Smith.

1854.—President, S. R. S. West; Vice-President, Thomas Hiteh ; See-
retary, I. Donaldson; Treasurer, Jumes MceMurchy; Man-
agers, Elbridge G. Ricker, L. D, Salt, John II. Branch,
Henry G. Hammond, and Mott Titus.

1855.—President, Auron D. Fagin; Viee-President, Thomas Donald-
son; Secretary, Charles Robb; Treasurer, James Me-
Murchy; Managers, Benjamin Archer, John H. Branch,
Elisha Emery, Shadrach Dial, and Richard Pemberton,

1856.—President, Jobhn H. Branch; Vice-President, John Shaw;
Secretary, William Dopaldson; Treasurer, James Me-
Murchy ; Managers, Richard Pemberton, John M. Iutehin-
son, Joseph McConnell, George S. Swing, and Edward W.
Salt.

This year there was a division of the members composing
the Clermont County Agricultural Society, the board of
management—save one manager, Mr. Pemberton—moving
the fuir to Olive Branch, where it was held on September
16th to 19th ; and its action being sustained by a majority
of the justly-constituted authoritics of the socicty, this so-
ciety was recognized by the State board and civil authori-
ties as the regular fair, and has been from that time to the
present. The division was unfortunate, and led to bitter
animosities, now happily ended.

The society had, on March 11, 1853, bought of John
Slade, near Bantam, five and one-half acres and taken a
deed for same, made to Daniel Roudebush, Alex. Smith,
A. D. Fagin, Thomas Hitch, H. G. Hammond, its man-
agers, and there was some squabble in the controversy over
this and its other property, but the differences were finally
settled, and The Clermont County Agricultural Society
near Bantam was organized. In 1857 the society, in
order to form a more perfect union and concert of action
among the agriculturists and mechanies of the county, re-
vised and amended its rules adopted on June 9, 1849, by a
new - constitution, made on January 3d, and made Olive
Branch the site for future exhibitions, where it leased for
five years splendid grounds of Major Samuel R. S. West.

Officers for this year: President, John H. Branch;
Vice-President, L. D. Salt ; Secretary, William Donaldson ;
Treasurers, W. P. Fishback, H. N. Talley ; Board of Man-
agers, Joseph McCounell, Shadrach Dial, John Applegate,
S. R. S. West, George S. Swing, E. G. Beck, Mott Titus,
John Kugler, J. W. Sweeney, Dr. S. IL’'Hommedieu,
James Crosson, and Jacob Ebersole. The last three re-
signed, and Fishback, the treasurer, also resigning, he was
succeeded by Talley.

The first exhibition under the reorganization, and ninth
one since it was first established, was held at Olive Branch
on September 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th, with A. C. Glan-
cey as chief marshal, and was a grand success in numbers,
spirit, and the amount and quality of entries in the various
departments. ‘
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The following were the cxecutive committees :

On cattle, Joseph McConnell ; horses, Shadrach Dial; hogs and sheep,
Johu Applegate; poultry, S. R. S. West; mechanical department,
George S. Swing and E. G. Beck; Floral Ilall, Mott Titus; age
of horses, Robert Kyle, T. K. Holleman, W. P. Linegar; to ar-
range Floral Hall, L. C. Moore, B. W. Pease, and T. V. Petticolas.

The following were the awarding committees :

Class A (1-3), John Burns, Emor Johnson, John Porter, Samuel
Weaver, and Col. Bond; Class A (4-8), Stephen Mount, Elijah
Brazier, William Fuller,John G. Buchanan, William Terwilliger;
Ciass A (swecpstakes), 0. T. Fishback, Darius Perin, William
Edwards, Horatio Buckingbam, Turpin Daughters,

Class B (horses), John Dimmitt, D. 1I. Lockwood, William Ulrey,
Cyrus McFarland, Peter Anderson ; Class B (sweepstakes), David

" McAfee, Zachariah Kyle, Silas R. Hutchinson, Blair Jeffries,
Jacob Ebersole.

Class C (jacks and mules), Emly Barber, Henry Beagle, George Wage-

man, George B. Harry, J. D. Hatfield; Class C (sweepstakes),
Thomas Donaldson, N. B. Gatch, Elias Wood, James Sargent,
Nathaniel Temple.

Class D (sheep), E. G. Ricker, Thomas Thompson, Elisha Emery, Jo- .

seph Kidd, Alfred E. Davis.

Class E (swine), William Curry, John Emery, Daniel Turner, James
Tate, Decatur Wylie; Class E (sweepstakes), Andrew Beagle,
Andrew Byrus, William Iden, Daniel Roberts, Robert Davidson.

Class F (poultry), W. A. Townsley, II. V. Kerr, W. T. Rice, L. D.
Manning, Dr, Thomas Brown.

Class G (farm implements), P. S. Jones, Charles S. Griffith, S. B, Sims,
Alva Ward, John Page.

Class H (wheel-carriages), Solomon Beckitt, F. H. Allen, Willinmn
Walker, Levi Wilmington, Levi R. White.

Class I (dairy- and farm-products), Mr. and Mrs, Mark Buckingham,
Mrs. N. Benedict, Mrs. George S. Swing, Mrs. John Applegate,
Mrs. Naney Huber, Mrs, Shadrach Dial, Mrs. George R, Wage-
mwan, Mrs. Thomas Thompson ; Class I (flour, meals, and meats),
William Brunson, J. 8. Dustin, H. Evelund, Samuel Perin, Wil-
liam Sturges.

Class J (grains and vegetables), John M. Sweeney, John Ramsey,
S. L, Apple, John Holter, John Coulter.

Class X (fruits), J. H. Rice, Samuel Paxton, Jacob Ebersole, Thomas
Donaldson, Davis Crane. .

Class L (flowers), Mr. and Mrs. James McMurchy, Mrs., George W.

. Dennison, Mrs. Nancy Wayland, Mrs. Joseph Parrish, Mrs. S.
Clarke, Mrs. P. B. Gatch, Mrs. J. H. Branch, Miss M, Paxton,
Miss Lizzie McConnell, Miss Olivia Whitaker.

Class M (paintings and drawings), Miss Rebeeea Gatch, Miss E. B.
Fishback, Miss Carric Hopkins, Mr, and Mrs. D. W. Stephens,
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Sloan, Mrs. Jobn Lytle, Miss Carrie Thomp-
son, Miss Louisa Whitauker, Miss C. Emery, Miss Emma Drake.

Class N (neecdle-, shell-, and wax-work), Mrs. J. D. Morris, Mrs. W,
C. Pinkham, Miss Bond, Miss Rebecca Hill, Miss Judith Peter-
son, Miss M. Wilson, Miss Wood, Miss Mary Curry, Miss Jane
Bragg, Miss Mary Avey, Miss Emily Donaldson, Miss S. Pollard.

Class O (domestic and other manufactures), Mrs. F. T. Donaldson,
Mrs, William Fuller, Mrs. Ietty Rice, Mrs. Philip Stewart, Mrs.
David Cazel, Mrs. William Robinson, Mrs. Henry Beagle, Mrs.
D. M. Dial.

Class D’ (leather and its manufactures), W. B. Pease, Lamanda Park,
T. J. Cazel, Duniel Pompelly, Thomas M. Kennelly.

Class Q (gums), Caleb Willinins, Moses Frybarger, Dowty Utter, Rob-
ert Jeffries, Gideon Witham.

Class R (miscellaneous and designs), Philip Stewart, J. W, Gest,
James Crosson, John Johnston, John M. Robinson.

Class S (field-crops), board of directors. :

Class T (furms), Dr. John P. Emery, S. R. S. West, Thomas Donald-
son, George Duckwall, Robert Kyle, Josiah Higdon.

Non-enumerated articles in Floral Hall, Mrs. Ann Carpenter, Mrs.
Jacob Dair, Mrs. M. Jamison, Mrs, M. B. Gateb, Mrs. John H.
Branch; riding and driving, Thomas Parrish, Hanson L. Penn,
Philip B. Swing, Randolph‘ Skaw, Dr. P. B. Gatch, M. H. Davis,
D.W. C, Loudon, J. P. Wilson, Samuel Edwards, Willium Long;
plowing match, Edward LEdwards, Joseph Avey, William S.
Gatch, Robert Kyle, Jr.,, W. P. Claxton, Aaron ¥agin, Col, Wil-

13

liam Ramsey; music, Miss Lizzie McConnell, Miss Sallie Dob-
bins, Mrs. W. C. Pinkham, Thomas M. Lewis, John C. Reakirt.
An able address was delivered by Judge Bellamy Storer,
of Cincinnati. In November the following premiums on
field-crops were awarded : For best five acres  white flint”
wheat, thirty-one bushels per acre, D. M. Parker, ten’ dol-
lavs; for best acre Irish potatoes, two hundred and forty
bushels per acre, F. & W. Donaldson, six dollars; for best
one-seventh acre of field-beets, five hundred and ninety-
five bushels per acre, same, three dollars; for best one-half
acre Irish potatocs, two hundred and six bushels per acre,
Thomas Donaldson, three dollars.
The following are the officers from 1858 to 1862 :

1858.—President, John Kugler, of Milford; Vice-President, L. D.
Salt, of Williamsburgh; Secretary, William Donaldson, of
New Richmond ; Treasurer, Mott Titus, of Batavia; Direct-
ors: E. G. Beck, New Richmond; John H. Branch, Branch
IIill; William Ulrey, Boston; B. W. Pease, Amelia; George
S. Swing, Perin’s Mills; John Applegate, Goshen; Samuel
Lane, Mount Carmel; Shadrach Dial, Amelia; S. R. 8.
West, Olive Branch ; Marshal of the Fair, A. C. Glancey.

1859.—President, John Kugler; Vice-President, A. C. Glancey;
Treasurer, J. 8. Dustine; Sccretary, Mott Titus; Managers,
John Applegate, J. L. Woodward, 8. R. S. West, Cyrus Mc-
Farland, A. M. Gatch, B. W. Pease, Alfred Holter, William
' Donaldson, William Ulrey, W. C. Pinkbam (to supply place
of Applegate, resigned).

1860.—President, John Kugler; Vice-President, John Applegate;
Seerctary, William C. Pinkham; Treasurer, Jesse S. Dus-
tin; Managers, Willinm Donaldson, B. W. Pease, Robert
Fuller, Cyrus McFarland, Augustus Oskamp, Daniel S.
Smith, Mott Titus, David Meek, Abram Beatty.

1861.—President, John Kugler; Vice-President, John Applegate (who
resigned, and Shadrach Dial was chosen); Secretary, W. C.
Pinkham ; Treasurer, G. W. Hulick ; Managers, Emor John-
son, Jacob Ebersole, William E. Mears, William Donaldson,
Heary Ilill, C. H. Brower, Otis Dudley, Jr., N. W, Jordan,
Alfred Ilolter.

The fair was held on September 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th.
B. W. Pease, A. H. Beatty, and John L. Weaver were
elected managers in place of Jacob Ebersole, Otis Dudley,
Jr., and N. W. Jordan, whose seats were declared vacant
for non-attendance, and, Beatty declining, John Grant filled
his place at the busiuess and meetings of the board.

1862.—President, Shadrach Dial; Vice-President, William E. Mears;
Secretary, G. W. Hulick ; Treasurer, Jesse S. Dustin: Man-
agers, B. W, Pecase, F. J. Roudebush, Alfred Holter, John
L. Weaver, A. M. Gatch, John Hull, A. H. Beatty, J. H.
Sharp, P. 8. Jones.

The fourteenth annual fair was held at the fair-grounds,
near Olive Branch, on September 9th to 12th inclusive.
Owing to the distracted condition of the country, the agri-
cultural interests of the county had been materially affected,
and especially so about tlhie time of the fair, as a rebel raid
was hourly expected on the border, the large army of
Confederates under Gen. Kirby Smith lying just back of
Covingtor, Ky., and menacing Cincinnati. Thus a com-
bination of circumstunces was produced that caused almost
a failure of the exhibition, while the people, under these
extraordinary circumstances, evinced a disposition to attend
closely to their farm-work,—to growing large crops and
storing their barns for the sole purpose of paying their
debts and meeting war expenses and war taxes, neglecting
the while to cultivate a generous competition ig the best
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method of farming and the best quality of the product. The
membership was two hundred and.ninety-four; the falling
off from previous years was owing to the war.

This year’s exhibition showed that the raising of tobacco
was becoming a most profitable business along the Ohio
River hills, and the ecrecks thereof; that the quality of
cattle was steadily improving in Clermont, and that consid-
crable attention was being given to the raising of mules,
some farmers giving their entire extra time to jacks and
mules. The most beautiful feature of this fair was the
interest given to the culture of flowers, and this year Floral
Hall was richly decorated with them, natural and artificial,
displaying a taste that had evidently grown up with the
agricultural associations of the county. Mrs. Frances D.
Gage, of national fame as a speaker and writer, delivered
an able address, which had a happy effect upon the mind
of the ladies, and they learned many things about house-
wifery which they never dreamed of before; while the
“old farmers” had to acknowledge that they had not lis-
tened in vain to her suggestions on raising stock, cte.

In 1863 the officers were as follows: President, Shad-
rach Dial; Vice-President, William I8. Mears; Secretary,
Mahlon H. Medary; Treasurer, J. 8. Dustin; Managers,
William Kdwards, John Hall, Benjumin Behymer, A. H.
Beatty, Alfred Holter, John L. Weaver, M. G. Pease, A.
M. Gatch, W. C. Dole (Mr. Edwards declining, his place
was filled by S. S. Sutton, of Mount Washington).

The officers for 1864 were: President, John H. Branch;
Vice-President, Alfred Holter; Sceretary, William B.
Mears ; Treasurer, Wesley C. Dole; Managers, Edward
Edwards, Peter U. Snell, William Marsh, E. J. Emery, J.
H. Thompson, R. Irvin, John W. Duckwull, John L.
Weaver, N. A. Day (Mr. Edwards declining, Xmor John-
son was afterwards chosen in his place).

This year the annual fair (the sixteenth exhibition) was
held at its new grounds adjoining the pleasant and prosper-
ous village of Boston, where the board purchased of Fred-
erick Mossett twenty-three and eleven-twenty-fifths acres of
land at forty-five dollars per acre, amounting to one thousand
and fifty-five dollars, and for which they received deed of
general warranty dated on Aug. 29, 1867, when the pay-
ments were completed.  Although Col. John H. Branch
was president, he acted as marshal this year, as he had
from and during the fair of 1859, and continued to do up
to the year 1874, when he declined further service, having
served fifteen years; and during that year, and to date,
Gen. M. J. W. Holter has been the marshal, and, like his
lamented predecessor, makes a gallant and efficient official.

The officers from 1865 to 1880 arc named below :

1865.—President, John II. Branch; Vice-President, Alfred Iio]ter;
Seeretary, Willinm E. Mears; Treasurer, Wesley C. Dole;
Manngers, Jobn W, Duckwall, John L. Weaver, John W,
Thompson, John Applegate, Emor Johnson, F. J. Roude-
bush, F. X. Iuen, Reuben Rue, Samuel Titus. (Mr. Apple-
gnte deelining, his place was filled by the election of Wi,
MeNutt, of Jackson township.)

1866.—President, John H. Branch; Vice-President, Alfred Ilolter;
Secretary, Wm, E. Mears; Treasurer, Smmnuel Titus. (By
n change of the constitution the number of the managers
was increased from nine to ten, and the following were
clected: John W. Duckwall, Wm, MeNutt, Isnac Ferrce,
-William Marsh, A. Redding, J. E. Weaver, Emor Johnson,

Richard Roudebush, John W. Thompson, John B. Need-
ham,—the first five for onc year and the other five for two
years, as was decided by casting lots.)
1867.—President, William I. Mears; Vice-President, John W. Duck-
wall; Seeretary, Frank Browning; Treasurer, Samucl Titus;
Managers, Isaae Ferree, Wm. MeNutt, Wm., Marsh, Au-
gustus Oskamp, Nathan A. Day, John L. Weaver, Emor
Johnsen, R. Roudebush, J. W. Thompson, J. B. Needham.
1868.—President, Dr. J. L. Woodward; Vice-President, John W.
Duckwall; Seerctary, Frank Browning; Treasurer, Samuel
Titus; Managers, J. L. Weaver, J. L. Teal, F. J. Roude-
bush, B. F. Clark, Richard Roudebush, Isaac Ferree, Win.
McNutt, W, Marsh, A, Oskamp, N. A, Day.
1869.—President, John W. Duckwall; Viee-President, John L.
Weaver; Seerctary, Frank Browning; Treasurer, Moses
Duckwall; Managers, A. M. Marsh, P. S. Gatch, W. T,
Hartman, William Tudor, Isaac Ferrce, J. L. Teal, J. L.
Weaver, F. J. Roudchush, R. Roudebush, B. F. Clark.
1870.—President, John W. Duckwall; Vice-President, John L.
Weaver; Secretary, C. N. Browning; Treasurer, Stephen
Robinson; Managers, J. L. Teal, B. F. Clark, F. J. Roude-
bush, Samuel Titus, Marion Myers, William Tudor, Isaac
Ferree, A. M. Marsh, W, 'I. Ilartman, P. S. Gatch.
1871.—President, Juhn L. Weaver; Vice-President, A. M. Marsh;
Secretary, W. E. Mears; Treasurer, Stephen Robinson;
Munagers, Samuel Titus, F. J. Roudebush, Jesse L. Teal,
Marion Myers, B. F. Clark, Wm. Marsh, William Tudor,
William T. Hartman, Isaac Ferrce, Philip S. Gatch.
1872.—President, John L. Weaver; Vice-President, A. M. Marsh;
Scerctary, William E. Mears; Treasurer, John W. Duck-
wall; Managers, Jesse L. Teal, Marion Myers, Samuel
Titus, B. F. Clark, F. J. Roudebush, Wm. Marsh, Wm.
Tudor, Wm. T. Hartman, Philip 8. Gatch, and Isaac Ferree.
(The exhibition held this year was on September 3d, 4th,
5th, and 6th, and, though politics was engrossing to a great
extent the attention of the people,—it being the year of
Presidential election,—the fair was a grand success pecu-
niarily and in the articles and stock cxhibited.)
1873.—President, F. J. Roudebush; Vice-President, William Tudor;
Secretary, Richard A. South; Treasurer, John W. Duck-
wall; Managers, J. O. Rapp, William S. Atchley, Jacob
Burns, Daniel D. Marsh, P. S. Gatch, John L. Weaver,
Erastus Hulick, Richard Shumard, Samuel Titus, Marion
Myers, J. L. Teal, and B. F. Clark (Titus and Burns re-
signed).
1874.—President, F. J. Roudebush; Vice-President, ;
Sceretary, R. A. South; Treasurer, J. W. Duckwall; Mana-
gers, J. O. Rapp, William S. Atcbley, Daniel D. Marsh, P.
S. Gatch, John L. Weaver, Erastus Hulick, Richard Shu-
mard, Zed South, Willinmn J. Rust, Marion Myers.
1875.—President, William Tudor; Vice-President, J. 0. Rapp; See-
retary, R. A. South; Treasurer,J. W. Duckwall; Managers,
S.J. Rybolt, F. J. Roudebush, D, D. Marsh, Thomas Dough-
erty, W. 8. Atehley, Marion Myers, Zed South, Willlam J.
Rust, Erastus Hulick, and John L. Weaver.
1876.—President, William Tudor; Vice-President, J. 0. Rapp; Sec-
retary, R. A, South ; Treasurer, J, W. Duckwall; Managers,
Marion Myers, Merritt Johoson, Erastus IIulick, John L.
Weaver, Zed South, Stephen J. Rybolt, F. J. Roudebush,
D. D. Marsh, W. S. Atchley, Thomas Dougherty.
1877.—President, J. 0. Rapp ; Vice-President, S. J. Rybolt; Secre-
tary, R. A. South; Treasurer, J. W. Duckwall; Managers,
Thomas Dougherty, F. J. Roudebush, D. D. Marsh, W. S.
Atchley, Willinmn Tudor, Marion Myers, Merritt Johnson,
Zed South, John L. Weaver, Erastus Hulick?

'1878.—President, J=0. Rapp; Vice-President, S. J. Rybolt; Secre-

tary, . A. South; Treasurer, J. W. Duckwall ; Managers,
Thomas Dougherty, G. J. Roudebush, D. D. Marsh, W. 8.
Atcbley, William Tudor, Erastus Hulick, W. W. Hulick,
Marion Myers, Merritt Johnson, and Zed South.

1879.—President, S. J. Rybolt; Vice-President, Marion Myers; Sec-
retary, R. A. South ; Treasurer, J. W. Duckwall ; Managers,
Erastus Ilulick, W. W, Hulick, Merritt Johnson, Zed South,
J. 0. Rapp, F. J. Roudcbush, D. D. Marsh, A, M. Marsh,
J. D. Mc¢Keever, and A. F. Qucal.
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1880.—President, S. J. Rybolt; Viee-President, Marion Myecrs; Sce-
retary, Herman S. Hulick; Treasurer, J. W. Duckwall;
Managers, W. W. Hulick, Erastus Halick, J. R. Brown, Zed
South, J. 0. Rapp, F. J. Roudebush, D. D. Marsh, A. M.
Marsh, J. D. MeKcever, and A. F, Queal.

The last annual exhibition of this socicty was held at

Boston from September 2d to 5th inclusive, it being the
" thirty-first since its creation, on June 9, 1849, and was

conducted under the auspices of the officers heretofore
given, with the following superintendents: On horses, J.
O. Rapp and D. D. Marsh; cattle, sheep, and swine, J. D.
McKeever; Mechanies’ Hall, A. M. Marsh ; fruit, A. F.
Queal; pantry-products, Merritt Johnson; flowers, Mrs.
Clara Titus; domestic manufactures, W. W. Hulick;
Floral Hall, Erastus Hulick. The first day was devoted
to general preparation, cntries, and arrangement of all
articles and stock, passage through the gates being free.
The second was devoted to horses for all purposes, cattle,
including cross, imported, and between native and imported.
The third day was given up to draught, fine and light
harness-horses, carriage and farm-teams matched, buggy-
teams for driving in pairs or single, sheep with a grade
between native and pure, swine, poultry, farm-implements,
wheel-carriages and wachinery, farm-products, dairy- and
pantry-products, grains and seeds, vegetables, pets, fruits,
flowers, needle-work and embroidery, wax-work, domestic
manufactures, leather goods, paintings and drawings, me-
chanics, manufactures. The fourth and last day was occu-
pied in the pacing-match and exhibition of jacks and mules,
riding and driving, and the show of knitting- and sewiag-
machines, musieal instruments, and field-crops.

The payment of one dollar and fifty cents constitutes a
resident of the county (if over twenty-one years of age) a
member of the society, with the privilege of entering any
number of articles or animals for exhibition he or she may
choose in any of the departments. Admission: Single tick-
cts, twenty-five cents; horse and rider, fifty cents; and no
vehicle allowed within the inclosure except upon a mem-
ber’s badge.

The following is the treasurer’s report for year ending
Jan. 1, 1879:

Receipts.

Jan. 1, 1879, balance on hand.......... ceevreesveraates . S$407.89

Ru,en ed from gateS...ceeneranas weee 1724025

for privileges.. 337.00

“ for entry-fee.. . 15.00

“  for stable-rent... . 17.00

“ from county fund . 17134
Total receipts ...... - $2672.48

Disbursements.

Amount pa.ld for PromilmS cueneeesveeeereesensisnaanans $1096.88

labor..... . .- 172.25

“ “ ¢« musie - 45.00

“ ¢« ¢« printing. 71.25

“ ¢ ¢ honds.. - 40.00

“« € ¢ materia . 103.28

“ “ 4 clerk and pol 103.50

“ o e\penses of board.. 18.60
Total paid out.. [ERPRRN - 1649.76
Balance in treasury.. c.eeeeee cosrecser sersavesssensrssesene $1022.72

‘THE CLERMONT COUNTY AGRICULTURAL, HOR-
TICULTURAL, AND MECHANIC ARTS ASSOCIA-
TION. }

In the summer of 1856, the Clermont County Agricul-
tural Sceiety, which had held seven annual exhibitions,

split into two organizations, one retaining the original and
parent name and going to Olive Branch to hold its fairs,
the other taking the name of ¢ Clermont County Agricul-
tural Society near Bantam,” and holding its yearly exhibi-
tions on the old grounds, to which it made important addi-
tions in territory, crected a splendid floral hall, magnificent
amphitheatre, and - greatly beautified its pleasant grounds
by walks, drives, and elegant shade-trees.

Under the new organization the officers of the popularly-
called ““ Bantam TFair"” for 1856, were: President, John
Quinlan; Vice-President, T. C. Sargent; Secretary, A.
Coombs ; Treasurer, James MeMurchy ; Managers, Thomas
Hitch, Samucl Simpson, Charles Robinson, John Swem,
Richard Pemberton. This was the best fair ever held on
the old ground near Bantam, and the exhibition of cattle,
horses, and other stock was finer and in greater abundance
than hitherto. The mechanical department was well repre-
sented by various articles, and Floral Hall was richly dee-
orated, tastefully arranged, and filled with the most perfect
specimens of handiwork of the ladies, and with flowers and
fruits in almost endless varieties. The first exhibition under
the new 7égime was grandly successful in the vast crowds
in attendance and everything exhibited, and, with the elo-
quent address of Thomas M. Lewis, was greatly enjoyed by
the thousands present. .

The officers for 1857 were: President, Richard Pember-
ton ; Vice-President, T. C. Sargent;  Secretary, Andrew
Coombs; Treasurer, Isaac Quinlan; Managers, Thomas
Hitch, F. A. Taylor, William Shaw, David Moreton, and
Robert Vanosdol. This year, in addition to the five and a
half acres bought March 11, 1853, under the old manage-
ment, twenty-five acres, three roods, twenty-six and one-
fourth poles of land were purchased, thus making ample
room for the exhibitions of the society. This land was
bought by three deeds, made to William Shaw, Temple C.
Sargent, Elisha B. Simmons, and George McMurchy, as
trustecs, in trust, one dated Oect. 5, 1857, by John Slade,
for $1036.56 ; another, of same date, for like amount, by
J. 8. Slade; and the third, dated Sept. 26, 1859, by Ellen
Slade, for $387, conveying her interest.

In 1858 no election was held, according to the records.
The officers from 1859 to 1879 are herewith given:

1859.—President, J. R. Corbly; Vice-President, Benjamin Penn;
Secretary, A. McNair, Jr.; Treasurer, Nichols; Mana-
gers, William Hawkins, 0. W. Vanosdol, Thomas Husong,
Willianm Johnson, A. W. Huling, Jacob Jackson, Benjamin
Behymer, T. C. Sargent, George W. Salt.

1860.—President, J.R. Corbly; Vlce President, Benjamin Penn ; Sec-
retary, A. McNair, Jr.; Treasurer, J. F. M. Ely; Mana-
gers, Willinmn Hawkins, 0. W. Vanosdol, Thomas Husong,
Newton Corbly, A. W. Huling, Jacob Jackson, William
Iden, Samuel Murphy, George W. Salt.

1861.—President, Willinm Hawkins; Vice-President, B. F. Hitch;
Sceretary, A. McNair, Jr.; Treasurer, J. F. M. Ely; Man-
agers, William Johnson, Ezekiel Slade, James Goodwin,
Samuel Murphy, J. R. Shaw, A. J. Morin, William Iden,
Newton Corbly, P. S. Jones.

136" —President, J. R. Corbly ; Vice-President, Ezckiel Slade ; Sec-
retary, A. McNair, Jr. ; Treasurer, J. F. M. Ely ; Managers,
0. S. Robinson, 0. W. Vanosdol, P. T. Cox, William Carter,
B. H. Simmons, William Hawkins, William Iden, Newton
Corbly, P. S. Jones.

1863.—President, Newton Corbly ; Vice-President, William Winans;
Secretary, A. McNair, Jr.; Treasurer, J. F. M. Ely; Man-
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agers, Charles Robinson, Jr., Philip Chatterton, P. T. Cox,
M. & Dimmitt, D. II. Nichols, Willinmm Hawkins, William
Iden, J. R. Yoster, P, S. Jones.

1864.—Dresident, Newton Corbly; Vice-President, William Winans;
Sceretary, A. McNair, Jr.; Treasurer, N. A. Iliteh; Man-
agers, Charles Robinson, Jr., Isane Ferree, J. F. M. Ely, P.
T. Cox, D. II. Nichols, M. S. Dimumitt, John Shaw, Noah
Tompking, Collins Doughty.

1865.—President, J. R. Corbly ; Vice-President, William Iden; See-
retary, A. McNair, Jr.: Treasurer, N. A, Hiteh ; Managers,
David Atehley, O. I. Hardin, J. F. M. Ely, P. T. Cox, W.
W. Ricker, M. S. Dimmitt, Willinm IHawkins, Noah Tomp-
king, Collins Doughty.

1866.—DPresident, Moses 8. Dimmitt; Vice-President, Newton Corbly ;
Secerotary, F. M. Robinson; Treasurer, John M. Goodwin;
Managers, Charles Robinson, Jr., 0. W. Vanosdol, Eli R.
Leeds, W. W. Fronk, W. W. Manning, Charles Robb,
Robert Jeremiah, Eben Bebymer, A. J. Morin.

1867.—President, Ezckicel Slade; Vice-President, Newton Corbly;
Secretary, F. M. Robinson; Treasurer. John M. Goodwin;
Managers, John Wageman, Joseph Jenkins, B. ¥. Iitch,
W. W. Fronk, A. J. Sargent, Jacob Jackson, II. G. Donald-
son, . M. Hancock, Robert Jereminh.

186S.—President, J. R. Foster; Vice-President, Benjamin Archer;
Secretary, F. M. Robinson; Treasurer, J. M. Goodwin;
Managers, John Wageman, 0. H. llardin, Samuel Ulrey, E.
J. Prather, J. I Gates, W, W. Gardner, A. B. Cleveland,
John Hall, 1I. G. Donaldson.

1869.—President, Ezekiel Slade; Vice-President, 0. W. Vanosdol;
Secretary, F. M. Robinson ; Treasurer, Aaron Corbly ; Man-
agers, B. K. Hiteh, B. J. Prather, J. II. Gates, David White,
0. 1., Hardin, W. W, Gardner, Newton Corbly, John Hall,
H. G. Donaldson.

1870.—President, 0. W. Vanosdol; Vice-President, John Ferguson;
Secretary, D. II. Nichols; Treasurer, W. W, Ricker; Man-
agers, Thomas Husong, Cornelius MecCollum, George G.
Crane, Thomas Fletcher, A. D. Butler, W. W, Gardner,
Wash. Park, Joseph Marriott, Jokn D. Penn.

1871.—President, W. W. Gardner; Vice-President, Iiram McKown ;
Sceretary, M. A. Leeds; Treasurer, W. W. Ricker; Mana-
gers, J. M. Simpking, C. M¢Collum, Joseph Clare, Joseph
Maurriott, P. T. Cox, Ira Ferguson, William A. Shaw, A. D,
Butler, Frank Davis.

1872.—President, W. W. Gardner; Vice-President, Iliram MeKown;
Secretary, M. A. Leeds; Treasurer, Joseph Clare; Mana-
gers, Josiah Wilson, 0. W. Vanosdol, J. M. Goodwin, E. J.
Prather, F. M. Trees, D. II. Nichols, J. B. Burridge, Newton
Corbly, John Hall. (This year the name was changed from
“The Clermont Agricultural Society ncar Bantam” to 7he
Clermont Agricultural, Horticultural, and Mechanics Arts
Association, and the fair entirely reorganized in its manage-
ment with a new constitution, by-laws, and rules.)

1873.—President, W. W. Gardner; Vice-President, B. F. itch; See-
retary, D, H. Nichols; Treasurver, Winthrop Frazer; Man-
agers, Ww. Johnson, John E. Tribble, John Tatman, M. S.
Diwmmitt, Noah Towmpkins, J. ¥. M. Ely, 1I. 0. D. Banks,
Jonathan Donham, John 1lall.

1874.—President, H. O. D. Banks; Vice-President, Joseph Clare;
Secretary, D. H. Nichols; Treasurer, Winthrop Frazer;
Managers, W. A. Johnson, N. A. Iliteh, B. F. Hitch, M. S.
Dimmitt, F. M. Trees, L. L. Fridman, H. G. Donaldson,
Jonathan Dunham, Peter S. Jones.

1875.—President, W. W. Gardper; Vice-President, 0. W, Vunosd:al;
Secretary, D. II. Nichols; Treasurer, John L. Barkley;
Managers, Isaac Vanosdol, John Tatman, M. 8. Dimmitt,
Robert Buchanan, L. L. Fridwan, William Donaldson, A. D,
Butler, Albert W. Huling.

1876.—President, Elbridge G. Ricker; Vice-President, Wm. Donald-
son ; Secretary, F. M. Robinson; Treasurer, John L. Bark-
ley; Managers, B. F. Moyer, John Tribble, John Tatman,
Joseph Marriott, Robert Buchanan, W. W, Gardner, W,
Hawking, Newton Corbly, Peter S. Jones.

1877.—President, Wm. Donaldson; Vice-President, John Tatman;
Sceretary, F. M. Robiusun; Treasurer, J. L. Barkley;
Managers, B. F. Moyer, John Tribbte, Dr, W, E. Thompson,

M. 8. Dimmitt, Noah Tompkins, Wm. Hawkins, Hiram D.
Toae, W, W, Gardner, Newton Corbly.

1878.—President, Wm. Donaldson ; Vice-President, John Tatman ;
Seceretary, B. F. Moyer; Treasurer, Johin L. Barkley ; Man-
agers, William Johnson, John Tribble, Dr. William E.
Thompson, Moses S. Dimmitt, Noah Tompkins, J. R. H.
Simmons, William Hawkins, Albert D. Butler, J. R. Hicks.
(The exhibition this season was unusually interesting from
the grand display of fruits and flowers and stock, of which
Intter many blooded horses and imported stock of cattle
were from a distance and some from Kentucky. Theincreas-
ing shade and toliage of the growing trees added much to
the comfort of those in attendance.)

1879.—President, Wm. Donaldson, of New Richmond; Vice-Presi-
dent, Joseph Clare; Scerctary, W. E. Nichols; Treasurer,
John L. Barkley ; Directors, B. F. Moyer, Dr, W. E. Thomp-
son, K. J. Prather, J. 8. Archer, J. E. Tribble, Noah Tomp-
kins, J. R. II. Simmons, Wm. Hawking, A. D. Butler; Ex-
ecutive Committee for the Fair, Wm. Donaldson, W. L.
Nichols, E. J. Prather, Joseph Clare, Dr. W. E. Thompson;
Marshal, E. J. Prather; Chief of Police, Antony Sylvester;
Superintendent of Horses, Wm. Ilawkins, Dr. W. E. Thomp-
son; of Mechanics’ Hall, A. D. Dutler; of Cattle, Sheep,
and Swine, J. E. Tribble; of Vegetable IIall, Noah Tomp-
kins; of Floral Hall, A.W. Huling, Joseph Clare, J. S.
Archer,

The exhibition of 1879 was held at its spacious grounds
near Bantam on September 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th,
and was in every respect a success, auguring well for the
future of the society.

The management has enacted rules for the government
of the fairs, forbidding all gambling or the taking of intox-
icating or spirituous liquors on to the grounds, and the
best of order is ever maintained. 'All products of the
soil must be exhibited by the producer or some member of
his family, and grains, vegetables, preserves, and jellies have
to be products of the year of exhibition. This fair is now
on a good basis, is in the hands of a prudent management,
and is largely attended and patronized by the people of
Southern and Central Clermont. Its annual displays of to-
baccos—fine white and burley leafs—are unsurpassed in
the country, and are produced mostly in Franklin and
Washington townships, the two best in Ohio for growing
this weed, now in such complete use in the whole world.
Pantry-products of the good housewives come in for much
attention, and the animated competition in stock shows the
growing interest in domestic animals. For the year 1880
the officers are : President, William W. Gardner, of Laurel;
Vice-President, B. F. Moyer; Secretary, Wm. Donaldson,
of New Richmond ; Treasurer, J. R. Hicks; Managers,
Ezekiel Slade, O. W. Vanosdol, Levi R. White, ‘K. J.
Prather, Noah Tompkins, D. H. Nichols, Wm. Hawkins,
Raymond Gee, and A. D. Butler.

THE LOVELAND HORTICULTURAL AND AGRI-
CULTURAL SOCIETY.

This society was the best and most favorably known of -
any local organization in Ohio. Its place of meeting was
at the greatest shipping-point for peaches in the State,
which attracted attention to this locality and gave the so-
ciety prominence. It was organized Feb. 14, 1864, with
the following officers: President, Dr. J. P. Ewery; Vice-
President, S. B. Smith; Secretary, S. R. Buckingham;
Treasurer, . J. Emery ; Librarian, Thomas Paxton, Jr.

The officers from this time to 1874 were as follows:
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1865.—President, W. C. Pinkham ; Vice-President, S, B, Smith; Sece-
retary, S. R. Buckingham ; Treasurer, E. J. Emery; Libra-
rian, Thomas Paxton, Jr.

1866.—President, W. C. Pinkham ; Vice-President, A. Kimball; See-
retary, S. R. Buckingham; Treasurer, E. J. Bmery ; Libra-
rian, Thomas Paxton, Jr. ’

1867.—President, W. C. Pinkham ; Vice-President, A. Kimball; See-
retary, S. R. Buckingham ; Corresponding Secretary, S. B.
Smith ; Treasurer, E. J. Emery; Librarian, Thomas Pax-
ton, Jr.

1868.—President, E. J. Emery; Vice-President, A. Kimball; Secre-
tary, S. R. Buckingham; Treasurer, S. B. Smith; Corre-
sponding Secretary, W. C. Pinkham; Librarian, Thomas
Paxton, Jr.

1869.—President, E. J. Emery; Vice-President, A. Kimball; Secre-
tary, S. R. Buckingham; Corresponding Seeretary, W. C.
Pinkbham; Treasurer, S. B. Smith; Librarian, Thomas
Paxton, Jr. :

1870.—President, Dr. J. P. Emery; Vice-President, S. B. Smith;
Secretary, 8. R. Buckingham; Corresponding Sceretary, W.
C. Pinkham; Treasurer, E. J. Emery; Librarian, Thomas
Paxton, Jr. i

1871.—President, Dr. J. P. Emery; Vice-President, M. D. Parmer;
Secretary, S. R. Buckingham ; Corresponding Sccretary, W.
C. Pinkham; Treasurer, E. J. Emery; Librarian, Thomas
Paxton, Jr.

1872.—President, Dr. J. P. Emery; Vice-President, M. D. Parmer;
Secrctary, S. R. Buckingham ; Corresponding Secretary, W.
C. Pinkham; Treasurer, E. J. Emery; Librarian, Thomas
Paxton, Jr.

1873.—President, Dr. J. P. Emery; Vice-President, M. D. Parmer;
Secretary, S. R. Buckingham; Treasurer, E. J. Emery;
Corresponding Seeretary, W. €. Pinkham; Librarian,
Thomas Paxton, Jr.

1874.—President, W. C. Pinkham; Vice-President, M. D. Parmer;
Secretary, S. R. Buckingham; Corresponding Secretary, D.
H. Shields; Librarian, Thomas Paxton, Jr.

During 1874 the society was merged into Loveland
Grange, No. 316 (which had been organized in December,
1873), of which most of the members of this famous so-
ciety became members, and in it have since been zealously
carrying on the great work of the original organization,
shedding new light upon the science of horticulture and
awakening an interest in the culture of fruits.

This society had a choice library of one hundred and
ninety-four volumes, seventeen of which were orr horticul-
ture; four on gardening ; seven on agriculture; fifteen on
domestic animals; forty on floral and ornamental culture ;
sixty-five scientific and miscellaneous; and fifty of agricul-
tural and geological reports, pamphlets, and public docu-
ments. The society had its stated meetings, held discus-
sions on the causes of failures in fruit-growing in many
localities, depredations of insects, climatic changes, the
shipping and marketing of fruits, botany of flowers, forest-
culture, ete. In no part of Ohio was the combination of the
useful and beautiful in the occupation of a farmer carried
to such successful perfection as in the neighborhood of
Loveland, which within a radius of six miles contains more
fruit-farms, berry-gardens, and fields of cultivated flowers
than any other locality in the West.

The success of this society was largely due to the effi-
ciency of its able secretary, S. R. Buckingham, the best
agricultural and horticultural writer in Southern Ohio,
whose contributions to the press and labors in other fields
did so much to lift farming out of the ancient ruts and put
it on a higher scale, intellectually and financially, in the
Little Miami Valley.

The society held its exhibitions at stated periods in the
time-honored Loveland Lyceum hall, and the same com-
prised strawberries, raspberries, cherries, apples, peaches,
pears, quinces, flowers, productions of the skillful and duti-
ful wife, specimens of elegant needle-work, productions of
art, vegetables, grapes, wines, domestic manufactures, etc.,
closing with refreshments, speeches, and much social fes-
tivity. The attention given to the cultivation of berries,
fruits, and flowers attracted the most cultivated and sociable
people from other localities, and made Loveland and its en-
virons a delightful neighborhood. Much valuable infor-
mation was diffused by the meetings of the society in the
giving of the experience of its members, making inquiries,
and discussing the merits and demerits of the various fruits,
grains, and vegetables under cultivation, and the best mode
of propagating and cultivating the same. The knowledge
gained from a perusal of its well-assorted library was of
inestimable value to the farmer, who increased the product

-of his labor by a more skillful and intelligent use of the

means at his command, and who knew that farming and
fruit-growing required more capital and skill to conduct
them successfully and profitably than years ago, when the
land was new and our orchards and gardens were protected
from the cold, chilly blasts of winter by the forests that are
now fast disappearing. Horticulture has a most refining
influence and is not only one of the noblest occupations,
but is alike conducive to the health of a community by
providing wholesome fruit, and profitable in that it affords
employment to many men, women, and children.

This society encouraged the use of fertilizers, turned the
attention of farmers from the old-time style of furming to
the cultivation of products more easily grown and that
brought better prices, and awakened so much interest in
this direction that the system of farming has practically
been changed, a large part of Clermont being to-day devoted
to the cultivation of the various fruits and tobacco.

In addition to the foregoing societies, much good has
been done by the Patrons of Husbundry, who organized
the following granges in Clermont County. The list gives
the number as organized, Master and Secretary, and the
names and post-office address of Secretaries in 1875 : ’

No. 29, Master, Davis Whippy; Secretary, W. Whippy; post-office,
Withamsville. )

No. 31, Master, Frank M. Neal; Secretary, W. R. Fletcher; post-
office, Moscow.

No. 53, Master, J. W. Foote; Secretary, Thomas D. Scott; post-ofiice,
West Woodville. ,

No. 54, Master, William Clevenger; Secretary, Arthur Moon ; post-
office, Cuba, Clinton Co.

No. 102, Master, D. IL. Nichols; Secretary, A. W. Huling ; post-office,
Bantam,

No. 103, Master, H. F. Gray; Secretary, M. S. Dimmitt; post-office,
Felicity.

No. 126, Master, John F. Burns; Secretary, J. H. Burns; post-office,
Monterey.

No. 127, Master, J. L. Roudebush; Secretary, Thomas C. Teal; post-
office, Stonelick.

No. 128, Master, J. Colter; Secrctary, A. S. Corbly; post-office,
Amelia,

No. 129, Master, E. D. Duckwall; Secretary, W. S. Rose; post-office,
Olive Branch.

No. 188, Master, Wilson Barber; Secretary, F. T. Donaldson ; post-
office, New Richmond.
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No. 189, Master, D. L, Bishop; Sceretary, W. L. Gordon; post-ofiice,
Goshen.

No. 190, Master, Rowan Lytle; Secretary, A. D. Day; post-oflice,
Afton.

No. 200, Master, A. M. Swope; Secretary, J. L. Trees; post-oflice,
Point Isabel.

No. 226, Master, William Ialse; Scerctary, B. II. Swing; post-oflice,
Bethel.

No. 234, Master, E. L. Bennett ; Sceretary, L. Evanshine; post-office,
New Richmond.

No. 235, Master, W. II. Hartman; Scerctary, E. II. McNutt; post-
office, Marathon.

No. 248, Master, L. W. Wiltsee; Scerctary, Albert Leeds; post-office,
Mount Holly.

No. 261, Master, A. F. Queal; Secrctary, A. B. Shaw; post-office,
Mount Repose.

No. 307, Master, J. M. Teal; Secretary, W, II. Mead; post-office,
Olive Branch.

No. 316, Master, J. P. Emery ; Secretary, S. R. Buckingham; post-
office, Loveland,

No. 320, Master, S. Titus; Secretary, J. L. Weaver; post-office,
Batavia.

No. 327, Master, 0. P. Buckingham ; Seerctary, Frank Ifetzler; post-

" office, Medaira, Hamilton Co.

No. 370, Master, J. L. Cochnower; Sceretary, Jacob Roudebush ; post-
oftice, Bantam.

No. 386, Master, Z. Dickinson ; Secretary, C. C. Brown; post-office,
Newtonsville.

No. 394, Master, B. Medary; Secretary, E. Chatterton; post-office,
Hennings Mills.

No. 415, Master, George . Sapp; Secretary, George F. Clark ; post-
office, Belfast.

No. 419, Master, James R. H. Simimons; Sccretary, G. II. Barkley;
post-office, Laurel.

No. 454, Master, James Ashton; Sceretary, J. W. IHutchinson; post-
office, Williamsburgh.

No. 455, Master, T. W. Morehead; Sceretary, Johu Rowan; post-
office, Williamsburgh.

No. 529, Master, Andrew Jackson; Secretary, F. M. Quigby ; post-
office, Edenton.

No. 589, Master, M. W. Owen; Sceretary, M. L. Tucker; post-office,
Maple, Brown Co.

No. 825, Master, John F. Hardy: Sceretary, A. W. Shinkle; post-
office, Smith’s Landing.

No. 871, Master, George Jarman ; Seerctary, William L. Drake; post-
office, Neville. .

No. 975, Master, N. A. Day; Secerctary, M. Simmons: post-ofiice,
Mount Carmel.

These granges were organized from 1873 until the period
named, and had a large aggregate membership. A vast
fund of agricultural knowledge was disseminated through
this channel, and the masses were educated to think and
act upon matters which affected their waterial interests. It
is to be regretted that of the thirty-five granges instituted
in the county but few have maintained their organization,
and that this interest has been allowed to decline to such
an extent that ouly this brief account of the Patrons can
be given with any authenticity.

The county grange, “ Pomona,” elected its first regular
officers at a meeting held at Williamsburgh, March 3, 1875,
when Davis Whippy was chosen Master ; George Fish-
back, Overseer; M. H. Duckwall, Treas.; M. Simmons,
Sce. In 1876 these offices were filled in the order given

by George Fishback, William Ferris, M. H. Duckwall, and-

M. Simmons; in 1877 by E. D. Duckwall, Rowan Lytle,
M. H. Duckwall, and S. G. Morris; in 1878 by Davis
Whippy, E. D. Duckwall, George Fishback, and 8. G.
Norris ;. and in 1879 by Davis Whippy, N. A. Day, M. H.
Duckwall, and J. W. Wiltsee. -

CHAPTER XIV.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COURTS AND JUDICIAL
HISTORY TO PRESENT TIME — ACCOUNTS OF
THE JUDGES AND NOTABLE TRIALS —NAMES
OF SHERIFFS, CLERKS, PROSECUTING ATTOR-
NEYS, AND JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FOR A
PERIOD OF EIGHTY YEARS.

THE judiciary in the county, under the territorial gov-
ernment, consisted of the Courts of General Quarter Ses-
sions of the Peace, and of Common Pleas, adopted from .
the statutes of Penunsylvania, and framed and published at
Cincinnati, June 1, 1795, by Governor Arthur St. Clair,
and by John Cleves Symmes and George Turner, judges
in and over the Territory of the Northwest. This law
establishing courts of judicature was printed with other stat-
tutes in a volume by Maxwell, which is commonly known
to the legal profession as the “ Maxwell Code.”” The above
law. provided that a court styled “the General Quarter
Sessions of the Peace” be held and kept four times in
every year in every county, and that a competent number
of justices in every county be nominated and authorized by
the Governor, by commission under the seal of the Terri-
tory; which said justices, or any three of them, should and
might hold the said General Sessions of the Peace. Under
this, as well as the act adopted at Marietta, Aug. 23, 1788,
the Courts of General Quarter Sessions could hear, deter-
mine, and scntence, according to the course of common law,
all crimes and misdemeanors, of whatever kind or nature,
committed within the county, the punishment whereof did
not extend to life, limb, imprisomment for more than one
year, or forfeiture of goods and chattels or lands and tene-
ments to the government of the Territory. - The said jus-
tices had power, in and out of sessions, to take all manner
of recognizances,—for good behavior, to keep the peace, or
for appearance at a superior judicatory,—and of commit-
ment to jail; and out of sessions any justice could hear
and determine petit crimes and misdemeanors, wherein the
punishment shall be by fine only, and not exceeding three
dollars, and to assess and tax costs.

The Court of Common Pleas was made up of a com-
petent number of persons, commissioned by the Governor
as justices of the Common Pleas, aind was held four times
a year in terms, according to their business, while the
General Sessions Court could not exceed at one sitting over
three days. The Common Pleas, of which three justices
composed a quorum, could hold pleas of assize, scire facius,
suits and causes, replevins, and hear and determine all
manner of pleas, actions, civil, personal, real, and mixed,
according to law. All the writs ran in the name and style
of *“The United States of America,” and bore the name
of the presiding justice and of the prothonotary (clerk),
and, with all other process, were executed by the sheriff,
or, in his disability, by the coroner. Usually, the magis-
trates composing the Court of Quarter Sessions were the
same comprising that of Common Pleas, and their princi-
pal business was to try men for fighting, to recover debts,
and for trespass.

The first court ever held in the county convened on the
fourth Tuesday in February, 1801, at Williamsburgh, to
wit, the Gieneral Quarter Sessions of the Peace, made up
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of the following magistrates: Owen Todd, Presiding Jus-
tice; William Hunter, Amos Ellis, Willlam Buchanan,
Philip Gatch, Robert Higgins, and Jasper Shotwell. After
these came Houton Clarke, Alexander Martin, and John
Hunter, who sat with the foregoing in both courts and
administered justice and decided law in primitive style,
but with rigor, impartiality, and purity. The court thus
organized, and with Williamn Lytle as prothonotary (clerk)
and William Perry as sheriff, proceeded to empanel a
grand jury, the first ever sworn in the county, and com-
posed of the following men, to wit: Amos Smith, John
Charles, John Trout, Josiah Boothby, Henry Willis, Sam-
uel Brown, Joshua Lambert, Jonathan Clark, John Kain,
John Cotteral, John Anderson, Samnuel Nelson, Benjamin
Frazee, John Colthar, Kelly Burke, Harmon Pearson, Ebe-
‘nezer Osborn, and Absolom Day. There scems to have
been no business for the grand jury at this term, and the
court proceeded to the very important duty of dividing the
couf]ty into five townships,— Williamsburgh, Obannon, Ohio,
Washington, and Pleasant. Amos Smith, John “Wood,
and Amos Kllis were appointed a board of county com-
missioners. Smith lived near what is now Georgetown,
Brown Co., in Pleasant township (still so called), and Ellis
resided halfway between Bethel and Williamsburgh. Daniel
Kain and Jeremiah Beck were appointed consiables of
Williamsburgh township; Thomas Morris and John Charles
appraisers of houses; James South and John Kain super-
visors of highways; Jonathan Hunt, Henry Willis, and
Samuel Brown auditors of supervisors’ accounts; Samuel
Nelson and Samuel Brown overseers of the poor; and
Samuel Nelson, Archibald McLean, and Ramoth Bunton
fence-viewers. © The following appointments were made for
the other four townships:

Obannon (now Miami): Constable, John Pollock ; Llster
of Taxable Property, John Ramsey ; Appraisers of Houses,
Theophilus Simonton and William Robinson ; Supervisors
of Highways, Ambrose Ranson and Peter Wilson; Au-
ditors of Supervisors’ Accounts, Thomas Paxton, Francis
McCormick, and William Simington; Overseers of the
Poor, Samuel Robinson and Theophilus Simonton ; Fence-
Viewers, Francis McCormick, Theophilus Simonton, and
Samuel Robinson.

Ohio : Constable and Lister of Taxable Property, John
Hunter ; Appraiser of Houses, Archibald Gray; Super-
visors of Highways, Ezekiel Dimmitt and John Fagin;
Auditors of Supervisors’ Accounts, John Hunter, Archi-
bald Gray, and William Whittaker ; Overseers of the Poor,
Kzekiel Dimmitt and Isaac Ferguson ; Fence-Viewers, John
Donham, Jacob Light, and John Vaneton.

Washington : Constables, Joshua Manning and James
McKinney; Lister of Taxable Property, Thomas Fec;
Appraisers of Houses, John Abraham and Joseph Utter;
Supervisors of Highways, William Carothers and James
Buchanan; Auditors of Supervisors’ Accounts, John
Wood, William Fee, and James Sargent; Overseers of
the Poor, Henry Newkirk and John Sargent; Fence-
Viewers, Alexander Buchanan, James Clark, and John
Wood.

Pleasant (now in Brown County): Constable, Archibald
Hill; Lister of Taxable Property, William Higgins; Ap-

Waring as surveyor.

praisers of Houses, Samuel Ellis and Walter Wall; Super-
visors of Highways, Archibald Sills and Richard Hewitt ;
Auditors of Supervisors’ Accounts, Walter Wall, Robert
Curry, and Samuel Ellis; Overseers of the Poor, Alexander
Hill and Robert Lucas; Fence-Viewers, Alexander Hill,

-James Henry, and John Liggitt.

License was granted John O’'Bannon to keep a ferry
over the Ohio River on the lower side of the mouth of Bull-
skin, and to Joscphus Waters to keep one from his residence
over the Ohjo to Lee's Creck Station, in Kentucky. An
agreement was entered into with Thomas Morris, whereby
he agreed to furnish. the court with a convenient house,
tables, benches, fuel, ete., for the purpose of holding court
in for the term of four years, at twenty dollars per year.
The court then adjourned.

On May 26,1801, the court again met; justices present,
Owen Todd, William Buchanan, Peter Light, Robert Hig-
gins, Jasper Shotwell, William Hunter, Houghton Clarke,
Alexander Martin, and Amos Ellis. A grand jury was
empaneled, to wit: Ephraim McAdams (foreman), Jo-
sephus Waters, John Vaneaton, Nicholas Sinks, Adam
Bricker, Robert Dickey, John Shotwell, John Colther,
Obed Donham, Archibald McLean, Moses Leonard, Adam
Snider, and Ramoth Bunton. These good men, after re-
tiring to consult upon crimes committed within the body
of the county, reported that they had nothing of that kind
to present,—a splendid record for the reputation of the
people of that day.

William Perry was allowed mneteen dollars and eight
cents for building a stray-pen, and appointed keeper thereof,
at three dollars per quarter. John Donham was appointed
appraiser of houses in Ohio township in place of John
Hunter, refusing to serve, and Jacob Light lister, in licu
of said Hunter, who declined that honor also, and John
Harwood constable in place of said Hunter, who seemed
to have held public employment very cheap indeed. The
sccond day John Evans was indicted for selling liquor
without license, and they were about to try him by a jury,
but it was found there was no law to sustain the case, and
he was gently dismissed.

This court had and exercised, until it was transferred to
the board of county commissioners under the State govern-
ment, full control over all matters relating to roads, bridges,
and internal administration of the county’s affairs. A road
from Boude’s ferry on the Ohio opposite Augusta, Ky., to
Williamsburgh was ordered to be laid out by John Boude,
Joseph Clark, William Carothers, and John Kain, or any
two of them, with Roger W. Waring as surveyor, and to
report to next court. On petition of Francis McCormick,
Charles Redmon, Ambrose Ranson, and Philip Gatch, there
were appointed Elisha Hopkins, John Pollock, Jr., and
John Kain, or "any two of them, to view a road from the
Broad Ford, on“the Little Miami, to Williamsburgh, with
On petition of William Lytle, Obed
Donham, and Houton Clarke, there were appointed Capt.
Dan Feagans, Thomas Barnes, and Jeremiah Beck, or any
two of them, to view a road from Denhamstown to Wil-
liamsburgh, Peter Light surveyor. On petition of sundry
inhabitants of Williamsburgh and Ohio townships, Jacob
Ulrey, Moses Wood, and Asbel Gray were appointed to
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view a road from Williamsburgh to the mouth of Twelve-
Mile Creek, on the Ohio River, with William Perry as
surveyor. On petition of Josephus Waters, there were
appointed Daniel Feagans, Fielding Feagans, and John
Kain to view a road from Waters’ ferry, on the Ohio River,
to Williamsburgh, with Joseph Waters sarveyor. Joshua
Manning was reappointed constable of Washington town-
ship, and Alex. Hill, Jr., appointed constable of Pleasant
township.

On application of Thomas Morris a license was granted
him to keep a tavern at his house, in Williamsburgh, upon
his paying cight dollars, which was the first tavern license
granted in the county by its authoritics. Roger W. War-
ing was appointed to meet the surveyors of Hamilton and
Adams Counties and run the lines thereof and report.
Peter Machir obtained a license to keep a ferry over the
Ohio at his land, between the mouths of Big and Little
Indian Creeks. Michael Quigly asked for a ferry license
over the Ohio, where he lived, and was refused. . On peti-
tion of Peter Wilson and others there were appointed
Robert Dickey, William Perry, John Ramsey, David
Miller, and Owen Todd to view a road from Wilson’s mill,
on the Obannon Creek, to Williamsburgh, with Waring sur-
veyor. William Fee petitioned for a bridge extending ten
poles on each side of the mouth of Bullskin Creek, but his
prayer was rejected.

This court ordered that a dollar and a half be allowed
for the scalps of full-grown wolves, and one dollar for those
of puppies under six months old,—cheap at that, no doubt.
The sheriff was ordered to get two pairs of handeuffs, lock,
hasp, and staple for securing criminals. Ordered that the
lower story of Thomas Morris’ middle log building should
be appropriated for a jail until a better one could be pro-
vided. Mr. Morris secms to have engrossed pretty much
everything, his house being a tavern, a court-house, and a
jail, all under one roof, or, in other words, three log build-
ings joined together. The court, after a three days’ session,
adjourned for the term.

June 22, 1801, Court of General Quarter Sessions met;
justices present, Owen Todd, Jasper Shotwell, Peter Light,
and William Hunt. Clerk, William Lytle; Sheriff, Wil-
liam Perry; Court Constable and Crier, Daniel Kain. A
fee-bill for ferry licenses was arranged, and court adjourned.

Tuesday, Aug. 25, 1801, court met; justices present,
Jasper Shotwell, William Buchanan, William Hunter,
Robert Higgins, Peter Light, Philip Gatch, Amos Eliis,
and Houton Clarke. The following grand jury was called :
John Boude (foreman), David Colglazer, Jzekiel Dimmitt,
John Gaskins, Joseph Lakin, James Buchanan, William
Dixon, John Abrahams, John Ramsey, Silas Hutchingon,
Samuel Bodine, John Mitchell, and Joseph Clark, who
found an indictment against Andrew Cotterell for an assault
committed on James Kain, the old tavern-keeper and father
of John, Thomas, Daniel, etec. James Kain obtained a li-

~cense to keep tavern in Williamsburgh on paynient of eight
dollars. Road reports of viewers were read, and the road
from Stepstone, on the Ohio River, to Williamsburgh was
established, and the one from Boude’s Ferry to Williams-
burgh was opposed, but finally established ; and the remon-
strants took an appeal to the General Territorial Court, at

Cincinnati. The following three roads were established:
From Williamsburgh to Broad Ford, on the Little Miami;
to Wilson’s Mill, on the Obannon ; and to Waters’ Ferry.

Roger W. Waring presented the following bill for sur-
veying county-lines and roads, and it was ordered to be
paid at the next session: for running and marking county-
line, twenty-one miles at $2 per mile, $42; for surveying,
marking, and viewers’ allowance included, road from Boude’s
Ferry to Williamsburgh, $3+4; for same service on road from
Obannon’s Creek to Williamsburgh, $21.75; and for ser-
vices as aforesaid from Broad Ford, on Miami, to Williams-
burgh, $18.75; total, $116.50,—a remarkably reasonable
bill.

The road from Denhamstown to Williamsburgh was es-
tablished, and a remonstrance against the Stepstone road
was received, filed, and laid over for consideration. Samuel
Armstrong was appointed commissioner in place of Amos
Smith, resigned.

The first Common Pleas Court met Feb. 25, 1801, at the
house of Thomas Morris, and was composed of the follow-
ing justices: Richard Allison (not present), Owen Todd,
William Buckhannon, Jasper Shotwell, Robert Higgins,
Peter Light, and Philip Gatch, with Willlam Lytle as
prothonotary and William Perry as sheriff, all having com-
missions from his Excellency Governor Arthur St. Clair.
No business was done save to adjourn.

Court again met on May 26, 1801 (May term), with
same justices as before, and William Hunter besides. The
first and only case tried was that of David Zeigler against
Edward Miller, who was attached to answer on a plea of
trespass on the case for onc hundred and fifty dollars’ worth
of goods, wares,"and merchandise sold and delivered to said
Edward by said David, and for the further sum of thirty-
five dollars of a certain money-order given Aug. 12, 1799,
at Fort Washington, directed to ¢ Caleb Swan, Paymaster-
General, Philadelphia,” requiring the said Caleb to pay on
sight Maj. Jacob Slough or order said sum, and charge to
said Edward’s account as per advice, and which order was
assigued by said Jacob to one Adam Reigart, and by said
Adam assigned to the David aforesaid. Jacob Burnet was
attorney for Zeigler, who recovered a judgment of one hun-
dred and twenty-nine dollars and sixty-two cents,—the first
cver taken in the county. The next suit was that of John
Cotterel against Samuel Nelson,—one of damages,—which
was discontinued by plaintiff; and the court, having been
in session three days, adjourned sine die.

The August term of 1801, with same justices and court
officials, convened, and two cases were tried. The first was
that of George Hatfield wersus Andrew Cotterel, the plain-
tiff claiming in his declaration the sum of two hundred
dollars for two yoke of oxen sold and delivered to said de-
fendant on the first count ; on the second, a quantum vole-
bant ; on the third, money,—money had and received ; and
on the fourth, money laid out, expended, and paid, with a
terse conclusion, all capitally written by Lawyer Jacob
Burnet. And now the said Andrew, by Arthur St. Clair,
his attorney, comes and defends the force and injury when,
ete., and says ¢ that he did not undertake and promise upon
himself in manuer and form as the said George hath here-
unto above complained against him; and of this he puts
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himself upon the country,” ete.; whereupon the sheriff
summoned before the court twelve good and lawful men of
the county, by whom the truth of the matter may be better
known, and thercupon came the following jury,—the first
petit jury which ever tried a case in Clermont: John Don-
ham, Charles Baum, John Trout, Joseph Gest, John Charles,
Jacob Ulrey, Ichabod Willis, John Gest, Samucl Nelson,
Nicholas Sinks, William Simonds, and James Woods,—
who on oath and by a solemn verdict, after hearing the
testimony, the argument of counsel, and instructions of the
court, did find that the said Andrew had promised and
undertook to pay said George the sum of one hundred and
one dollars and sixteen cents, which, as damages for his
several promises and assumptions, they gave, and the court
gave judgment accordingly, with twenty-onc dollars and
two and oue-half cents costs.

The other suit tried was that of David Blew against
Thomas Morris before the court without the intervention
of ajury. Blew claimed in his declaration, prepared by his
attorney, Judge Jacob Burnet, that Morris had stipulated
in a certain written agreement, dated Aug. 2, 1800, to pay
said Blew the full sum of sixty-five dollars in good mer-
chantable wheat, to be delivered at John Smith’s mill, at
Round Bottom, on November 1st following; and that
Morris had not kept his covenants made between them,
though often requested to do so; and that the said Thomas,
although being solemuly called, doth not come nor say any-
thing in bar or preclusion of the action. Judgment for
Blew for seventy-two dollars and seventy-nine cents, and
costs of fifteen-dollars and thirty-three and one-half cents.
A fi. fa. was issued aud returned by sheriff; levied on one
horse and one cow, which remain on hand for buyers; and
thereupon a ca. sa. (capias satisfaciendum) to August term,
1802, was issued to take the body.

The records do not show-—for they are either lost or
stolen—any further Common -Pleas Court proceedings till
the State government was organized, in 1803 ; but that these
courts continued to be held is shown by the writs and other
processes issued and returned and on file in clerk’s office.

We give the earliest execation prescrved on the files of
the county:

“TErriToRY OF THE UNITED STATES,
Nortuwest oF Tk Onro River.

“ The United States to the Sheriff’ of our said County of Clermont,

Greeting : ’ .

¢ We command you, that of the goods and chattels of Andrew Cot-
terel in your bailiwick, you cause to be made one hundred and one
dollars and sixteen cents, which George Hatfield lately before the jus-
tices of our court of common pleas, at Williamsburg, in the county
aforesaid, recovered against him the said Andrew Cotterel, and also
Twenty Dollars & 93% cents which to the said George in our said
Court were adjudged as well for Damages as for his costs and charges
by him about his suit in that behalf expended, whercof the said An-
drew Cotterel is convicted, as it appears to us of record; and have
you that money before the justices of our said court, at Williamsburg,
on the fourth Tuesday of November next, to be paid to the said George
Hatfield together with his damages, costs, and charges aforesaid ; and
have you there this writ.

} CrEerMoONT COUNTY, 8.

“ Witness, Owex Tobp, Esq.,

“ Presiding justice of owr said court, at Williamsbury,
the thirty-first day of August, in the year of our Lord
oue thousand etyht hundred and one.

“WrirLiaM LYTLE,
¢ Prothonotary.”

[r.s.]

14

On the back of this /. fa. Sheriff William Perry indorsed
nulla bona, but the amount of this officer’s fees is illegible
from rust and soiling.

On May 26, 1802, David Blew had issued out of the
Common Pleas Court a capias satisfaciendum against
Thomas Morris, afterwards United States senator, to take
his body and commit to jail to satisfy a judgment of seventy-
two dollars and seventy-nine cents, recovered by said Blew
by occasion of a certain breach of covenant, and also the
further sum of sixteen dollars and eighty cents damages
adjudged. This writ was returnable to the August term,
and Peter Light, the sheriff, made the following return on
its back : “Cepe Corpus, committed ;” which ‘signifies he
took the body of said Morris and committed bim to jail,
for which his return shows he charged thirty cents. Jacob
Burnet appeared as counsel for Blew, but the process shows
that the sheriff did not receive it till July 21st, and that
at the following August term Morris was released by a
supersedeas issued by the General Court. .

The fees of the variois officers at that time were in
marked contrast to those now in vogue, and they charged
to a half-cent and earned them ; but constructive fees were
unknown, and the perquisites outside of the statute allow-
ances were few. Witness fees were thirty cents a day;

.grand jurors, fifty cents, and three cents a mile for travel ;

petit jurors fifteen cents for each case tried, and no mileage.
The sheriff had three cents per nile for ‘mileage.

By the territorial Jaws the whipping-post and pillory were
used in part punishment for arson, burglary, perjury, larceny,
ete., and in addition to jail and court-house, and by the act
of Aug. 1, 1792, each county was required to erect a pillory,
whipping-post, and stocks for the benefit of criminals.

By a law of May 1, 1798, adopted from Kentucky, the
crime of maiming was punishable by imprisonment not more
than six months, and fine from fifty dollars to one thousand
dollars, and if not paid the offender to be sold to serve for
not exceeding five years.

Tor taxzation purposes lands were classed as first, second,
and third rate, to wit: First, at eighty-five cents for one
hundred acres ; second, sixty cents for one hundred acres;
and third, tweoty-five cents for one hundred acres. A
premium of fifty cents for wolf-scalps under six months,
and one dollar and fifty cents for all over that age, was al-
lowed by law, to be paid out of the county treasury. Im-
prisonment for debt being allowed, the bounds of debtors
were extended eighty rods from the jail, and to be at the
option of the prisoner, at night as well as day; so that a
man sent to jail for debt could*board and lodge, if he chose,
at a tavern or private house within eighty rods of the jail.
The compensation of the judges of the General Court was
fixed at two dollars per day while holding court or while
traveling from place to place, which sum seems very reason-
able when we take into account the kind of travel, without
roads, bridges, or ferries, and when the places of holding
General Courts were many miles apart, at Marietta, Chilli-
cothe, Steubenville, Cincinnati, and Detroit. Justices of
the peace had jurisdiction in civil cases where the sum
claimed did not exceed twenty dollars.

When Clermont was organized, or shortly after, at the
fall session of the Legislature in 1801, a new fee bill and
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salary act was passed, giving petit jurors twenty-five cents
for each case tried, and no mileage ; grand jurors fifty centsa
day, with five cents for each mile traveled; and witnesses
thirty cents a day for going and returning and time at court.
Nowadays witnesses would think it quite a hardship to go
from Utopia or Loveland to Batavia, stay threc days and
return, and be paid for five days at thirty cents a day, and
take it in doubtful certificates at that. The right to vote
was allowed, in the election of members to the territorial
Legislature, to those owning fifty acres of land, the pay of
members of the General Assembly fixed at three dollars
per day and same for twenty miles of travel, and the Gen-
eral Court judges allowed three dollars for each twenty
miles of travel, being an iucrease of one dollar over their
former allowance.

On Nov. 24, 1801, Court of General Quarter Sessions
convened ; justices present, Jasper Shotwell, Amos Ellis, and
William Hunter. Ordered that the court be adjourned to
the house of William Perry for five minutes, at which place
court will sit at that time. It is not explained why this
removal for five minutes to the house of Perry (then sher-
iff ) took place, but tradition says there was in his domicile
a private supply of excellent West India rum just arrived,
and which it was necessary to sample and test. The court,
having met at Sheriff Perry’s, ordered that the new jail,
which had just been built, should be received, provided the
corners were sawed down square by the next term, and the
commissioners were ordered to draw an order on the county
to pay the contractors. Next day, Nov. 25, 1801, the other
members of the court appeared and took their seats, to wit:
Peter Light, Houton Clarke, and William Buchanan.
Citizens of Washington township petition for a road from
Peter Macher's ferry until it interscets the road from Step-
stone to Williamsburgh, and John Cameron, John Gaskins,
and Adam Fisher were appointed to view the same, with
Joseph Jackson as surveyor. John Kain was granted an
order, to be drawn by county commissioners on county
treasurer, for seventeen dollars. {for nails and lock for the
jail.  William Perry, the sheriff, having failed to give se-
curity for the collectior of territorial taxes on resident lands,
the court appointed Houton Clarke collector of the same.
There being some hitch in the Stepstone road, it was wiped
out, as prayed for by the remonstrants, which of course put
somcbody out of humor and out of pocket.

On Feb. 23,1802, Court of General Quarter Sessions again
met ; justices present, Robert Higgeins, Jasper Shotwell,
Philip Gatch, and Alexander Martin. Convened at house
of William Perry, and Daniel Kain was crier. The com-
mission of Robert Higgins as Probate judge was read, and
court then adjourned till next day. '

Court met, and Houton Clarke, Amos Ellis, and Peter
Light, members, took their seats. The court appointed
- Ambrose Ranson commissioner of the county in the place
of Amos Ellis, whose term expired ; Samuel Ellis in place

" of Samuel Armstrong, removed from the county. Ordered
that the clerk issue warrants to a constable in each: town-
ship, directing them to hold elections for township officers
on the fourth Tuesday of March next, the election at Wil-
liamsburgh to be held at the court-house; in Obannon, at
house of Nathaniel Donham; in Pleasant, at house of

Walter Wall; in Washington, at house of Joseph McKib-
ben; and in Ohio, at house of Isaac Vaneaton. No files
are preserved of these elections. The court was asked to
review the road from Denhamstown or Bethel to Williams-
burgh, but refused to do so; and this is the first time the
name of Bethel appears. Mr. Obed Denham, its proprietor,
in a certain large chancery suit with the Breckenridge heirs

in regard to its title or that of some of its lots, swore that

the town was first called Plainfield, but finally Bethel. On
the second day of this term Peter Light presented his com-
mission from the Governor as sheriff, and gave bond, with
James and John Iain as securities, took the oath, and as-

" sumed the duties of his office. John Boude was granted

a ferry license at his place, to ferry the Ohio River,

May 25,1802, court met; present, Justices Owen Todd,
Jasper Shotwell, William Buchanan, Alexander Martin,
Amos Ellis, and Houton Clarke. A grand jury was called,
of whom Bernard Thompson was foreman; the names of
the others are not found, but the record says it had nothing
to do. On motion, Jacob Burnet, Arthur St. Clair, Jr.,
and Aaron Goforth were admitted to practice law in said
court, which is the first record notice of lawyers in the
county. Ordered that hereafter the township of Wash-
ington shall be as follows: Beginning at the mouth of Big
Indian Creek, running a direct course six miles towards the
mouth of Cloverlick Creek ; thence a direct course to where
Denham’s road crosses the main branch of Indian Creek ;
thence with the former line due east to White Ouk Creek ;
thence with said creek to the mouth ; thence down the Ohio
River to the beginning, taking in what is now Franklia
township and a large part of the present territory of Brown.

Ordered that wolf- and panther-scalps be paid for as fol-
lows: Six months old or younger, one dollar and a half
cach; over six months old, three dollars. These scalps
were good as gold to pay taxes, and many a farmer man-
aged to keep enough to pay his taxes, and some to spare.
Ebenczer Osborn was appointed keeper of the estray-pen,
at four dollars per annum. William Perry had it last year,
and made enough to retire on, and Osborn was a tailor and
this little start in office helped him on. Klection districts
were ordered as follows : In Williamsburgh, at court-house;
Pleasant, at house of Walter Wall; Washington, at Jo-
seph McKibbin’s; Ohio, at John Donham’s; and Obannon,
at Thomas Paxton’s; and sheriff ordered to provide boxes
according to law. Sheriff Peter Light appointed Danicl
Kain his deputy, and assigned him duty in all that part of
the county north of the east fork. Peter Light, Jasper
Shotwell, and John Charles were appointed to prepare a
plan for a new court-house, and court adjourned.

Aug. 24, 1802, court met ; justices present, Owen Todd,
Jasper Shotwell, William Buchanan, Alexander Martin,
Amos Ellis, John Hunter, Philip Gatch, and William
Hunter, John Hunter being a new member. The follow-
ing grand jury was empancled: Jonathan Hunt (foreman),
John Colther, James South, William Test, Moses Ruusy,
Patrick McCollum, Joseph Darrell, Thomas Barnes, John
Cotterel, John Marshal, James Winters, Adam Bricker,
William Nelson, John Morris, Benjamin Frazee, Joshua
Lambert, Samuel Nelson, Samuel Nutt, Aaron Osborn,
Berzilla Osborn, Obed Denham, Henry Willis, and Levi
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Tingley. This looks like a large jury, but we follow the
records. Amos Smith exhibits his settlement as county
treasurer, and it is approved. James Kain rencws his
tavern license, and pays cight dollars therefor. A road
was asked from Waldsmith's dam to Roudebush’s, and
thence to the northern border of the county, and Abram
Bowman, Andrew Smith, and Peter Frybarger were ap-
pointed viewers, and Ambrose Ranson as surveyor. John
Wood was appointed inspector of articles of export, as re-
quired by law. Robert Townsley got license to keep tavern,
and paid four dollars for same ; his house yet stands, at the
foot of the hill, not a mile west of Batavia, and is now
owned by Kzekiel D. Duckwall, and was then in Ohio town-
ship. The surveyor was ordered to lay off prison-bounds
to the full extent of the law, to give the poor debtors as
much margin as possible. Charitable court! William
Simonton’s bill for wintering a cow and calf was reduced
from five to three dollars, and ordered paid. Cheap win-
tering of stock ! The court postponed the building of the
new court-house till it could see how much could be
raised by private subscription. Tor cight dollars Thomas
Morris had his tavern license resewed for another year.
Awmos Smith, having got safely through his settlement as
county trcasurer, councluded to resign, and Roger W.
Waring is appointed temporarily, until the Governor shall
commission some one as such. The court then approved
the grand county levy and adjourned.

November term, 1802; justices present, Owen Todd,
William Buchanan, Jasper Shotwell, William Hunter,
Robert Higgins, Philip Gatch, and Houton Clarke.
Thomas Allen was court-crier,—a new man, from Bethel,
and a tailor by trade. The following was the grand jury :
Jeremiah Beck (foreman), David Loofburrough, Samuel
Nelson, John Smith, John Gaskins, Joshua Lambert, James
Arthur, Charles Baum, Thomas Barnes, Joseph Gest, Jo-
sephus Waters, Benjamin Frazee, Igpatius Knott, and
Henry Chapman. William Fee'’s petition for a road from
the upper side of mouth of Bullskin Creek was read a
second time, and rejected. Petition for a road from Bethel
to New Market rejected. For four dollars Houton Clarke
got license to keep tavern in Bethel.

Here all record of the territorial courts ends, as far as
can be discovered. There seem to have been nine terms
of the Court of General Quarter Sessions, some record of
cight of which we have given above ; and of the adjourned
term of court for October (first Tuesday), 1801, if it was
ever held, there is no record. The following are the regular
entries of suits commenced before the State government was
organized : - '

Appearances to May term, 1801, 5 suits.
“ August term, 1801, 14 suits.

“ November term, 1801, 10 suits.
« February term, 1802, 2 suits.
“ May term, 1862, 11 suits.

“ August term, 1802, § suits.

o Novewber term, 1802, 8 suits.
“ February term, 1803, 6 suits.

The county was organized so that the territorial court was
held just two years and two extra terms,—one in June,
1801, the other, October, 1802 ; of the last named there is
uo record.

April 30, 1802, Congress passed an act authorizing a con-
vention to form a State constitution, and that convention
met at Chillicothe on November 1st, and on the 29th com-
pleted its labors and adopted one whjch, without being sub-
mitted to a popular vote for its approval, went into effect at
once by the Congressional legislation authorizing it. A
revolution was made in the judicial system and in the in-
ternal administration of the local affairs of the counties, but
it was one nccessary to meet the requirements of the in-
creased population, and to keep pace with the more humane
system of legislation that obtained in the first years of the

“century, in contradistinction to the older codes of colonial

days, adapted only to small populations scattered over large
areas of territory.

‘When Ohio was adwitted into the Union, the first Leg-
islature under the new constitution, on April 15, 1803,
passed an act organizing judicial courts aid provided for
Supreme and Common Pleas Courts,—one session of the
former and three of the latter each year in every county.
The State was divided into three circuits, of which the
counties of Hamilton, Clermont, Butler, Montgomery,
Green, aud Warren composed the first; and by the consti-
tutional provision all the judges were elected by joint ballot
of the General Assembly and held office for seven years.
The Common Pleas consisted of one presiding judge for the
circuit and three associate judges, living in each county.
Francis Dunlavy was the first presiding judge, and held the
first court in the county under the State government on the
fourth Tuesday of December, 1803, at Williamsburgh, with
Philip Gatch, Ambrosc Ranoson, and Johns Wood as associ-
ate judges; and it was opened with becoming ceremonies.
The grand procession was formed at the old Kain hotel in
the following order: First, the high sheriff (John Boude),
with his drawn sword ; second, the citizens; third, Revolu-
tionary soldiers; fourth, members of the bar; fifth, justices
of the peace; sixth, clerk, prosecutor, and court constable;
seventh, clergymen ; and lastly, the newly appointed judges.
The preacher, after the procession had marched, counter-
marched, and the judges had taken their seats in the court-
room,—the house rented of Thomas Morris,—invoked a
rich blessing at divine hands upon the dispensers of law and
justice. Then the sheriff, Col. John Boude, proclaimed
with his solemn “ O yes!” ¢ that a court was opened for the
administration of even-handed justice to the poor and rich,
to the guilty and innocent, without respect of persons ; none
to be punished without a trial by their peers, and then in
pursuance of the laws and evidence in the case.” v

Roger W. Waring was clerk, Aaron Goforth prosecuting
attorney pro tempore, and Daniel Kain deputy sheriff, with
James Boothby as court constable. The grand jury—and
the first empaneled in Clermont under the State govern-
ment—consisted of John Hunter (foreman), Robert Dickey,
George Earhart, Joseph Perrine, Ramoth Bunton, Ephraim
McAdams, Samuel W. Davis, Robert Townsley, Jacob
Whetstone, Peter Emery, William Whitaker, Isaac Fergu-
son, John Donham, Joseph Fagin, William Simmons, and
Ezekiel Dimmitt. Several indictments for small offenses
were tried by jury at this term, and some business done in
the way of civil suits. Guardians formerly appointed for
John Fagin (cummonly called Old King Iagin) refusing to
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serve, the court appointed Abel Donham and William Aber-
crombie. All probate matters now came before this court
and occupiced a large share of its attention, this department
being attended to specially by the three associate judges.

Revs. Philip Gatch and John Sale, having produced the
proper credentials, were authorized to celebrate and solem-
nize marriages, and did a large business in the wedding
line, as the old records show. The last will and testament

“of William Long was exhibited and proved by Nathan
Glaze and John Ispy, and admitted to record, being the
first will probated in the county under the State govern-
The court appointed Roger W. Waring clerk for
seven years, who gave bond, with Peter Light and Daniel
Kain as securities. Aaron Goforth was allowed twenty
dollars as prosecutor for the term, and Joshua Collett
twelve dollars for prosecuting State cases in the Supreme
Court. Maurice Witham, a Baptist minister, was author-
ized to solemnize! marriages. And so closed the first term
of the Common Pleas Court of this county, after a session
of four days, beginning business at six o'clock cach
morning.

Common Pleas Court, June, 1804; sume judges and
court officials as at last term, save Judge Dunlavy, who was
absent. The following was the grand jury: Robert Hig-
gins (foreman), George Davidson, William Hunter, Philip
Swizer, Jeremiah Beck, Jr.,, Ephraim McAdams, John
Coulthar, Sr., Samuel Robinson, Elihu Hopkins, Thomas
Fee, Joseph Dugan, William Perry, Henry Willis, Conrad
Harsh,—fifteen, all told,—who were sworn, proceeded to
business, returned indictments, and were discharged. The
last will of Alexander Buchanan, deceased, was proved and
admitted to record. The case of Ebenezer Osborn vs. Wil-
liam Lytle for damages was tried before this jury: Josiah
Booth, 1saac Reed, William Laycock, Jesse Swem, John
Mefford, Gibbins Bradbury, Adam Hoy, Levi Tingly, Isanc
Ellis, William Crossley, John Charles, John Lakin ; verdict
for plaintiff of forty-seven dollars and twenty-five cents.
Revs. John Collins and Trancis McCormick, two noted
Methodist preachers, were authorized to solemnize mar-
The suit of John Wharton vs. John Miller—plea,
nil debit—was tried before the following jury: Joseph
Moore, John Kain, Amos Smith, Jeremiah Beck, Jr., Hou-
ton Clarke, Robert Townsley, John Snider, Daniel Kidd,
James Morrow, David Loofburrough, Ephraim McAdams,
John Williams ;. and a verdiet was given for plaintiff of
one dollar and seventy-five cents. Motion in arrest of
judgment overruled, and judgment on the verdict.

It appeared that three stray hogs taken by William
Lyon, for which he paid seven dollars into the county
treasury, were afterwards claimed by John White,” who
sued Lyon and at this term got judgment for the hogs;

ment.

riage.

thereupon the court ordered the treasurer to pay back to.

" Lyon his seven dollars, but the costs of suit—which were
considerable, there being some ten witnesses in attendance
four days each—he had to bear. The court ordered the
sheriff to lay off the prison-bounds in a square, no part of
which is to be more than eighty rods from the. jail; which
prison margin was for unfortunate debtors, not criminals.
The court, after a session of four days, held by the associate
judges alone, adjourned. B

November term, 1804; present, FrancisDanlavy, presi-
dent judge, Philip Gatch, John Wood, and Ambrose Ran-
son, associate judges, with same court officials as at Jast term.
A grand jury was called, but not a sufficient number an-
swered, and those present were discharged and attachments
issued for the absentees. The last will of James Lakin
was proved by George Brown and Thomas Seaton, and
Sarah and Joseph Lakin appointed cxecutors. Joseph'
Lakin was appointed administrator of John Lakin, deceased ;
David Roudebush of Daniel Roudebush, deceased; and
Sarah Boothby administratrix of Josiah Boothby, deceased.
Rev. Levi Rogers was auathorized to solemnize masrriages,
and in his time was a doctor, preacher, lawyer, sheriff, and
legislator.

About this time a big fuss was kicked up by Roger W.
Waring, county clerk, on one side, and Thomas Morris,
John Hewiit, and David Loofburrough on the other, and
they were all indicted, tried by a jury, found guilty, and
each fined three dollars and costs; from which trouble
civil suits followed: That of Loofburrough wvs. Waring
was submitted to the following jury: John Bennett, Wil-
liam S. Jump, Joshua Manning, Henry Cuppy, Robert
Right, David Colglazier, John Snider, Abramn Sells, William
Simonton, George Swank, Peter Light, and Daniel Kidd.
Plaintiff subpeenacd the following witnesses : Samuel Beck,
John South, William South, John Hewitt, James Winters,
Mary Cook, and Henry Willis. The defendant moved
that the witness John Hewitt be rejected on the ground of
interest, but the court overruled the motion. Mr. R. S.
Thomas, attorney for plaintiff, moved that plaintiff be per-
mitted to appear with his attorney ; motion overruled by
court. That looks a little strange,—that a party should
not be allowed to appear with his counsel to manage his own
case. The defendant’s witnesses were John Evans, Ra-
moth Bunton, Daniel Kuin, and Nicholas Sinks. After a
full hearing the jury returned a verdict of fwo cents dam-
ages for the plaintiff. As the judgment did not carry costs,
it would have seemed like a poor speculation for Mr. Loof-
burrough ; but we shall see how his luck affected the other
two cases against Waring. Nicholas Sinks, Houton Clarke,
James Kuin, and Robert Townsley renewed their tavern
licenses, and William Fee was appointed inspector of flour.
Adjourned after four days' session.

February term, 1803 ; same judges as at last term, but
Joseph Jackson is sheriff, and Joshua Collett prosecuting
attorney. Grand jury: Rev. Francis McCormick (fore-
man), Jacob Ulrey, John Warren, William Lindsey,
Obed Denham, John Pollock, Jr., Moses Hicks, Samuel
Juckson, John McConeley, Daniel Evans, John Prather,
Henry Newkirk, and John Sargent. Witnesses sworn to
go before the grand jury: Ann Williams, Patty Leeds,
John Doughty, Adam Snider, James Blackwood, Nancy
Durbin, Philip Durbin, and Hannah Ulrey. And now
eame the civil suit of Thomas Morris vs. Roger W. Waring
for trespass and assault. Jury sworn, to wit: John Abra-
hams, John Wiley, Charles Stuart, George Kinney, Robert
Dickey, Benjamin Cross, James Rounds, George Kvans,
John Trout, John Davis, Mathew Davidson, and Christian
Husong. John Kain had been called on the jury, but
plaintiff objected to him because he had formed an opin-
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ion, and he was discharged. Witnesses for plaintiff, John
Hewitt, David Loofburrough, 3amuel Beck, James Win-
ters, Henry Willis, John South, William South, Jeremiah
Beck, Jr.; for defendant, Ramoth Bunton. Testimony
heard, and jury returned a verdict for defendant. The
next case was John Hewitt vs. Roger W. Waring, before
‘the following jury: Mathew Davidson, Jobn Davis, John
Abrahams, George Kinney, James Rounds, John Wiley,
John Hair, George Evans, Christian Husong, Robert
Dickey, Benjamin Cross, and Joseph Wood. Witnesses
about the same as in the other two cases, and the jury
found for defendant, Waring, who had thus, as defendant,
gained three straight cases. But now he appears as plain-
tiff vs. John Hewitt and David Loofburrough for trespass
and assault. Witnesses for plaintiff, Ramoth Bunton, John
Evans, and John Right ; defendants had none. The jury
—Houton Clarke, Robert Dickey, James Rounds, George
Kinney, George Iivans, John Wiley, Christian Husong,
John Abrahams, Benjamin Cross, John Davis, John Kain,
and Mathew Davidson—returned a verdict of fifty dollars
for plaintiff; and so ended that little quarrel. We have
been careful to set the names out in full, that legal gentle-
men and others familiar with modern court proceedings may
see how the same jury was allowed to try case after case
involving the same facts ; not so now, and we doubt if purer
justice is administered now, with all modern strictness, than
in the early days. John A. Collet was allowed twenty dol-
lars as prosecutor for this term. A writ was issued to in-
quire into the condition of Timothy Denham, a lunatic, on
request of his father, Obed Dépham. The court seems to
have closed the business this term in one day.

September term, 1805; same judges as before, with
Axthur St. Clair prosecuting attorney. Grand jury : Moses
Broadwell (foreman), Isaac Higbee, John Day, John Col-
lins, Ebenezer Osborn, Robert Wardlow, Henry Miller,
Reuben Young, John Roney, Alex. Martin, John Forsyth,
James Henry, Thomas Jones, Jacob Light, and Patrick
Bennett. The will of William Hatheway was admitted to
record, being proved by Charles Stuart and Joseph Wood ;
Jemima Hatheway executrix, and Joseph Jackson, William
Nash, and David Wood appraisers. The will of Elias Fee
was admitted to record, being proved by George Brown
and Thomas Fee; Thomas Fee executor, and William
Buchanan, Adam Simwons, and James Simmons appraisers.
Ordered that three justices be elected id Tate township,
just organized. William Hodges' will was adwitted to
record; proved by Henry Cuppy and Levi Rogers;
James Hodges executor, William Buchanan, George Brown,
and Frederick Sapp appraisers. Arthur St. Clair allowed
twenty-five dollars for prosecuting this term. The inspector
was ordered to procure a branding-iron for corn-meal,
buckwheat-meal, flour, biscuit, butter, hogs’ lard, pork,
and beef. After a three days’ session, court adjourned.

January term, 1806 ; sume judges as before, but Levi
Rogers was sheriff. The following grand jury appeared :
Alex. Martin (foreman), James McKinney, Christopher
Hartman, Abraham Miller, George Wright, Adam Sim-
mous, William Lane, John Smith, Elihu Hopkins, William
Buchanan, Henry Donham, Benjumin Crane, William
Campbell, Jasper Shotwell, and Owen Todd, who were in

session two days and indicted several persons for keeping a
ferry without license, all of whom pleaded guilty and were
let off with a fine of one dollar each and costs. William
Test and Berzilla Osborn got into a wrangle ; were indicted,
pleaded guilty, and fined,—Test two dollars and Osborn
one dollar,—and each paid half the costs. Case tried—
Emanuel Vener »s. William Hathaway—before this jury,
to wit: Joseph Gest, Joseph Moore, David Miller, James
South, William Moorecraft, Jacob Slye, Moses Rumery,
James Fee, John Earhart, William Bennett, Josiah Prick-
ett, and Peter Emery, who gave the plaintiff fifty-nine
dollars damages, to the satisfaction of his lawyer, Jacob
Burnet. The will of Josiah Wood was admitted to record ;
proved by Joshua Manring and Isaze Seaman. Oliver
Lindsey pleaded guilty to indictment for assault and bat-
tery, and was fined twenty-five cents. The case of William
South and William Malott vs. John O’Bannon, for debt,
was tried before this jury, to wit: Joseph Gest, David
Miller, John Earhart, Peter Emery, James Fee, William
Moorecraft, William Bennett, Daniel Light, Joseph Moore,
Jesiab Prickett, Moses Rumery, and Jacob Slye, who re-
turned a verdict of three thousand five hundred dollars
debt and ninety-one dollars and fifty cents damage,—the
largest verdiet or judgment yet found in the county to
that date. State vs. R. W. Waring,—another suit that
grew out of the quarrel heretofore alluded to; and in this
Waring, as county clerk, was charged with extorting illegal
fees; Thomas Morris witness for the State. The jury
returned a verdict of not gudlty. Court, after a five days’
session, adjourned.

May term, 1806 ; same judges and officers as before.
Grand jury, Gen. William Lytle (foreman), John Donham,
John Miller, Abner Fagin, Nathan Morgan, David Smith,
John Colther, Jr., Shadrach Tribble, Robert Dickey, John
Irwin, Sr., Christopher Hartman, KEphraim DMcAdams,
Jacob Ulrey, Alexander Buchanan, and Henry Cuppy.
Court sat three days. .

September term, 1806; same judges and officials as
before. Grand jury: Jasper Shotwell (foreman), John
Harmon, John Hunter, Mathew Boner, Hugh MecClain,
Daniel Feagan, Jr., James Kuin, Samuel Lakin, Joseph
Jackson, Joseph Lakin, James Loughlin, James Johnson,
Henry Cuppy, Ramoth Bunton, and John J. Thomas.
John Miller was admitted to practice as an attbrney on
producing his license. The will of William Buchanan was
admitted to record ; proved by Isaac Fee aud John Daw-
son ; Jawes Buchanan executor, and Adam Fisher, Thomas
Jones, and David Colclazier as appraisers.  Archibald
Huden, indicted for larceny, was tried by the following
jury: John Wharton, Samuel Stiers, John Shotwell, Ezekiel
Dimmitt, Thomas Jones, Jr., Daniel Evans, Isaac Man-
ning, John White, Abram Sells, John Nott, James Lough-
lin, and John J. Thomas. John Casse was attorney for
the State, and Huden was found guilty, but a new trial
granted. W. S, Jump was appointed administrator of
Wiliiam Wiley, and gave bond in two hundred dollars,
with John Symmes and John Wharton as securities, and
Joseph Wells, Joseph McKibben, and Stephen Bolander
Arthur St. Cluir allowed twenty-seven
Court sat three days.

were the appraisers.
dollars for prosecuting this term.
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January term, 1807 ; same judges and officials as at last
term. Grand jury to wit: John Boude (foreman), John
Irwin, Sr., Isaac Watson, William Dixon, John Aldridge,
Nathan Manning, James Patterson, Philip Means, Robert
Dickey, John Colthar, Sr., Jasper Shotwell, William Aber-
crombie, John Trout, Henry Cuppy, and Theodore Malott.
The case of James Smith, assignee, vs. Robert Higgins was
tried before the following jury: Samuel B. Kyle, Isaae
Higbee, Alexander MeBeath, Danicl Malott, Henry Zumott,
William White, Lewis Speak, Joseph Lakin, Robert Leeds,
Williamm Hartman, John Trout, William Abecrerombie.
Witnesses for plaintiff, R. W. Waring and Arthur St.
Clair; for defendant, William Higgins. Jury gave plain-
tiff a verdict of seventy-five dollars and eighty-seven cents
damages ; motion in arrest of judgment overruled. Mordecai
S. Ford, indicted for an assault on William Fee, pleaded
guilty, and was fined twelve dollars and costs; which must
have been an aggravated case, as the court was gencrally
very charitable in these fines. George Kerns and Emanuel
Shrofe, indicted for an affray, pleaded - guilty, and were
fined two dollars each and costs. Peter Hardin got license
to keep tavern at his house, where James Davidson now
lives, between Batavia and Williamsburgh, and Christopher
Hartman to keep oneat his house, now in territory of Jack-
son, then Willlamsburgh township. Court in session two
days.

The minutes of the Common Pleas Court for remainder
of 1807, for all of 1808 and 1809, and to December term,
1810, cannot be found. What proceedings we have given
in this chapter are unot of record in the clerk’s office, but
have been gathered from various sources, and especially
from the manuscripts of the late Hon. R. W. Clurke.

From 1810 our court records are preserved in regular
form, and the files of court are perfect. We shall not,
therefore, burden our readers with matters duly of record
relating to judicial minutiz, but the papers from which we
have so far been gleaning are perishing, and we have
therefore almost literully transcribed them, that the sub-
stance may be preserved. It is a matter of great interest
to the old families of the county who were planted here
sixty, seventy, or eighty years ago to see in these records
the familiar names of their relatives and acquaintances
who were active in the business of life in those early times,
and we-have preserved everything we could find that
seemed to have an interest worthy of preservation. We
have spread out names that occur in matters of small
moment ; but follow them along the road of life, and you
will see them afterwards occupying high positions. Jacob
Burnet and John McLean were admitted attorneys at our
bar, then a very slim affair, and practicing before a justlee’s
Quarter Session Court for small fees, and few at that. One
of them became a supreme judge of the State and senator
‘in Congress, and the other a representative in Congress,
postmaster-general, and finally a supreme judge of the
"United States; and both achieved national reputations as
distinguished jurists and eminent law-writers.

The partial minutes of two or three more terms of
Common Pleas Court have been found, one beginning Feb.
21, 1809, with saiue judges as before, and same officers save
John Monris, in place of John Wood, as associate. The

following was the grand jury: Valentine McDonald (fore-
man), Thomas Patterson, Israel Joslin; Thomas Cade,
Andrew McGrew, Daniel Feagans, Cornelius McCollum,
Henry Zumalt, Jasper Shotwell, Houton Clarke, Isaae
Higbee, Jacob Ulrey, Andrew Harry, Edward Hall, and
James Loughlin. Levi Rogers, sheriff, resigned June 21,
1809, and Allen Wood, the coroner, succeeded to his place.
Levi Rogers was appointed prosecutor for ensuing October -
term, at which Rev. Peter Hastings produced his certificate
as a Mecthodist preacher, and was authorized to solemnize
marriages, also Rev. George C. Light;.and Levi Rogers
was allowed twenty-five dollars for prosecuting at this
term.

April term, 1810, began April 3d, with Hon. John
Thompson as president judge, and Philip Gatch, Ambrose
Ranson, and John Morris, associate judges ; R. W. Waring,
clerk; Oliver Lindsey, sheriff; and Levi Rogers, prose-
cating attorney.

On May 18, 1810, a called court was held by Associate
Judges Philip Gatch, Joseph Campbell, and Alexander
Blair. David C. Bryan is noticed as counsel for one
William Thomas, charged with horse-stealing. The trial
came off at following August term, and he was found
guilty and sentenced as follows: “ That the said William
Thomas, at seven o'clock to-morrow morning, receive
seventy-five stripes on his naked back, pay a fine of five
hundred dollars and costs of prosecution, and be imprisoned
twenty days in the jail.” Rev. William O’Boler at this
term, being a Baptist preacher with proper credentials, was
authorized to solemnize marriage.

PRESIDENT AND COMMON PLEAS JUDGES.

Hon. Francis Dunlavy, who served on the Clermont
circuit from 1803 to 1810, was born in Virginia in 1761,
and when ten years of age his father’s family removed to
Pennsylvania. At the early age of fourteen years he
served in a campaign against the Indians, and continued
mostly in this service until the close of -the Revolutionary
war. He assisted in building Fort MecIntosh, about the
year 1777, and was afterwards in the disastrous defeats of
Crawford, from whence, with two others, he made his way
alone through the woods, without provisions, to Pittsburgh.

In 1791 he removed to Columbia, and in 1797 to near
Lebanon, where he died, in 1839. By great persever-
ance he acquired a good education, mainly without in-
structors, and part of the time taught school and sur-
veyed land until the year 1800. He was returned as a
member from Hamilton County of the convention that
formed the State constitution, and also 2 member of the
first Legislature, in 1803, and at the first organization
of the judiciary was elected presiding judge of the First
Circuit. He held this place for one term of seven years,
and an additional term for seven more on adjoining circuit,
and, though the latter embraced ten counties, he never
missed a court, frequently swimming his horse over the
Miamis rather than fail being present. On leaving the
bench he practiced at the bar fifteen years, and then re-
tired to his books and study.

Hon. John Thompson occupied the beneh from 1810
to 1817, and this circuit was the Fourth, and included
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the counties of Clérmont, Pickaway, Franklin, Madison,
Fayette, Highland, Adams, Scioto, Gallia, and Ross. Judge
Thompson was from Fayette County, and was a strong-
minded, philanthropic man, of great powers of memory, and
a most useful member of society. He subsequently, in 1825
to 1827 and from 1829 to 1837, wasa member of Congress.

In 1816 this county was attached to the First Circuit of
Hamilton, Warren, Butler, Preble, Miami, Darke, and
Montgomery Counties, and Hon. Orvis Parish occupied the
bench for one year. He was a prompt, methodical man,
of great intellectual and legal acumen, and quick in the
dispatch of business.

In 1817, Hon. Joseph H. Crane, of Butler County,
presided, and the court journals show him to have been a
painstaking jurist and zealous in his duties.

In 1818 this county was put into the Seventh Circuit,
along with Brown, Warren, Butler, and Hamilton, and
Hon. Joshua Collet was on the bench for two years. He
was judicial in his character all over, a man of nerve and
decisive action, was afterwards a distinguished Supreme
judge for several years, and was a Presidential elector in
the years 1836 and 1840.

From 1820 to 1822, Hon. George P. Torrence, of Cin-
cinnati, presided with a courtly grace and dignity un-
equaled,-his imposing presence lending charm to his deci-
sions. He was a Presidential elector in 1836. From
1824 to 1826—the first two years the terms were held in
Batavia at the old stone Methodist meeting-house—dJudge
Joshua Collet again was on the bench.

In 1826 the dignified and popular George P. Torrence
again ascended the woolsack and sat as judge for the seven
following years, and many of Clermont’s older people re-
member with pride his pleasant s